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ngr ba mau trén dudng trdi.
Bay chim trén chac cay.

Khong khi thé yéu; tuy vay, trén mat cd
mém van c6 mot vaichén suong mu long
nhu chéo trang. Xa xa, mdt bién tinh bo,
nhung long bién chua nguoi duc tinh va
c6 hong bién ¢ chua.

Mady hom sau, gié nin thoi, bau troi
tram cam...

Nudc My sach. Cod dugc cat ky con
hon téc dugc hét... Canh dep va canh
tré.. Bu6i mai méi tinh, hai ngudi dan ba
Lao di hai 14 non tu s6m d€ an mdc dau
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com ti nan van c¢6 mon rau hang ngay.
Bay chim ctt ngtia mo hot, kéu doi niém
vui. Long chdu Los-Angeles mat; long
chdo Di¢n Bién Pht, noi ngudi Phép can
tién, nat tan danh du vi Vién ngoc Vién
Pong, khong biét c6 nong, nhung chic
chan Saigon thi khong lanh ro6i da. Doi
vu ctia H6 Chi Minh city lam khi 1én con
sot kho siia.

Tam boi chut phan hong trén hai go
ma roi di ra x€p ha ng an com sang. Da
Tam trang hon ai hét trong dam nguoi
sap ha ng mot ding dgi. Do6i ma Tam
trong hoi léch, bdi vi chi mot bén cé cdi
lim dong tién thoi, nhung bo nguc thi
hai bén can bang trén cai bung dep.

Chuong trinh ctiu ngudi vugt bién
da cho dan ti nan dn nhiing bia com
xinh xdn. TAm cdm mot ban tin viia coi



W@ 9

viia an. Bai bao viét bang tiéng Anh dap
vao mat Tam cau hoi:

— Moi ngay ban dn bao nhiéu mau
sac?

Mau sac, theo tic gia bai nay la rau
va qua. Hay an hét mot mam com dang
td sac tham trudc mat ban: Trai chuoi
mau va ng diép, ca chua do choét, dua
leo ma u lam luc, ca rot do hong, 14 rau
diép xanh... Nhan sac cia mdt biia an
dang day thi véi tiing miéng ngon tuoi
dep. Va hay kiéng bét thit ca da tinh...

Tam nhin com, tham nghi “sang nay
toi an mau trang’.

Tam ddt t6 bdo xudng ban. Nguoi
dan dng My cao to va tré, phu bép khong
luong trong trai ti nan, dén bén Tam ggoi
chuyén:
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— Tén t6i la Jeffrey. C6 can giup d6 gi
khong?

Tam noi tén minh ra. Anh ta dua cho
Tam manh giay va bao:

— Dia chi cua t6i. Sau nay néu co co
diéu gi can tim dén toi.

Troi nin mua gan mot thang nay.
Mit trdi & My hinh nhu nhé con hon
mat troi Viét Nam nén tam tinh cua thoi
ti€t My it ndng nay. Sai Gon d6 mo hoi
hoét hoai.

Tam cam ly nudc budc vé trai, ngtia
mdt bat 14y stic nang clia anh sang trén
ving tran chua c6 v€t nhan. Mot ga ti
nan tién dén trudc mat Tam, chao:

— Tén to6i la Phan Van Luong. Ngay
mai toi roi trai. Day la dia chi ctia t6i. Sau
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nay néu chung ta cé diéu gi can tim dén
nhau.

Tam cting khai tén ho minh ra.

Tam stia soan di hoc 16p Anh van
dudi bong cay. Gido vién dén day la mot
nhom tri thic qudc té va ngudi ti nan
tha ho dat cau hoi.

Duéi béng cay, mot 6ng thay day
sinh ngti khuyén hoc tro:

— Quy vi nén & lai tai day cho dén
ngay nhd trai d€ hoc thém Anh ngd,
dliing nén xuat trai ngay... trinh do con
qua yéu kém; ra ngoai, quy vi chi cé thé
ki€m dugc nhiing viéc lam lao dong ma
it luong nhu rtia chén bat tai cac nha
hang, hodc cat cd, hoac san s6c ngudi gia
tai cac vién dudng lao, hoac do6 rac, hodc
x0i rtia cau tiéu...
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Mot ti nan gia lo ra:

~ Trd ngai néi ning... Ong thay oi,
gia roi, hoc tiéng Anh khong vo... No6i
chuyén cu quen miéng chém tiéng Phap
vO hoai...

Ong thdy cudi, tiép tuc gidng bai:

— Ngudi di tan dling bao gid uéc mo
trang s6 dé & My. Co6 thé mot hay hai lan
gi do, ban ra dudng nhit dugc to giay
mot dollar hodc hai dollar cta ai lam
rét... Nhung, than may man chi c6 thé
phtt hd cac ban chling dé thoi, ban dling
hy vong trung nhiing so tién to hon... vi
ong cha ctia chung ta khong ai hy sinh
xuong mau cho cdi dai cudng quoc nay
ca nén chung ta khong dugc tién nhan
ctia ngudi My hau ta.

Ong thdy lai néi:
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— Di 1a dai... Minh 6 lai cing ching
ai lam gi minh hét... Nhung bay gi¢ cling
hay con kip: Con tau Thuong Tin da ché
5 ngan ngudi hoi huong. Nhiing ngudi
hodng hot bo chay do, nay da tré vé nude
me. Cdc ban nén nghi lai... Nudc Viét
Nam nay da thong nhat, nhung sao cac
ban lai dién r6 ca chén vugt bién. My
mat tiéu mot ti do-la cho cdi cuc cung
chién tranh Viét Nam... ctua quy vi roi.

Ong thdy phan chién nhin miy ti
nan gia, ndi giong xuong dudng:

— Bac di, bo lai nha ctia co nghiép.
Luc khé cuc vi chién tranh thi bac &, luc
sung suéng thong nhat cé dugc mot qué
huong thénh thang hai mién Nam Bac
nhap mot thi bac di.

Ti nan bép tay, hodc bé ngon tay,
mau gam lén trong dong mach nhung
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cO tot nhin. Mot thang nay, riéng trong
cong dong ti nan ngudi Viét 6 trai A-san
da xay ra sau vu au da, trong khi do, cong
dong Mién va Lao dugc dai phat thanh
ghi nhan khong cé dap 1on la 6.

Nguoi xua da truyén miéng lai
rang cu Mac Pinh Chi di st nghe nguoi
Tau noi:

— Dan An Nam, vdc thi nho, tam thi
ngan, nhung khu khi rat hung hau khi
phé binh doi tu cua ké khac va mdc cam
tu ton qua 16n.

Ngay hom nay, song chung trong
trai ti nan, ngudi Viét Nam dao dat mot
ngudn cam hung khi xoi méc nhau va
tung tin don: Dan 6ng Mit minh sang
My loang xuong long goi hét roi, teo roi
chu khong to nhu hdi xua nita... Bay nao,
ai chti t6i thi chang bao gio mdép méo cdi
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cuc cung gi tron... Khong tin cd thi do
coi cho biét... Du gi dau gi, thi dan ba
cling la Thi Met, Thi Mau, thi Né... quy
bau chi.

