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Thua Anh,

T6i khdc anh va ciing thua anh xa vé
tri nhé. Dtt mudn, toi ciing khong sao lam
ndi cdi viéc lam ctia anh hém nay. Doi
Vi t0i, cdi gi dd qua la qua, vui ciing nhu
buon.

Tap hoi ky ctia anh da lam cho nhiing
hinh béng than yéu cua cdc Thdy, nhu
cdc ong Ta Trung Luong, Nguyén Trung
Thang, Nguyén Khac Hué, Nguyén Vin
Mai, Cudenet, Pasqualini, Charvet,
Motais de Narbonne va nhdt la Georg-
es Mignon, vi thdy khd kinh cua t6i bén
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Triét... lan lan hién lén, gdy cho toi nhiéu
phut boi hoi, xiic cdm va ngam ngui luyén
tiéc mot khodng thoi gian ma t6i cho la
sung suidng nhdt ctia doi toi. Toi chuia han
la con ngudi quén qud khu. Thanh that
cdm on anh.

Anh khéo giti giong vin thdt tha, tu
nhién, vui tuoi, cdi mé. Ré van la nguidi!
Vin anh khéng mau me, cdu ky, tiéu xdo,
va chinh dé da lam cho toi hét siic cdm
dong, thich thu: téi da doc tdp hoi ky cua

anh mot mach khong sét mot hang.

Theo t6i, ddy co thé la mot tai liéu quy
cho ai muon r6 ché do hoc van thdi Phap
thudc da un dic moét thé hé cha anh ctia
thé hé ngay nay.

Trong nhiing cdi hay nho nhd va
nhiing cdi do té hai ma ché do gido duc
ngay nay chi la mot su tiép noi té hai hon,
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ta thdy phdng phdt c6 mot cdi gi khd di
thiéng liéng con dong lai noi long minh, la
cdi tinh thdm thiét gitia cha con, thdy tro
va bé ban ma thé hé ngay nay kho long
tim lai dugc.

Thanh thdt cam on anh moét lan niia.

Sai Gon ngay 20 thdang 5 nam 1971
Nguyén Duy Cdn
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L0797 NOI DAU

AY MUCINAM VE TRUCC,

DUCI THOI Phép thudc,

trong cac cap hoc duong, chuyén ngii la

chii Phap. Cau hoc sanh bé ti hon méi

1én 16p bay (Cours Enfantin B) da bap be

ndm ba Phap ngi roi va, tu do, cdc mon
hoc déu day bang chi Phap.

bong thoi, Viét ngti dugc day vdéi

ludn van, dm ta, giai thich sach quoc am,
dich Viét ngii ra Phap van (theme) va trai
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lai, dich Phap vén ra Viét ngit (version).

Phuong phép ay d& hay hay, toi xin
nhuodng quyén phé phan cho cdc nha moé
pham.

Trong thién hoi ky sau day “Mudi
Liam Nam Den Sach” chung t6i xin cong
hién doc gia 1am tudng gido duc hoc
dudng ngay xua cting nhu tién trién hoc
hanh va thi ct trong hai giai doan trung,
ti€éu hoc, nhan tién biéu duong tinh
nghia thay tro va néu nhiing nét budn
vui lan 16n ctia mot hoc sanh nghéo.

Ué6c mong vé mdt phuong dién nao
do, thién hoi ky nho nhoi nay thoa man
mady may doc gia 1a ching t6i hoan toan

man nguyén.
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Ngoai ra, cdu van song sugng va
khuyét diém han nhiéu, chic ban doc

cling da khoan dung.
Sai Gon Xudn Tan hgi
1971
Dao Vidn Hoi
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PHAN 1
CAP SO HOC TAN AN
1911 - 1919

1. Nhap hoclép tam (Cours Enfan-
tin C - 1911)

OT BUOI MAI TROI
QUANG DANG, ngay 5
thang 3, ndm 1911, mot dtia bé traiiach
leo1én thém I6p tdm trudng tinh Tan An.
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Dria bé 4y la t6i, hoi sau tudi.

Tia t6i, mot vd quan so cap co HO
v¢ binh (garde civile locale) giao t6i cho
thay gido Nghi, g&i gam vai 10i...

Truong toi

Trudc ndm 1911, truong bang cay
lgp 14, rong rai, nhung &m thap, ngudi ta
don trudng cé ma.

Cudi ndm 1910, Chanh quyén dia
phuong kién tao lai bang gach ngoéi
khoang khodt, trén mot khoanh dat dién
tich hon mdt mau tay, noi kinh Linh tép
(Canal de ceinture) thong ra song Vam
cd tay (Vaico Occidental).

Trong lic dao mong cli, ngudi ta tim
thdy nhiéu bo xuong kho, van hom da
mut.
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Ngay hom nay, cdm but thdo may
do2ng nhac lai ngdi truong khiém
nhuong mén yéu cach day dung sau
muoi ndm, mudng tugng nhu téi con
thay n6 hién tién trudc mat.

Trén ctia trudng, thugng mot tim
bang to hinh ch@ nhut, t6 may chi
«Ecole Primaire de TAn An», mdy thay
dich 1a «Trudng So Hoc Tan An».

Cua trudng md trén con dang da do
chay dai tui trai linh ma ta, doc theo song
Vam co6 Tay, t6i bén do Chu Tiét.

Phia sau truong, huéng dong, mot
cai muong rong vai ba thudc ngan cach
trudng véi nha thay nhi Khia, nha 6ng
nhtt Dau.

Phia nam, bén hong 16p nhi A, mot
con dang dat noi lién ngoi trudng véi 16
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da di tt ‘Nha Hau’ (Toa Hanh chanh)
xuong cay giang huong moc trén b mot
cai ao to, ma moi chiéu phu nt Tan An
dén ganh nudc vé dung.

Noi ay, ngay nay la co s& nudi gia
cam cta S6 Thuy.

Con dang dat noi trén bang qua mot
miéng rudong lua xanh um, bong ndng
triu, tot hon may ddm rudng khac rat xa;
la vi, trudc khi dén trudng, nhiéu hoc
sanh thuong ghé ngdi hai bén bd nhu
cOc... xa hoi cho nhe da.

Truong la mot day dai chin 16p tu
16p tam (Cours Enfantin C) cho dén 16p
nhi A (Cours Moyen A) day mdt ra san
choi, cay cao bong mat, ddm co ram ri.

Troi mua, hoc sanh tyu gién trong
nha choi rong 16n, cach duong bang mot
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hang rao cay keo, cao d¢ thudc rudi.

Lép nhit (Cours Supérieur) va van
phong 6ng Ddc cit riéng, thang goc véi
16p nhi.

Moi 16p c6 mét ctia cai, ba ctia s6,
trén la ban thay ddt trén but cao, bén hitu
thay la tam bang den.

Dudi sap mdy hang ban cho hoc
sanh; thuong thi moéi 16p ¢6 16i ba muoi
tro, it khi hon.

Thuo ay, Tan An chua c6 trudng ni,
nam nd hoc chung, hodc ngdi riéng, phai
nao theo phai nay, hodc ngdi gan nhau,
gién hét, danh 1on.

Moi nam, tyu trudng vao ngay 5
thang 3 duong lich, hoc dén thang 7,
ngay 14 1&é Chanh chung, truong dugc
nghi hai tuan dén ngay mot thang 8 hoc
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lai, goi la «bai trudng nho» (petites va-
cances).

Tiép tuc hoc dén Lé Chua Giang
sanh (Noel) ngay 25 thang 12 thi «bai
trudong 16n» (grandes vacances) nghi hon
hai thang an Tét Nguyén dan, roi ngay 5
thang 3 vo hoc.

Sudt tdm ndm t6i hoc trudng tinh
Tan An, ndm nao cting may thay do day
16p i, khong thay déi bao nhiéu:

— Lép tam (C.E.C) thay gido Nghi;
— L6p bay (C.E.B) thay Duong;

- Lép sdu (C.E.A) oOng Kiém, hoc
sanh quen goi la Cha Kiém, vi ong la cyu
Thay Dong hoan tuc;

— L&p nam (C. Préparatoire B) thay
Doi;
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- Lép tu (C.PA)  thay Qudi;

— Lép ba B (C. Elémentaire B) thiy
Gia;

— Lép ba A (C. El. A) thay Cénbh;

— Lép nhi B (C. Moyen B) thay Paul
Khia;

— L6ép nhi A (C.M.A) thay Anbh;
— L&p nhtt (C. Supérieur) 6ng Dau;

Poéc hoc 1a 6ng Todn, ké 6ng Bénard
lai thé; ndm 1915, Bénard bi dong vién,
ong Toan lai lam Ddc hoc.
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Thay gido Nghi phat cho toi cay
thudc, viét chi, viét muc, ngoi viét Fla-
ment, v6i mot cuon tap do, truong nhut
chi c6 nhiing s6 xién xién.

Thay ra linh bao do.

Hai tro ngoi gan t6i da cam dau, o
bé viét, khong ai di gi vdi toi, toi bg ngg,
cam thay quanh hiu, t6i khdéc. Nam ay,
anh tdi, tén Lan, da ngodi 16p bay, biét
doc, biét viét qudc ngii va chii Phap.

Thay to6i thut thit khoc, thay hoi cé
sao, to6i thua muon ngoi gan anh toi.

Toi nghiép, thay Nghi chiéu y dua
«tdn hoc sanh», dat téi qua 16p bay va
thay Duong cling tu té€ cho toi ngdi gan
anh t6i va chi cho mdt bu6i mai ay thoi.

Chiéu, ma toi bao chi nam toi dat toi
di hoc. Va, vui vé, toi bat dau hoc doc,
hoc viét.



58 W s B o ] 35

Thay to6i

Luac bay gio, thay t6i chiing bon muoi
ldm tuoi, song xem thay da gia, nho nha
nhu 6ng do nho.

Thay c6 dau téc nho nhod, mang
kiéng trang, bit khan nhiéu diéu, mang
giay ham éch, nudc da thay trang, minh
hoi gay, miéng hoi mom.

bi day hoc, thay che cay du den.

Trén ban thay, mdt con roi lang
mudét, song chung toi it bi don, vi tdnh
thay hién lanh dé dai.

Thay viét chi rat dep, hay khuyén
khich hoc sanh bang cach cidp «bon
point» ma tdi xin tam dich la «gidy ban
khen, tudng luc». Co6 ba thi bon point:
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— Pac biét nhut mot thang hoc gioi
dugc thay thudng cho «bon point %» la
to gidy trang doi xé lam tu;

— Hang nhila "bon point 1/8" két qua
mot tudn co gang;

— Con hang ba 1a "bon point 1/16"
thudc bai, viét sach, dugc thay thudng
cho.

T6i con nhé mang mang t& "bon
point” thay viét nhu vay:

Bon point %
Dao Van Hoi
Bonne conduite. Bon travail.

TanAn le 15 Juin 1911 Linstituteur, Si-
gné: Nghi
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Thay vi viét ch@t qudc ngit, thay toi
ci xai chii "mau quoc” ludn: "bonne
conduite" (tdnh hanh t6t); "bon travail"
(hoc giodi) va trdo nao dugc han hanh
thudng "bon point %" cling dugc phé
bon chii 4y ma thoi...

Hoc dugc mdt thang, t6i da quen
nudéc quen cdi, thay haéi chi nam t6i hoc
luén khong, chi khudc tti, dé & nha phu
vGi ma toi nau com, chi tu toi ban xo6i
ban banh nudi anh em t6i dn hoc.

Sau d6 may ndm, thay minh dot bat
loi nhiéu bé, chi nam t6i hoi han, yéu cau
toi day chi, song da tré roi, két qua kho-
ng may kha quan.

Lac bay gio, sém mai bay gi¢ rudi
hoc, chin gi6 15 ra choi, chin gio rudi vo
hoc lai dén mudi giod rudi, anh lao cong
(chung t6i goi la anh cu-li, coolie) danh
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chiéc trong treo dudi mai hién 16p nhut,
bdo hiéu man gid.

Hoc sanh sap hang doi ra khoi
trudng, thay nao 16p nay theo coi chiing;
qua khoi ciu Linh tip (bac trén kinh
Linh tap) xong thi ra hang.

An com réi, lam bai hoc bai (khi 1én
may 16p cao hon) mot gid rudi 6m cdp di
hoc.

Hai gio mudilam, truéng maé ctia, vo
quét 16p, hai gio rudi hoc, bon gis thiéu
15 x4 hoi, rdi bon gio lai vo hoc dén nam
gio.

Ngay tht nam, hoc budi mai, chiéu
nghi.

Xét lai ma coi, thud trudc, dudi thoi
Phap thudc, thai gian hoc bang hai bay
gio.



58 W i B o ] 39

Va médc dau s6 hoc sanh moi 16p
khong bao nhiéu, trung binh ba muoi
dda, thay lam viéc cling kha nhiéu.

Toi bat dau két ban, mén thay va moi
ngay cung ban hoc choi may mon tho-
ng thudng tudi tré: danh dao, danh nha,
thai choi, da banh, tha diéu...

Moi lan viét tap do dugc thay cho
ndm diém, t6i miing cam tép v& di khoe
khap nha, t6i phé binh véi may ban tré:

— Thay viét con s6 nam gidong con vit

16i (?).

Tai nan

Tu truéc dén nam 1910, gia dinh
chung t6i & mdt can nha 14 nhod trong
trai Linh tap gan bén kinh Linh tap.
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Cudi nam 1910, song than téi mua
ddng mdt cdi nha 14 ba cdn 6 x6m Cau
quay, duong Lagrange, don vé do 6.

Tl nha t6i dén trudng xa do mot cay
s6 ngan, phai qua chiéc cdu quay bac trén
song Bao Dinh ha (Arroyo de la poste),
tuc goi 1a Song Gidp nudc.

Tl song Bao Dinh, moét cdi muong
rong sau thudc, sau thudc rudi, chay doc
theo duong da do Lagrange dén miéng
ruong gan ga xe ltia Tan An.

Mot chiéc cau noi lién nha chung toi
v6i 10 va mot cdi cdu nude nho bac thang
gdc voi cau kia, dau chui xuéng muong,
nudc 16n ngdp nta cau.

Mot chiéu chua nhut, 16i bon gig,
nudc 16n, toéi véi anh t6i dung trén cau
nudc an mia.
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Cdi nghé con nit hay lac ldo, t6i ding
chon trai trén cau con chon mat danh
dong dua voc nudc, rui trat chon trai té
um xudng muong. Toi khong con biét
chi niia hét...

Ttic thi anh t6i chay nhao v6 nha kéu
1én chdéi 16i:

- Ma oi ma, b6 ngudi ta, thang Hoi
no6 té xuong muong!

Can bén nha chung toilanhaba Chin
ban banh cam. Anh chin Cong, con ba,
nhay ao xudéng nudc, bat dau mo tu doé
dén miéng rudng mut cdi muong. Chang
gap toi, anh mo trd lai; bat do, anh ré
duéi ciu, bong dung t6i, anh bong dem
1én. Thi ra, cdi tran t6i mang vao mot cay
dinh dong cau 16 mii xuéng nudc.
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Anh chin Coéng mo cdi muong hai
lan va thoi gian toi bat tinh c¢6 hon musi
phut dong ho.

Sau khi dugc x6c nudc, toi tinh day
nhu moét gidc nga mé... Bay gio toi con
giti d4u tich tai nan 4y la cai theo trén
tran day.

Trén t6i c6 noi, trén dudng di hoc
phai qua chiéc cau quay; vao khoang
mot gid rudi trua, may tam van cau véi
miéng sat noi lién hai than cau néng nhu
Itia d6t, that 1a kho s& cho hai ban chon
nho bé cta t6i, t6i chay, chay cho mau,
qua khoi cau cang sém cang d& ndng
chon.
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2. Lén 16p bay (C.E.B - 1912)

Thoi tiét dbi thay, hét mua dén nang,
lat bat dén ky bai trudng thang chap. Roi
thdng ba nam sau, 1912, t6i 1én 16p bay.

Thay Duong day 16p nay nam ngoadi
béy gi¢ lén van phong 6ng Doc, giup viéc
cong van, luong phan.

Thanh thu thay gido Nghi 16p tam
kiém ludn 16p bay: mot 16p chia lam hai
top, bén hiiu la 16p tam, bén té 1a 16p bay.

Toi lay lam sung suéng, vi khoi cé
«thay mé&i» va téi mén thay toi.

Mic dau ban ron véi hai I6p trén
bén muoi hoc sanh, thay Nghi van on
hoa binh tinh, khong may khi nong gian.

Hoc trd noéi chuyén 6n ao, thay nhip
roi may trén ban vai cdi rdi thoi.
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Chung t6i, hoc sanh 16p bay, da biét
doc biét viét chii qudc ngii, bay gio bat
dau hoc chi Tay.

Thay phat cho ching t6i mdt cuon
sach tap doc nhan la «Lecture Bosq»,
moi trang c6 vé hinh, duéi hinh chua
chi Phap va chit Viét.

Nhu truong thu vat, ho vé con ngua,
dudi dé: le cheval, con ngua...

Trai cay thi cd: la mangue, trdi xoai
— la banane, chuéi - l'ananas, trai thom
— le corossol, trai mang cau xiém - la
pomme cannelle, trdi mang cau ta...

Lai c6 la chaloupe a vapeur, chiéc tau
khdi - le bateau a voile, thuyén budm...

Nam ndy cting khéi sy lam toan cong
(addition) va toan tri (soustraction), tap
vé hinh vuong (carré), hinh ch@ nhut
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(rectangle), hinh tam gidc (triangle).

Ban t0i co tro Giau, con 0ng trudng
toa Lgi, tro Phat, con thay ky L¢, lam S&
Thuong chanh.

Giau lién xdo song hién, xai to: mdt
tap gidy nam muoi truong, anh ta viét
mot tudn 1 hét, vi anh thao cht Samedi
to bang mut daa, vé mot hinh chit nhuyt
gan ntia truong.

Phat ngodi ban trudc toi, t té, hién
lanh.

Thay t6i khong c6 tap gidy nao, anh
x¢é tap gidy anh, cho t6i s6m mai mot
to, chiéu vai td. Toi x€p doi lai dong
thanh tap nho, ha tién vé hinh ky ha hoc
(géométrie) bang ngon tay.

* % %
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Nam 1932, hai muci nam sau, su doi
giong rudi cho t6i gap lai Phat (bay gis
lay tén khai sanh la Lyu) lam tho ky tai
Bac Liéu, va cing lam S& Thuong chanh
nhu 6ng than anh lac trudc.

Nhéan nhac lai chuyén anh em hoc
cung nhau 16p bay nam xua, ching toi
Cudi, cam dong.

Gia dinh t6i

Va day la gia dinh m¢t doi anh em
hoc sanh ngheo.

