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ude Tau, nhu cac em d3 biét, hay doan biét, 1a

mot nudc san xuat ra cai gi cling tau, cling hoan
toan tau, nghia 1a rat dep. Pep tir ngudi cho chi vat, dep
tlr troi cho chi dat, dep tir y phuc cho chi lau dai, dep tur
ctr chi khoan thai cho chi ngon ngit réo rit, dep tir 10i
van hoa 1& cho chi tu tudng cao siéu. Hét thay déu dep,
déu sang nhu ngoc, bong nhu vang, trong nhu pha-1é
vay.

Ngay xua ¢ nudc Tau c6 mot ong vua Tau tén 1a Thai-
Hoang. Dirc vua, tat nhién, 1a cai dep nhat trong nhiing
cai dep ¢ nudce Tau.

Nhung ngai lai 1a ding thién tir toi cao t6i dai, vi
hoang dé 1am liét oai nghiém, nén trong ban dan thién
ha it ai dam ngudc mat dé ngam nghia, hon thé, dé liéc
trom dung nhan ngéi nhiing khi nge‘li ngu kiéu vang
choi phé. Bon than tir thoang trong thay bong co vang,
thoang nghe thay tiéng nhac noi, da voi nam rap Xuong
dat hai tay bung kin mat ma doi cho kiéu rudc qua r01
mo1 dam nging dau 1én. Tuy vay mic 1ong, bon ho van
tuong tuong ra duoc cai dep nguy nga 1ong 13y ctia dang
chta thugng chi ton, vi ai ai cling biét dan Tau 1a mot
dan tdc giau tudng tuong.

Ma hoang-dé dep nguy nga long 13y thyc : Ngal ngu
trén chin b¢ Vang, trong cO ngai c6 chin con rong vang
luon khuc quan hai bén tay vin, duéi chiéc tan vang
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can bac c6 tua minh chau 1éa téa i chung quanh, lap
lanh nhu trim nghin ngdi sao ruc rd. Ngai doi chiée
mil mién dan bang 16c cac nang tién nga, ¢ dat chin
con rong vang diép von chin vién ngoc ngd-cong - S6
chin 12 s6 cta thién tir cling nhu mau vang 13 mau cta
thién tir, khong duoc ai lam dung. Chiéc 40 long bao
ngai mic khi ngy tridu 14 cong trinh tuyét sio ciia muoi
tam ngudi tho may khéo nhét trong mudi tam nude chu
hau. To dung dé dét nén gam Ay toan 13 to nhimng ltra
tdm nudi riéng trong cung cAm bang 14 dau chau Ho
do mot trim con ngwa Xich-thd ngay dém chuyén cho.
Chén ngai so trong d6i tng dan bang kim tuyén, mii
dinh hat tran chau, va gidm 1én lung doi ria vang sdng
da ngdt hai nghin nam trén nui Thai-son. Tém lai, cai
gi & trén minh ngai, ¢ trong cung dién ngai ciing déu 1a
vat quy va hiém nhat dudi gam troi.

Kk

Nhung quy va hiém hon ca nhiing vat quy va hiém
nhat dudi gam troi, 4y 1 ba thtr phi ho Quac. Hoang dé
cho 13 thé va qua 1a thé : Chang mot vién ngoc thach
nao nudc trong bang mat thi-phi; chang mot giai may
chiéu ndo mau huyén o bang toc thir phi. Ma thir phi
min va nhung hon trai dio to phdt hong ; moi tha phi
tham hon son va tuoi hon bong hoa mau don giang-nam
ham tiéu, giong n6i thu phi trong sang nhu tiéng duong-
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cAm, trdm trAm nhu tiéng nhi hd, khoan thai, chiing
chac nhu diu ty-ba cia nang Chiéu-Quan nha Han. Vi
thé, dimg trudc thir phi va d6i voi con mat thim my cua
hoang-thuong, d6i rua vang séng ngét hai nghin nim
trén nai Thai-son chi 13 hai con vat tam thuong khong
dang ké. Tam thuong ca con tri vang dudi dai hon mot
truong, con hoa-mi hét da mot tram bai am nhac du
duong, d61 bach sa khiéu vii theo di€u nghé- thu:(‘mg trén
nguye¢t dlen con anh vii blet no6i chin th tleng, tiéng
Mong co tleng Man-chau, tleng Tay tang, tleng An- do
tleng Dién-dién, tleng Viét-Nam, tleng Triéu-tién, tleng
Nhat-ban, va ca tiéng Tau nita.

Nhitng con vat ky di éy, ca nudc ton kinh va hoang-
dé rat mén yéu. Nhung néu thir phi muén giét chét dé
lam mot tro choi tiéu khién thi chi mot hiéu 1énh &
mi¢ng my nhan ban ra, chi mot cai tré & ngon tay my
nhan ha xudng 1a hoang-dé hda tdc cho thi hanh. Chang
thé ma mot hom hoang-dé da sung sudng dugc ngam
ban tay xinh dep kia ném v& chiéc chén than ctia ngai.
Chiéc chén ay luc thu:(‘mg chi 12 mot chiéc chén ngoc,
du ngoc quy, nhung mdi khi hoang-dé than rét ruou
vao va cAm nung 1én moi, thi hinh 4nh hoang-hau bong
hién ra trong nudc ruou, hién ra voi hét ca vé yéu kiéu,
diém 18. Vi thé ma thir phi ghen, di hoang-hau thang ha
d3 qua muoi nam. Nang do 1ay chén dé xin chudc ruou
hau hoang-dé, roi gio thang canh tay nga dap chén v ra
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ting manh. Poan, nang quy xudng 6m chan hoang dé
va kéu van xin tha t6i. Nhung hoang-dé khong nhiing
khong té vé tirc gian, ma ngai con cti do thu phi day va
vui tuoi bao nang : « TrAm tiéc khong c6 mot cai chén
quy thtr hai dé dugc ngim tay di-khanh dap mot lan
nira. »