Nghe t6i ké day: Dau tién khi viia
dén My, dan ba Viét Nam mé My qua
trdi; nhung sau do, lai quay vé vé6i dan
ong Viét Nam lién, vi ham d¢i My ngoai
khoi vt hang chuc thuyén tau vigt bién
chd toan vit xiém duc.. vi mién Nam vut
mat qud nhanh, linh phai bo chay ngay
khong kip vé nha ldy theo vg con nén cdi
xac thit ngon béo ctia may Thi Met, Thi
Bep tai hai ngoai méi hap dan con hon
moén Dim-Sam & cac tiém Tau. Mot d6ng
béc sinao dé ma phai lay mot ba thg may
vi trong thtia mai thiéu. Vay, t0i dach chi
ma ta phai lay My khi ta c6 thé dé dang
lay mot 6ng 16n Viét Nam.



16 7 Ty Bting

Hai tudn sau, trai ti nan lai co tin
mdi: D6 dd, hay nhin cdi ong bac si
ngudi Nam dé, ngudi miét vuon Ba Ria
dé... dan 6ng ma lai ré dudng ngoi chinh
gitia cdi dau, dan Ong con trai phai ré
dudng ngdi mdt bén chu ai lai chia dau
toc ra lam hai phan bang nhau nhu can
can cong ly rda... Khi con & tai Ba Ria,
khi 6ng ta viia mdéi tot nghiép thi dugc
mot gia dinh giau cé kéu ga con gai, hia
sé hoi mén mot phong mach véi day du
dung cu y khoa... Muoi ngay sau, co gai
vé nha cha me va khécii, 6ng ba via méi
hoi tai sao, co ta khai:

— Mudi dém nay,. anh ay ngu riéng
dau c6 dung téi con... vi... vi trong cai
phong mach ma tia v6i md lam cta hoi
moén cho con do... khong cod cdi may
chup hinh phdi ttic la cai may roi.
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.U ... dung da, mdy cha béc si la
rda do... cudi tién mat, cudi vang lam
vQ... ngudi Hué tui cd cau ndi: “Hai hang
nguoi dn & ac ddc nhat [a may d6ng quan
tdoa va may Ong y si... con cdi cua ho roi
sé mat’...

Qi thoi, dep chuyén may 6ng béc si
Hué va 6ng bdc si Ba Ria v6i cdi may roi
lai di... Sang t6i day roi thi doc-to, tu-
bip... gi gl cling bi sung cong lam viéc tu
thién trong trai ti nan hét.

M7 ho phét quan do cho ti nan, phat
toan quan 4o mdc ngoa i thoi, ché khong
phat d6 16t... thanh ra miy thang nhéc
Cu ty Cu téo Cu toét khong c6 xi lip dé
madc bén trong cai quan tay... Ui chao..
ngay na o cling x4y ra tai nan ket chim
vao cai phet-ma-tuya. Cha me cia miy
thang Cu Ty, Cu Teo, Cu Toét dé phai
b€ ching nd vao trai phat thudc xuyt
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xo0a xin may ong bdc si lam on kéo con
chim chan chinh ctia ching né ra khéi
cai phet-ma-tuya...

Thoéi ma , chuyén may ong bac si
tham tién la chuyén xua tu doi ba Ria,
ba Bau, ba Hom, ba Hac, ba Queo, ba Ta
Lon... cht bay gid trong trai ti nan nay,
bao nhiéu 6ng bac si dang lam viéc thién
nguyén kham bénh cho dong bao ti nan.

Hai thang rudi sau, nhiéu cdp vo
chong luc duc bo nhau, moét ba vg noi:

— Anh ma yéu t6i u? Anh quay tdi thi
cd. Toi da canh cdo trudc véi anh, anh
ngd rang t6 qudc trong nam khinh nd,
anh nén kénh kénh cdi tdm than thong
minh nhat nam ti cta anh dé ma de ép
toi, toi sé cim cho anh mot céi siing... O
dé ma dan 6ng thong minh nhéat nam td.
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Ong chéng cii:

— Néu cac cu 6ng nha ta ngay xua ma
khong thong minh nhat nam tu thi lam
sao ho da thé dugc? Ho phai lam dugc
cai chi d6 ngau lam thi dan ba, ké trudc
ngudi sau mdi chiu chui vao dsi vao dui
ho dé ma deé nhau choi chu... Dan 6ng
phai 1a ké de du nam thé bay thiép chu
khong 6ng nao chiu choi v6i chi mot ba
ma thoi... Cac gia dinh ngay xua, bén
nam ba cung lan xa vao cho mot 6ng de,
ho ghen tuoéng nhau, ba nao ciing muén
mot minh dn nguyén mot cdi chad gio,
mot cai goi cuon.. Tuc 1é da thé co duge
tu xua la do tai dan ba, dan 6ng da chiu
mot ta tiéng oan...

Mot tuan sau trong gid hoc Anh
van dudi bong cay, than cong lai kiém
chuyén: “Viét Nam thong nhat... mot
phép la chua tiing c6 trong lich st”.
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May vugt bién doc than ding lén
nat:

— Véy sao khong cut vé véi cong san
di... ong c6 ngi... Pung dé ma ndi dai,
chung 6ng dép cho vdng bua ra trong
quan bay gid.

Sau khi than cong bo di, mdt gido
vién khac dén day cach chia dong tu bat
quy tac va chép lén bang bai tho nho:

Roses are red

Violets are blue

But they don't get around
Like the dandelions do
Slim Acres.

Hoa hong mau do

Hoa “diing—quén-em” mau xanh
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Nhung ching khéng moc khap noi
Nhu hoa dandelion sac vang.
Gido vién viét xong, noi:

— Bay gi¢ dén phién ca 16p hay hat
tdng t0i mot bai ca Viétnam hay that 1a
hay di nao.

Mot linh da tinh ding 1én:

— Chung ta hay hat bai Viétnam
Viétnam cua Pham Duy. Trong bai nay,
Pham Duy quing vao bao nhiéu con
chi® Viétnam Viétnam, nén hat bai na 'y
My no6 nghe né hiéu dugc may chit do,
chu hat bai khic My né déo déch hiéu.
Pham Duy sdng tac ra ca khtc ni la cot
dé cho ching ta hat trong hoan canh nay.

Ca16p hat xong, mot hoc tro hdi thay
gido:
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— Ra ngoai, ngudi My cé cho chung
to6i hoc Anh van hay bat chung t6i di lam
lién?

— Co6 ngan sach nudi ngudi ti nan
hoc English, hoc nghé. Cac ban sé ki€m
dugc viéc lam... sau d6 d€ danh tién mua
nha thuc hién... gidc mong My.

— Kiém viéc lam & van phong c6 dé
khong? Ngay con & Saigon t6i la thu ky
danh may.

— Danh mady chi cling gidong nhu di
xe dap... néu cac ban da biét tu trudc, thi
cac ban sé nhd lai ngay sau moét luc ngoi
Vao.