Moi buéi sang, gin nam gio, ma va
chi tu téi bac mot cho xdi, sau gio xoi
chin, chi béi cho anh em t6i méi dda
mot dia, bo diia, mudi me thom phiic.
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Chi béi x6i vo6 thung, lanh cta ba
Chin vai chuc banh cam va banh vong
trén mdt cham duodng, hai vai 14 6 ro
trudc muong bd vo cdi tran day 1én thung
x0i rdi bung di ban, y lam nhu vay la hy
vong dat hang.

Biia nao vi mot 1€ gi ma ma t6i kho-
ng x0i, hodc anh em t6i khong dn x6i thi
ma cho hai dda hai xu, v6 trudng mua gi
an ty y.

Trua, mot gio, moét gid rudi, di ba
ban banh canh c4 ghé nha, ma t6i mua
hai xu ba td nho.

Co biia, trua ma tdi chi cho c6 mot
xu, anh em ghé chi hai Ty ban mia noi
dau cau quay, mua mot khic, muon chi
chat lam hai; lai c6 biia, chi ban cho moét
khtc van xtn, anh em khong dam tra lai
song cat lam hai thi qua it, dong y liéng
xuong song!
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Anh em t0i chi c6 vai bd a6 lanh dé
mdc di hoc, anh t6i do trang quan den,
con to6i mac bo vai den san dim; vé dén
nha thay b do cti lam cong chuyén.

Di hoc, anh em moéi dtia mot cai non
rom, troi mua che chung cay du trang
can tre.

Mot hom, mua to gi6 16n, ching toi
dén truong udt nhu tam dudi rach méi
1én; t6i tim cho vang cbi 4o quan ra vat
cho rao nudc, mic lai roi vo ngoi hoc.

T6i chiéu, hoi am trong minh x6ng
ra, sudi kho y phuc. Toi khong hiéu sao
mac mua nhiéu 1an nhu vay ma t6i kho-
ng cam, phoi khong sung. C6 1é con nha
ngheéo, chéng noi véi binh tat phong
suong.

Va mudi tudi sap lén 1a anh em t6i
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biét xay lua gia gao, gia chay dap, hoac
chay doi chay ba.

Bai trudng, nham mua gdt, chung to6i
di moét lua trong may ddm rudng ndng
phu dang gat hay viia gat xong, hoac
quanh nha, hodc xa mdt it, nhu gan nha
ga, doc theo quan 16 Tan An My Tho.

Mot lua dem vé nudi ga, nudi vit, biia
nao téi dem vé dugc mot thung nho, ma
t0i mung cudi, toi sung sudng.

Nién hoc 1912 tr6i qua khong cé gi
ddc biét, ngoai trtt mot chiéu kia, nam
gi®, trong danh tan hoc, con Thin ngoi
sau lung t6i, khong biét mac mé gi ma
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no6 lay cdi nén rom toi bé xuong dat dap
ha miéng va xep lép.

N6 la con cht tiém tra ngoai chg, c6
tiéng la di nhut 16p, miéng bang tay, tay
bang miéng.

Toi chua kip c6 phan ung gi thi Phat
vGi Giau 161 con Thin ra danh cho mot
tran nén than, lai con ham thua véi thay
nua.

Hom sau, con Thin nhin ba duda
chung t6i 1am 1ét. Nhtt 1a chu Giau ap
dung phuong phdap: "gap Phat thi tu, gdp
ma thi tru",
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Nam ay, c6 mot dao, khong ro ai
phao ngon rang: cha va bat con nit dn
thit, song ai c6 rau om (mot loai rau dé
ném canh) thi cha va n6 sg, né ching
dam lai gan.

Thé nén, mdi budi sém mai, ching
toi ghé hang chi ban rau mua mot xu rau
om bd vo cap. Mot lan, hai ba lan, chi lay
lam la, hoi nguyén do di hoc ma mua rau
om theo lam gi.

Anbh tdi tra 16i, nhu vay.

Chi ay cudi, bdo co 1€ ngudi ta gat tré
nhé ddng ban rau, chi khuyén dé so tién
ay an banh con ngd hon.

i i
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Trong moi gia dinh, mdt bay con,
cha me sao cling c6 dda thuong dua
ghét, nhtit la chiing t6i chi cé hai anh em
trai, ma anh tdi thi dep trai, thong minh,
hoat bat, nén ma va may chi t6i cang'
anh hon toi.

Moi diéu loi lac déu danh cho anh,
toi khong ké ra day lam chi cho mang
tiéng ca nanh, con vé phan t6i la nhiing
cuc nhoc trong nha.

Song dugc chutan ti la tia t6i thuong
toi hon, cho la anh t6i tdnh "x30", song
thuong ma chang lam gi dugc cho tdi,
vi tién bac md t6i nam gid, ma vai tro co
van thi chi tu toi...

Toi it n6i chuyén véi ai, vé nha cling
khong co gi phai hoc nén ai cing khen
anh t6i "hoc gioi", mai sau "lam 16n" con
toi thi "10i boi dn ban”,

1 cung
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M6t dém, tia toi mugn dau vé mot
cuén truyén «Ti€t Nhon Qui chinh
dong» ctia Tran Phong Sac dich. Toi sé c6
dip ndi dén 6ng nay trong mot chuong
sau.

An com va hoc bai xong, anh t6i leo
1én bo van gitia, nam tréo may, ké truyén
vao dén doc. Ca nha, hodc ngoi, hodc
ndm, chdm chu nghe.

Toi ding x6 r6 gan dé "coi” anh t6i
doc.

Tia t6i bédo di chd khac choi, dling
lam ron. Ma va chi toi nat:

— Biét gi ma coi, cai thang 16i boi an
ban.

Toi hoi tiic tra 10i:
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— Tia ma véi chi tu tudng t6i doc
khong dugc sao? Dua day téi doc cho
ma coi. Toi lién giyt 1ay cuon truyén doc
cho moét hoi roi trao tra anh toi.

Ca nha ngac nhién; tii d6 méi hét
xem thudng xem khinh t6i. Cu6i ndm
1912, anh Lan t6i lanh thuéng mot cai
dong ho trai quit, ban lai cho moét thay
doéi hai dong. Toi cling dugc thudng may
thudc vai den, tdi tdng chi nam toi, dén
on chi da dat toi di hoc.

3. Hoc 16p sau (C.E.A - 1913)
Né&m nay, 1913, t6i hoc véi Cha Kiém.

Nhu trén toi da néi, Cha la mot Thay
Dong hoan tuc, cuéi vo, sanh con trai,
tén 1a Trong, hoc 16p ndm.
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Trong dep trai, toc chai ma ninh, di
hoc 6m theo mot cdp séch, toi chac cé
bao nhiéu sich v& anh ta 6m theo hét
troi.

bi hoc, n6 di mot bén Cha, chung t6i
dd ndén chao Cha, Cha gat dau, n6 cling
gat dau cudi, thanh thu chung t6i chao
no.

Nhiéu hoc sanh khong ua né, gép
no, chiung nhan mdt tré moi.

Cha Kiém gia, chling nim muai tudi,
toc hoa ram, mdt may nghiém nghi "nhu
m4y 6ng Cha". Ong map, tic trung, mic
chiéc 4o dai vai 4, ddi cdi nén trang rong
vanh, tay cam cdy du den, di cham rai tu
budc mot.
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Toi da chin tudi, hoc tin phat nhiéu,
chit quoc ngii da thong thao ma chii
Phép ciing doc va viét dugc, hoc «phép
do ludng» (systeme métrique) trong
cuén toan phap Leyssenne (Arithmé-
tique Leyssenne) va bon phép toan (les
quatre opérations) cling da biét lam.

Viét muc, viét chi, gidy trang, tap do
dugc thay phat cho va c6 mdt cudn tap
gach roi, bia do, c6 mui thom ky la, hoi
dé toi khong biét 1a mui gi, bay gid méi
tim ra, do la mui s6-c6-1a (chocolat).

Khi nao viét hét tap roi thi lén xin
thay doi cho tap khac, thay xé dau tap ci
va phat cho tdp méi.

Cudn tdp d6 nam nay ciing kho viét
va toi con nhé trong do6 c6 cau Phap van
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nhu vay: "La vie est un chemin rabo-
teux et jonché dépines” (Ddi la mot con
dudng gap ghénh va day nhiing chong
gai).

Hoc da kha, t6i tranh gidi nhut véi
cac ban hoc sanh va déi thu lgi hai cta
toi la Tran Van Chanbh, 16n tu6i hon t6i,
cling cao 16n hon, viét chii da hay ma tra
161 cting bt thiép.

Mot hom, khong biét toi so xuat thé
nao ma o6ng Kiém nghiém nét mat canh
cao toi:

— Hoi, néu may khong c6 gang thém

lén thi nam nay cdi Prix d’Excellence
khong khoi tay thang Chanh!
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Thang ba, thang tu, tr6i mua xuodng,
ngoai ruong dé gay vui tai.

Toéi v6i Long, Cia hodc Thuén di bat
dé. Ma tdi ngay tho, c6 thao viéc bat dé
dau, t6i di theo ban la d€ xach gitim mot
xau hop quet khong.

Bat dé day hop quet rdi vé, cac ban
cho tbi vai ba con da choi.

Rudng day nudc, Long, Cuaa ra toi
di hét ca thia thia. Ma t6i khong chap
thuén, bao rang t6i dai khd khong phan
biét bot ran rau véi bot ca thia thia vi hai
thid cling dong gan bo rudng, cliing té nhi
nhu nhau, rti téi bi ran can thi chét mot
clia.

Toi phai cho Long v6i Cha muon
moi ngudi mot cai chai nhod véi mot cai
16 con.
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Hai ngudi di tu tdm t6i muoi gio
vé, moi chai dung mudi may con ca thia
thia, 16n co, nho cé. Toi d6 ra t6, xin moi
anh vai con thoéi, ma t6i "choi ctia trén”,
toi lga may con 16n va mun ma bat, 1a vi
toi da lam toan xong, hai anh chi c¢6 do
tap toi ra ma "cop’.

Nam nay, xay ra mot vu lam cho t6i
c6 thanh kién bat hao rat lau déi véi con
nha giau.

Gid choi, toi ding mot minh dva cot,
ba bon hoc sanh pha tro Quyén, con 6ng

phan Ty, lam & Toa B, dia x6 qua, dda
day lai, bat d6 bon n6 x6 Quyén vé minh
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toi, toi x0 tra lai, rai lam sao, Quyén va
dau vo ctia s6, u mot cuc.

Mudi gid rudi, tan hoc, anh boi 6ng
phan Ty dat Quyén qua nha mang von
v6i ma toi rang toi "du con” gay thuong
tich cho con 6ng phan nha giau!

M4 t6i hoi so s, toi nhan tdi trang,
song t6i ty bién hd rang s& di toi x6
Quyén la vi may dta kia x6 né vd minh
toi, ché khong phai toi ty dong lam né u
dau.

Ma t6i bao anh bdi véi Quyén vé dé
ba triing tri dta con "hung di". Ho vé rdi,
ma toi danh tdi hai ba bat tai dau thau
trGi xanh, bat toi nam sap 1én vén, roi roi
may ma toi quat toi lién hoi ky tran, toi
khoc nhu mua, kip dén khi Thay t6i can
thiép, ma t6i mdi tha cho va, trua ay... toi
dugc mién an com!



58 Wi s @By e ] 61

Tt khi t6i lap gia dinh dén nay chau
noi chdu ngoai bon bé, tdi nhd lai toi
khong bao gid ban cho may duda con toi
mot tran don ac liét nhu vay, chi vi téi la
con linh ma dam gay thuong tich, dau la
vO tam, cho mdt cdu con nha giau, qui tu
mot 6ng phan & Toa Bé.

Thay t6i 1a ai?

La Hoa thugng Thién Minh, nha su
tru tri chuia Phuéc Hai, 6 lang Hau My,
tong Phong Hoa, quan Cai Be, My Tho,
1a Su huynh ctia Su Cy Hué Quang, Phap
cht Tang gia Nam Viét, tU tran cach day
may ndm tai Tan Dé Li (An Do) trong
lac ngai dy Hoi nghi noi nay.
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Hoa thugng Thién Minh la thay
chung cé gia dinh chung t6i va c6 nhiéu
dé ti & Tan An.

Thinh thoang, ba bon thang mot lan,
Thay qua tham va & nha tia ma toi may
bta, day dao, coi qué, cho bua, hét thudc.

Ho6i toi bon tudi ndm Mau Than,
1908, ma toi da "qui y" cho t6i v6i Thay
toi va toi xin phép cdi "Long phai” quiy
ra day, doc gia lam tudng:

"Té¢ thugng chdnh tong, phdp phdi
phung tho tam qui y, cong diuic phdp yéu,
tam bdo chi dao, tu chung dong qui, thién
nhon chdnh dao triic ddo Bo de, ti thdp
nhithé quitrungtrit thugng Qudng ha Hué
dai ldo Hoa thugng T0 su Phudc hdi tu, tii
thdp tam thé qui tdm hoa thugng Thién
ha Minh bon su truyén tho qui y Tam Bdo
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Phat Phap Tdng, tho ngii gidi phdp, nhan
nghia Ié tri tin nhut tam thudng tri Tién
Thanh lgi sanh chi bon, mac stic uu tu qui
y tin nhon dé tv Dao Vin Hoi, phdp danh
Nguyén Chdnh, khuyén nhit chu dc, mac
tdc can vi thugng thién phung hanh, thién
van mdu than nién, ti ngoac nhi thap nhij
nhut thoi chdp phai'.

Vi tu khi tho phdi dén nay da qua
lau, trén ntia thé ky, va Thay toi truyén
miéng chd khong cé chép ra, va lai toi
cling dot cht Nho nén bai "Long phai”
trén day khong ro cé that dang véi bon
chanh Thay t6i truyén day hay khong.

Pugc "qui y" tu thud bé, tron doi toi
theo gidi Phat, khong hé an thit chd, thit
trau, rua, éch...
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Midc dau anh t6i mat may sang lang,
song Thay toi khong khen lai bao rang
toi 6 "can tu” va "thap gia no ti, ra thoi

cong khanh".

Khi vé My Tho, Thay cho anh em t6i
mot cac bac, anh t6i anh cat «dé phong
ho than». Va sy viéc nay xdy ra moét tuan
sau.

Chiéu, hai gié rudi mdéi hoc ma
chung t6i hay di sém lam chi, hodc lugm
trai keo chin rét, do hang keo trén 1€
dudng dai theo trai linh, hodc ngtia nén
hiing me, do mdy ban t6i leo trén cay
liéng xudng.

Ngay hom nay, t6i an mdt mat me
cling khong noi, 1a vi, héi dé6 mai trua,
toi an me da qua nhiéu, nhiéu qua hdara
chdn ngén.
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Trong luc ché trudng md ctia, anh
em toi ghé nha bac doi Pau ngoi dut
nang; bac ban keo banh, khoai mi mé,
khoai mi chudi cho hoc sanh.

Chiéu hom ay, bac bdo may tro ngoi
noi hang ba cua bac - trong do c6 anh
em tOi — rang trd nao c6 mua banh thi
ngo6i choi, bang chang thi di noi khéc.

Bi cham long ty 4i, anh t6i danh pha
cac bac ra, mua cho hai anh em méi dda
mot miéng keo dau phong mot xu.

4. Hoc 16p nam (C. Préparatoire B
~1914)

Thay nam Dgi ngudi 6m yéu, di ding
khoan thai, nhu mét thiéu phu dep.
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Thay t6i da trang, ham rang hoi ho,
miéng ludn luén nhu mim cudi. Di day
hoc, thiy che cay du trang can tre, ddi cai
non tay cli, mdc 4o xuyén dai.

Trén ban thay, hai con roi may lang
muét nam thuong truc, song chung
khong gd vao mong va lung ai bao gio,
vi thay ndm t6i cling hién hau nhu thay
Nghi 16p tam.

Thué 4y, Nha Hoc chanh cho day
mot chuong trinh hon hgp, Phap Viét
16n 1ao, hoc sanh hoc Phap vian qua sém,
ti 16p bay da hoc rdi va lén 16p nam, sd
ky, dia du va toan phap déu day bang
Phap ngii.

Thay bat dau day chung t6i dich Viét
ngt ra Phap van (théme) va Phap van
dich lai Viét ngii (version).
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Vé mon theme, t6i con nhé thay day
mot cdu nhu vay: "Khi tréi mua xudng
thi ruong day nhiing nudc” (quand les
pluies tombent, les rizieres sont pleines
deau).

Mon version, thay cho dich truyén
“Le lievre et le moineau” (Con tho riing
vGi con se sé) dai khdi nhu vay:

"Con tho rling bi con ché s6i bat an
thit. Trong khi con thu di banh x¢é con
vat hién lanh thi con se sé ddu trén cay
kéu thé ma hai: “Vay ché hai cdp gio may
dau ma may khong chay dé bi bat ma
may rén la?’

Bong dau, mot con diéu hau dap
xuong bau con se sé trong mong sac ma
bay. Con chim nhé bé gidy giua kéu la;
con tho gan chét cling ran nhuéng mat
héi rang: “Vay ché cdp canh may dau ma
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may khong bay d€ dén ndi bi diéu x6t?°

Bai 4y két ludn bang ciu: "Qui rit
vendredi, dimanche pleurera” ma thay
dich la:

Cudi nguioi chd khd cuoi lau,
Cudi ta thdng trudc, thdng sau ngudi
CUJI.
Hoc dija du tinh Tan An, mdi l4n tra
bai, trinh mot bang dia d6 cho thay cham

diém. Thudng thi t6i dugc nam sau diém
veé btic vé con bai thi tdam diém.

Song mot trua, toi vé hoi vé ha, song
Vam Coé ngay do nhu ruét ngua, thay
chau may, tang t6i c6 mot diém.
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5. Dé nhut Thé chién

Néam 4y, dé nhit Thé chién ndi 1én,
gitia Duc (Allemagne) véi cac Dong
minh, ban dau la Nga, Anh, Phap sau lai
Anh, Phép, M.

O Tan An, Chéanh quyén dia phuong
md quan tinh nguyén sang Phap. Dé
khuyén khich mdy anh chién si bat dac
di dy, vai gido vién dya theo ban qudc ca
Phap "La Marseillaise” ma dat mot bai
hat, tdy khong ra tdy ma ta cling ching
phai ta, hat 1én nghe n6 ngé ngan budn
CUOi.

Nguyén van bai chi Phap la:

"Allons, enfants de la Patrie, Le jour
de gloire est arrivé.

Contre nous, de la tyrannie, Léten-
dard sanglant est levé (bis)
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Va day la may cau dau bai hat ctia ta,
ma t6i nhé nhu la sdng tac cta thay Vo
van Kiém:

"Anh hung thanh than dung lo nga
tri, hé, Vi nudc quén nha, sa chi lia qué.