Thi-phi ghen véi hoang-hau di qua co. Nang ghét
lay ca thai tir 1a con hoang hau va sau nay s€ 1én ngy
ngai vang trén chin bé ma nhan lay sy ton tho cta hang
tram triéu than dan trong mudi tdm nude chu hau.

ek

Thai tir ndm nay muoi tdm tudi troi. Chang 1a mot
dang nam nhi anh tuan, van vo kiém toan. Chung da
doc va hiéu thau hét cac sach kinh, truyén va si-ky.
Chang lai tinh thong khap muoi tdm ban vd nghé cao
cuong. Nhung chang gang cong luyén tap cac khoa vin
v 1a chi dé dep long vua cha, vi chang 1a mot nguoi
con chi hiéu. Chtr cai thi doc nhat ctia chang, cai thu
nhom ngay tir thoi tho du ctia chang 1a cai thi choi hoa,
choi canh.

O Pong-cung, thai-tir c6 mot vuon hoa khong rong
bang vudn thuong uyén cua hoang dé, cling khong bai
tri 1ong 1ay va c6 quy tic nhu vudn thuong-uyén, nhung
xinh xan hon, nhung than mat hon, nhung nhiéu vé nén
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tho hon biét may : Trong vuon khong thleu mot glong
hoa la, mot loai cay quy. Thai tir da tén cong tén cua
cho di lung khip bén phuwong dé tim mua bang dugc hét
nhimng thao mdc ky di trong thién ha. Mua nao hoa ay,
tram sic dua nhau khoe tuoi. Mot thit hoa vira sép tan,
mot thr hoa da chdém n6. Trong vuon khong mot ngay
vang bong hoa. Xuan c6 lan, ¢6 thiy tién. Ha c6 mau-
don, ¢6 thugc dugc. Thu co cic, ¢6 phu dung. Pong co
mai va ddo va ly. Con biét bao nhiéu loai khac ma mdi
loai chia ra biét bao nhiéu gidng khac nhau.

Cach choi hoa cua thai tir lai rat cong phu, khong ai
theo kip. Chang choi khong nhirng hoa ma ca 14, khong
nhitng 14 ma ca canh. Khong mot 14 bi sau can, khong
mot canh b1 mot duc, cay nao cay nfiy déu hoan toan,
khong khuyét diém. Sém chiéu ndim muoi ngudi lam
vuon thuyén vao viéc quét cac cuéng hoa, 14 rung. Nam
muoi ngudi khac gilt viée kin nude tudi ting gdc, ria
ting 14. D6 toan 1a nudc mua chira trong mot cai bé
chim rat 16n : Théi tir mu6n hoa phai thanh khiét tir sac
cho chi huong, nén khong dé dong trén hoa mot giot
nudc khong trong sach.

Thai tir doi dai hoa nhu doi dai ban than, san soc, 4n
can, bénh vuc, nung niu, 1am gian thua che nang, buong
man lya ngin rét. Néu c6 mua to gi6 16n noi 1én thi bat
ctr 1a ngay hay dém, thai-tir vo1 va danh thuc bon lam
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vuon day lay tre, pheo, gd, lat dé chong d& cho hoa, 1dy
tan, long ra che mua gi6 cho hoa.

MOi khi c6 bong hoa no, thai-tir sai dit an, dem ruou,
dem gidy, but, muc ra tin goc cdy dé chang niang chén
mung hoa, dé tho vinh hoa, ca tung hoa. Nhiéu lan
chang ngodi bén hoa sudt tir khi hoa bat dau ham tiéu
cho mai dén luc hoa méan khai, 6n-ton, kinh-can, than-
mat, u-yém ndi truyén v4i hoa. Cach thudng thirc hoa
nhu thé, thai-tr cho 1a rat hop nhan dao va hop véi 18
troi. Chang khong thé tudng twong co6 ngudi tan nhin
cat hoa dem cam binh dugc. Chang néi : « Nguoi ¢ tir
chi ngii tang. Hoa c6 ré, than, canh 14. Sao n& lia hoa ra
khoi cac bd phan nuoi song né | Mot my-nhan c6 hai
ban tay dep, ai lai dién 1o chit ra, nhu ong vua nudc
Ngo, dem hién cho mot thang ngdc ? Hoa chi dep khi
hoat-dong trén canh cay, cling nhu hai ban tay ngoc chi
dep khi hoat dong trén canh tay nguodi my-nir. Pem cat
hoa ra ma choi khong nhirng tan-ac, con 1a 16i choi cta
hang ngudi khong biét tham my. » Vi thé dd mot 1an
chang dem xr tir mot tén nit ty vao vudn ngat trom hoa
ctia chang. Chang cho d6 1a cach xir an rat cong bang. «
Vi, chang noi, sat nhan gia ti, thi giét hoa sao lai khong
két vao an tir hinh ? »

Chéng may cho thai tu, tén nir-ty lai la mot duoa hau
can cua ba thi-phi ho Quac. Thu-phi da san thu ghét
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thai-tur vi thai tir co cai vuon quy, nay lai cam gian thai
tur vi thai-tor dem gi€t mdt tén nit ty ciia minh.