Mbt nii ti nan hoi:

— Chung t6i dén tii mot nudc ndng...
ma Hoa Ky thi qud lanh... Chang to6i
khong c6 tién mua thit bo dn cho am,
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liéu chung t6i c6 bi ho lao khong?
Giao vién voi cuoi:

— Ngudi My lap quoc trén tuyét, diic
tinh chiu lanh I4 niém tu hao cta ho,
chiing ta nén to ra cho ho thay ring troi
mua dong Washington cling thi vi lam
chi bod...

Ti nan lai dat van dé:

— Chung t6i c6 di hdi dau dugc
khong?

Gido vién giang:

— Hai dau strawberry... thi phai
nam... cing khoéng phai 1a nhan... Cay
dau thdp nhu ngudi ngodi... nhung gia
chtt cam khong cho minh ngdi ma hai
ma phai nam, vi ho s¢ néu minh ngoi

thi bé dau goi, ho phai chd minh di nha
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thuong diéu tri ton tién cua ho... ho con
cam minh khong dugc ding day di, ma
phai nam va bo 1é bo 1€t tli bui cdy na 'y
dén bui céy khac trong bién dau rong, va
minh phai hai lanh tay, viia giut viia ngat
viia vO... nhu dn cudp, minh phai mau
that 1a mau méi dung véi chi tiéu moi
ngay phai hai may tram pound gi gi do.

Ti nan ct héi lung tung:

— Vay thi chung t6i di hai trdi cherry..
okay?

— Hai cherry khong phai la mot
nghé.. Trai cherry nhé ma ndng, ai thay
cling them. Ban dgi dén gitia mua, lac
doé, cac tay nha nghé da hai hét nhiing
qua to rdi, cherry chi con lai nhiing qua
khong to, ban vao vidn héi mua, gia cha
s€ dua cho ban mot cdi tui nylon, ban treo
1én céy, ban viia hai viia an ngay tai cho,
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va ban cu hai hoai cho da mét so6 lugng
nao do, ban cé thé hai ca ngay, 50 hodc
70 pound, gia chu sé can va ban cho ban
moi pound chi bang 1/5 gia cherry ban
ngoai thi trudng.. . thi du , mdi pound
chi 50 xu.

Ti nan lai thac mac:
— Chg Tau c6 gan day khong?
Ong thdy tuoi cudi:

— Ngay ra khai trai, cdc ban nén lam
vai phat cha gio Sai Gon dai an nhan bao
trg. Ngay bay gio, may ban cé thé dua
tién nho t6i mua giup may ban vai xap
banh da va bun Tau... Chg Tau & rat xa
day.

Ti nan vé trai moi tién dua ra nho
ong thay mua ho¢ hai tha do6, khong nghi

rang banh sé moc va bun sé moc rau vi
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dé lau trong trai nong. Ti nan tin chac
rang: Sai Gon con mai, va cha gio sé
con véi Sai Gon, ta da quyét ra di vi giac
mad My, néu ta nuéi mong mua nha thi ta
o0i, sao khong lam tram cai cha gio bung
dén nha tho dai bao trg an..

Hon mudi nam sau, thy tro tinh c&
gap lai nhau trén dat khach, 6ng thay 6m
lay hoc tro, bao:

—Chagio Sai Gontuyétlam, ngon hon
cha gio duong dai Trung quoc Chinese
egg roll, béo hon cha gio Philumpia, bui
hon cha gio Pai Loan .

* %

Gia dinh TAm ndam vung tai trai ti
nan cho dén nga y dong cta thi dugc
mot co quan truyén gido bao trg ra ngoa
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i bao nudi an & trong mot apartment
thugc ving phu can Los Angeles.

Sau khi don dep, ké ban ghé, Tam
chai téc budc xuong tang lau dudi, go
ctia moOt can ho.

Ngudi dan 6ng My md cua ra. Tam
ngam cam mot cuc, nang da cho con
meo muon cdi miéng nén khong noi
dugc mot cau. Do 1a Jeftrey... cao to va
hién, phu bép 6 trai ti nan.

Mot lat Tam c6 noi:

— Gia dinh t6i méi don dén, & lau
trén... khong ngd 6ng cling ¢ day.. xin
ong... xin Ong...

— Xin c0 cho t6i bi€t c6 muon hoi toi
cau gi?

— Xin hoi 6ng gan day co ngodi nha
thd nao khong?
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Ngudi dan ong la ay khong phai
dong huong, khac quoc tich, khac mau
da, nhung cung chung mat thé giéi, mot
qua dat, mot bau trdi, tra 16i cham:

— Nha th6 St. Humphrey chi cach day
hai block.

Chiéu hom sau, Tam di cong chuyén
vé, m6i viia nam xudng doc vai trang
truyén dai thi co tiéng goé ctia. Tam ra
ma. Jeffrey dang dai, vai rdng, ding do.

— C6 Tam cd can hoi toi diéu gi niia
khong?

Tam khong soan bai trudc, khong
coO san ciu hoi. Chg, chua, nha thg, nha
thuong, nha quan, phong mach nha
khoa, trudng hoc, s buu dién.. déu biét
ca roi.
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Jeftrey khong dung lau, bo di. Sang
Cht nhat, ngudi la ay lai dén va néi:

— C6 cOn muon hoi t6i cau gi nia
khong va c6 c6 can toi giup co cdi gi

khong?

— Xin cdm on Ong, gia dinh t6i dang
stia soan di 1é nha tho.

— Toi xin dua gia dinh c6 di nha thd.

Trudc gidi phong 75, mdt chién si
tién don vé phép cudi Tam lam vg dugc
ndm ngay trdng mat, r6i dém sau do
chang trd ra chét tai mat tran Binh Thuy;
hién tai Tam song cung cha me trong
long chau Los Angeles. Budi sang & dy,
suong gi6 an lanh, chén com diém tam
nang an pha mau tuci dep nhu cudc déi
nang sé lam lai.
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Jeffrey hién ra moi budi chiéu dé tra
161 nhiing ciu hoi, dé€ gitp d6 nhiing diéu
can. Chang dé nghi cing Tam di shop-
ping, va di dao dé nam tay nang khi ho
budc bén nhau dudi hang cay hién lanh
ding bén bd ho ngéd ho. Tay chang kho
va &m va mém, che chd ban tay nhugc
tiéu ctia Tam. That dé tin rang chi mot
cai nam tay ctia cha ng ma toan than thé
Tam x6c manh vdéi hai ba cai run...

Tam khong hé lén can, nang ndi
trong mo:

— Tinh yéu thom nhu nuéc mam
qué huong em. Can mot miéng nem ran,
hay nhai mdt miéng banh pizza, hodc an
Mcdonald, em cdm tudng nhu nghe mot
tiéng phao n6 nho trong miéng.

Jefrey tram ldng, trong chang khong
lanh nhu dan 6ng Viét Nam, Tam ti€p:
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— Va em sé cho anh an phé mai dén
héi thé cuoi cung cua doi em.

Ro6i Tam lang man:

— Em thich doc vdn chuong duong
dai va truyén ngoai quoc. My vlia mua
cta Phi chau 25 ngan con voi... em mudn
coi voi cudi va nghe voi hat... Giong voi
hat trd tinh hon tiéng ca ctia chd, khuc
ngam ctia meo va diéu ho cua ca dolphin.