Ngan mu6én ndm ding quén on
chién si, hé,

Lan tén d4 trudng chinh chién may
khi vé (hai lan)

Chinh phu lai quyén tién, moc tui
may anh ba Tau ma tho ky, gido vién,
cling that lung bu¢c bung quyén nam ba
cac, thim chi may hoc sanh nhé bé ciing
nhin dn x6i banh dé quyén doi ba xu.
Trén vach tudng cac cong sG va cac hiéu
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budn, nhan nhén nhiing bich chuong vé
hinh con Rong vang phun bac, ddnh anh
linh Btic mac quan phuc, ddi nén sat cd
ngu nhon, té nhao, duéi ké may dong
chi:

"Rong Nam phun bac, danh d6 Dric tac,

"Mot khi Dai Phap thang tran, dén ta tat
c6 phan.
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Dé& nhiac nhd dan toc Viét Nam ché
quén cong on nudc Phap, ho cho dién
mot v& tuong nhan la:

"Cao Hoang d¢€ vién chinh Tiy son
tac,

Poéng cung Canh cau vién Dai Phap
dinh.

dién 16p Cha Ba Da Loc dem Hoang
ti Canh mdi bay xuan di cau vién noi
Phéap quoc. Anh kép déng vai Ba Pa Loc
mdc 4o nha tu, hat nam hat khach giong
lo 16 kho nghe.

Nhac lai, ndm 1918, Dai Phap quéc
thang tran ma nudc Viét Nam nho bé
chung ta c6 hugng nhd dugc céi gi ¢ dau!

Ky luong
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Chuyén xdy ra cdch nay da hon ntia
thé ky ro6i ma tdi van nhé ranh mach nhu
mdi hom qua day. Chiéu hom ay, mot
budi chiéu ngay thid hai, thang 10; bon
gio, trong danh, hoc tro ra choi.

Tiéng roi nhip trén ban lan thu nhat,
cac ban toi, dong ding ddy; dén tiéng thu
hai, mot bay tré con muoi, mudoi hai tuoi,
tua ra khoi 16p, top chay xudng mé song
ti€u giai, top 6n a0 trliing gién ngoai san.

Toi ra chot, mac dau téi ngoi ban
nhut va dau ban.

Thud 4y, moéi chiéu thu bay, thay
cong diém hoc sanh chia lay trung binh,
roi thi hai tudn sau, thay «sap cho», gioi
ngoi ban trén, dd ngdi ban dudi.

T6i chdam hoc, dugc han hanh trong
s6 hoc tro cang cua thay.
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Thay nam vo mot tG gidy, thay toi
con ding x6 ré trong hang ba, thay trao
cuc gidy cho t6i va bao dem di liéng.

Di nhién la phai quang cho xa, ché
ném dudi thém thi thay can gi sai bao téi
thang toi! Thay tanh sach sé, ky ludng,
toi biét.

Song, kia thang Hiép ngoai sdn co
nd ngodt todi ra da banh véi nod. Thé la
con ma ham choi nd duc t6i ném bay cuc
gidy xuong dudng muong trudc 16p cho
ranh ng, r6i ba chon bén cang chay bay
ra san, dai chién tic cau véi Hiép.

Pang mé tran, bong tiéng trong bao
v hoc ndi Ién inh inh. M6 hoéi nhé nhai,
toi chay vo ding sap hang. Hoc sanh
cham rai vo 16p, nhung khi t6i qua trude
mat thay, thay git toi lai.
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Cac ban t6i vo 16p xong, thay chi cuc
gidy dudi muong bao téi xuong lugm.
Toi then qua, lo s¢ thay sé phat tdi, kho-
ng biét phat cach nao.

Thay bao téi dé cuc gidy trén ban
thay, long t6i ban loan, khong doan dugc
thay sé lam gi; xong, thay cho t6i vé cho.

Hoc tro ngac nhién, chong choc nhin
toi, toi cii mdt chang ddm ngo ai ca.

Thay nghiém nghi bao t6i 6m cap
xuong ban chot ngoi. Toi tti ho dén rom
rém nudc mat.

Rai thay kéu hoc sanh d& cudn sach
tap doc Phap van, cuon "Lectures — Bi-
mard" doc nhu thudng baa. Tré tréu
thay, chiéu ay lai doc bai "Pua hoc tro
ky ludng", t6i con nhé mang mang mat
doan nhu vay:
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"Tro Té6t an mac sach sé, sach vé kho-
ng lam muc, khong hé cé ddu tay, may
gbdc déu ngay thang.

Moi khi cha me va thay sai bao viéc
chi, tro thi hanh chau déo.

Tanh ky ludng cta tro lam cha me
va thay hai long, cac ban yéu mén..."

Toi in trila thay dm chi t6i va toi odn
cai lao Bimard nao dé dat bai «Pta hoc
tro ky luéng» lam chi khong biét.

Gig vé, troi lam tdm mua, anh em
ban thay téi "xudng chon" khong dia
nao them ding cdp cung to6i, to6i danh
phai git duoi vay.

Vé dén nha, t6i lo lo lting lting nhu
dia mat hon, an c6 nlia chén com.

M4 t6i 16 tran thay ndng hanh hanh,
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bat t6i uong mot vién ky ninh. Toi nhan
mat, dun minh? muon kéu to la thay da
cho t6i "udng ky ninh" réi, song con roi
tre cia ma t6i oai v¢, huing hé hon con roi
may yéu xiu ctia thay t6i, nén t6i khong
ddm hé moi.

Sang ra, vo 16p, liéc 1én ban thay, cuc
gidy tai nghiép cti ndm chinh inh trén
day! Cac ban liéc xéo tdi, ché giéu.

Coi kia, thang Hiép, cai thang phan
boi, hom nay dudng nhu né quén thang
Hoi nay tling da banh véi nd, n6 rt thang
Hién di choi, ma Hién 1a dua thudng
ngay no6 khong ua, vi Hién da hoc do lai
tanh xau, thay ghét thang Hién.

NO tréu minh, cé tic chét dugc
khong!

2 rung minh
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Hom 4y, to6i viét am ta khong c6 16i
nao, dugc 10 diém, lam hai bai toan
trang, cting 10 diém.

Nhung ma, luén hai hom, thay tuyét
nhién khong kéu toi "tra bai". That tui
nhuc cho t6i qua! Tha la thay danh cho
vai roi, thay mang cho it 16i roi thay
x0a t0i cho ché thay phat kiéu do, thay
da "day" minh ra tan bién thuy ma thay
khong con ngd ngang gi dén minh nia
hay sao?

Nhut la minh thudc bai, lai cang
muoén cho thay kéu lam. Con cuc gidy
qudi dc kia, n6 ct chudng mdt mai trén
ban thay, sao nd khong chiu bay vao gid
rac cho roi? Ngay nao thay con thay né
trudc mat, tdc la thiy khong quén toi
trang cua minh, vay thi... mdt phai thu
tiéu, hai cling phai tha tiéu né.
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Thé 1a s6ém mai thi nam, t6i v6 sém,
thtia dip 16p hoc vang teo, nhu mot tén
bat luong pham téi lan dau, t6i run run
cap cuc gidy chay quing tudt xuéng sdong
trudc trudng hoc.

Vo 16p, ngdi dudi ban, t6i sé 1én liéc
xem phan Ung thay lam sao.

Thay ngé trén ban viét roi thay trong
xudng toi, toi cii mat, gia vo do tap giay

ra. Thay khong néi chi hét.
Chiéu thd nam, cac 16p nghi hoc.

Sém mai thi sau, may man thay cho
toi, thay kéu to6i 1én bang lam bai, dich
Viét ngti ra Phdp van.

May lan trudc, vé mon nay, moi cau
toi dich dung la thay khong ngét ngoi
khen, nhung lan nay thay chi nghiém
trang cho t6i mot diém cao.
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Chuyén phai dén da dén.

Chiéu thu bay, tu bon gio rudi téi
ndm gio, thay bon than cong so, chia lay
diém trung binh, sap hang.

R6i sé6m mai thd hai, hoc tro via
ngodi yén vao cho ci, thay tuyén bo két
qua: Hoi, diém trung binh 8, s6 1.

Toi dung day, do du khong biét con
phai ngodi ban chot hay l1a dugc «hoi cyu
vi» thi thay mim cudi, ngdn tay tro xinh
dep ctia thay chi t6i dau ban, ban nhit.

Thé la thay da xo6a 16i cho toi.

Trua do, td6i vé nha, mat tuoi nhu
hoa, noi chuyén nhiéu hon thudng biia.
Khong dan dugc ndi miing, téi kéu ma
toi:

— M4 0i, m4, tuan nay con hang nhut
ma a!



58 i ocivnn g o ] 81

Ma4 t6i hoi ngac nhién vi, may tuan
trudc, t6i van "rém nhé" (premier) ma
toi c6 bdc 10 vui miing nhu vay dau. Tuy
nhién, ma t6i cling phat yéu trén dau toi,
noi:

~ U, con hang nhiit, m4 miing.

Ong Tran phong Sic

Chénh quyén dia phuong b6 dung
nha nho Tran phong Sac day luan ly cho
tré hoc sanh tu 16p tu trd xuodng, nguyét
bong may dong.

Vé tuéng mao, 6ng hoi xau ngudi,
ong mang mot dau tdéc to tudng, nudc
da ngdm ngam den, mat 1é nang.

bi day hoc, 6ng bit chiéc khan nhiéu
diéu da phai mau, mdc cdi do xuyén dai
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cii, cdp cay du den, mang doi giay ham
éch that la “xap 1t Mua nhu nang,
ong van 16i bd ludn, ti xdm nga tu dén
truong.

Lép luan ly thuong day budi chiéu,
tuy theo 16p, tt bon gio téi bon gis rudi,
va bén gio rudi t6i nam gio. Ong gidng
day bon phan lam con déi véi cha me,
trd véi thay, chung dan déi véi Chanh
quyén, anh chi em, bé ban cu xt véi
nhau...

Poan 6ng lén bang, viét mot cau 16i
chin mudi chi Nho, cho luén mot cau
gidi nghia mot hang, 6ng viét rat dep, chi
nhu chit in. Ong bt ching tdi chép vao
mot cudn s6 con, trinh 6ng cham diém.

Nhiing chii Nho ngoan ngoéo kho
viétlam sao cho ban tay non nét va ching
toi vé chang khéc vé bua, thé ma dugc
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ong cho chin mudi diém ngon lanh.

Song sau do, tro nao pha phach, gion
cot, lam on ao, 6ng khong ngan ngai cao
diém néd trong so, stia con s6 9 s6 10
thanh ra con s6 khong (0), nhung may
ngay sau, cdu hoc sanh tinh nghich tré
tai hay phép la, doi cai diém khong cta
ong thanh con s6 6 hay 9 nhu thuong!

Tanh 6ng tram lang, it hay giao thiép,
nén gid nghi x4 hoi, may thay kia tyu
nhau chuyén van, con 6ng thi ngoi trong
16p xem sach chit Nho.

C6 [é vi thoi budi dy, truong tinh Tan
An xem thudng moén luan ly, vi 6ng Tran
phong Sac qua hién héu 16i thoi, va cling
vi may thay gidao khac it né nang 6ng,
khong ran day hoc sanh doéi véi ong phai
kinh trong, nén gi6 hoc luan ly, 16p ong
khong khac nao cai chg, mac 6ng nhip
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roi nhip thudc trén ban, hoc tro cu gion.

Bon ching goi 6ng la «thay ma ranh»
(morale), hodc «ong ke ltia». Hai dita ngoi
hai dau ban ngang nhau, tro A tung mot
mat me sang bén kia, tro B hang miéng
hting 14y, ca l6p cudi vang, 6ng Sac kéu
hai tro 1én phat.

Tro C v6i D 6m tap 1én xin chim
diém; trong lac D trinh tdp gidy minh
ong xem, C cui xudng dut mot vat gi vo
doi giay ham éch cua ong.

Nam gig, trén 16p nhtt, anh cu li
dédnh tr6ng man hoc. Ong Tran phong
Sac x6 chon vo giay dung phai vat gi mém
nhiin, 6ng givt minh, cdi xuong trut doi
giay ra... hai trdi chudi chin, va hoc sanh
cuoi ro!
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Hai muoi tinh Nam Ky thus do,
khong may ai la khong doc nhiing bon

dich truyén Tau cua 6ng Tran phong Sac.

Su nghiép dich thuat cua ong rat 1a
phong phu, 6ng dich trén ba muoi bd
truyén Tau, toi xin ké so:

Phong Than - Tam Qudéc Dién Nghia
— Thuyét Duong - La Thong tdo Bac -
Tiét nhon Qui chinh Pong - Tiét dinh
San chinh Tay - Phi Long dién nghia
— Tam ha Nam Dudng - Tan Dudng -
Van hué lau - Ngti hé binh Tay - Ngii hé
binh Nam - Nhac Phi dién nghia — Tam
hap minh chéau buu kiém, Cang Long
ha Giang Nam - Chanh Dtic du Giang
Nam...
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Cau vdn O0ng vla can doi trdi chay,
vtia bong bay van hoa, phu nt nhi dong
doc truyén ong da say mé ma buc lao
thanh, nha tri thuic xem cang thich thu.

Nhu trén t6i da ndi, tt nam 1918
trd vé trudc, ky bai truong 16n bat dau
ti ngay 25 thang 12 duong lich va nhap
hoc vao dau thang ba nam sau.

Trti 16p nhtitla l6p chuidn bi hoc sanh
thi Cap bang So hoc (Certificat d’Etudes
primaires franco- indigénes) va thi hoc
bong Trung hoc, con thi tu 16p nhi tré
xudng, ong Toan, Poc hoc, nham mat
cho cac thay cung hoc sanh, sau ngay
15 thang 12, nghi xa hoi thoi gian muoi
ngay trudc khi vé nha stia soan dn Tét.

Mot 16p trén ba muoi tro, chi con vai
muoi di hoclay 1&; s6m mai, thay cho viét
mot bai am ta, doc vai bai Phap van, Viét
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ngti; chiéu, thay ndm Doi, thay tu Qudi,
thay ba Gid, thay ba Canh, thay nhi Anh,
chon trong 16p vai ba trdo doc Viét van
troi chay, cho luan phién doc truyén Tau
cta Tran phong Sac, thay va ban dong
hoc thuéng thic lam vui ...

Toi xin tam diing but vé 6ng Tran
noi day, toi cé chép chuyén 6ng day du
hon trong cuon “ Tan An Ngay Xua ” toi
sap xudt ban.

Mic dau t6i sap dugc lén 16p ba, tu
gia thay nam toi, song ngay 28 Tét nam
1915, tia to6i bao dem Tét thay mot chai
rugu thuoc.



88 1] o Ve BLY

Toi gdp thay dang chung hoa vao
binh, toi ap ung néi may 16i, thay mim
Cudi, cam on tia ma to6i, bao toi 1én 16p
ba ran hoc va... diing quén thay.

Toi cdm dong, xa thay, lat dat ra, vap
cai ngach ctia ngo cua thay suyt té.

6. Lép ba B (C. Elémentaire B -
1915)

Ban dau, chung t6i hoc véi thay ba
Vo6 Vién Kiém.

Thay tac trung, nghiém nghi, toc hét
«ban chai vudéng» (brosse carrée), hay
nhan may.

Thay néi nho va viét chi cting nho
rat dep. Thay bdc hai chi «gidng day»

rang:

— Ngudi ta thudng noi ‘gidang day’
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noi nhu vay la sai, giang tay, giang chon,
m&i goi la gidng; phai ndi la ‘doan day’
mdi dung.

Thay noéi sao chung tdi hay vay, kho-
ng dam cai, mdc dau nghe may thay khac
va song than t6i déu noi ‘giang day’

Sau, vO trung hoc, hoc Viét ngit véi
ong Nguyén khac Hué, t6i méi rd chac la
thay Kiém lam.

‘Giang’ la chii Nho, cé nghia la dién
gidi cho r6 nghia’ va dugc dung trong
tu ngii: gidng kinh, gidng sich, giang
duodng, gidng gidi, giang ludn...

‘Doan’ cting chti Nho, nghia la ‘bang
long, ung thudn: chudn doan, doin
duyét, doan hua... Lai c6 nghia la: ‘chuc
quan phu, huyén c@’: phta doan, huyén
doan, lénh doan ...
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Con chit ‘gian, gian tay, gian chon thi
viét nhu thé. Thay Kiém cting hién lanh,
khong danh ai.

Thay day dugc vai thang thi thuyén
chuyén noi Tan An, song t6i quén khong
biét thay doi day trudng nao.

Thay Tran van Gid lai thé, dudng nhu
thay & truong Su pham ra. Thay con tré
ban, c¢d him lim, him sau, 4n mic Au
phuc chai chuot; thay vui vé, sét sang,
viét chii ding, to va dep.

Gid choi, thay di rdo, coi chling hoc
sanh, can thiép vao nhiing dam danh
16n, chti 1on, nén chung t6i kinh phuc
thay.

Vai ba thang sau khi thay doi lai, thay
két hon cung trudng nt 6ng Doc Huynh
van Toan.



58 i i g e ] 91

Thay tap chung t6i lam ludn van
bang Viét ngti, cho nhiing dé tai luan ly
nhu: dao lam con do6i véi cha me, hoc
trd doi v6i thay, anh em ban véi nhau,
ta dua hoc tro tot, dia hoc tro xau... ta
canh dong rudng, lic cay, mua ciy, mua
gat...

Ban dau, ma toi cat nghia, chi dan
cho t6i, sau t6i tu lam lay, thay cho toi
diém cao. Nhiéu tro do ky, thua rang
chinh ma t6i lam bai gitim to6i.

Thay khong ndi gi. Mot btia, gio Viét
ngt, thay cho chung tdi mot dé tai, bado
lam ngay trong I6p. Toi lam cling tam
dugc, thay hai long.

Tu do, khong con ai giem si€ém nia.
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Thay day chung t6i hoc Phdp van,
van pham, ban dau dat cau roi (phrases
détachées) bang mot mang dé (proposi-
tion) tic ‘doc 1ap mang d€ (proposition
indépendante), lan lan lam mét cau co
hai mang dé, mdt mang dé chu yéu (pro-
position principale) va mot mang dé phu
thudc (proposition subordonné) noéi lién
nhau bang mét ‘dai danh tui lién hé (pro-
nom relatif): qui, que, dont...

Dat cau roi kha thao roi, lam moét bai
ngan ngan véi dé tai dé dé: ‘Nhiing con
tha vat nha véi loi ich ctia nd (les ani-
maux domestiques et leur utilité), cac gia
cam (oiseaux de basse-cour)...

Lam ludn van bang Viét ngt, thay
béo bo b6t nhiing chit ‘thi’ chi ‘cling’ ...
lam nang né cau van. Danh tu ‘Indochine’
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ngudi thudng dich 1a ‘Dong duong, thay
stfa lai 12 “TAy An dong Tau’

Binh dich hach

Vao khoang thang tu, thang ndm,
chung t6i dugc nghi bat thudng nua
thang, dan ching chau thanh Tan An trai
qua moét con hai hung: binh dich hach
(peste bubonique) hoanh hanh tai chg;
trong may tiém ngudi Trung hoa, khong
tiém nao la khong ngudi mang binh.

Nguoi Hoa kiéu & v6i nhau dong duc,
bat chap vé sanh, gap phai binh truyén
nhiém, moi ngay déu c6 mot hai ngudi
t binh.