Va nang qua quyét bao ctru.

dekosk
Mot hdm nang gian-ac tau voi1 hoang-de :

- Muén tau Bé ha, mudén mudn tau dirc Hoang-dé toi
cao toi dai, than thiép nghe nhan dan tan tung, nhimg
cai dep, cai quy, cai la ¢ dudi tridu Bé-ha ma than thiép
ldy lam sung sudng. Nhimg cai dep, cai quy, cai la dy
khong nhitng dugc nhan dan tan tung, ma ca cac nudc
lang giéng cling déu nirc nd khen ngoi 1a nhitng ctia bau
c6 mot khong hai trong thién ha. Mot nha van vat-hoc
Triéu-tién da khao ctru rat tinh tudng vé con Anh-vii
biét noi chin thir tiéng va con Hoa-mi hét thao mot tram
di€u ca cua B¢ ha trong by sach mdi soan, d?ly té1 nam
muoi pho va dai tdi ba trdm sau muoi nham chuong.
Trong bang cac con vat sdng 1au nhat thé-gidi ciia mot
nha bac hoc An-do, doi rua ctia Bé ha dugc xép dimg
dau. Cai mil mién va cai 4o long bao cua B¢ ha da duoc
nudc Tay-di sai st sang xin v& hinh dé dem bay vao ti
guong trong vién bao- tz‘mg . sau hét dén céi vuon hoa
ky di ctia Thai tur. Vuon ay cac nudc lang giéng déu cho
1a dep va quy gap boi vuon thuong uyén, va vua nuoc
Ba-tu vira cho st gia sang xin mot vai giong hoa la ma
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Thai tir gdy duoc. Do thyc 13 thtr quy nhat trong nhimg
thr quy ¢ dudi triéu Bé-ha...

Tuc thi hoang-dé noi tran 16i-dinh :

- Théi-tir 13 mot tén tic tir bat hiéu bat muc. N6 nhon
tram, nd dam lan tram u ? Phai bé ngay no6 vao nguc toi.

Th-phi lam ra bd so hai, voi quy xuéng tau :

- Muon tau Thanh-thuong, xin Thanh-thuong hay dep
con thinh nd dé than thiép duoc bay to hét 16i. Mudn
tau Bé-ha, néu Bé-ha bo nguc Thai tir thi toi than thiép
rat 1on, dd vo tinh gy nén cai va nay. Va dudi troi, cai
gi khong 1a cta B¢ ha. Thai tir 1a thai tr cua B¢ ha thi
cai vuon quy cua thai tor khong 1a cia Bé-ha, con la
cua ai ? Vay, mudn tdu Bé-ha, sao Bé-ha khong ctr dé
thai tir dimg trong nom cham chi noi vuodn ay, dé thinh
thoang B¢ ha ngu t61 thuong hoa ?

Hoang-dé vui cuoi :

— Hay ! Hay ! Néu ai khanh khong tau bay rd cac 18
thi suyt nira tram da 16 lam.

Th phi lai tiép :

- Mudn tau Bé-ha, nay gip tiét thu mat meé, chinh 1a
thot hoa ctc thinh khai. Thai ti co gay dugc mdt loai
clic tén goi « Cuc huyén », liy gidng ¢ tin ving cao



Khai Hung | 12

nguyén xr Tay-tang; hoa vira rong, vira day canh dai va
den va min va muot nhu tuyét nhung den. Thr hoa quy
ay moi ndm nd co6 mot 1an vao khoang trung tuan thang
chin va hién Thai-tir gitr rat bi mat dé mot minh thudng
lam. Vay sao Thanh Thuong khong ha 1énh truyén cho
Thai tir dén hom ram thang chin nay dit tiéc yén ¢ noi
vuon riéng dé rude Thanh-gia t6i ngu ngoan cc.

Hoang-d¢é lai vui cudi
- Hay ! Hay ! Ai khanh tau rat hop y trAm.

Bén tirc téc cho doi quan ngy-tién thong-sy vao cung
thao ngay mot dao chiéu-chi truyén cho thai-tir phai
dung dém hom ram thang chin sira soan mot tiéc yén o
noi vuon riéng dé ruéc Thanh-gia t6i ngu 1dm hoa ctc
huyen lay glong Y Vung cao nguyen xtr Tay-tang. Loi
chiéu thém rang : « Néu thai ttr cd ¥ tang nac loai hoa
quy, thi cu chiéu luat Dai- -Trung- Quoc ma két toi, toi
khi quan va toi tang nic mot thir qudc-bao. »

Thai-tir dwong dimg ngam may do bach cic ham-tiéu
thi quan hau vao bao c6 chiéu-chi Thanh hoang. Chang
vOi truyén bay hwong an, d6t huong tram lay tam lay
roi quy nghe tuyén chiéu.