Jefrey tram ldng, trong chang khong
lanh nhu dan 6ng Viét Nam, Tam ti€p:

— Em biét vé tranh tinh vat, nghia la
vé nhiing vat thuong thay nhu hdp ca
sardine, con than lan, con kién ltia, con
gian.

Jeftrey cudi hoi:
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— Vay thi tranh dong vat c6 phai la
btic hoa nhiing con vat nhtic nhich trén
btic tranh khong em?

Tam giang:
— Em khong biét.
Tam tiép:

— Em c6 hai khuon mat.. mét, d€ em
nhin cai dep va mot, d¢€ em nhin bén

phan.
Va TAm nén tho:

— Em d6 bui dgi vao thung rac. Em
lam bép. Em khong cudixuan, khonghdn
he, khong hoai thu, khong buot dong, va
khong bao gi6 em kéu ba tiéng: em yéu
anh... trong ki€p nay.

Mot thang sau, hai ngudi cudi nhau
tai nha tho St. Humphrey, uéc mong mot
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doi mai mai bén nhau trong ngdi nha
mua dong chi mé may sudi 62 do, trong
mua he mat, trong muc sdng cao, trong
hanh phuc nhiéu... van van... Jeffrey la
cong chtc I6n ctia hiang dién thoai Veri-
zon, thinh thoang truc ca dém dé€ thanh
tra toan bd duong day va kiém soat nhan
vién duéi quyen...

Nhiing chiéu cudi tuan, hai nguoi
cung cdi giay bo dép ra, dé di chan dat
bén nhau trong nha hodc ngoai vuon.
Nhiing ngay trong tudn, buoi trua nao
Jeffrey cling vé an com nha, Tam nau
noi com tinh nghia: dong mot chén gao
nanh chon, céi bon chiéc nhan hot xoan
ra khéi tay dé vo cho sach cam. Tiép
theo,Tam bat son chdo lam ba mén cdn
ban: xao mdn canh. Pung 12 gi¢, Tam
cam nodi com dién. Nuia gid sau, noi com
vua chin t6i thi Jeffrey v€ t6i nha. Toi
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cho chong an hat com vlia chin téi; toi
khong bao gid bat chong an com ngudi
dem ham nong lai. Ngay nao toi cling
ndu hai noi com trinh trang chti khong
phai chi mét. Noi com x6i ra dugc bon
chén. Budi di€ém tam, t6i xay ddu nanh
lam sita udng am bung.

Budi com t06i, gao phai vo luc 4 gio
chiéu r6i ngdm nudc lanh. Gao phai
ngam trong nudc mat du hai tiéng, giong
nhu con trau phai tram minh trong bun
hai gio moi ngay dé khoi phat dién lén vi
cai cay nang va 6ng Trdi ndng. Budi com
toi phai dn trudc 7 gid, néu d€ mudn
hon mdi dn thi méi hon 50 tudi da phai
nhudm toc roi.

Ba ban ngud6i Hué lanh chanh néi:

— Rua la sai cong thic.. com viia chin
t6i khong déo, phai dé lau hon trén bép
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dién mot chut cho com rao nudc, déo va
mém hon.

Néu Jeftrey lam ca khuya thi ngay
do, Tam doi gio lam bép: Muoi gio dém,
Tam ndu chdo hoac xup dau ha. Gida
khuya, Tam mang t6 chdo viua chin t6i
vGi dia do xao vao sé.

Jeffrey cam tay Tam:

— Vg cho gi, dn nay.. nhung.. please...
dung bat anh dn canh mang chua. Em
diing mu6i mang chua trong nha va dling
mua mang mudi chua & siéu thi dem veé
nha.

P 6i ma da mau, mot than hinh khong
map du ngay nao ciing an thit véi gao
thom dau mua va mdét thodng kién thic
vé kinh Phét cung sach Khong Manh..
Tam con chgp thém mot cai 16c khac
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trdi thién vi cho riéng Tam, la ai méi
gdp nang lan dau tién cling thich ngay.
Muon dugc thich nhu vay, ngudi xua
day rang phai thuc tap, phai thao dién
cham chi, phai hoc thudc long nhiing
161 hay y dep, diing bao gi6 t6 ra lanh va
khon khéo vugt hdn ngudi khac trong
khi néi chuyén, méi dém phai soan bai
ky vé phuong cham xt thé dé sang mai
dem ra dp dung:

Muoén dugc yéu thi minh phai yéu
trudc da, khong gian, khong thu, khong
ghét bat cti mot ai, phai dé chiu, dé choi,
dé thuong, dé mén.. Sau chot, phai ra tai
gia chanh: ndu dn ngon va nhanh, chiu
kho dung lau trong bép dé ndu phd Bac,
btin bo Hué, mi Quéng, cha gio Sa igon.
Bép than thuong va bép thom phiic...
dan 6ng khoai an phd, dan ba thich banh
boét loc.
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Jeffrey nhin Tam lugc bun, noi:

— Cuoi tuan nay, anh sé madi 51 nguoi
ban dén nha thudng thic mén phd Bac
ctia Viétnam... Em nau cho anh noi phé
gia truyén thom mui thuéc dong y nhé.

Tam tra 1oi:

- Cai gi chd nau pho la nghé
ctia nang ma... Ching ta c6 vuon rdng

da ché dé tiép khach.

— Em dang mang thai, cling nén cd
dong chan tay chut it.

Tam cuoi:

— Stic khoe em tot lam.

Nhung Tam rén tham: “Cai giot mau
My sao ma ndng. Cdi hdt giong Hoa Ky

sao no to nhu mot trai mit Viétnam. N6
dap manh nhu bao thai cia mét con voi
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Phi chau, n6 nhtc nhich hoai nhu mot
con luon chua um xi dau”

R6i TAm noi:

— Sao t6i lén can chu khong sut ky,
sao toi dugc udng thudc bo thudc bénh..
toi c6 xe hoi dé 1ai di la m tdc, t6i 6 nha
lau va thuia tién gui nha bang, toi stic
khoé cé du... Con chong t6i thila m viéc
dém lam viéc ngay, lao dong tam ndo ma
madt ma y khong hé nhdn nhé.

Tiéng dong ho kéu tick-tick trén
tudng nghe nhu nhiing manh vun thaoi
gian dang rét xudng qua dat cu quay
hoai va u hoai.

Tam tiép:

— Sao toi khong mét phd, sao toi
khong hoc hiac nhu anh sau moéi ngay
lam viéc, va sau moi dém thtc truc?
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Jeftrey hoi:

— Em muén di du lich Trung Quoc
khong?

Tam lac dau:
— SOng sung suéng qua nhu em la cé

t0i. Em khong thiéu mot cai gi hét, doi
em day du nhu cdi td do ctia em.

Jeffrey cuong quyét:

— Anh bat budc em phai di vacation
nghi ngoi.

Tuan sau, Jeffrey dua Tam di Seattle
choi. Trén phi co, Tam chi nghi dén Sai-
gon, nghi dén may thu ngoc nga vung
Vién dong: Ngoc bich, ngoc trai, va nga
voi nhiét déi..