Chanh quyén dia phuong dung moi
phuong phap phong ngtia, tri binh va
tdy ué. Nguoi nao binh ndng thi cho toi
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nhon vong xuong ‘nha thuong 18 (la-
zaret) tic la mot cai nha 1a cat gan bén
do Chu Tiét, xa chau thanh mot cay so
ngan, dé€ nam dé dudng binh, mét thay
y ta coi chuing, rai binh nhan chét di thi
dem ra ru¢ng chon lién cho tién.

Nhiéu nguoi khong dau ndng lam
song bi bdo ndim modt minh trong khung
canh am u day tt khi, khting hoang tinh
than, sg qua chét luon!

Hé dugc han hanh lam khach ‘nha
thuong 14" thi it c6 ai may man manh ma
Ve.

Chg Tan An cam nhoém, trudng hoc
ddéng ctia, hon nua thang tinh hinh méi
trd lai binh thudng.
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Khong biét tro Thong c6 ba con chi
vGi thay ma thay tin cdy nd qua, tuan nao
thay cling giao cho n6 cdng s6 chia diém
ludn.

N6 gidi that, moén nao cling hay, song
c6 moi mot céi tanh thién vi, bé ban no
thi n6 dem lén hang con minh, né cdng
diém thé nao ma minh cd ding hang
ndm sap xudng hang mudi!

Co lan tdi sé 1én coi s6 va cong lai,
thi ra, dang 1€ t6i phai dugc sap hang
nhi ding sau Thong, song lai bi anh ta
cho tudt t6i hang sau. Toi ndi véi vai nan
nhan cta Thong, Long (Huynh) va Long
(Bui) dinh lén thua thay, song mot 1a
khiép thay nghiém nghi, hai la thay tin
cdn Thong qua nén ching t6i lai thoi,
danh chiu vay ...
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Nhiut qui, nhi ma, thiaba...

Tuy hoc hanh c6 lo lang, cuc kho
nang mua, thay c6 khi ray khi danh, song
cling c6 phan vui. Anh em chung t6i dich
chtt Phap ra Viét bang nhiing danh tu
md&i ma it ai ngd, nhu chit «Indicatif pré-
sent», trong cach chia dong tli (conjugai-
son des verbes), ‘mode indicatif’ tu dién
dich la ‘tryc thuyét cach;, ‘présent’ la hién
thoi, chung t6i cho la ‘anh-di-xuc-tép-
veé-rang, lai thém ludn may chii cho tron
nghia: ‘em & nha lo than lo mé:

“Vocabulaire’ 1a ‘tii ngi” ‘tu vung’ bi
chung t6i bién thanh ‘gid ca bu lai ré
may thay nghe lac dau. Chung t6i lai treo
déo t&i thay, nhung ma, xin 16i, cho tudi
tho cudi cot cho vui.
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Nhu ching t6i hoi:

— Thay nao cao hon hét? Dap: thay
Duong (vi cay duong cao hon hét trong
cac loai cay)

—Thay nao lanh lu6n lu6n? Thay Gia,
vi tuyét gia lanh luon.

— Thay nao xung minh trén hét? Thay
Anbh.

— Thay nao dua lung ching danh?
(Toi chang ddm dap vi 16i cuing thdy toi
va la ngudi qua co).

Ngudi ta néi: ‘nhut qui, nhi ma, thu
ba hoc trd’ la phai. Song that chung t6i
kinh mén thay, dtia hoc sanh 16p khac
ma xuc pham dén thay minh, minh ddm
danh 16n d6 mau véi nd lam!
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Trai lai, thay ba cting thuong t6i vi
toi hién héu, c6 gang hoc hanh. Téi xin
thuit mot chuyén dién hinh thay c6 cam
tinh cluing toi.

Dudi ban chot, treo trén vach mot
tam dia d6 Dong duong in nhiéu mau
rat dep, rong tam tac, cao thudc hai.

Chung t6i hoc dia ly (hodc goi la dia
du) xt Dong duong (hay Dong Phép, In-
dochine francaise) bang Phap ngi.

Tt hai gio rudi téi ba gid mudi lam
la gio dia ly, thay kéu vai ba dua tra bai,
ké toi, toi leo dling trén ban chot cam cay
thudc bang viia doc thugc long viia chi.

Bong nghe nhdt nhot dudi bap chudi
mat.

Khong nhin xuong, miéng van lap
dap doc, t6i lay thudc bang danh xudng



58 s sdin B o ] 99

mot cdi, tudng anh em ban pha t6i; hai
balan bi cao chon, to6i danh da hai balan

Tra bai xong, tro ban ngoi ban choét
thuat chinh thay choc nhot chon t6i va
toi danh trung tay thay. Toi hét hon, sg
thay odan, song tii do dén gio¢ vé khong
viéc gi xdy ra.

D6 ky

Moi thang thi vai ba mén (compo-
sition mensuelle), am ta chi Phap, toan,
ludn vin bang Phéap ngi, Viét ngii ...

Am td14n nao toi cling dugc sdp hang
nhut hay hang nhi, may mon kia, toi chi
xoang thoi. Thay bao rang cu6i nam thé
nao toi cting dugc phan thudng vé am ta.
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Chinh vi t6i dugc thay khen ma
thang Lai né ghét t6i, n6 16n hon t6i mot
tudi, hoc kém hon, song lanh lgi xdo
quyét, thudng hay nhao bang tdi, kéu toi
1a ‘con linh’

Mot hom, thay bao toéi lam mot cdi
hoa lam (gi6 hoa) vanh trén va day gidé
bang gidy cling, gidé cao mot tic, miéng
gio truc kinh tam phan, day gié nam
phan, thanh gié bang nhiing thanh tre
VOt tron.

Anh t6i v6i toi tim dau & nha dugc
mot tdm gidy cling mau lam, 14y kéo cat
miéng gio va ddy gid. Cdi gio trong ciing
kha dep.

Hai gio, chua vo hoc, gap thang Lai,
no6 bao tdi dua cadi gid no coi.

Toi ngay tho, quén rang n6 khong ua
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gl minh, nghe 15i trao gié. Cai thang qui
quai, no khen dep, roi lam bo sut tay, gid
roi xuong dat.

Toi gian hét stc cu nd. Bong trong
danh v6 hoc. Thay nhan thay cdi gié toi
lam cong phu, sao lai séu sao nhu vay.

To6i méu mao thua:

— Bi tro Lai cam coi roi liéng xudng
dat.

Ttc thi thay trgn mat thét né:

— D6 du con, dé an cudp, may pha
con ngudi ta vay dé ha? Khong bo cdi tat
do, may coi tao!

Hom sau, gap toi, n6 vo tay ché nhao:

— May gidi thua thay, thay danh tao
chuc roi roi do!
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Toi tdc qud, nhay lai danh nd, no
chay.

Biia ké, n6 cung hai dtta bo vay danh
toi va day toi vo bui keo, hai chon ghim
day nhiing gai.

Anh t6i xdch t6i thua véi thay, thay
thudng no ba roi dich dang va gio choi,
qui trén thém, trudc hang ba. Tu d6 méi
yén cai mui gidc Tran van Lai.

* %

K€ tu ngay 15 thang 12, tro Thong,
vai tro niia véi téi, moi chiéu, luan phién
doc truyén Tau ctia 6ng Tran phong Sac
dich cho ca 16p nghe.

Toi con c6 dip nhac dén 6ng.

Thay con mugn dau dugc moét bo
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sach Phat, nhan 1a ‘But st lugc bién’ cho
chung t6i doc. B sach in rat dep, gidy
lang thom tho, nhiéu hinh anh déc sac,
chung t6i thanh kinh doc, lay lam mé

thich.

Phat thuéng
Ngay 23 la ngay phat thudng.

Moi 16p dugc quét tudce sach sé, trén
ban trai kham trang tinh, chit day nhiing
sach va tap gidy. Hoc sanh dda nao cling
mac do méi vao dau 4o den quan den
cling sach sé.

Tam gio, khéi phat thudng cho 16p
nhut, ké Nhi A, Nhi B, Ba A, dén l6p Ba
B chung t6i 1a chin gio. Ong D6c Todn
v6éi mot gido vién tho ky di tu 16p ma
phat thuong.
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Thay to6i trao cho 6ng Doc danh sach
nhiing tro dugc thudng, trén moi phan
thudng da dan tén tro han hanh va mén
gl.

Gid phut sung suéng khi minh nghe
ong Doc doc 1én: ‘Premier Prix d’Ortho-
graphe - Dao van Hoi' (Phan thuong dm
ta hang nhut).

Thay gido vién tho ky trao cho thay
toi mot cuodn sach to, bia do cting, thom
phtc, cam rit tay. Thay kéu t6i 1én buc,
trao phan thudng cho t6i, mim cudi va
vO vai toi nhe nhe.

Toi cti dau chao 6ng Doc, may thay
roi xudng.
Di nhién la Phan thudéng uu hang

(Prix d’Excellence) vé phan tro Thong,
khong ai gianh ndi.
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Cudn sach thudng cta t6i nhan la
‘Les jeunes aventuriers xin tam dich:
‘May anh nién thi€u giang ho.

Anh t6i hoc 16p nhi A clng dugc
thuéng mot cudn sach ‘Les Montgol-
fieres’ (Nhiing chiéc khinh khi cau).

Thu that rang ti ngay lanh hai cuén
sach thudng cho dén ngay né rach, anh
em toi chi coi hinh ma thoi, ché chua hé
doc dén. That 16i thoi lam sao!

Sudt tdm nam tdi hoc trudng tinh
Tan An, tu 1911 dén 1919, Nha Hoc
chdnh Nam Ky chi cho phat thudng cé
hai lan ma thdi, ndm 1912 véi 1915, con
may nam kia khong c6 thudng, co 1€ vi
mac phai Dé nhit Thé chién (1914 -
1918) ma ngan sach Nha Nudc eo hep di
chang.
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Hai muoi bay nam sau

Su doi éo le, hai muci bdy ndm sau,
ndm 1952, t6i gap lai thay ba t6i noi B
Tai chanh, Chanh Phua Viét Nam.

Thay da vé huu, song vi hoan canh
gia dinh ma thay phai con lao luc. Anh
Nguyén Phudc Loc, Dong ly van phong,
tuyén dung thay lam tho ky cdng nhut.

Luc bay gio, toéi ddm nhiém chitic vu
Chu S& Vién trg My. Gép toi, thay miing
1§ cam dong. Toi nhac nhiing chuyén
xua, thang Thong, thang Lai, chuyén thay
day toi trong ludn van b6t dung nhiing
chii ‘thi’ chi ‘cling’ thay nghe nhac, thay
CUOi.

Toi giup thay vai viéc nho nhd, dén
dap an nghia thay tro trong mu6én maét.
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Tao mo

Ném 4y t6i mudi mot tuoi, anh toi
mudi bon xuan xanh.

Ngay 25 thang chap ta, anh em toi
theo tia ma toi vé lang Tho cung (sau d6i
la Huéng tho phu) cach chau thanh bon
cay sO ngan, tdo mo 6ng nodi ba ndi toi.

Phai di qua ciy Cau Sat bac trén séng
Vam co tay, trén dudng Sai Gon My Tho,
danh cho chiéc xe Itia chay trén dudng
ray 16t gitta Cau.

Buédc 1én cau, doi chon téi mém
nhiin, nhung t6i cling ran doéi budc theo
tia ma toi. La vi, cau 16t do ngang cach
khoang nhau d¢ thudc hai, doc theo lan
can cau, phia bén trai, hudng vé Sai Gon,
S6 Truodng tién 16t van dai, lam mot
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‘chiéc cau’ rong chiing thudc tu, chi da
cho chiéc xe kéo, hay xe dap va bo hanh
di.

Piling trén cau nhin xudng song
duéi chon minh, nudc chay nhu cat, anh
toi bdo di nép bén lan can va dling ngo
xuong nuéc ma ngdp hodac chong mait,
chi nhin téi trudc mat ma di thoi.

Qua khdi cau, theo quoc 10 vai cay
s0, ké queo qua tay mat vo 16 Tong Hudn,
mot ngan thudc niia téi mot miéng bién,
vao chom ma ong ba t6i va bac ba toi.

Cay ltc va u du moc day trén ma.

Tia t6i dung cudc giay co, ma toi chit
ltic, anh em t6i hét quang xuong rudng.

Vai gid cong tac, trén chom mo sach
sé roi, tia ma t6i bay 1é phdm ra cing,
banh hoi thit quay, trai cay, rugu trang,
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nhang dén, gidy tién vang bac.

Cung lay xong x4, ngdi nghi mot
hoi, sap phdm vét vao gid, vd xo6m tham
may nguoi quen, vi tia toi sanh truéng 6
Hudng tho phu, lang nay chi c6 6ng nodi
toi ho Dao ma thoi, chang biét chung t6i
c6 phai la miéu dué Dao duy T, quan su
Chua Nguyén, luu lac vao Nam chang.

Thay tia ma to6i vé, ba con 10i x6m
muing r& moi vé nha dai rugu dai com.

An uéng nghi ngoi dén bon gid
chiéu, diu nang, chung t6i dong nhau di
Ve.

Gan dén cau sat, toi thaly mot bay le
le 16i &n dudi rudng. Sau khi xin phép
tia ma tdi, t6i coi y phuc nhay ao xuéng
rudng dudi bat.

Bat le le dudi nudc 1a ‘giang son’ cia
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né that la dién r6: dudi bén dong, né
chay qua tdy ma vi dudi nam thi né ldn
1én bac.

Thinh linh, t6i bi con gi can dudi bap
chon, cd 1€ 1a con ran nudGce. Toi lat dat 161
1én, méc quan 4o lai, dai dot chang dam
cho tia ma tdi hay, may cling ching cé
hai gi ...

bén day, toi thuat da dugc phan ntia
thaoi ky hoc sanh t6i noi trudng tinh Tan
An. Gig, t6i xin ké mdt vai chuyén ngoai
hoc dudng giup vui doc gia.

Chuyén ba Chin an xoai ...

Khit bén nha t6i, phia trai, la hai cdn
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nha la ctia ba Chin ban banh cam. Chinh
anh Cong, con ba, nam 1911, da ctu toi
khéi chét chim.

Ba Chin vui tinh, td té, song c6 moi
mot tat, 1a tat ha tién.

Thud 4y, xoai chin tot mot cac rudi
mot chuc mudi hai trai, xoai dqu dau thi
mot cac, cac hai.

Ba Chin mua moét chuc xoai c6 hai
trai ddu dau, mot cic hai. Pem vé nha,
ba khdi su an hai trai ddu dau trudec.

Hom sau, lai ¢ hai trai dau dau, ba
got chung no, xoi.

Ngay thu ba, t6i phién cap xoai dau
dau thu ba. Lan lugt dén ngay tht sau, la
ba thanh todn xong chuc xoai 12 trdi, ma
an toan la xoai thui.
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Chg Tan An, ngudi ta hay biét chuyén
do, cudi ba ta ‘tién tang khong phai chd.

Mady nhip don ca

Bén httu nha téi la nha ngdi ong
quan Son, Lam ngoc Son, lam S& Buu
dién. Ong 6m nhom, cao nhong, con ba
vg map lu, lan xtn.

bi lam viéc, 6ng bit khan dong, mac
cai 4o banh t6 hai canh tay gan lon quan,
quan hang trang, mang doi giay b6 den,
che cay du den.

Ong ngudi diém dam, néi chuyén
dang hoang, song mang binh hut.

Ong ruéc thay gido HS6 mobi t6i dén
day don ca cho hai c6 con 1a Huong va
Lé.
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bung ra thi thay Ho6 la thay don,
khong biét thay c6 day hoc hoi nao ching
ma chung t6i nghe kéu 1a ‘thay gido HO.
V6i cdi tanh 16i thoi, chung téi khong
tim hiéu lam chi. Bay gid t6i, thay day
Huong don tranh, ké day Leé.

Trong may ban don ca thay day,
chung t6i dac biét cht y dén ban Ly con
ngua 0 nén con thudc dén ngay nay, toi
xin chép sau day:

‘Khdp con ngua, ngua o,

‘Khdp con ngua, ngua o,

‘Ngva 6 anh thang,

Anh thang kiéu vang,

Anbh tra khép bac,

‘Luc lac dong den,
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‘Bup sen ld ram,

‘Day cuong dam thdm,

‘Can roi anh bit dong thoa.

‘La dua, y d, dva nang,

‘Dua nang vé dinh.

Poan nam hat véi 6ng quan Son.

Muoi gid, mudi moét gio khuya, hut
da roi, thay ngoi day don va ca mot minh.

Thuong thi thay don ban T dai odn,
ca bai ‘Ngoc Dung cong Ho, chung toi
thudc dugc doan chét nhu vay:

‘Khuya, la ltic canh khuya,
‘Mdng than than, cdi than tui phdn

‘Chang biét y chang,
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‘C6 mdn lat chi khong?

‘Dong cung hdi, cé hay,

“Thiép trao thdn cho chang ...

‘Ndm, tram ndm phung sanh véi hoang,
‘Cho dep mdt nd may hong nhan.

Pém khuya thanh vang, réo rat tiéng
dan tranh, giong ca tram buon, that1a do
nao.

Nghe ra nhu odan, nhu sau phai
chang?

7.Lép ba A (C. El. A - 1916)

Pau nam nay, 6ng Poc dinh rang
hoc sanh da 1én 16p cao, gan thi bang So
hoc, phai thi 1én 16p, gidi dau thi lén, rét
thi & lai.
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Ong bét thi ba mén:

Mot bai am ta bang Phap van (dictée
francaise), hai bai toan do (probléemes)
va mdt bai ludn bang Phap van (rédac-
tion francaise)

Am t3 1a mon s& tridng cta toi, toi
lam mot 16i. Hai bai todn do6, t6i hiéu dau
dé song to6i quynh sg, 1on xdn thé nao ma
cho dap so trat.

Pau dé bai ludn van nhu thé nay:
‘Dites comment vous faites vos prépara-
tifs pour lécole’ (Tro hay ta tro chuin bi
di hoc thé nao).

Toéi lam xoang lam, 16i bay tdm hang.
Thé la toi r6t 1én 16p nhi.

Thay t6i hoi buon, song thay vi cho
toi ¢ lai, thay dé nghi 6ng Doc cho t6i
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qua 16p ba A, hoc véi thay ba H6 Vin
Canh.

Nam 4y, anh Lan t6i dugc lén 16p
nht, hoc v6i 6ng Huynh Van Dau.

Ma tdi noi rang thiy ba Canh ba con
vGi chung toi: nay, ba ngoai vg thay la em
rudt ba ngoai t6i, tic vg thay kéu ma toi
bang di, va hai 6ng ba phai kéu toi bang
anh, thang H6 Van Xuan con thay ciing
hoc chung véi téi phai kéu t6i bang cau.