Loi chiéu vira ngt thi suyt nita thai-tir ngut theo.
Choi hoa trong bao nam nay, chang chua tung biét co
loai ctiic huyén. Ma néi gi loai cuc ! Co loai hoa nao
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canh lai den va min va mugt nhu nhung den ? Chang
mong rang vua cha 1am mau huyén véi mau tim thim
: nhung khong, 161 chiéu di cit rd nghia chit « mau
huyén » 12 mau den va min va muot nhu nhung den.
Thuc 12 minh bach, khong con 1am 1an gi nita, khong
con ngo vuc gi ntra.

Song thai-tir cling ¢6 guong phu phuc xuéng tham
vang va tung ho : « Thanh thuong van tué, van van tué,
dira con bat hiéu nay xin khAm mang. » Vi thai-tir 13
mot nguoi con chi hiéu, khong dam trai 1énh vua cha
mot 1an nao, du cong viée vua cha giao pho cho kho
khan va nguy hiém dén dau mic long.

Nhung 1an nay coéng viéc vua cha giao phé cho lai
khong con 1a kho khan va nguy hiém nita. P6 hinh nhu
1a mot cong viée khong lam noi, khong thé 1am duoc.

Dau sao, thai-ttr cling binh tinh cho do1 quan coi vuon
dén ma bao rang :

- Phu-hoang vura Xuong chiéu truyén cho ta dén ram
thang chin ndy dit tiéc yén ¢ noi vudn riéng dé rudc
Thanh-gi4 téi ngu 1am loai ctic huyén cua ta, loai ctc
canh den va min va muot nhu tuyét nhung den.

Quan coi vuon voi1 kéu :

- Tau Di¢n ha, trong vuon khong co loai cuc huyén
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ma ké ha than thiét tuong trong thién ha lam gi lai c6
dugc mot loai cuc huyén ?

Thai tir than nhién no1 :

- Phy-hoang d truyén c6 thi phai c6. Phu-hoang da
muon coi thi phai tim ra cho bang dugc, du trong su tim
kiém phai hi sinh dén tinh mang.

- Vay ké ha than xin dem dau dang 1én Thanh thuong
dé chiu toi thay cho Thai tir, chit qua thuc ké ha than da
doc hét cac sach dong, tay khao ctru vé khoa thao moc
hoc ma chua timg thay c6 ban chép dén, da dong dén
mot loai cuc huyén bao gi0. Tau Pién-ha, c6 chang loai
cuc huyén chi 1a mot loai cuc « huyén 40 » do khéi 6c
tudng tugng loai nguoi phac hoa ra.

Thai-tir chau may, git :

— Nguoi ctr néi loanh quanh mai. Phu-hoang da noi
& vuon ta co loai ctc huyén thi vuon ta phai c6. Ma néu
chua c6 thi phai tim kiém xem & dau c6 dé mua... Hay
ta thir sang tan vung cao nguyén xur Tay-tang 1a noi san
xuat giong cuc huyén, nhu 10i chiéu chi da day ?

Tt thi thai tir kén du mot tram ky-si gioi nhat nudce
cho cudi mot trim tudn ma nhanh nhat nudc, ciing vién
quan coi vuon ngay hom 4y khoi hanh sang Tay tang dé
mua cuc huyén.
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Giong gid hon thang troi, quan coi vuon va mot trim
ky-si gioi nhat nudc cudi mot trim tuan-ma nhanh nhat
nudc van chua trd vé. Ma hom nay da 1a muoi ba thang
chin. Hai hom nita hoang-dé s& ngu gia dén xem cuc
huyén.

Thai-tir mong ngéng tin tic va lo s mat ngti mat an.
Ngay ngay chang ra tham nhirng khém cuc trong vuon.
Céac hoa déu da ham tiéu. Théi-ttr di tir géc no sang
goc kia, nhan xét ting hoa mot : bong thi vang, bong
thi trang, bong thi tim, bong thi hong. Tinh khong mot
bong nio c6 chom sac den. « Ma den sao dugc ! » Théi-
tr mim mim nghi tham.

Hy-vong thai-tir chi dat vao doan phai by sang Tay
tang. Hy vong mong manh nhung van con 13 hy-vong.
Biét dau, phai, biét dau Troi, Phat lai khong phu ho,
do-tri, lai khong doai tuong téi tim long hiéu thao cia
thai-tir ma khién cho doan phai b thanh cong.

Pém hom 4y quan coi vudn va mdt tram ky si gioi
nhét nudc cudi mot trim tudn ma nhanh nhét nudc van
chua vé. Sudt nim canh thai tir ding trén lau cao dam
dam trong vé hudng tay, ling hét tinh than dé doi nghe
mot tiéng nhac ngua.
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Binh minh hém sau, quan coi vuon va ba vién ky-si
phi tuan-ma vé td1 dong cung. Chin muoi bay, nguoi va
ngua, hoac 6m, hoac chét, rai rac & gioc duong.

Thai-ttr voi chay xudng lau va cat tiéng hoi :
- Bong cuc huyén... ?

Muon tau Dién-ha khong c6 ctic huyén. Rut 101, quan
coi vuon nam vutra, ngat vi mét.

Kook sk

« Con c6 dém nay nira. Bém mai... » Thai tir khong
dam nghi tron tu tuong.

Chang thong tha, buon rau, di tan bo trong vuon, bén
nhitng khom mau don, khom ctc da ban khai, va rung
rinh dudi anh trang vang.