Nang bao chong:



40 v Ty Elng

— Sai Gon von dugc goi la Paris cta
vung Vién dong, mdt thanh ph6 ngot,
mot trung tam du lich sang trong nhat
chau A. Mau sdc cta tréi cay lam da thit
Sai Gon sang ong lén.. nhung moi mot
ngay, Sai Gon lai dong nghet ngudi va
un Un cac loai xe gan may, xe dap dién,
nén Sai Gon bui rac va d6 mod hoi hot
va trong mo hoi Sai Gon cd md& béo, co
mudi i-6t.

Sau gidi phong, dan 6ng Sai Gon tua
ra dudng nhi€u hon dan ba, dai 10 mat
qua nhiéu khodng trong, 1¢ dudng khong
con thénh thang.

Tam thuong nhdé nhiing con cho
Saigon chay theo sau nhiing chiéc xe ba
banh ché trai coc va trai chum ruot. Tam
tham thtu va s¢ hai bon ngudi dd man
an thit cdy, cong khai dap xe di bat ché
ngoai dudng. Tam kho chiu khi doc mot
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ba van si My da viét rang ngudi Viétnam
xua kia vén chi an nhai song cham véi
Gt hiém va dé danh lua trong cai so dua
kho. Nha van d6 con béo rang Viét Nam
mang nang an tinh bdo h{ cta ngudi
Phap trong cach kién truc nha ctia va
trén nhiing manh gidy viét thuc thuc
don ké khai moén dn. Ban tay ngudi Phép
da so va vuot ve Viét Nam cho dep hon
lén. Vé6i Viét Nam, thuc dan cling la an
nhan.

Buoi chiéu di choi nui Rainier vé
phong tro, Tam thay quy vi trong bd bién
tap toa bao bat Méi ding bén ngoai va
mot Ong My say ngoi trén ghé tay cam ly
rugu.

Chu nhiém bao bBat Mdi chi tay vao
can phong s6 6B dé giang cho Tam hiéu:

- Pong huong minh t6 chtic khiéu
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v & bén trong, 6ng My nay téi day danh
ghen vi vg 6ng dang nhay dam véi Viét
kiéu trong ay... Ca toa bao bat Mdi bi
ong ta 16i di du vu bat ghen nay.

Chut but HQ im bat ngay vi 6ng My
say hét 16n:

— T6i ha Iénh cho tat ca nhiing ngudi
cé mdt & bén trong hay ding day ra vé
va ti nay cam khong dugc dén day tu
hop niia.. Néu cac 6ng la ngudi Dai Han,
nguoi Lao, ngudi Mién hodc Tau hodc
Nhat, Ma Lai, Indonesia, Thailand v.v...
thi hay diung sang mot bén, t6i khong
lam gi quy vi hét.. Riéng cac tén dan ong
Viétnam thi hay c6i giay dép ra, tut v,
tut bit tat ra cam & hai tay dong cao lén
va quy xuéng ma di bang hai dau goi. Toi
tu gidi thiéu toi c6 vo Viétnam sinh dugc
mot dua con.. va moét bao thai hién dang
nam tai cho kin...
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Khi t6i m& canh ctia nay ra thi quy vi
Han quoc, Trung quoc, La o, Mién, M3,
Xiém, Hoi .. cti thong tha di ra véi thé can
cudc hodc bang lai xe cam & tay ching
thuc quy vi 1a ngudi nudc nao. Con cac
tén dan 6ng Viét Nam thi phai bo phai
1€t khong dugc dung day. Bdi dan ong
Viétnam da dé vg to6i va dé nhiing ngudsi
dan ba Viétnam khdac lay chong My. Tai
sao vay? Tai sao dan 6ng Viétnam dé
xOm Vg toi va vg cua dan 6ng My khac
vay? Con dan 6ng Mién, Lao, Thailand,
Tau.. thi ton trong 1€ gido Khdng Manbh,
khong lam chuyén d6.? Tai sao dan ong
Viétnam mat la may liéc vg My vay? Tai
sao dan ong Viétnam ct tim cach gdp
mat vg cua ngudi My hoa i vay? Tai sao
dan 6ng Viétnam ct dién thoai cho vg
toi hoai vay? Tai sao dan 6ng Viétnam cu
ua d6p vg cua ngudi My vay? Cd nhe vg
clia ngudi My ma buong 16i thu thi am
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duong?.. ban 6ng Vietnam... dém dém
cac 0ng ngu v6i v¢ nhung long ngoai
tinh nghi dén vg ctia ching t6i. Day, t6i
xin dua ra mot thi du dién hinh néi vé
duc tinh ctia dan 6ng Viétnam ma t6i da
doc trong moét ban tin cua héi thanh Tin
Lanh trong s6 bdo ra ngay 27 thang chap
nam 1977, cach day hai tuan 1é:

“Mot thuyén nho bang gbé chdé hai
muoi bén ngudi Viétnam vuot bién viia
dén dugc Phi Luat Tan, trong s6 thuyén
nhan dé c6 mdt ngudi da n ba via céd
bau dugc hon moét thang rudi, khodng
tam tuan lé..Nguoi da n ba na y vugt bién
cung v6i chong va ba con, 1énh dénh hon
hai thdng trdi trén mat nudc va da mang
bau trong thdi gian do.

ny ban bdo trg lay lam la la tai sao
trong nhiing gid phut nguy nan gan ké
cai chét trén bién di nhu vay, va trong
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mot chiéc thuyén g6 nho dong nguoi
chen chuc nhu vdy ma ngudi chong Viét
Nam lai cé thé dé vo ra lam tinh dén thu
thai.

Tén My hac hac cuoi:

— Vay la hai v¢ chong nay da tran
trudng trudc bao nhiéu cdp mat va... va
da lam tinh ma khong biét mac ¢& trude
nhting cdi nhin cta tré con... ban ong
Viét Nam dung la... ciing hon ai hét,
ctiing hoai bat cu luc nao, noi nao.

Chu but bao Dat Méi cai chinh:

— Ong hiéu l4m r6i. Ngudi Viét Nam
vugt bién trén thuyén go nho, da gap hai
tdc Thailand. Va nhiing nguoi dan ba
dep da bi ham hi€p, chong cta ho phai
nhan minh la cha cta cac bao thai da thu
trong thoi gian vugt bién... Thuyén go
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nhé do ngudi vugt bién tu dong lay ra di
tim ty do, khong dam chay gitia bé khoi
séng bo voi, ma phai dong gan bad bién,
men theo con nugc can nén mdi gap bon
chai luéi Thailand.

Tén MY say quay lai can phong s6 6B
réo vo:

— Toi hdi con mu dan ba ghé gém,
toi yéu may, bao nhiéu tinh trung trong
nguoi toi danh hét cho may chua dua sao?

Tam hoi 6ng cht bao:

— Anh dam déng chuyén nay lén bao
bat Méi khong?