Nhung da 1a thay tro thi dep ba con
lai mot bén va thang Xuén né van kéu
toi bang thing Hoi nhu thudng. Thang
Long Bui (Bui vdan Long) & lai 16p ba B,
Long Huynh qua I6p ba A vdéi t6i con
thang Tran Van Lai dugc lén 16p nhi B
mdi tuc!

Nam nay, t6i ¢6 hai ban nt hoc sanh
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1a chi Nguyén thi Gidi va chi Tran thi
Phan. Thay cho hai chi ay ngo6i chung véi
toi mot cai ban gitia 16p gan cai buc cta
thay.

Toi then, ngdi xich tudt ding dau ban,
khong dam ngoi gan cham chai muc cta
chi Gioi; thay dé€ y, cho tdi xuéng ngoi
ban dau, gan ctia s6, Long Huynh ngoi
gan toi.

S6m mai, viét am ta r6i hodc lam
toan, hodc viét écriture (viét chi dep) ,
hodc hoc luan ly trong cuén ‘Ngii luan
minh canh’ ctia dng Nguyén Dinh.

Chiéu, lam bai luan Viét van, tra bai
thugc long.

To6i hoc da cé can ban duéi 16p ba B,
bay gid dugc thay ren luyén cé phuong
phap nén t6i tan phat da moi mat. Va
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toi dan dau trong 16p ludn, chi Gioi véi
Long Huynh tranh nhau cdi nhij, ba, chi
Phan thuong dung hang ndm trong 16p.

Khi thi thay bon than cong so, khi
thay giao cho tdi, hodc Long Huynh, chi
Gidi. Va khong bao gio co ai khiéu nai.

Moi ngay, vao 16i chin gio rudi, day
xong vai bai, thay bdo t6i kéu may tro
thay c6 cham tén doc mot bai Phéap van,
trong lac thay di tiéu va ghé nodi chuyén
cung thay khac.

Toi thi hanh xong phén sy, thay vo
cho diém may tro ay.

Thay ba Canh rat hién, khong danh
phat ai, song c6 biia thay cling n6i nong.

Mot hom, thay bdo Long lén bang
lam todn, Long lam khong xong, thay
kéu Xuan.
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Xuan am & thé nao ma thay ding
day, xach cdi ghé ngodi ctia thay liéng ngay
dau no. Long dua hai tay lén chup kip hai
chon ghé, bang chang, it Xuin da gay ¢
roi!

Toi lién gio tay, xin 1én bang gidi bai
toan... Thay hai long

Thay ba Canh véi thay ba Gia déu la
cau thu c6 hang; thudng chiéu chua nhut
hai thay mdc mai-do ra san.

Thinh thodng, héi banh céc tinh lan
can, chdng han nhu hoi ‘Etoile de Gia
dinh’ (Ngoi sao Gia dinh) dén da tran
giao hao véi Hoi tuyén Tan An.
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Di nhién hai thay t6i hién dién dé
binh vuc mau ¢ tinh nha.

Tran da soi ndi, toi phap phong moi
khi thay A hay thay B trong hang can
thanh xudng gan dén ludi doi phuong.
Toi vai tham thay ban banh vao luéi.

‘Ngoi sao Gia dinh’ trén chon Hoi
tuyén Tan An r6 rét, rot cudc thang Tan
An ba ban g6 mét (3/ 1).

Thay t6i & mot cai nha ngdi rong dudi
dau cau sat phia bén kia cau; mu6n qua
chg, thay phai di trudc nha toi, dudng
Lagrange, qua chiéc cau quay, queo tay
mat la lai chg ma quanh tay trai thi gap



122 | o Ve B

san banh, r6i khu hanh chanh, lai qua
Cau Linh tap hay Cau kho bac la dén
truong.

Biia no, bon gid chiéu, anh toi ding
trudc nha choi, con toi tha diéu trén 10.

Chgt thay ba di qua, anh t6i chao,
thay dap 1é, t6i mai mé véi con diéu
khong thay thay. Thay qua khoi roi, toi
mdi thay, anh toi trach sao vo phép véi
thay.

Toi hoi han. Sang hom sau, gio choi,
thura luc thay ngoi trong 16p mdt minh,
toi 1én xin thay x4 16i cho, vi h6m qua vo

y khong chao thay.
Thay ba cudi, rang thay khong dé'y.
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Hoa tai

Thang ba, tréi nang hanh hao, mot budi
chiéu, tai x6m Nga tu, vi mdt em bé nau
com bat cén, lta trong bép bat qua vach
la, ba Héa boc 1én thiéu rui may tram
can nha, heo trong chudng chét bon.

Ltia sanh ra gio, gio tang stc lua,
cach chau thanh ca ngan thudc, dan lang
con thay ngon lta cat 1én ngun ngut.

Phuong tién ctu hoéa tho so & tinh
thoi bay gio khong du stic dan ap ba Hoa.

Ong D6c cho may anh 16n & 16p nhiit
chay dén Nga tu phuc luc v6i linh ma ta
va thudng déan tan tam chiia lda.

Doi ba ban t6i, nha cling ¢ xém 3y,
nhung cach dudng, hom sau thuat rang



124 | o Ve B

x0m bi hoa tai cach nha 6ng Tran phong
Sac c6 mot cai rach con va ngon gié lai
thoi vé phia nha 6ng nia.

Mady anh thdy tan mat, 6ng thinh ra
dé trén phién da xanh ctia ngdé nha dng
mot con hinh nhon cao d¢ vai tac, tay
cam 14 co.

Ong doc chi 1dm thdm mot chap,
doan phat cay c¢ trén tay hinh nhon may
lugt; la thay, ngon ltia dang chdy manh
liét, sap leo qua rach tdn cong mai ngodi
nha ong, bong quay tré lai.

Thé 1a 6ng nan khoi tay qua.

bay la 16i may ban t6i thuat lai, hu
thuc thé nao t6i khong dam quyét, chi
chép lai cong hién ban doc xem choi.
Ltia chay su6t hai tiéng dong hé mdi tat.
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Thuyén c6i am rudc tro Kha

Noi hoc dudng, mdac dau bé nho,
chung t6i cling c6 nhiing ban thén, cung
choi véi nhau, cing chia xé mat me, khuc
mia.

Khong thoat khoi cai khé ‘4i biét ly’
nha Phat, hodac ké con ngudi mat, hodc
hoan canh chia lia médi ké mét noi, ching
toi van git ky niém ém dém tinh bé ban
may muoi nam, c6 khi suot ca doi.

D¢ 1a trudng hop Kha vdéi toi.

Quen nhau tt 1&p sau, Kha mdi ndm
lai véi t0i lén cung mot 16p, va anh em
khong hé mich long nhau, mdc dau 6ng
ca Rang, phu than ctia Kha 1a m¢t phu
hao lang Binh lap, con t6i chi la con nha

ngheo.
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Chua nhuyt, Khd hay dén nha toi
choi; cd ca thia thia t6t, n6 chia cho toi
va toi c¢6 d€ hay cling tang no.

Kha hoc trung binh, tanh tinh cuong
truc, tdc trung trung song manh mé,
khong chiu ai hiép dap ai bao gio.

Bai trudng thdng bay, nghi 15 ngay,
toi it di dau va cling khong thay Kha dén
toi.

Chting v6 hoc lai, héi 6i, md&i hay
Kha da ngt yén dudi ndm mo! Toi dau
dén, budn buc, nhé Kha ca tuan.

Ban hoc thuit rang may ngudi nha
cta Khd, cho dén ba ca Rang, dém Kha
14m binh nang, nam mdt diém chiém bao
nhu nhau: ho thady mét doan thuyén cai
mii huét 1én nhu ghe 6 ghe lé dang cuu,
dén dau dudi mé song Vam Co tay, trudc



WVisiodlanmtranddentsachy I b
nha 6ng ca. Mot top linh dudi thuyén
1én, quan phuc nhu linh cyu trao, ho héi:

— May cau di dau day?’
Linh dap:
— Rudc cong ti & nha nay.

Ho tinh gidc thi Kha bi binh thoi khi,
tuc goi la “xuong dich.

Ong ca cho Kha udng thuéc Nam,
khong cam thd ta, rudc bac si Tay trén
nha thuong dén thi Kha da thé hoi cudi
cung, hon Kha c¢ 1é da xudng doan tau
ay ma di...

‘Chiéc may bay’ cia tro Duong

Bat ct thoi dai nao, dia phuong nao,
trong gidi thanh nién cing c6 buc ky tai
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ma ngudi ta khong hay biét. Ma dau cé
hay biét, ho cting chénh méang khong
quan tam khai thac kha nang anh tai.

Ban hoc t6i thi tham tro Duong hoc
16p nhi B ché tao dugc ‘moét chiéc may
bay. Va khi nao vang vé, n6 mdéi cho
‘bay,, chi d€ mot minh thudng thic.

Thé 1a, mot chiéu chua nhut, vao 16i
ndm gio, anh em t6i dén rinh noi cau

kho bac.

Gan sau gio, Duong ti con dang
trudc clia truong di lai, 6m mot vat
den den trong tay, 16n c& cudn ty dién
Larousse (Petit Larousse illustré).

Nhin trudc ngo sau khong thay gi
kha nghi, né vdn mdy roi tung vat ay lén
trdi, may kéu re re bay cao do vai muoi
thudc.



58 W i @B o ] 129

Duong cot dau sgi day nhg vao may;,
mot dau quan vo cudm tay, cho may bay
mot hoi chling ndm phut, roi thau day,
Om mady chay tuo6t vé€ nha.

Khong biét Duong dung dong co chi
ma lam cho ‘chiéc may bay’ bay dugc,
trong ldc bén Au chau, ti hinh thiic dén
dong co, phi thoan van con tho so.

Co dta hoc sanh bdo la Duong dung
‘hai b may dong ho’; do la gia thuyét ma
thoi, khong co gi la xac thuc.

Nhut nhat, t6i khong ddm ‘phdng
van’ Duong. Va toi khong rd, trong may
thay, cé ai hay biét Duong ché tao dugc
chiéc may bay khong.

That do la dac tanh 161 thdéi cua
ngudi Viét ... ngay xua, khong hdo ky,
khong thich hoc hoi, khong can tim biét
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cho nén cham tién la phai, nén trach
minh ché dung trach ai. Sau d6é may
ndm, lac t6i hoc trudng trung hoc My
Tho, t6i nghe néi c6 mdt anh hoc sanh
dé tam nién trudng Chasseloup Laubat
Sai Gon, ché tao dugc cay sung ban phi
cd, bang dién.

Duong nhu Chanh pht Phap c6 cap
cho anh mot hoc bdng du hoc bén Phap,
nhung vé sau chang nghe ndi tén tudi
anh ra lam sao ca.

Tht nghi ma coi:

Nudc Phap dem binh 6 at xam chiém
Nam ky ndm 1859, Nhut B6n md& cua
dén ti€p ngoai bang ndm 1868, nghia la
mudi ndm sau khi Viét Nam ta tiép xuc
v4i nudc ngoai.

Thé ma, ngay nay Nhut Bon da la
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mot trong cac nudc hung cudng thé gisi.
Con Viét Nam chdm tién cling van con
cham tién.

L6i noi ai?

Hoi, ttic 1a tra 1oi.

8. L6p nhi A (C. Moyen A - 1917)

Khoéng ndm nao téi lo lang kho s6
cho bang nam 1917, tdi hoc véi thay nhi
Duong ngoc Anh, nhtt la sau m¢t ndm
huéng day sung sudéng véGi thay ba A,
khong bi thay ray cho mot tiéng, dliing
noi chi dén thay danh dap.

Nhung su doi nay vay mai khdc,
nudc 16n con co khi rong, trang tron lai
khuyét, nao co la chi! Hoc bai lam bai
nhiéu, t6i khong ngan, chi s¢ thay qua
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nghiém, danh hoc tro hon thay nao khac.

Thay nhi chiing ba muoi tudi, 6m
nhd, nudc da mét xanh vi thay lam ban
v6i Phu dung tién ni. Thay cé dua con
trai la thang Tho, giong thay nhu khuon
dac, nhé 6m, mét xanh.

Nam ndy, mot s6 ban cung toi 1én 16p
nhi A, trong s6 c6 Xuan, Long (Huynh),
Btiu va Thanh, con 6ng phan Minh gitp
viéc & Toa bé.

Hai chi nt hoc sinh Gioi va Phéan da
qua 16p nhi trudng ni, ti gia chung toi.

Thay Anh siéng nang 1am, mén nao
thay cling day ky va gat gao, nhtit la todn,
Viét van va Phap van.

Thay phat cho chung t6i moéi diia mot
cudn ‘Exercices de langage’ (Bai tap van
ngt). Trén dau bai c6 mdt so chi, dudi
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1a mot s6 cau co chtia khoang trong, hoc
sanh dién chii vao khodng tréng ay cho
da nghia.

V€& mon nay, HO van Xudn nha ta
kém lam vi khong tim hiéu. Vay moi khi
thay cho Exercice de langage la n6 xach
mot khan trai tdo ghé nha t6i, biéu tron
cho anh em t6i rdi lat vé toi ra, chép lia
chép lia.

Nam 1917, Dé nhtit Thé chién dén
hoi quyét liét, hang hoa nhap cang ting
gia cao; may nam trudc mot manh gidy
trang tot 25 t& chi c6 mot cac bac ma
thoi, bay gio gidy trang xdu ba xu nam
td, thanh thtt mot cic rudi mdét manh
gidy xau.
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M4 t6i cho t6i ba xu, mua 5 t6, dong
lai, gach hang nho viét chi nho, xai ding
mot tuan.

Thay toi gioi Viét vdn, thudng cho dé
tai luan vin nhu: ‘Ich lgi cta hoc hanh’
... thay bdo t6i cam tap v& 1én buc thay
diing doc thay nghe, thay sua vai chii va
bdo t6i thém két ludn nhu vay:

Nghéo ma hay chii thi hon,
Giau ma hay chit nhu son thép vang.

Thay cting dich Phédp vdn ra Viét van
rat hay, t6i nhé mot cau thay sta bang
‘thugng luc ha bat’ nhu vay:
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Ddt dd néo lac dang mai,
La dang né dan anh tai ldu khong.

Mot hom, thay doc cho chung toi
viét mot bai dm td, may cau dau nhu vay:

‘Nhon tinh.

‘Gdp gdi tot trong noi vang vé, thdy
ngan vang 6 gitia dong khong, dung gidc
I6n trong con sdng sot, hay tin cuu nhon
lam nguy gdn chét, dy la nhiing cudc thir
nhon tinh dé ...

Trén 6ng Doc dua xuodng 16p nhi voi
16p ba mot cuon sach tap doc ctia Ong
Yén Sa Diép van Cuong, nhan la “Viét
Nam luan ly tdp thanh, nhiéu bai rat khé
viét, vi nhiing tring am di ty, nhu cau:

‘Ong van xich xac nén ndé xit hoira....



136 | o Vi B8

‘ Biia no, di ban bén Bién Hoa; nai
béc vang vang, toi sai thang bép chay nga
bén kia, ma né bét chay khong dang niia

Ban dau thay day vé cay coi, nhu cay
chuoi, cay duia, cay ca phé... minh tim
cuon sach nao cd hinh may cay &y ma do
lai.

K& do, thay bao vé thu vat, chim chéc,
nhu chd meo, trau bo ngua, ga vit ...

Sau rot, thay cho v& mdt ngudi ma
ngat thay bdo coi hinh 6ng Raymond
Poincarré, Tong Thong Phap, treo trén
tudng ma vé theo.
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Lan thd nhut, ban tay vung vé ching
toi bi budc vé mat ngusi. Chung toi
nguéch ngoac vé, ngudi chiang ra nguoi
ma ma chdng phai ma, bi mdt gay (mot
diém) va tring ga (diém khong 0) véi
nhau ca dam, chi tri Cta dugc sdu diém
nhd tai hoi hoa anh ta, va Btiu, bén
diém, biét quan sat cap mat véi bo rau vi
nguyén thu Phap.

Mot hom, thay bao Cua 1én bang vé
mot canh 06i, thay khen hay va bao rang
néu Cuia hoc trudng vé & Gia Dinh (Ecole
de dessin) at thanh cong.

(Sau, Ctia khong hoc trudng vé ma
lam tho ky Buu dién, suot doi doc than,
an mac chai chudt, au phuc tussor, nén
Panama).
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Bi don

Toi c6 nodi thady mang binh ghién 4
phién va biia nao & nha thay hut da rdi,
vO 16p thay vui, nhugc bang hut thiéu,
thay quau danh lung tung ma nan nhan
la may dta thay thuong kéu hon hét:
Cuta, Tam, Btiu, Thanh véi toi.

Thay gioi toan that, song 6ng nhut
D4u, thay ba Canh, thay ba Gia cling gidi
todn vay, ma co hanh hoc tro kinh khung
nhu thay nhi Anh déu!

Thay c6 hai con roi may dai tdm téc,
thay té dau té dudi, chua hai cai mat,
dung chi quén lai cho chac, dau roi dting
tét ra, danh dau va xai lau duoc.

Gid todn, chung t6i da yéu bong via
lai con sg thém, thay hoi tra 16i khong
troi, roi thiy bo trén dau trén c6 trén
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lung; c6 biia, vé nha, lung bam, dau c6
ruém mau.

Thay liéng thing Thanh mot binh
muc, Thanh cti dau rat co, tranh khoi
binh muc, ma tlti ban thdy dén ban Thanh,
may tro ngoi dudi dudng ve muc bay, cai
ao lam tam nhiing muc.

Btiu tran minh chiju lang roi vot ctia
thay, con tdi v6i Cta chun xudng ban
trén, thay quat trén dau quat xuong...

Ma kha, ching t6i khong hé odn thay;,
noi xau thay, con ma toi lay dau phong
xtc cho t6i va an ti:

— Con ran hoc, nghe 16i thay, kéo bi
thay danh.

Mot chiéu, gid Viét van, thay hoi toi:

— Ong Lé vin Duyét 1a bd ndp, vay
bd nap la gi?
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Toi c6 nghe ndi bo nadp 1a gi, song
quynh qua, toi ndi can:

— Bo nap la dan 6ng ma khong co
con chim.

Thay cudi, danh t6i hai roi va stia:

— Bd nap la nguoi khong phai nam
ciing khong phai nt.

Lai bi don

Bay gi¢ rudi mdi hoc ma bay gio
chung t6i da vo 16p cat cap, roi tép gidn,
top noi chuyén om som.

Bat thinh linh, 6ng Do6c xuat hién
trong khung ctia, giong 6ng nhd nhe
song khong kém oai nghi, ray qué bon
toi sao cd vo sém lam 6n ao, mat ky luat.
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Btiu lanh, chay lay cay chdi, thua
rang minh quét 16p. Ong bao:

- O, quét 16p thi dugc vo sém.

Ong sai Btiu bién tén m4y tro vo sém
‘bat hgp phép, trong déd cd toi.

Chin gid, ong cho ‘md&i’ may cau bé
nay lén van phong, lanh méi cdu ba roi,
song dng tudi gia stc yéu, danh viua du
dau thoi.