Chang ngtrng nhin troi, tro1 khong mot gon may nho.
Bong Hang Nga l4p 16 sau manh to lidu thuét tha, nhu
con e 1& then thung. Thai-tir tham nghi : « Chi Hang
oi, chi c6 muu ké gi ctru ta ra khoi ndi kho khin nay
khong? Pém mai, néu ta khong c6 bong ctic huyén dé
tién dang Hoang-phu thi ta s& bi khép vao toi tang nic,
va chi s& khong con dugc thay bong ta an hién trong
bong 14, bong hoa... »

Bdng, kinh ngac xiét bao ! trong tia anh tring, mot
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thi€u-ntr hién ra, mot thi€u-ntr van xi€ém 40 mau xanh,
vén man liéu budc to1 trerde mat thai tir vai chao va e
phép hoi :
- Thua, tién ty xin vao hau dang Pong-cung Thai tu.
Thai tir ngay nguoi dung lang.

« La ! bém khuya... Nguoi con gai nay tur dau lot
duoc vao trong cung-dién, trong vuon riéng... » A thanh
y nhac lai :

- Thua ngai, tién ty mudn xin vao yét kién dic Pong-
cung Thai ta.

Thai-tir quat hoi :
- Nguoi 13 ai ? O dau dén day ?

- Thua, céc c¢o chii cua tién ty & ngay gan day. Cac co
chu sai tién ty sang xin Thai-tor mgt viéc...

- Chinh ta 1a Thai tr. Cac c¢6 chii nguoi mudn xin diéu
gi?

A thanh y thup xuéng lay :

- Pong-cung Thai tir thién tué, thién thién tué ! Cac

coO chu tién ty mudn xin Dién-ha rong phép cho muon
dinh Khan-hoa cua Di¢n-ha d€ hop mat dém nay.
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Thai tor nghi tham : « Cac c6 chu... hop mat. » ROi tO
mo hoéi :

- Hop mat dé lam gi ? Ma cac ¢6 cha nguoi 13 ai d6 ?

- Tau Dién-ha, cac c¢6 chu ti¢n ty la nhitng c6 lang
diéng cua Dién-ha. Bém nay cac c6 chu hop ky hoi
dong bat thuong dé ban vé mdt vi¢c to1 quan trong.

Thai-tir cang kinh ngac : « Cac ¢6 lang diéng. . Canh
dong-cung co6 thay bong thiéu nir nao dau ?... Ma sao
101 1& dra nit ty nady chai chudt 13 nhu thé ? » Chang
mim cuo1 dap :

- Puoc, nguoi vé néi cac co chh ctr téi Khan-hoa dinh
ma hop phién hoi dong bat thuong. Ta cho phép, nghe !

-Gia !

A thanh y mung 1& vai chao lui got.

ek

Thai tr dimg chd xem nhirng ¢ lang diéng 1a nhimng
thiéu-nir ndo ma xua nay chang chua timg gip mit.
Chi mot 1at sau, mot lué)ng g16 nhe thoang dua huong
tram. To lidu se s& rung dong, canh l4 se s€ dan ra.
Tt bén phia cac thiéu-nit khoan-thai budc t6i, Thai-
tor ngo ngac nhin : Toan nhitng giai-nhan khong quen
biét va toan nhitng nhan sic tuyét voi. Mdi ngudi moi
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dep, khong thé cho dugc ai hon ai : Co nhirng tadm than
manh ré nhung rt nd nang can ddi. C6 nhiing tim than
day din nhung khong to béo ning né. Nudc da min
va mat, khudn mit hodc bau duc, hodc trai xoan, hodc
tron trinh déu c6 nhitng nét nhip nhang va linh dong.
V¢ mat hoac thuy mi, hoac sdc sao, hodc nhanh nhen
déu nhuém mét tinh than trang nha nén tho. Y phuc thi
hau du hét cac mau tuoi sang : mau hong, mau do, mau
vang, mau xanh, mau tréng, mau tia, mau tim, mau nau,
hodc dam, hodc nhat, hodc ndi, hodc chim, va ludn ludn
bién sic dudi anh tring thu, thudt tha uyén chuyén nhu
nhitng cdnh hoa hoat dong trong lan gi6 sém.

Thai tir hoa ca mat. Va chang nham dém : C6 t6i linh
mot tram thiéu-ntr.

Mot nang y phuc mau nguyét bach, tién 1én trudc,
noi:

- Kinh tau bién-ha, em xin thay mat tat ca cac chi
em dong di & ddy ma cti chic Pién-ha thién tué, thién
thién tué. Sau nira xin dang 161 cam ta Dién-ha da rong
luong cho muon noi cung dién thAm nghiém dé hop
mit tbi hdm nay.

Thai tir ngdy ngit nghe nhirng 10i néi diu dang, thanh
thot nhu tiéng ca chim hoang oanh trong khom hoa
thom mat. Va chang lang lang gio tay moi cac thiéu ni
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budc 1én dinh Khan-hoa.