Ong Vinh tra 16i: da n

ong Bdo Dat Méi cha dam dau...
cac cha noi sé kéo t&i dap pha cho hu ca
hai cai may chi... con chi dé danh bai...
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TG bao chi nhin moét chat tai trg cua tiéu
bang thoi... d€ in ra va phat hanh, nén
bat ct hdi hop ¢ dau ciing bi 16i dau dén
tham du... Cudi ndm nay toi sé thoi to
DAat MéGi dé cho Mai Théao lam chu but.
Han ta viia dén trai ti nan Bi-dong.

Jeffrey kéo Tam vao phong, dong
manh ctta. Hom sau Tam thtc day sém,
ngoai troi, doi séng van chua sang.

Ho tré vé Los—Angeles. Sau do, Tam
sinh ra hai ti nhau, lam chu ba ngéi nha.
Jeftrey hoi:

— Em con mudn c6 con nita khong;
néu khong, anh di bac si d€ cat bo, hodc
cot lai... Anh nghi rang nguoi chong nén
doan san thay cho vg vi khi nao mudn
cd con trd lai, ngudi chong sé dén nha
thuong dé thao ra, hoac gi gi do...



48 v Ty Eling

Tam dui mdt vao nguc Jeffrey tham
cam on ngudi chong chiu dé€ dao kéo mé
xé dung dén than thé thay cho nang.

Mot hom Jeffrey bao:

— Sang tht hai tun téi, sG t6 chtic
btia an sdng, anh can em lam cho anh ba
khay com chién lap xudng va tom tuoci
dé anh mang vao s& dai nhan vién.

Mot ngudi ban kéo Tam dén xin yét
kién Hoa Thuong Thich Man Gidc tuc thi
s1 Huyén Khong nhan dip Thay dén Se-
attle lam Phat su va sau doé, hoi tham tin
mot Phat ti. Ngudi nay c6 mot dua con
trai dugc chinh pha Hoa Ky trd luong
that hau d€ di theo nhém tri thic tré vé
nudc phan tuyén truyén, trong thdi han
4 ndm. Chién dich lanh nay do My dua
ra, bac lai chién dich lanh & Viét Nam
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khuyén khich dan chung vugt bién cua
cong san.

Thay Man Gidc bado Tam:

— Chua nghe noéi chi Tam va anh
Phan Van Luong sé cung di v6i phdi
doan Phat gido vé Viét Nam phat chin
gao cho dong bao.

i i

Mot ngay tuyét tan, Jeffrey dan Tam
ra bd ho ngoi trén ghé da nhin may con
ngua nhai tuyét, tui ngdong Canada tam
dudi ho, mét doan luc binh run lanh
ding xum xit vao nhau. Bén canh Jef-
frey, Tam nhu nghe dugc tiéng reo cta
stic khoé, nhu ném dugc nhya séng, nhu
hon dugc céi dep cua giong duc dé tinh
nghia phu thé bung né vé6i hy vong vuon
1én trong tiéng hat du ca.
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Chang hai:

— Mobi lan vé Vietnam, em cé chich
ngutia khong?

— Khong, tai sao em phai dé mii kim
nhon phap vao da thit em? Chich ngtia
1a c6 16i v6i Sai Gon, la la m mat long
dong bao dang & lai véi Sai Gon do day
va vi trung.

Jeftrey nhe bao:

— Ludt quoc—té nodi rang ai dén Nam
MY, Mexico, Chau A ngoai trii Nhat Ban,
Chau Phi va Bic Au... déu phai chich
ngua .

Viét kiéu nao vé nudc cling chich
ngla da thu: thuong han, tetanus, viém
gan, quai bi, sudi, ia chdy, ho ga , sung
phdi, 16 dit.
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Hao, ngudi Hué, cling bao Tam:

— Phai chich nglia cd may tha do,
Tam oi, va phdi.. ngtia thai niia.

Tam cudi:

— Chi lo ngtia thai cho cai than chi
di.

Ro6i Tam nghiém giong:

— Lan nay, em vé Viétnam vé6i muc
dich thdm may chang thuong phé binh,
chi c6 dong nao bo ra d€ em dem vé giao
tan tay gia dinh chi. Chi con lai bén qué
nha cd mot dong chi em rudét thit, mau
mu, xuong da, da day, 16ng tdc.

Hao phu hoa:

— To6i con sau chi em bi t6i bo lai
khong dem qua My... Ai sang My cling di
cay d€ mua dugc it nhat mot cai nha... toi
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da danh mat tai My sdu ngo6i nha dang 1é
thuQc vé tay sau chi em tai.

— Vay thi lan nay, chi phai gui vé cho
gia dinh 200 dollars... em bu thém 800
do cho du mét nghin.

bang ndi chuyén, Hdo nghe tiéng
dién thoai réo & dau day bén kia, Tam
kéu voi:

— Em.. ¢6 ngudi kéu vién lién... lat
ntia, em sé€ goi lai chi.

Mot gio sau, Tam goi lai:

— Phan Vin Luong goi em... Cha
ndi nay em quen tu ngay con trong trai ti
nan. Hoi dé, dan ti nan ua héi xin dia chi
ctia nhau d€ sau khi xuit trai sé tim gap
lai nhau.

Tam noi tiép:
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— Nhung Luong la ké dén sau .. Jef-
frey gdp em trudc mat roi.

Nam kia, Tam thai ra mét 16 4o quan
cit dé ctu trg Hao. Than hinh Tam cong
nhu mdt canh ctic gay véi hai trai 6i chin
mém nam nup dudi do dai... con Hao thi
om doi, kho roc kho rao nhu tom kho ai
vé Viét Nam cing nhé mua... nhung lai
to ngang nén quan cua Tam thai ra, Hao
mac vua.

Jeftrey lai nhac:

— Anh khong thé d€ em vé Vietnam
ma khong chich ngtia.

Tam cai:

— Em v€ tham qué huong em, cho du
sé bi viém gan A, em van khong chich
nglia... va em van an rau song xit thudc
giét ray...



54 9 Ttfyy Btimg

Jeftrey ngo ngac , Tam gidn:

— Emvé Viétnam, 0i... em tiéu chay...
em nhiém trung, thap khép, ho ga , hen
suyén, 10i rom... Nhung em khong chich
ngtua..

Tam va Luong vé Hué dung vao mot
ngay troi mua kich li¢t. Mua Hué lac
Tam vé that hung ac va bao hanh, gié
Hué rong to cam tic trude khi mua bat
dau khtng bo. Giot mua nhon néi khung
dam rach ta u chuoi va x¢é 1a chudi xac
x0.. Hu€ 1oc va Hué lut. Mua tan cong téi
tap va chiing hai gio sau thi nuéc song
dang bon bé, ngudi Hué chi viia kip leo
l1én mai nha . Phan van Luong déo Tam
trén xe dap chd dén nha ba Phan Dan.
Nha vidn Van Quang giéi thiéu gan hai
chuc thuong phé binh dén gap Tam va
Luong. Tam dem vé ba muoi chai dau
gi6 xanh, hai chuc chai Nhi thién dudng
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van Ung Nhi thién dau, sau nghin dollars
va hai va li dung qua vat.. da dé t6 chtic
mot cudc hop mét van nghé.