Da banh

Moi chiéu, d6ng Dbc cho phép hoc
sanh ti 16p ba sap 1én, tt bon gid muoi
ldm t6éi nam gio, luan phién mudén banh
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da choi, van dong cho manh khde.

An hué danh cho 16p nhi A ching
toi nham chiéu thu sau, ma lai la gio toan
phap.

Tro nao huong ung thi chiéu thua
nam goép mot xu cho anh Hai, cao 16n,
thao vac, anh dam nhiém viéc mudén

banh.

Chung toi nong long trong dgi chiéu
thu sau, nhung kho lam sao, hé bon gis
la ong troi 6ng kéo may, bén gid mudi
mua tuon x0i x4, ching t6i danh 6 lai 16p
hoc, méc cho thay lam tinh lam t0i, rta
tham ong troi sao khéo trég tréu.

Ndm thi mudi hoa, ching téi maéi
dugc hudng thu choi banh chiéu thu sau
mot lan.
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Thi lén 16p

Lép ndm, t6i dan dau, 1én 16p ba B,
toi bi Thong dan ap. Qua 16p ba A, sung
sudng diing dau s6 mot nam; 16p nhi A,
bi anh Nguyén van Cta ludén luén qua
mat, chiém giai nhut.

Thé ma ngay 20 thang 12, nam 1917,
thi 1én 16p nhut lai ddo ngugc tinh thé.

Nhu thudng 1€, dng Doc cho thi mot
bai 4m ta, hai bai toan va moét bai ludn, tat
ca bang Phap van. To6i may man viét am
ta khong c6 16i nao, hai bai toan tring
phong phoc, giadi dap ranh ré.

Pé tai ludn vdn la: ‘Faites le portrait

physique et moral du buffle (T2 hinh
trang va tanh tinh con trau).

Toi lam ky luéng, doc di doc lai, stia
nhiing 16i 13t vt r6i mdi gop bai. Ong
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nhtit Ddu chdm bai hai 16p nhi vai bia.

Ngay 23, 6ng nheo nheo cdp mat
kiéng, noi:

— C6 thang nho nao, Dao vin H. lam
bai kha qua: dm ta, 10 diém; hai bai toan
10 diém; luan van 8 diém.

Ong kéu:
— Lan!

Anh tdi da, vi anh da ngdi l6p nhut
hai nam r6i va da d6 béng So hoc. Ong
nhut hoi:

— May c6 ba con vé6i thang H. kho-
ng?

— Da co, no la em to6i.
Ong thdy cuoi:
- U, n6 kh4 ddy!
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Ban t6i, anh Nguyén vian Cua, hoc tro
xudt sac 16p nhi, hoc trd cang cua thay
nhi Anh, rti lam sao, chi ¢6 13 diém, ma
phai c6 15 diém mdéi dugc dau.

Anh khéc nhu mua bac, thay thuong
dat anh 1én can thiép cing 6ng nhtit Dau.
Ong chdp thuéan cho anh hoc.

9. L6p nht (C. Supérieur - 1918 /
1919)

Ong thay chung t6i, ndm nay, gin
nim muoi tudi, cao 16n, manh mé. Ong
& gan bén trudng moét cai nha lgp ngdi,
nén dat, vach bd kho sach sé.

Ong bsi mot ddu téc nho nhd va
nhai nhdc nhach mot miéng trau. Qua
trudng day hoc, dng mac 4o xuyén dai,
dé dau tran.
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Chi khi nao 6ng lén nha tu day 6ng
Cordier Pho chu tinh, hoc Viét ngii, moi
tuan hai lan, 6ng méi bit khan den, mang
doi giay tady mdi, di kéu ken két.

Ong rit siéng cin trong chiic vy,
khong bao gio vo 16p tré va man gio cling
khong ra vé sém.

Ong c6 phuong phép day rat hay
va hoc sanh 16p 6ng gan nhu dong déu,
nhut 1a todn phdp va Phép van, 6ng budc
hoc tro hoc ky luéng.

Ong dic biét gidi vé todn phdp;
c6 ngudi thudt rang hoi ong thi bang
Thanh chung (Diplome de fin détudes
complémentaires) tai trudng Chasseloup
Laubat, khong r6 chu khao ra dé thi vé
todn do6 (problémes) thé nao ma Ong
dling 1én ndi rang bai todn ay khong thé
cd giai dap dugc vithi€u yéu td (élément).
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Giam khao xem lai qua 6ng co6 ly, thi
sinh rat phuc 6ng. Noi day, t6i xin mé
mot dau ngoac:

Sau khi 14p nén cai tri viing chac 6
Nam Ky r6i, Chanh pht lap trudng ‘Col-
lege des Stagiaires, goi la Truong ‘Héau
bs, sau doi tén la College Chasseloup
Laubat, lay tén 6ng Hau tudc De Chas-
seloup Laubat, Tong trudng thudc dia
Phap quéc thud quan doi Phap xam
chiém Viét Nam.

Hoc sanh hoc bon nam thi bang
Thanh chung; may ngudi d6 cao dugc bo
dung gido vién va cam phan ‘thay giao
sudi doi; nhiéu 6ng ndi tiéng day gioi,
nhu 6ng Nguyén khac Hué & Bén Tre,
ong Nguyén van Cidm, 6ng Nguyén vin
Tam, My Tho, 6ng Huynh van D4u, Tan
An ...
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Con nhiing ai dau vao hang thap
dugc b6 lam tho ky hanh chanh, sau thi
ddu Huyén, thang Phu, Doc phu su, vinh
than phi gia.

Truong hgp dién hinh 1a nhiéu 6ng
tho ky, ban 6ng nhtit Pau, nho 6ng nay
luyén cho thi Huyén vé mon toan phép,
va da s6 mdy Ong 4y tring tuyén, chang
han nhu 6ng Phu Chau, 6ng Pha Ngo
minh Chiéu...

Moi ndm, hoc tro 6ng Bau dau bang
s0 hoc ty s6 cao hon phan dong céc tinh
khac, thuong 1a 80 %.

Vao nhiing nam 1918, 1919, 16p nhut
My Tho véi 6ng Cam va l6p nhtit Tan An
v6i 6ng Dau, tranh nhau xem hoc sanh
ai dau nhiéu.
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Ong thay hai huéc

Mdc dau cao nién, 6ng thay toi vui
tinh, khong bao gio noi gian dung dung.

Ong béo ring ta phai viét Viét vin
thé nao cho may chi dan ba an trau xia
thudc hiéu dugc, ché viét cau ky khong
hay.

Ong ndi: ‘Day Cordier hoc Viét ngfi,
va doc tam bay tam ba phat dda, muon
xan cho mot bat tai ma sg bi & ti’

Ong biét dng D6c Toan sg con ga con
chét, 6ng nui mot mé rau bap vang luém
lam hinh ga con r6i v6 sém kéo hoc ta
ong Toan bé vao.

Tam gid, chung téi dang lam bai
bong nghe bén van phong 6ng Doc tiéng
la bai hai, 6ng nhtt chay qua thi lai c6
tiéng cudi vang lén...!
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Ong thudng néi ma cudi ring hoi
nho, 6ng thidy ngudi ta mang kiéng,
tudng la sang, nao ngd bay gio dng phai
mang ong phat rau vi r6i cdp mat kiéng
ra thi khong thay dau ma doc ma viét.

Tham chi trong viéc triing phat hoc
trd khong thudc bai hodc lam bai trat,
ong cting con hai hudc. Ong cé con roi
may ngan lang, 6ng quat vo bap v€ minh
mot roi dau thdu trdi xanh, minh xuyt
x0a 6m bap vé ca nhac vé chd ngoi, Ong
chi theo cudi ngit: Y coi kia, ghe bau
chay can!’

Gig toan, sau khi hoc sanh lam bai
xong, gop tap v d€ trén ban 6ng mot
déng. Ong bao hoc tro cang ctia 6ng 1a
Nguyén van Ty 1én lam tho ky, trinh tu
tap Ong xem.
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Bai nao trung va that hay, 6ng phé
hai tiéng: “Thién tai!” tic thi Ty cho chin
diém, ‘than tai’ la bay tam diém, con ‘luc
luc thuong tai’ thi nam sau diém.

Nhugc bang ‘dé t€, ‘dg et, cht nhan
tap va lanh mdt, hai diém, cé khi nhin
thém mot vai roi niia rang khac.

Vé bai luan Phap van, dng c6 cach
day:

Ong cho chiing t6i mot dau dé, ong
cat nghia phai lam nhu vay, r6i 6ng do
cudn sach, doc moét bai mau.

Toi 16ng tai nghe va ky tic toi ghi nhé
khong so6t moét chii. Lam bai xong, trinh
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ong cham; 6ng lay lam la, cho t6i bay tam
diém luon, hon cé anh t6i va tro xudt sac
nhtt la Nguyén van Ty.

Song phuong phap ay cé hai cho toi
ve sau, la vi toi chi c6 cong nhé cdi bai
trong sdch ma cép dé thoi, ché khong
nhoc cong tim y tudng (idée) lam chi
cho mét.

Thanh thu thdang bdy nam 1919, thi
bang So hoc tai My Tho, v€ ludn vén chii
Phap, t6i chi c6 10 diém trén 20, con Ty
dugc 12 diém.

Anh hung hoi
Lép nhut, t6i gap nhiéu tay hoc gioi.

Piing dau la anh Lan t6i v6i Nguyén
van Ty, thay phién nhau chiém giai nhut
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trong moi ky thi hang thang.

Anbh t6i 1én 16p nhtt nam 1916, cuoi
ndm do bang So hoc, ngoi cho téi nam
1917; ndm 1918, t6i 1én 1&6p nhtit, anh em
hoc chung mét thay.

Nguyén van Ty la truéng nam mot
gia dinh dong con, 6ng ba Nguyén van
Danh, Thong phan Toa bo My Tho.

Ty hoc ban tiéu hoc truong tinh Tan
An, lén I6p nhit vao khodng mudi mot
tudi va, vi nhd tudi nhu thé, Nha Hoc
chanh cdm thi bing So hoc, chang khéc
phuong cach hién nay budc hoc sanh
xudt sac song nhd tudi phai ‘gidm chon’
ché may tré tam thuodng tién lén theo
kip, thiét thoi cho may tré kia mat ngay
gid, ché ching biét noi guong Au My lap
nhting 16p dac biét cho hoc sanh uu tu.
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Thanh thu Ty phai ngoi 16p nhit ba
ndm rudi, ludn luén ding so 1, chi doi
khi nhugng anh t6i thoi va, trong khoang
thdi gian 4y, Ty chdng con gi hoc véi 6ng
nhit Dau. Mot hom, Ty vé tdm dia do
Dong Phap, dep nhu 1a bang in, 6ng thay
tdm tac khen hoai, tding cho mudi diém.

Bay ‘ga noi’ cua thay con c6 Lam
minh Tho, Nguyén van Chi, Phan van
Vinh, C6 quoc Gia, Lé tai Phuc, Nguyén
van Tam vdi toi.

Cung 16p c6 anh Lan, con 6ng cai
tong Nguyén van Nguyén, cao 16n, mip
map, thay goila ‘Lan grand’ (Lan l6n) doi
vé6i anh t6i la ‘Lan petit’ (Lan nhd) vi vdéc
vac anh nhd thé. Lai c6 anh Nguyén vin
Hoi, 16n hon t6i vai tu6i. Hé thay kéu bai
thi thay goi: ‘Hoi Dao’ hay ‘Hoi Nguyén’
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Vinh, Tho, Chi, Gia véi t6i ngdi ban
dau.

Mét hom, Chi thdo ‘chiéu chi’ nhu
vay:

‘Nay ta la Nguyén vin Chi, Quéc
vuong 6 Oudong, phong cho hai nguoi
Lam minh Tho lam ‘Nhut quoc kién’ (?)
va C6 quoc Gia lam “Thién ha lan’ (?)

x* % ot

Nam 1918, Nha Hoc chanh Nam Ky
stia d6i hai ky bai truong lai: nghi vi mua
mua, hoc sanh di hoc cuc khé hon mua
nang, nén doi bai truong nho va dip Tét
Nguyén dan con cho nghi bai trudng 16n
ti dau thang bay duong lich dén gita
thadng chin, nhép truong.
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Cudi nam 1918, khong cé ky thi So
hoc, song ho m& mot ky thi cdp hoc bong
vao truong Trung hoc Chasseloup Lau-
bat.

Thay anh tdi da 17 tudi, va da ngdi
16p nhtit ba ndm, ch¢ toi lau nita thi mat
ngay gid, nén tia md toi cho anh thi hoc
bdng.

Va anh tring tuyén s6 1.

Thay téi mung r6, khuyén khich toi
sang nam cling dau cao nhu vay.

Thu choi ga noi caa thay toi
Ong Tran phong Sic thich dich
truyén Tau, hai thay ba thich choi thé

thao cling nhu thay nhi Anh thich hat &
phién, con 6ng D4u nudi ga noi.
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Ong nu6i ga noi ki ludng ciing nhu
ong day hoc tro ky cang vay.

Ong lya nhiing con ga gan c6t lién
lac, ddu nho, mat to, minh bap chudi,
16ng ma roi, da dau, chiu don gioi.

Ong khong cin ga c6 vay la: %4n
thién, ‘phu dia, ‘chudi chau, 6ng chap tat
ca, chi chon ga vdy hai hang tron, khit
rit, bén nhu ludi cua, da rat mau, va ga
nao c¢6 miéng gi hay, no tuy co ting bién
trii cling dugc.

Ong cho xay vo s0, vo &c thanh bot,
tron véi laa, véi chdo cho ga dn xuong
cot thém phan cing cap.

Ong choi ga kiéu tai t, ga ong tot
nhu cong phung, ra truong 10 con thang
tran hét 7, 8, thé ma ong dd khong qua
niam dong (5$00); khong phai oOng
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khong co tién, chi vi tdnh 6ng nhu thé,
trong khi 4y nhiing ngudi dung s6 6ng,
nhu thay ndm Lé 1am S Thuong chanh,
dn ndm bay chuc ngon lanh.

... Mot biia, 6ng di ngang qua nha
toi, thay to6i ngdi choi véi con ga 6 ma
lai (16ng ma toan mot sac den) cla toi,
con to, chua thién tich, 6ng bao dem 6ng
coi, 6ng phé binh: hai hang tron, khong
co chi la, song can coét lién lac, gidi chiu
don.

Ong thién tich gitim, chiing lanh 1&
roi, 6ng bao dem x6 véi ga dng, dng khen
n6 c6 miéng da day chang hay tuyét diéu.
Moi khi phu huynh hoc sanh ting 6ng
mot con ga to, la téi 6m con ga 6 xudng
nha, cho x6 véi ga kia.
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X6 nam sau lan nhu véy, con ga thim
don va ngan da nén lan chot, viia xap vo
da véi con ga xam cua thay, let xet vai
ba cdi, n6 lién bai t6 nhay ra ngoai vong,
viia chay viia chtii om.

Ong thdy cudi ngat, con ga toi ké
nhu pd’ tu day.

Thibang Sohoc(Certificatd’Etudes
Primaires franco-indigénes: C.E.P.EI)

bau thang bay nam 1919, hon ndm
tradm thisinh cadc tinh Hau giang va Trung
uong tuu tai My Tho, thi bang So hoc.

Anbh t6i v6i t6i xuong My Tho, dugc
Ty rudc vé nha an & sudét ky thi, song
than va chi em Ty doi dai véi chung toi
rat muc vui vé tu té.
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Oi, tii d6 dén nay, c6 dip nao ching
toi dén dap tham an gia dinh 4y dau.
Nghi nhé lai, ching toi cling 4y ndy phan
nao!

... Ngay chua nhut, t6i ndng sot, Ty
cho t6i uong mot vién quinine, trum
mén nam téi chiéu; anh t6i véi Ty ru di
choi, toi ran day di mot vong gap Xuong,
Gia, Chi, Tho ... 6 khach san dang xuong
dao choi.

S6m mai tht hai, noi trudng trung
hoc, 6ng gido su Phan tan L, cht khao,
diém danh thi sinh. Ngay hom nay, toi
con nhdé vai ba tén: LAm thién Thoai (sau
nay toi gap lai trén 16p T tai bon xti),
Nguyén xuadn Thaoi (ltc toi vao giup viéc
dinh Hiép 1y, ndm 1928, anh lam bi tho
cho 6ng Eutrope, Thanh tra chdnh tri va
hanh chanh), Lé quang D€, Nguyén vin
Rét...
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Con t0i, 6ng L doc tén tdi la Pao
van Hoi (?)

biém danh xong, thi sinh dugc chia
ra nhiéu phong, t6i v6i cac ban Tan An
vao Phong dn (réfectoire ctia trudng).

S6m mai ndy, thi &m ta c6 may cau
héi va cling lay bai dm ta lam Ecriture.

Ong Bénard (c6 lam D&c hoc 6 Tan
An) doc dm ta, mot gido vién di t6i di
lui 1ap lai, vi phong an rdng minh mong,
ong Bénard diing gitta phong, thi sinh
ngoi hai dau at nghe khong ro.

Lan dau tién, toi nghe giong nguoi
Phap, la 16 tai. Ong doc bai ‘Un ennemi
domestique’ (Mot ké thu 6 trong nha) dai
khai néi: byi bdm bay phudng phat trong
nha la mot ké thtt ma ta khong nggd, vi nd
dem lai cho ta nhiing binh truyén nhiém
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nhu ho lao (tuberculose), binh thuong
han (typhus), kiét ly (dysenterie)

...vay phai than trong gili gin nha ctia
cho sach sé.

Toi viét bai am ta khong c6 16i nao,
song lan dau tién t6i nghe chii typhus,
khong biét viét thé nao, toi vi€t cang la
‘fievre typhoide, sau nghe Ty noi lai (vi
ong phan Danh, than phu Ty, ¢6 xin coi
diém cuta Ty véi cua t6i), ho tinh cho toi
chii viét sai d6 mot 16i.

Chiéu tht hai, thi hai bai toan do,
mot bai vé phép do ludng va mot bai tinh
rg (calcul mental) t6i dugc 12 diém, Ty
14.

Sang tht ba, thi bai ludn Phap van,
dau dé nhu vay: ‘Un engagé volontaire
de la Grande Guerre raconte ses impres-
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sions et son séjour en France’ (Mot anh
linh tinh nguyén hoi Thé Chién, bay té
cam tudng minh va noéi vé sy anh cu ngu
trén dat Phap).

Pem bdn thao vé trinh 6ng phan
Danh, 6ng ndi Ty viét dugc, con bai toi
tuy c6 nhiéu y tudng hay, song cling cé
16i nhiéu.

Sang thu sdu, tuyén bo két qua bai
viét roi thi khdu dap luén. N thi sinh
chi c6 chi Gioi, chi Phan va chi Nam
(em gai 6ng phan T, tuc cb tro Quyén
la dua lam cho t6i bi tran don chi ti hoi
16p sdu), ba ngudi thi dau. Ong gido Lit
bdo ba chi dich doan sau day trong cuén
tho Luc Van Tién:

Vg chong (Luc 6ng) dn & hién lanh,

“Tu nhan tich dvic sém sanh con hién
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‘Ddt tén la Luc Vin Tién,

“Tudi viia hai tdm nghé chuyén hoc

hanh.