Kk

Trong dinh Khan-hoa cao rong, tuong cot son mot
sac thién-thanh, cic thi€u-ntr nghiéng minh ngodi trén
don str. Nang mac 4o mau nguyét bach ding 1€n noi :

- Kinh tau Dién-ha, trudc khi khai hoi dong, em...
ma cac chi em ddy da yéu mén bau vao ghé chu tich,
em xin gidi thi€u cac chi em véi Dién ha da. Em va hai
hién muéi (tré hai thiéu nit cung mot khuén mat, va
van 40 mau héng, mau tia) ho Nguu, tiéu tu Bach-mau
don, Hong-Mau-Pon, Ta-Mau Pon. Tam chi day cing
mdt vé mém mai, phong nha Ia tdm chi em ho Gian,
tiéu tu TS-Tam, Bach-Ngoc, Nhéat-diém, Triét—Déng,
Hodc-Lan, Cam-Lan, Phong-Lan, Diép-Lan. Chi mac
chiéc 40 mau hong ngdi bén 14 chi Lé-Puong. Em chi
mic 40 mau hong ngdi bén 1a chi Hai-Puong. Ba chi
quang khan lya moéng, mau phon phét trang, hong va
tia 12 ba chi em ho Triéu tiéu tu Bach-Pao, Héng-f)éto
va Ta-Pao. Ngoi doi dién 1a hai co6 em ngoai-thich ctia
cac chi Pao. Mot chi ho Mai, mét chi ho Ly, ca hai
déu cot cach thanh tao, dang dap gia dan. Chi ngdi sau
lung da min nhu bach ngoc, toc sang nhu may chiéu,
dau doi mil vang, minh mic 4o doan trang, c6 choang
khan lya xanh Ia chi Tién-Nga ho Thuy. Bén chi doi
mil cdnh sé mau vang mau tring, mau tim, mau do déu
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ho Kim tén Tudc. Con nam chi mac 4o mau ruc ro kia
thi ho Quy, tén Cam, tén Phu, tén Thuc, tén Thu, tén
Hudéng-nhat. Chi mac 4o hé)ng nhat, tay cam chiéc quat
l6ng céanh tra 1a chi Phu-Dung ho Thu. Chi d6i mii dudi
phuong ngdi cudi hang ghé tht hai 13 chi Phuong-Vy
ho Kim-tinh. Chi ¢6 tAm than manh ré va nuée da nhu
tuyét la chi Hué ho Bdi-Lan. Chi mac a0 mau la ma
ding tua ¢t bén hang hién kia tuc danh Ia chi Thién-
ly. Van 4o nhung to va ngdi dau hang don thir ba 1a
chi em chi Mai-Khoi ho Nguyét-quy tiéu ty Lé-Duong,
Hoang-Yén Hong-Nhung, Hong-Qué. Pung vin vai chi
Hoéng—Yén 1a ¢d em ho chi, tiéu ty TAm-Xuan.

Thay nang Mau-Pon kéo dai cudc gidi thiéu, nang
Bach-Cc sot rudt va tire toi, vi mai chua th?iy nang chu
tich dém sia dén ho Ctc nha minh, mot ho 16n vao buc
nhat, danh gid vao buc nhat. Nang lién dimg 1én mia
mai ngat 10 :

- Em xin phép ban chen mdt cau, mot cau théi. Em
thiét tuong ong Hoang-tr ddng t6n kinh cta chi em
chung ta han da té nhan ting nét, tmg mau trong nhan-
sic va y-phuc cua chi em ching ta 101, 1o 14 chi chu-tich
ho Nguu con phai ta ti my cho mat thoi gio.

Nang Mau-Don mim cudi mia mai dap lai :

- Cling can no6i thém qua loa dé Thai tu biét ro coi
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ré timg ho timg chi mot chir. Chang han néu khong ta
minh bach - minh bach chit khong phai ty my, - thi Thai
tir biét dau réng chi vo1 cac chi Thuoc-Duoc cung ¢
trong mot ho Bao.

Nang Bach-Ctc tré nén ranh manh :

- Con ai hiéu ho hang tung-tich chi Thugc Dugc dugc
bang chi !

Céc thiéu nit che miéng khiic khich cudi vi déu biét
rang nang Mau-Pon tuy dugc bau 1én dia-vi hoa-khoi,
ma van c6 mau Thuoc-Duge trong huyét quan, va ho
Nguu chi 1a mot chi nhanh cua dai toc Bao. Théy duoc
chi em khuyén khich, nang Bach-Ctc cang tan nhan :

- Néu can phai n61 minh bach thi sao chi khong thuat

lai ca cai lai lich vé vang cua chi ?

Cu-toa cuoi cang to, vi ai cling con nhd nam xua
ho Mau-DPon bi hoang hau Vo-tac-Thién day xuong
Giang-nan mot dao.

dkokook

Tt ndy thai tir van ngdi im, Am tham nhan xét ting
thiéu nit. Bay gio thay c6 su xich mich gitra hai nang
Mau-Don va Bach-Céc chang lién dimg 1én noi :

- Thua céc tiéu thu, dang 18 trong phién hoi hop cua
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cac tiéu-thu ké dy-thinh nay khong duoc phép ban chen
mot cau. Nhung vi sau mdt con bang hoang ma ding
trudc nhimg tdm nhan sic nhu kia, ai 13 khong bang
hoang - t6i dd nhan ra rang cac tiéu thu va to6i qua 1a
chd 1an can, quen biét, vi thé t6i ma&i dam cung cac tiéu
thu ban mot cu ndy : Toi thiét tudng da quen biét nhau
thi 1o 13 con phai gidi thiéu. Vang, chang 1 cac ¢ thé
nao chur t61 thi t61 da nhan ra tirng c6. Thuc vay, co
Moc-Lan a, ¢c6 dung ngd vuc ma thi tham v&i em 1a ¢
Moc-Lién nita. Ptng bén ¢ ha chang phai cac cd6 Moc-
Qué, Méc-Can, Moc-Huong ? Trong ho Mdc, ai néy
van duoc binh yén ca ddy chi ? Con ba cb Tién-xuan-
la, Tién-hong-la, Tién-thu-la chang hay lau nay co ct
duoc bo y-phuc kiéu méi nao khong ? C6 Thuy-Huong
thi t6i chac van ty ché ldy cac tht nudc thom sirc toc
ma dung... O ! suyt nita t6i quén c¢6 Bach-Lién va co
Hoéng-Lién ho Ha. Hai ¢6 van ctr bén 18n nhu thuong.