Cdac chang thuong phé binh nay c6
nguoi cut hai gio, cd ngudi phai cat bod
mot tay, nhung ai nay tham thiét chao
muing Luong - Tam va vui nhon gay dan
that diéu nghé , tai td, odn nguoi danh
trong, tram giong hat ca, ngam tho, ho
Hué, chi mot minh Tam Ia buon tai té...
That qué mot cuc. Mot chang biét kich
du cut hai chan hat tdng Tam bai “Peo
Ba Rén”

Tam hoi:
— Déo Ba Rén ¢ dau vay Luong?

— Quang Ngdi... m{t ngon deo sat
nhan.. giét chét khong biét bao nhiéu
chién si anh hung.
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... Chiéu vang lén déo, quan huing ca
reo.

Mot chang linh biét dong, song sot
sau hanh quan Lam Son 719 ké rang mot
ti€éu doan biét kich dong & Khe Sanh...
vugt bién gidi qua Ha Lao, sau hai dém
giap chién v6i quan Bac Viét 6 Tchepone,
da hoan toan bi tan diét... 500 chién si
ran ri ma do da bj giét trong hai dém.

Phan vdn Luong dung lén:

— Dling nhac dén chuyén bai tran
nta; bay cht, thién ha quén chién tranh
hét ro6i, quén ngudi linh mién Nam da
cam nhan cai chét va vui nhan sé phan
sau khi dugc song con. On trén khong
cong bang, chinh quyén mién Bac nudi
quan day da com, c4, thit, rau; chinh
quyén mién Nam cho linh d&n do6 hop
C-ration, linh mién Nam bi tdo bén va
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tri 16i rom, dudi stc, sut can. Bat cong
hon niia, dan chung mién Nam, trudc
ndm 1975, lai ting ho quan doi mién Bac
hét minh. Tu cuoi thap nién 1960 dén
27 thang ba nam 1973, lién quan My -
Viét tai mién Nam khong hé thang Cong
quan mot tran nao ca.”

Chiéu thd bdy, Luong va Tam di
tham lang Ty Dtic. Bau trdi chat day
nhiing ddm may den ndng. Hué oi sao
Hué dau kho vay? Hué cti mua hoai. Hué
om lay dong song, cay cau va nhiing con
dudng 4o trang. Diéu ho Trudc bén da
dit nhung doi tai gai Hué van con hat.

Sang chua nhat, Luong va Tam di ctia
Thuén... rdi sau do chia tay, moi ngudi
vé mot ti€éu bang ctia nudc My...

Tam dién thoai cho Héo:
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— Trua mai tui dén bo di an phé
Hung.

Budi trua mua dut, troi sang nhat, 14
phong rung it nhiéu trén mdt dudng ban
dém co6 ngudi phu quét don va day nui
nam cong lung ngu.

Tam hap moét mudng phd, ché:

— Phé tiém thua xa phd nha em nau.
Noi nudc dung ctia em khong bao gio
qua nhiéu mui thuoc Bac va khong bao
gio dang mui hoi.

Hao kéu lén:

— T6i xin thé tii nay khong bao gis
nau phd ntia, boi vi toi la mot ké khong
bao gio that bai trong tinh yéu ma chi
that bai khi nau phé.

ROi hoi:
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— Phan van Luong la ai rda?
Tam tuoi cuoi:

— Mot ké em quen tu khuya, khi con
trong trai ti nan. Chi... chi géa bua... c6
them dan 6ng lam khong?... Em nhudng
lai cho chi.

H3ao tu choi:

— Thoi c6 git lay d€ ma dung... Co
lay chong My nhung long van con am
tic, van con nudi modt nguoi dan Ong
Viétnam, van mudén cé mot chat dan
Ong 4y dé€ an vung,.

Mua dong sau dé, tuyét ngap dudng
phd cao t6i ntia dui. Hai trdn bao khoc
liét quét qua, kéo theo bao nhiéu cén
mua dai. Hoa lilac nin ng, bo cau xép
canh khong bay. Thai tiét cling xau nhu
long ngudi, gdy cam tudng buc minh va
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khé chiu nhu dan ba thay thang.

Tam bong lén mot con sot khong ¢
triéu chiing bdo trudc, bi dua vao nha
thuong cap cuu, bi bac si cat di mot khuc
doi trudng gan hau mon.

Hét mot tuan 1€ nhap vién, Jeffrey
ché Tam vé nha, cong Tam lén gac, bé
Tam bd vao giuong, vudt téc, dap mén
1én tan c6 Tam. Chang dit moét cai
chuong nhé canh goi vg. Ban dém, chang
trai manh chiéu gon dudi dat nam canh
givong nang.

Jeffrey xin nghi phép hai tuan Ié va
hién lanh néi:

— Anh dat cdi chuong gan canh tay
phai cia em, anh ndm dudi dat dé em
ngl cho dé. Em cén gi, rung chudng, c6
anh ngay, em ding md miéng ndi ma
met.
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Tam ngoi lén dinh di vao buong tam.
Jeffrey béc nang vao doi tay, bung nang
vao toilet.

Sau khi manh khée, Tam xin viéc
lam & s6 y t€ Hong thép ty, thong dich
giup bénh nhan nguoi Viét di bac si ma
khong noi dugc tiéng Anh.

Hai thidng sau, Tam lam dam cuéi
cho con gii. Jeffrey bao chang ré My:

— Khong dugc quén su c6 mdt ctia ba
gia vg cau day nhé. Cau phai lam ré€ dung
theo phong tuc Vietnam ctia ba. Cau phai
madc lé phuc ctia triéu dinh Vietnam: 4o
thung xanh may bang gdim Tau dét hinh
chit tho, doi khan dong den 5 vanh, mdc
quéin 16t bang vai Tau tdm trang, mdc
quan dai may bdng vai quyén tho, thi
vai binh ddn ma cuyu Téng théng Thiéu
da mdac ngay mong mot Tét hoi xua,
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chan céau khong dugc mang vé boi vi cau
phai x4 chan vao doi giay ha. Cau phai
an mdc y chang mdt hoang tl cta triéu
dinh Hué.

Toi nghiép chang ré Andy, 6ng gia vo
chi ddu danh d6. Mat chang u6m rin mo
hoi vi 1€ phuc Vietnam mdc ndng qua.

Cudi Thang ba, Tam lai stia soan
may va-li nang vé tham qué huong Ninh
Binh. May muoi chai dau gié xanh, chai
Nhi thién dudng van ting nhi thién dau
va tién mat. Jeffrey tién TAm tin phi
trudng, can hanh ly va ngdi bén na ng
cho dén khi Tam x€p ha ng 1én may bay.

Phan vidn Luong gap Tam & san bay
Phua Ba i. Mot qué cudi da tinh nd trén
moi chang khién Tam nhd téi thi si Cao
Tan da lam bai tho Mot qua cudi déu.
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Luong bao Tam:

— C0... dau méi day.. nhung trong
van dep nhu mot MC diing truéc dam
dong khan gia... chac cd sé bo nghé y ta
dé la m xudng ngdn vién bang nhac...