Két qua cudc ‘Giang ho khdo vo nay
c6 123 thi sinh dau, Tan An va My Tho
dau nhiéu nhtt. H6 van Ké (My Tho) do
thtt khoa, Nguyén vian Ty (Tan An) s6
2, Nhan Y (Ignace) (Rach Gid) s6 3, con
toi, 5, 6 chi do.

Ong phén Danh hai long, dai Ty véi
anh em t6i mo¢t bia com tay noi nha
hang, c6 mén ga rd ti dn xa lach...

Dua boi

‘Vinh qui bdi t0, dén tham thay, thay
muing, khuyén khich t6i c¢6 gang trong
ky thi cap Hoc béng sap tdi, roi... bao
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di choi, vi thay khong thich ndi chuyén
nhiéu.

Dé thudng t6i, ma t6i cho phép tdi di
coi 1€ ‘to d& (14 Juillet, 1é Chanh chung)
tai chg Tan An.

Toi khong thich nhiing troé choi nhu
thoc thuing, leo cay, bat heo, tha vi, cap
chdo, Gi bét, dap tin... vi coi sao no ‘ky
cuc’ qua va c6 tanh cach si nhuc cho dan
toc Viét Nam.

Toi ding trén cau quay, chd coi dua
thuyén, chung t6i goi la ‘dua boi’

Trong cudc dua nay, cac lang & ven
song Vam co tdy dem thuyén dén du,
nhting thuyén dai, hong hep, mii cao, lai
huét, moi thuyén 14, hodc 16, c6 khi 1én
dén 24 tay boi t6i da, va moi lugt dua ba
bon chiéc.
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Mic thang bai la cau tau, cach chog
vai tram thudc, trang hoang lich sy, trén
che rap, tha bong bong, ¢ tam sac bay
phét phdi.

Tam gid, quan khach dia phuong
dén dy dong du.

Poan thuyén tranh tai bé dai ngang
nhau, s6 tay dua nhu nhau, sap hang chi
nhut ngoai vam, noi gidp nudc sdbng Vam
cd tay v6i song Bao dinh, mii huéng vé
Bao dinh ha. Mot hoi trong ndi 1én; dt
tiéng trong, ngudi ra linh dua phat co
mot cadi.

May chiéc thuyén dua, v6i 24 doi tay
luc lugng, bay trén lan song, thu quan
dling gitia thuyén tay tha cdp sanh, hé
ngudi nhip cai ‘cac’ thi 24 chiéc giam
cdm xudng nudc cai ‘phup, tao thanh
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mot khic nhac ‘cac-phup, cac-phup...!
hung ding, vui tai.

Thuyén chun qua chiéc cau quay roi
quanh cdt cau mot vong trd lai, boi dén
cau tau, ai dén mtic trudc la thang cudc,
lanh gidi thuéng muoci, muoci lam dong,
khan lau mat, thudc hut, 4o thun ...

Khé 1a Iuc quanh miy cay cot sat ctia
chiéc cau quay, thuyén nao quanh gap thi
14t ap, tay boi he nhau 161, trong dé ttc
Cudi, trai lai quanh cham thi mét trén.

Ma kha, khong nam nao xay ra tai
nan chét ngudi.

Quan chung, da s6 1a hoc sanh, dung
chat hai bén bd song, vo tay reo cudi hodc
c6 vo thuyén nha.

Trong may cudc dua thuyén nay,
thudng 6ng cai tong Nguyén van Nguyén,
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than phu cua ‘Lan grand, quan chau
thanh, doat giai nhut.

Thuyén 6ng viia nhe, dan boi chuyén
mon ma ong (bit khan dong, mac do dai)
cam lai, khéo diéu khién chiéc thuyén
thé nao ma, khi dén cdt cau, thuyén giam
toc luc va quanh cét cau mot vong tron
rat khéo, xong lai luét trudc thuyén doi
phuong vai ba thudc, ké l1ay trén bay trén
mdt nudc dén trudc cau tau thang giai...

Con chim siac caa toi

Toi thi dau, dugc du €, t6i sung
sudéng vui miing song vui khong dugc
tron, vi mat con chim sac yéu mén cta
toi.

Cach sau thang trudc, téi c6 mua
mot con chim sac mot xu, tudc bét 1ong
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canh, bo vo cai bay chudt bang kém ma
nuoi.

Sém mai, trude khi di hoc, toi cho
n6 chén chung gao rudi chut nudc; trua
ve, tdng no6 chén niia va, chiéu toi, dai nd
‘blia com chiéu’

Lan lan quen chu, hé thdy tdi vé la
n6 chiu chit doi an va, chiéu thi nam,
ngay chuia nhut, toéi mo ctia l1ong cho né
ra choi, n6 bay lén ban viét, dau trén vai
toi, chling toi thay chén gao la n6 tré vo
an ...

Thi bang So hoc vé, tdi thdy nd xu
16ng, dung cu r{, héi lai thi, gdn mdt tuan
toi di vang, khong ai lam on lam phudc
thi cho né ba hot gao, may chi t6i mac lo
budn ban heo cui, ctia nha.

Toi lat dat 1ay gao nudc dé vao 1ong,
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nd dn mot cach ué odi, nhung an hét.
Sang hom sau, héi 6i, con sic mén yéu
toi da “Tay Phuong truc vang'!

Thi hoc bong

Lat bat dén thang tam, chung t6i du
cudc thi tuyén hoc sanh cho hudng hoc
bong trung hoc (concours des bourses).

Cudc thi nay, K&, Giau, khong du.

Thé la anh hung thu hai dugc don
l1én s6 1 va Nguyén van Ty chung toi
chiém ngo6i dau. Nhan Y ciing khong thi,
toi trang tuyén hang nhi.

Cac ban tdi, Phan van Vinh, C6 quéc
Gia, Nguyén van Chi ciing du vo trudng
trung hoc My Tho con Lam minh Tho,
Nguyén van Tam thi d4u vo trudng Su
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pham Sai Gon (Ecole Normale d’Institu-
teurs).

Anh Nguyén van Hdi vi 16n tudi nén
thoi hoc. Mudi ndm sau, tdi lai gadp anh
lam xa trudng lang Binh lap, chau thanh
Tan An.

Hai nam lién ti€p, 1918 va 1919, Tan
An doé dau trong ky thi hoc bong trung
hoc, 6ng thay vui vé cudi hoai, may tro
bé chung t6i cling lay lam hanh dién.

bén day cham dut thoi ky hoc sanh
so hoc cua t06i, gia thay gia ban, r&i mai
trudng cli mén yéu, ti 16p nay sang 16p
khac hon tdm ndm trudng.
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Céc ban hodc chang may trudng dc,
hodc non stic kém tai phai & lai [6p nhut
moét ndm, trong nhiing 16i chuc minh
may man, tadn phat hoc hanh, sao cho
khdi ngdm ngui ngan do6i dong 1¢.

Song sy doi van thé, con biét noi sao,
may ai cudng lai cing Dinh mang!

Chuan bi vao trudng, ma t6i mua
cho tdi ruong may, nén ni, mung mén
trang, mot doi gudc, may mot cai goi, hai
ao gbi va ba bd do vai trang.

Moi dém, ma toi ran day toi diéu nay
su no, tdi ghi nhé vao long.
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PHAN 2
BAN TRUNG HOC MY THO
1919 - 1922

1.L6p dé nhit nién (lére Année)
1919 - 1920

Trung tuan thang chin, ndm 1919,
toi khong nhé ngay nao, 15 hay 16 chi
do, nhap hoc ca hai trudng Trung dang,
My Tho va Chasseloup Laubat.

Anh Lan t6i dugc 1én 16p Dé nhi nién
trudong Chasseloup Laubat, mdc dau anh
hoc 16p ‘mot ndm’ khong day sau thang.
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Anh géi gam t6i cho anh C6 vén
Trén, hoc ndm thu ba 6 My Tho, la anh
Co quodc Gia, ban toi.

Chung t6i xudéng My Tho chiéu chua
nhut, dugc cac thay gac (giam thi) cho
1én lau C, con may anh ba nam thi & lau
AvaB.

To6i v6i Gia ndm gan, trai chiéu, giang
mung, duc cdi ruong dudi gam giudng,
dé cai mén trén cai goi rdi ra ngoai choi.

Anh Tran véi Gia cung cac ban Tan
An t6idian com, con téilén nha Ty, tham
gia dinh ban; dung com chiéu xong Ty
mudn xe kéo chd ruong, hai dua cung vo
truong.

Madc dau xa nha va séng tép thé lan
thd nhtt, song cé may ban cii 6 Tan An
trd chuyén, giip d6 nhau ciing it budn
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va b6t bg ngg, ay la Ty, Gia va Chi, bon
dta ngoi chung mot ban.

Cac ban toi

Ném &y, trung hoc My Tho khong
c6 16p bon nam (4¢ Année) véi 16p hai
nam, chi c¢6 16p ba ndm ma t6i nam 16p
va mot I6p mét nam véi bon muoi mot
hoc sanh, t6i con nhé tén xin chép sau
day:

An - Cham - Chau (Nguyén thanh
Chau) - Chau (Ton quang Chau) - Chi
(Nguyén van Chi) — Chi (Tran van Chi) -
Chi - Chiém - Chin - Déu - b - bugm
— Gia - Gido - Hai - Hanh - Hoi - Hué
(Ly binh Hué) - Hué (Nguyén van Hué)
— K& - Lau - Lgi - L6c — Muu - Quan
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— Qudéi - Thanh - Thanh - Thé - Thin -
Tho - Thuy - Thuy - Ti - Tt - Tac - Ty
- Trinh - Vinh - Vinh - Y.

Sau nay, trong trudng doi, toi thudng
gdp may ban:

Nguyén thanh Chau, nghé si; nam
1929, c6 danh banh vgt véi t6i moét 1an
trén san quan vgt Hoi Thé thao Viét Nam
(Cercle Sportif Annamite), va hién nay,
thuong thay anh déng kich trén dai Vo
tuyén truyén hinh Viét Nam.

Nguyén van Chi, Téng Gidm doc
Nha Thuy lam;

Tran van Chi, D6c phu st;

Tran van Chi, Hiéu trudng truong
Ky nghé (Ecole professionnelle);

Nguyén van Chiém, Gido su;
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Pang van Chin, Bac si;
C6 quoc Gia, Bac si;
Lé van Hai, Bac si;

Ha hiu Hanh, Thong phan B¢ Tai
chanh;

Ly binh Hué, Thadm phan;

Ho6 van Ké, Bac si;

Tran van Lau, Thu y si;
Nguyén tan Lgi, Thiia phat lai;

Trinh van Qudi, Nhan vién Tong
Nha Ngan kho;

Ng6 thuan Tho, dia chtt § O Mon;

Thai tudng Thuy, Phu danh du, Bo
Kinh té;

Ngo6 van Ti, Tot nghiép Cao dang
thuong mai, tu chuc;
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Lam véan Tu, c6 lan lam Cong can
Uy vién cho 6ng Téng trudng Kinh té;

Nguyén van Ty, Ky su, nguyén Bo
trudng Kinh té;

Phan van Vinh, B&c pht su;

Loi song tap thé ndi tru

Va déy 1a 16i séng tap thé noi tra cua
chung toi.

S6m mai, ndm gio rudi, day rtia mat,
sau gio kém 15, xudng 16p ngdi hoc bai
(étude).

Sdu gid rudi, dn sang; bay gid, anh
gac clia Om cdi trong nho vo hanh lang
danh tung tung mot hoi. Vo hoc, dén
chin gig, xa hoi.
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Chin gi¢ 15, v6 hoc lai; 10 gis 15,
nghi; 10 gid rudi, dn com; mudi mot gio,
1én 1au.

Nghi trua lau hai tiéng dong ho, t6i
mot gid riia mat, mot gid rudi xuodng hoc
bai, hai gi¢ rudi ra; hai gi¢ 45, hoc; bon
gi¢ thiéu 15, xa hoi; bon gio hoc lai téi
ndm gid, nghi.

Nam gid rudi, an com, ngoi étude toi
tam gid lén ngu dén nam gid rudi sang
ddy. Xudng lau, riia mat noi lavabo cong
cong dai, c6 hai hang voi nudc.

Bé dn udng ciing tam dugc, vi ndu an
la hon hoéi 6 nha nén dn ngon miéng.

Sém mai diém tam, dn com véi hot
vit chién, thit kho hoac hot vit luoc dam
nudc mam, ca kho ...
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Trua, chiéu, canh cai Bac thao, cé
hot vit trong canh, thit kho, ca kho, thit
bo xao, thit bo kho, hu tiéu xao, ga quay,
ga nau ca ri...

Trang miéng, chudi su, banh dau
xanh ...

Bon trdo ngdi mot ban (carré), mot
binh tra Hué bang sanh, mdt tugng com,
bon céi chén, bon cai ca (quart).

May thay gac ngoi mot cai ban dai
gitia phong dn, noi ma chung t6i thi bang
So hoc hom thang bay.

Ban ctia thay trai ndp trang tinh, trén

ban toan 1a thuc phdm ngon, nhu biia an
cac nha pha h¢, may quan sang.

Cho nén, c¢6 thay méi dén 6m nhom,
¢ dugc vai thang da map 1.
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Ghé mat xem thi thay hai dia ga quay
thom phtc, con cd chién to dai, rdng v&i
bo, x€p Tam, xép ban nau dn, dung cung
kinh béi com cho méi thay, com gao
nanh chon ngon déo dé.

Vi t6i 1a Phat td, khi & nha, t6i an
chay mdi thang ba ngay: moéng mdt,
mong tam, ram. Vo truong, khong dam
bo, s¢ ‘mang t6i. Ma t6i lam cho t6i mét
ve keo nhd, muoi sa, ddu phong, ngay
chay, muc ra mot chut an véi com.

An nhu vay x6t rudt, song ciing ran,
chd hoém sau dn bu lai. Toéi ngay tho qua,
khong nhd anh cu li mua cho vai miéng
chao ma an.

Tam rtia mot tuan hai lan, chiéu tha
ba v6i chiéu thu sdu, tii nam gio téi ndm
gio rudi.
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Truong c6 mot hd tam (piscine),
ngay nao tam, gan nam gio¢ ho xa nudc
day ho, hoc sanh 106i xuong, nudc téi
nguc ma thoi.

Ngay khac, thuay triéu 1én, thiy dat
xuong mé song Bao Dinh ha, noi trai cua,
xuong ngodi trén may ciay goé ngdm ma
tam. Chinh song Bdo Dinh ha (Arroyo
de la poste) ndy ma t6i cé noi chuong
trudc, noi lién song Vam Cé tay tai chau
thanh Tan An véi song Tién Giang (Mé-
kong) tai chau thanh My Tho.

Ngay chua nhut, tréo nao khong du
diém trung binh dé dugc ra thanh pho
choi thi, chiéu, thay cho sap hang doi
dat di dao, khi 1én 16 gach, khi qua Chg
cii, vdé Chua Vinh trang la ngdi chtuia l16n
nhut My Tho, hodc ghé v6 tiém Ca La én
mi, c6 tiéng la ndu mi ngon, nam xu mot
to.
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Giam thi

Gac chung téi c6 may thay Song,
Tho, Tro, Mau, Thanh, Ngi, tuc goi la
‘ong Ngii Dia’ vi 6ng map qua.

Nguai ta sap hoc sanh vao hang thu
ba nhiing ‘nhan vat’ hay pha phéch, sau
qui va ma. Va hoc sanh c6 tat pha may
thay hay ray, hay phat, cho ‘consigne’
(cdm tac: phat chtia nhyt khong cho ra).

Vai hoc sanh tinh nghich hoi thay
Tho: “Thay tén chi, thay?’

Thay vi tra 16i ngay tén Tho, thay lai
déi vi tri ch@i T dem ra sau chot ma dap
la tén HO6t, thanh thi ti do, hoc sanh kéu
thay la ‘thay Hot’ ma thoi.

‘Loquet’ 1a cdi nam ctia ma cé lan
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thay Song quén, thay no6i mai: 16c, 1dc,
16c... hoc tro cudi rg, dat cho thay cdi biét
danh la ‘thay l6c 16¢.

Chii consigne la gidong cai ma thay
lai quén, cu doc la un consigne, deux
consignes va, mot lan di dao, dén mé
song, thay chua cho linh ma hoc sanh tu
dong giai tan, thay sting s¢ hdi: ‘Qui vous
a dit de romper les rangs?’ (Ai bao cac
anh ra hang?) thay vi ‘rompre les rangs’

b6 la nhiing dip ma hoc sanh ché
giéu thay.

May dta ngdi ban dau rau’ 6ng Ng
thui rudt vi, gid hoc t6i, sau khi 1am s
xong, 6ng bat dau thuat chuyén ma sang
mai minh thi st dia hodc khoa hoc day,
nhung khong nghe 6ng khong dugc, vi
ong thuat chuyén c6 duyén, hdp dan...
Chung t6i bao ong la ‘6ng Ngi cop
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Khanh Hoa, ma Binh Thuan’ vi 6ng hay
thuat chuyén cop, chuyén ma hai tinh ay.

Tro nao hay gidn hay phd, 6ng ham
‘cho mot cau gid tham mua sau’

Thay Tro thich rugu, bita nao chua
cd vai ly, thay ua, khac om som. Thay tu
té cung t6i, cho t6i 9, 10 diém vé tanh
hanh luén.

Mbét chiéu chua nhut, an com roi vo
ngodi hoc, thay Méau bao chung t6i: ‘Hom
nay, cac tro di choi, bay gio hoc di.

Bat do, anh Thanh, mot hoc sanh 16p
nhtt noi tra, 1dm bam: ‘Hoc gi? Hoc maj,
hoc hoai

Thay Mau nghe tiéng dang tiéng mat,
tudng noi xuc pham dén thay, thay ngoi
lén ban t6i, ngé xudng may ban chot,
chui suét mot gio, ai nay déu buc!
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Giao su

Gig, t6i xin dé cap dén may gido su
chung toi.

Vé Phap van, chuang t6i khai dau hoc
vGi ba Marcoz, trén ba muoi tudi, map
map, cai mdt no tron. May thay noi ba cé
bang Brevet Supérieur, chong la mot anh
tay nha den.

Ba hién hau, dé dai, siéng ning, ba
cho diém trong tdp vé minh bang muc
dd, roi vong tron.

Vi thiéu gido su nén ba kiém day
lubn khoa hoc va st dia. San sach nha

trudng ban cho hoc sanh, cu xem theo
dé ma day, khong kho khén gi.

Hé ai thudc bai 1a ba cho 10 diém
ludn.
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bing may thang, ba déi di, anh
Tournier lai thé.