Céc thiéu nir vui cuo1 quay nhin ca vé phia hai nang
Bach-Lién va Hong-Lién dang cam chi€c quat xanh
hinh tron che khuat cua mat hoa.

Mot thiéu-nir mic 40 mau thién-1y dting 1én. Cir toa
thi thao : « Chi Hoang-lan. » Nang noi :

- Chi chu tich ho Nguu cho moi chi em ta dén hop
to1 hom nay tai Khan-hoa-dinh, c6 viéc gi quan trong
khong hay chi ¢c6 mdt muc dich dem ching ta ra gigi-
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thiéu vo1 ong Hoang-tir ?
Nang Mau Pon voi dap :

- C6 chu ! Bay gi(‘)’ gi4i thiéu xong r0i, em xin tuyén
bb khai-mac hoi-dong. Hom nay ching ta dem ra ban
c6 mot viéc, nhung vi¢c ay rat quan trong. Nguyen it
lau nay tat ca chi em ta déu nhéan thay su thay doi cua
Thai tir. Ngai khong vui tuoi nhu trude nira. Lic nao
ngai cling u rot, au sau, va co vé tu lu. Sang hom nay
em lai nghe thay hai thi si Hoang-Oanh va Bach-Yén
xudéng hoa véi nhau, trong tho ca day nhimng 10i cam
dong day nhiing tir oan trach. Chung ta ngod rang o
Poéng cung sip xay ra mot diéu gi dir doi. Hom nay chi
em chung ta hop mat tai day, dang I¢€ dé ctir mot dai st
dén tham Thai-ttr va hoi ngai xem duyén cd vi dau ngai
budn phién, sdu ndo, xem duyén cé vi dau lai c6 nhiing
bai ca nhu than nhu khoc ¢ khu vuon nay, 1a noi bao gio
cling chi c6 nhitng mau trong sang va nhiing 161 ca ém
am, vui tuoi. Nhung, may thay, ngai lai c6 mit tai noi
hoi hop, vay chung ta c6 nén dem diéu éy ra hoi théng
ngai khong, va 1am nhu thé, c6 khoi duong dot khong ?

skekosk

Thai tor khong doi 101 dap cua ctr toa, voi dung 1én
noi :

- Lam nhu thé khong c6 gi la duong dot ca. Thua cac
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tiéu thu, qua thuc to1 budn phién 1am. Ma ¢6 1& chi mot
hom nira 13 t6i s& phai roi bé noi vudn ndy va xa han
cac ¢ lang-giéng xinh dep cua ti.

O khap céc hang don, x6n xao nhitng cau kinh hoang:

- Ro1 cai vuon nay ? Roi cung dién nay ?

Thai-tir cudi budn noi tiép :

- C6 khi bj két vao 4n tir-hinh nita Ia khéc.

Tiéng kéu rt 1én :

- Tro1 o1 ! Tt hinh !

Co thé 1am. Vi toi da pham mot to1 rat nang, to1 tang
nac mot thir qudc-bao, ma tdi chua tung bi€t rang co &
dudi troi nay. Quoc-bdo do la... 1a bong Cuac huyén.

- Cuc huyén !

Ainay nhao nhao Ién va nhin don ca vé phia cic nang
Cuc ruc rd trong cac bd y phuc méi, mau trang, mau
vang, mau hong, mau tim, mau nau.

Thai-tur noi ti€p :

- Hoang-dé xudng chiu truyén dém mai la ram thang
chin Ngai s€ ngy gid dén thudéng ngoan Cuc huyeén cua
to1 & no1 vuon nay. Ma Cuac huyén qua to61 khong co, va
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t61 thiét tudng cling chang dau co.
Nang Nhat-Diém dtng 1én hoi :

- Thua cac chi Bach-Cuc, Paiboa, Kim-Ctc, Hé)ng-
Cuc, Tu-Cuc, trong ho Cuac, ho Bao ¢6 nganh nao la
nganh Cuc-Huyén khong ? Nang Mau-Pon thay 1oi
dap:

- Noi gi trong ho Bao, dén ca trong Hoa quoc ching
ta, tim dau cho ra mot mau den, mot mau huyén ?

Nang Bach-bao tho thé :

- Nhung nay Hoang-thuong bat phai c¢6 cuc huyén,
thi biét [am thé nao ?

Thai tir cti nhin dap :
- Thi thai tir nay danh chiu ti, chir biét sao ?
Nang Méu-Pon tiép ludn :

- Va vuon nay s€ bi tan pha hay lot vao tay mdt nguoi
khac, mot nguoi khong thuong yéu hoa. Khong, khong
thé thé dugc. Chi em chung ta phai bay muu 1ap meo
gitp Thai-ttr ra khoi budce kho khan.

Nang Hoang-Cuc budn rau lay lai :

- Bay muu, lap meo ! Muu gi ? Meo gi ?
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Nang Kim-Tudc ding 1én noi :

- Nhung céc chi ¢6 biét mau den hay mau huyén thé
nao khong da ?