Luong deo Tam trén xe dap dién dén
nha ba Phan Dan nghi qua dém. Tam
nam bén canh ba Phén va tam su:

— Tai sao em lai lay chong nudc ngoai.
Tai vi rdang ma em lay Jeffrey? Nhiéu khi
gdp mot ngudi dan ong Viétnam nga
ngua, mat cong danh su nghiép, mat
niém tin, em cdm tudng nhu minh la
nguaoi co6 16i va co trach nhiém trong noi
mat mat clia ngudi ta. Néu em lay mot
nguoi chong Vietnam thi c¢6 phai bét di
dugc mot tam hon xa xt cd6 don khong?
Mot oan hon bat man khong? Em bay gic
c6 mudn clu 6ng ndo cling chdng dugc
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niia ma phai ty cttu minh mdi ngay, ctiu
tat ca do vo trong long em.

Ba Phdn Dan cudi:

— Toi quen nam bdy ba ban lay My,
ho ghé tham téi mdi lan ho vé nude.
Ho bdé bua mé dan 6ng Viétnam mot
cach dé dang... Theo t6i nghi, béi vi dan
ong Viétnam tli ngan xua c0 tich, da da
thé quen roi, bay gic déi doi, ho bi han
ché mot 1y mdt, nén ho tc... ho muoén
doi lai chu quyén, mudn giut lai cac ba tu
tay thang My.

Ba Phan Dan ndi tiép:

— Toi nghi c6 c6 tu tu ki€p trudc:
Khi da qua tudi thanh xuan, c6 lai lay
dugc 6ng My tré chua lap gia dinh lan
nao, chua c6 con riéng, chua c6 chau noéi
ngoai... nén co lay dugc ludn ca tién bac



Vo2 65

va nha ctia ctia 6ng ta. May ba khac lay
may ong My khong ngon lanh nhu 6ng
My cua co.

Tam nam dong cting khong tra 10,
ba Phéan ndi dai:

— CO cOn nhd lan dau tién chung ta
gap nhau, cd ndi véi toi rang mot ngay
nao do co6 sé ban b6t mdt ngo6i nha lay
tién giup ba con, dong bao ngheo...

Sang hom sau doi ban ra san bay
sém. Sau do6, ho di xe vé nhiing lang xa
noi ngudi dan qué kho cuc ngam minh
trong nudc bun duc d€ mo cua, bat 4c,
ludi tép sinh song tu tré téi gia.

Rt nhau xudng bién mo cua,
Dem vé ndu qua mé chua trén rung.
Em di chua ngot da tung
Non xanh nudc biéc ta diing quén nhau.
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Ngudi dan ban c6 vuon minh ding
gitia thién nhién: mot bén la riing, mot
bén la bién. D€ ndu t6 canh, ho 16i xudng
bién bat cong rdi budc vao ring hai trai
mo chua.

Khi Luong va Tam quay lai Yén Bai,
ba con giét mdt con muc thiét dai ho:
thoc huyét lay mau ddanh nam dia tiét
canh, nhom ba cai bép 10 thién dé€ bat 1én
ba cai thiing niu con choé theo ba kiéu:
mot noéi ca —ri, mdt ndi nhya man, va
mot noi thit hucu thém ludc.

Ba con trdi ba chiéc chiéu dudi dat,
bung ra may dia doi, bon t6 nhya man,
bon t6 ca-ri cay, va nam t0 ti€t canh. Ca
doi Tam chua bao gid gap canh ngd nay.
Nudc mat tGa ra, nudc mii chua hi da
tho 10. Hai dau goi gép lai danh cap vao
nhau, khuy xuong, Tam c6 an rau séng
that nhiéu nhung ba con xic may thia
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ti€t canh, gap thit ciy vao day bat nang.
Ai nay cham cham ngé Tam khong chép
mat, c6 mdi va vui sudng bat nang phai
an cho dugc. Tam gap cuc thit 1én, r6i bo
xuong, muodn ngat xiu di ngay lic dé ma
khong dugc... Cudi cung, phai dut cuc
thit vao miéng ngam lai va nhai va nuét
va nin 0i.

Tam nghi tham néu chong con toi
biét toi an thit hucu thém, chic sé tii mat
toi, va néu ban be t6i biét chuyén nay,
khong ai them choi véi toéi niia... Tam
guc xuong nhu mot canh lilac gay dudi
ap suat gio.. Tam nhd thoi gian dau maéi
sang MY, gia dinh nang dinh cu & Seattle,
cac nha thé Cong gido hop mat I6n, mai
ban bién tap bao Dat Méi dén duy. Cac
ong cha va vién chuc cao cap s& Welfare
kich liét da kich ngudi Han qudc, ngudi
Tau , ngudi Vietnam... an thit chd, ho
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bdo rang an thit ch6 1a pham mot ntia toi
ac sat nhan, trong tuong lai sé c6 phién
toa xu toi an thit cho.

B bién tdp bao Dat MGi mac ¢6 qua
ngoi im; lat sau, nha vdn Th.N. noi:

— Ché Viétnam xau, ch6 My dep nén
khong bi dn thit. Ai sinh ra véi moét sé
thich va long thuong yéu ché meo thi,
vGi ngudi dy, ché meo rat xinh dep, dé
thuong. Ai sinh ra khong c6 s6 thich nay
thi, chd6 méo dén bén ho, ho da cho mot
phat.

Khi hai ngudi thoat khoi mam thit
cho thi troi rat t6i. Ho di tim mot cho
tro tam qua dém. Phong tro ém vang,
khong khi nhe nhang thé. Ban ghé méi
lau, canh hoa ca phé mdéi cat dem vao
cam, ctia sO c6 man che mong trang tri
gian phong ting thém duong tinh. Cai
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giuong ké sat tuong ding véi nguyén tac
khoa hoc lao dong: Cai giudng thap dé
dé dang ndm xudng ngoi 1én ding day.

Luong quay ngudi, kéo Tam vao
bung minh rdi cui xudéng hén miéng
nang. Tam gat ra, bdo:

— T6i biét thé nao roi cling ¢ cai man
nay. Mot nha tam ly noi: Vg chong la hai
nguoi bi Troi 1y day tréi lai bat séng véi
nhau, vg chong phai giti hoa khi, khong
gay chién, hai bén tuong kinh, khong la
hét nhau. Jeffrey va to6i chung séng trén
ba muoi nam dam 4m, han noi véi toi
nhiing 16i t6t, nhiing 16i hién... Luong,
gap lai Luong, t6i yéu mém thuong mén
Luong, nhung trudc gié phat cam do
nay... toi xét lai cai tinh nghia gitia t6i va
Jeftrey: gitia hai vg chong toi, khong cé
mot 1an nao gay 10n, khong noéi véi nhau
mot 161 xau; cho dén gio nay, gitia chung
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toi, chi thay nhiing ky ni¢m tot hién ra...
chi thay cai dep hién ra... Néu, néu mot
hinh anh x4u nao hién ra... thi... thi luc
nay, toi thudc vé Luong.

Ngay 27 thdng 11 ndm 2008

Tuy Hong


