Tiéng thi thao ¢ khap cac ghé : « U, mau huyén la
mau gi nhi ? Mau den nhu thé nao nhi ? Chi c6 trong
thay mau den bao gio khong ? »

- Em biét mau huyén 1a mau gi ro1 !

Moi ngudi quay lai nhin xem ai thi d6 1a nang Tién-
xuan-la. Lién tranh nhau hoi :

- Mau huyén 12 mau gi ? Mau huyén nhu thé nao ?

- Mau huyén 1a mau khong trang khong xanh, khong
lam, khong hong, khong tim, khong vang, khong do,
khong nau.

- R6i gi nita ? Hinh trang n6 nhu thé nao ?

- N6 thé.

Cur toa cuoi vang. Nang Tién-xuan-La xau ho ngoi
xuong. Nang Mau-DBon noi :

- Mau huyén 1a mot mau khong c6 trong loai hoa.
Nhung biét dau lai khong c6 trong loai nguoi. Chi bang
dem hoéi Thai-tir xem mau ay thé nao.
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Thai-tor mim cuo1 dap :

- Mau huyén, nhu c6 Tién-xuin-La d3 néi, khong
phai la mau do hay mau tim, hay mau lam, hay mau
luc. Nhung néu dem nhiing mau ay tron 1an nhau va
tron cho khéo, cho dung phan ly thi chiing ta s€ c6 mot
mau ma ngudi ta goi 1a mau huyeén.

Mot vai thidu-nit khic khich cudi :

- Théi-ttr gidang nhu thé, ch‘ﬁng ta van khong thé
muong-trong ra dugc mau huyén.

Thai tor nhu chot nghira :

- A duoc ! t6i xin di ldy mau huyén cho céc ¢d xem.

Chang lién vao ndi cung, m¢& ruong lay chiéc ao
khoac nhung to mau den, cam ra Khan-hoa dinh bao
cac thiéu-ntr :

- Pay, mau huyén ddy. Cai 40 khoac nay t6i vira may
xong, dinh dé sang xuin dem ting cong chia nudc
Nam-chiéu ma t6i mudn tGi du lich. bay, cac co coi,
tuyét min va muot, cac co xét ky dén dau ciing khong
tim ra duoc mot soi to khong huyén 1an & trong. Vi thé
ma chiéc 40 khoac nay rat quy.

Céc thiéu nir chay x6 ca lai gan chd thai tir dung :
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- D6 1a mau huyén ? O ! Mau huyén la nhi !
Thai-tor mim cuo1 bao Bach-Cuc :

- Vay Bach-Clc tiéu-thu uwém thir chiéc 4o vao nguoi
xem coO nd1 khong nao ?

- Phai day ! Phai ddy. Chi Bach-Clic mic thir xem.
Ra! Ra mau !

Céc thi€u-ntr xim nhau 161, day nang Bach-Ctc ra
gitra phong, r61 khoac chi€éc 40 mau huyén 1én nguoi.

- Khong ! Mac vao kia ! Mac han hoi vao da.

Bach-Cuc bén 1&n va lung tang 1am theo, x0 tay, that
giai, vuot ta. Tieng vo tay trong nhirng tiéng mung reo :

- Bong Cuc Huyén ! Bong Cac Huyén dep 1am ! C6
bong Cuc Huyén roi !

Thai-tir ngam nghia noi :

- Ctic Huyén dep thuc !

Nang Bach-Mau-Pon giong ghen ti :

- Tau Pién-ha, thé Mau-Pon huyén c6 dep khong ?
Thai-tr vo1 chira :

- bBep lam chir. C6 nao mac mau huyén ciling noi,
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cling dep.

Bong c¢6 tiéng ga gay sang. Cac thiéu nit voi vang
chay ca ra vuon :

- Théi, kinh chao Dién-ha. S& c6 budi tai ngd.

Thai tir budn rau, mo mdng nhin theo bay thicu nir r&
14, tdn mat di vao trong hoa.

Hkok sk

Sang hom sau, thai-ttr tinh giac, thdy minh nam ngi
trong mot gian phong ¢ dinh Khan-hoa. Chang bd ngd
nhin quanh phong mot luot, r6i ding diy sang bén
khach sanh la noi chang nhé& ¢6 cudc hoi hop tdi hom
qua. Cac don st van con bay thanh hang rat co trat tu.
Va phang phét chang con ngiri thady mui huwong, trong
d6 chang nhan ra dugc huong timg mdi tha hoa.

Vay mong hay thuc ? Thai-tir tham hoi. Chang budc
xubng vuon. Ngoai vuon hoa phu-dung, hoa cuc dua
nd, hén ho trong gio thu lanh, trong swong thu lam.

Thai-tir lai gan

Trong dam cuc du cac mau, mau tréng, mau héng,
mau nau, mau tia, mau tim, mau vang, gitra nhirng mau
tuoi sang Ay, ky di thay ! ding khép nép nhu then thing
trong y-phuc méi mot bong cuc dep nhat, c6 dang dap
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nhat, mot bong cuc huyén, canh den va min va muot
nhu nhung to.

Thai-tor mim cuo1 nhin bong hoa méi :

Roi than nhién ha lénh stra soan tiéc yén dé nghénh
thanh gia t61 hom nay.
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