Anh nay tu6i méi doéi muoi, kiém
nhiém chic Toéng Giam thi (Surveil-
lant Général) v6i day Phap van va su dia
chung t6i. Anh dep trai, cdi 4o banh t6
trang tiép véi nudc da trang cua anh;
tanh anh hai hudéc, nhu chit Amérique,
anh doc chia lam hai ma choi: Amer -
ique.

Anh cling khong phat ai bao gio.

Chua nhut, anh mdc pyjama xuong
nha bép coi nha thau cung cip thuc
phdm du hay khong.

Anh thi hanh quén dich, 6ng Mau-
rice Motais de Narbonne lai thé ma day
chung toi ludn dén nam 1922, 16p dé tam
nien.
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Thay toan phap la 6ng Nguyén van
Hanh, du hoc bén Phap, cling ddu bang
Brevet Supérieur. Ong 6m cao, mic au
phuc bo trang hay kaki cing déu gon
gang dep dé.

Ong doc bai chung t6i chép: Théo-
reme 1 (théoréme: dinh ly), 6ng doc
la Théor. 1, Corollaire 1 (Corollaire:
hé luan) Ia Cor. 1; cuéi bai c6 bén chii
C.Q.ED. 1a ‘Ce quil fallait démontrer’
(D6 la diéu phai chiing dan).

Chung t6i bat dau hoc Algebre (dai
s0) v6i O6ng, ma chung toi goi 1a ‘an rép.

Ong Hanh hay ‘x¢’ chting t6i; tro nao
mang gudc ldc coc 1én bang, 6ng hét:
‘May hoi ndc primaire, may!’
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Cau nao rut re, sg sét, oOng bao: ‘May
dling cé lam manieres vdi tao!’
Ong ndi v6i anh em t6i:

— Chung ta & trong mot hoc dudng
Phap, phdi ndi tiéng Phap. (Nous sommes
dans une école francaise, il faut parler le
francais).

Mét hom, sau khi chdm diém bai
todn cua toi, ong hai:

— Cé phai chinh anh lam bai nay kho-
ng? (Cest vous qui avez fait ce devoir?)

Toi thua:

— Da phai, chinh t6i lam (Oui Mon-
sieur, je l'ai fait moi-méme).

Ong stia:

— Khong trang, phai ndi: ‘Chinh tu
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toi lam lay’ (Ce nest pas correct, il fallait
dire: Je I'ai fait de moi-méme).

Tuy vay, c6 bita, vui miéng, 6ng ciing
thudt chung t6i nghe bang tiéng Viét
nhting chuyén xay ra cho 6ng, hoi 6ng du
hoc bén Phép quéc. Ong c6 mdt gido su
day 6ng hoc todn, trac tuoi 6ng; ra khoi
trudng thi may may, tao tao, ra nhau di
udng ca phé, ma vo 16p rodi, 6ng lam toan
trat, n6 da dit ong.

Ong v6i mot nguoi ban sinh vién ho
Pham, & tro nha 6ng ba kia, c6 c6 thiéu
nit 17, 18 xuan xanh hoc trung dang.
Chiéu no, cdu Pham ru thiéu ni di dao
cong vién. Doi thanh nién nam nd dang
ngdi noéi chuyén bong 6ng ‘16 xi x§" duc
noé (16i 6ng Hanh), n6 6m thi€u nt ma
hun theo kiéu A dong.
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Thiéu nt vé méc vGi me: ‘Chang biét
anh Pham lam sao ma anh hun con’

Ba me ndi lai véi Hanh, Hanh bao
Pham lam vay mat cach lich sy, khong
phdi ru con gai ngudi ta vo cong vién ma
hun hit nhu vay.

Pham sting s¢ v6i Hanh: ‘Hu, vous
ghen!’

Hanh mac ¢&, gia tl gia chu di & tro
noi khac. Di nhién Pham cting tim nha
khac ma & tro.

Ong Hanh day ding vai ba thang
ong tu chic; 6ng Hiéu trudng, Pierre
Morel, xuéng day thé. Ong rau téc déu
bac, ddng kinh, song 6ng mac 4o banh t6
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fermé (c6 kin) ludn, it khi médc do ouvert
(hé cb), bo tich ong nhu miy lao nha
qué, chung t6i goi 6ng la ‘gia kén, song
ong hién, khong hay phat.

Ong giodi todn, ma cé bita 6ng cling
day Phép van.

Thinh thoang, chiéu thu béy, 6ng cho
chung toi coi Ciné, rap ctia thay nam T,
coi cai luong, tuong Bui Kiém xe Nguyét
Nga, ba vai chanh la kép Thong, kép

Cang va c6 nam Cuc.

Chung t6i cling dugc coi xiéc thay
Thén, c6 man ‘ngudi ran’ ('homme-
serpent), 6ng Ninh trudn trong may
khoang thang day, déo dai la thudng.

Thud 4y ma ngudi Viét dieu khién
mot ban xiéc hip dan, rung rgn, ciing

hay, dang khuyén khich.
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Ong Nguyén khic Hué

Sudt ba nam, chung t6i hoc Viét ngii
va vé voi v6i 6ng Nguyén khic Hué. Ong
la cyu Bdc hoc trudng tinh Bén Tre, chau
ong la thay Du day 16p nhtt 1am 16i chi
dé, ma ong chiu trach nhiém tinh than,
thuyén chuyén qua trudng trung hoc My
Tho, day Viét ng.

Ong tudi trén ndm muoci, 6m nho
nguoi, tran cao, mdt xuong xuong, giong
noéi ran roi.

bi day hoc, 6ng bit khian dong, mac
ao dai, mang giay bd den, xach cay du
den, 6m cdp.

Buoi hoc dau tién véi 6ng, ong cho
chung t6i viét bai am ta: ‘Ong d6 ct va
ong do mdi, song vi 6ng doc hoi tro tre,
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toi viét: ‘Ong d6 cit don (!) 6ng d6 méi’

Dai khai chuyén ay nhu vay:

‘Co mot 6ng ly cyu, nha giau, 6 gan
tinh, choi than véi hai 6ng do6: 6ng do
chii Tay la 6ng d6 mdéi, dng do chi Nho
la 6ng do c.

‘Mot hom, hai 6ng d6 cing dén choi,
ong Ly dai rugu nong, dem con ra thinh
nghiép ...

‘Hai 6ng do cong kich, xoi béi nhiing
cai d& cai xdu cta nhau, lam cho gia chu
chdn nén, quyét dinh nhu vay:

‘Chit Tau theo ciing chét,

‘Chiz Tay hoc ciing rdy,

“Thoi lay cd hai bdc,

‘Cho chau veé di cay!
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Xong, 6ng hoi chung toi:

— Vay ché ong day la do gi?
Nhan Y dap:

— Da thua 6ng la do ct.
Ong hét:

- Do ctila do ba!

K€ ndi:

— Da, ntia ci ntia mai.

Biia khac, 6ng doc chung t6i chép
bai “Ty thuat’ nhu vay:

‘Bén Tre day My Tho,
‘Cong nghiép nghi buon xo;
‘Nam chuc ndm du tuoi,

‘Ba muidi ba day tro.
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‘Quan yéu cho viéc nhe,
‘Dai qui khién xai to,
‘Hong héo cho qua budi,
‘Déi long cting ndi no!

Nhiing gid hoc véi 6ng la nhiing gio
xa hoi, vui vé ctia ching t6i, sau nhiing
phut cang thdng véi nhiing bai todn hoc
kho khan.

Cho nén, mdét vai tro, nhu anh Thanh
chang han, mdi tudn chi hoc véi ong
Hué c6 bon nam tiéng dong ho thoi, du
diém trung binh dang chua nhut ra choi,
ky du may gio hoc véi gido su khac, anh
déu nam dudi phong binh (infirmerie)
nghi ngoi.

Nho hoc Viét ngti v6i 6ng Nguyén
khac Hué ma ching t6i vo vé lam tho.
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Ong cho chép may bai tho tit cu, bat
cl ctia 6ng lam mau, rdi day ludt binh
trac d€ lam tho.

bi thuyén

Mot thay, mot t6, mot con thuyén,
Lén nhé mdc dau tién nglia nghiéng;
Ludt song tung theo lan nudc tri, Téi
bd, miing ddng ddng binh yén.

Luat binh trac bai thit ngon tu cu
trén day nhu vay:

Binh binh, trac trac, trac binh binh,
(van) Trac trac, binh binh trac trac binh;
(van) Trac trac binh binh binh trac trac,

Binh binh, tric triac tric binh binh
(van)

Ty (Nguyén véan) hai hudc doi lai la:

bung dung, cac cac, cac dung dung,
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Cac cac dung dung, cac cac dung.

Ong bdo ring trong diéu lam tho
buodng luat thi:

‘nhut tam ngi bat luan,
‘nhi t luc phan minh.

nghia 1a ‘nhiing cht thd nhut, tha
ba, thi ndm khong ké, con may chit thu
hai, thi tu va thi sau theo luat binh tric
han hof.

Nhu bai ‘Di thuyén trén day,

Cau nhut, nhing chi: nhi ‘thay’
(binh), tu td’ (trac), sau ‘con’ (binh); cau
nhi, cht nhi ‘nh® (tric), tu ‘dau’ (binh),
sau ‘ngua’ (trac) déu phai cho ding luat.
Tho bét cu, 6ng vinh trudng Chasseloup
Laubat nhu vay:
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‘On trén nudi day rdt cao day,

‘Do s¢ gdy nén mot cdnh ndy;

‘Ba dady lau son cao vgi voi,

‘Bon bén tudng phan chac tray tray.
“Trén an ném goi khi khuya sém,
‘Duéi san but nghién viéc thdng ngay.
Sttt bon phuong vdy mot cho,

‘On nhudn kinh sit dgi thang mady.

Ong cét nghia thé nao 1a nim phan
cua bai tho that ngon bat ca: pha, thia,
trang, luan, két, nhut la cap trang cip
ludn phai doi cho chinh méi 1a tho hay,
trai lai nhiing tho that niém luat, doi
khong chinh khong co gid tri chi ca, dau
c6 y tu hay.
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Nhu bai tho trén cling goi la doi
chinh: ‘cao voi voi’ d6i véi ‘chac tray tray,
‘ném goi’ doi véi ‘but nghién...

C6 hom, 6ng ra cau doi cho ching
toi doi: “Trai thom thui, khé déi, vi cé
hai chii choi nhau: thom - thui.

Qudi doi: ‘Cay cau lun, 6ng cho la
tam dugc, song hoi yéu vi phdi ‘cao’ ddng
choi véi ‘Tun’ méi dung. Ong xu4t doi:

“Thay gido di dao ngoai dudng.
Anh Lé van Déu doi:
‘Con gai ngdi théu trén van’

Ong khen dugc, nhung hoi Gy mi,
yéu duoi. Anh Lam van Tu doi:

‘Hoc tro ngoi ia dudi rudng.

Ong d6 mit, cudi:
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— D0oi chinh, song xac mot chut!
Ong cho anh Tt tdm diém.
Lan khac, 6ng hoi:

- Xua, Dong phuong c6 Tan Thi
Hoang, Hot Tat Liét, Tay phuong co
Charlemagne, Napoléon, danh Nam dep
Bac, hiu thé luu danh. Sau nay, anh hung
trong thién ha c¢ ai?

Anh Tu dung day thua gon lon:
- Co toi!

Ong khen:

— Cai thang an noi c6 khi tugng!
Ong lai hoi ching toi:

- Ong Pétrus Truong vinh Ky dan
Phap hay dan Viét?
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Anh em ching t6i nhao nhao 1én
dép, nguoi thua ‘Phap’ ké néi ‘Viét. Ong
noi:

— Ong Pétrus Ky 1a mo6t nha bac ngf,
biét trén mudi thu ti€éng Tay phuong, la
ban than ctia van hao Victor Hugo.

Chanh quyén Phép trong vong 6ng
va nhiéu phen mai 6ng nhan Phap tich.
Cdc tro c6 biét ong tra 16i sao khong.
Ong ndi: Je préfere étre le premier des
Annamites que le dernier des Francais’
(To6i ung lam ngudi An Nam s0 1 hon 1a
lam ngudi Phap hang chot).

Chung t6i rat mén 6ng Hué, ngay
chua nhut, thinh thoang lai nha tham
ong, 6ng & mot can pho rdng rai, mat
mé, dudng lén cau quay.

Ong dai banh, nudc tra, cho xem
sach ctia 6ng sang tac; trdo nao biét co
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tiéng thi rdp tranh thing bai. Ong day
chung t6i vé; ban dau, ong lén bang vé
hoa 14 cho vé theo, sau 6ng bao vé thu
vat, chim choc, dan 6ng dan ba.

Nhiing hang vé dé nhu t6i thi tim
sach co thu vat ma do lai (calquer) hodc
d& cuon ca ta 16 phdng theo ma vé.

Co biia, tdi vé con meo sac sao thé
nao ma 6ng phé: ‘meo 6m, meo doi, cho
t6i c6 ba diém. Ong da gia ma con hai
hudc.

Trong 16p c6 Nguyén van Ty ma
chung t6i goi la “Ty dai’ va Ngb van Tij,
biét danh la “Ti cut, 6ng hdi:

— Dai bao dai?

Dap:

— Dai moét gang!
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Vai nét vui vui

An chung & 16n v6i nhau mot thoi
gian, tanh tot tat xau cua nhau déu pho
bay ra hét. Va anh em lay dé lam dau dé
ché giéu nhau, tang nhau mot bi danh.

— Anh Tu (6ng Hué goi anh la Tu
Hai), cai mat gia khang ma anh néi anh
méi cé mudi ba tudi rudi; vay chiung toi
kéu anh 1a ‘anh Tt mudi ba tudi ru6i
hay 1a ‘anh T a-cit hoéi-ndch-tit’ (acide
hoinachtique).

Ai noéi gi noi, ai cudi anh thi cudi,
anh chi cudi he hé ma thoi. That anh ¢é
tanh kién nhan dang khen.

— Ngb thudn Tho (Gia d6i lai 1a ‘ngd
nghich Tho’) c6 mdt xap gidy viét tho va
bao tho cé dé dau (entéte): ‘Délégation
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d’Omoén - Ngé thuan Tho, ching t6i goi
Tho 1a ‘6ng quan O Mon

— Anh Cham den thui den thui, dugc
lanh cai bi danh 1a ‘Cha va Cham’

Noi phong dn, anh Léu dn thung
thdng, thing thing, chung t6i ting anh la
‘anh Lau lam r€ Ho van K€ tu cho minh
1a *ho vang ke

Trong 16p c6 hai Chau, hai Chi, hai
Hué, c6 Muu Ké, Chiam Lau, Tho Tu, Loi
Lbc, Gia Gido, Chin Quan, Tac Y (du an)
va Ty dai, Ti cut.

— Ton quan Chau 1a ‘Chau Rach Gié’

— Nguyén thanh Chau 1a ‘Chéu cai
luong’ vi, nhiing dém trang, nha den
héong mady, khong ngdi hoc trong 16p
dugc, anh em t6i ra san cé ngdi choi, chd
gio di ngt, Chau di ding mot minh déng
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ludn ca hai vai, 6ng Trugng va Tién Buu,
ca giong gia roi stia lam giong nt nhi.

Hodc anh dién tudng ‘Bui Kiém ve
Nguyét Nga. Anh da cé kha ndng kich
nghé hoéi 14, 15 tudi; anh em t6i thich
thu ngodi nghe.

- Nguyén van Chi 6m nhom, gié
thoi mudn nga, nén goi la ‘Chi 6m.

— Tran van Chi map map, dugc goi la
‘Chi map.

— Nguyén van Hué la ‘Hué My Tho.

— Ly binh Hué, ma 6ng Hué goi la Ly
binh Bong, 6 lang Hoa Binh, Bac Liéu;
anh hay cam cdy quat, mang doi giay
ham éch, giong mdt 6ng huong chic,
nén chung toi tdng anh la ‘6ng ca Hoa

binh.
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— Anh Quan cai mat no tron nhu cai
banh bao, anh em t6i kéu ‘banh bao nhun
man, bao nhiéu modt cai?” Quan dap ma
Cuoi:

— Hai xu mot cai.

Ong Metais kéu anh Cao hitu Thanh:
‘Cao uu vu Tal; Trinh van Qudi, 6ng doc
la ‘van Coi.

Trai lai, chung t6i goi 6ng la “Point
virgule’ (cham phét) vi tuéng ong di,
budc moét budce roi chon kia kéo dai mot
cai.

Vai thdng sau khi nhap trudng, 6ng
Hiéu trudng dit may cho ching t6i mét
cai két ni, mot cai 4o ni nut ‘vang, hai cai
quan bé trang v6i mot doi giay den.

Thg may do lam sao ma may cadi do
minh vUa sit, lai thanh nién ching t6i dn
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com trudng mau l6n mau cao, mdc cdi
ao chua dén mdt nam ma chat bé, tha
khong muén noi.

Cai 4o anh Chiém hai nach déu rach.

Mbi 14n di dao chiéu chua nhut, do
thay dat di, déu phai mdc bd dong phuc
dd, may anh kha gia mang doi giay minh
mua, con con nha nghéo danh mang giay
nha truéng cap phat.

Thay anh Chi o bé doi giay, thay gac
mim cudi, con chung t6i bao anh ‘danh
doi giay bong roi chim té.

Trudng co hai ctia sat 16n, ctia trudc
va cua sau. Ctia trudc danh cho gido su,
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hai thay nhtt va hoc sanh ngoai tru vao.
Vi trudng trung hoc cé hai 16p nhit So
hoc A va B do 6ng Cam va thay Giai dam
nhiém.

Nam tro 16p nhtt noi tra & chung
vé6i chung toi.

Cua sau cling rong 16n, sém mai, lao
cong ma cho nha thau ché vat thuc dén
va cho may gido su & day biét thy sau
truong, nhu 6ng Motais, 6ng Huynh vin
Chag... vao.

Trua, com xong, 1én lau, vao khodng
12 gi®, vai anh xin phép thay xudng lau
ra ctia sau mua banh mi sot, chocolat
dem 1én chia nhau an.

Y phuc do trudng muén thg Hoa
kiéu giat.

Thay mé cho moi 16p mot cudn so.
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Minh théu hoac viét tén bang viét chi
trén bau do, trén lung quin; modi hoc
sanh dugc phép mdi tuan bo giat hai bo.

Sém mai thd sau, minh dem hai bo
d6 do bo dudi dat bén ban thay, sau khi
noi lén cho thay bién vao so.

Trua thii ndm tuan sau, anh tho gidt
Hoa kiéu ganh do6 mdi gidt vo, mot hoc
sanh 1én phu véi thay phat quan do cho
cac ban.

Ban nao cé do hang lya hay so mi
mac tién, mudn lao cong gidt riéng.

May nam trudc, moi nién hoc, dng
Hiéu trudng Sentenac chi cho hoc sanh
mugn sach ma thoi, cuéi nam thau lai,
thi cuén con cudén mat, cudén rach cuén

lanh.
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Nam nay, 6ng Morel thay 6ng Sente-
nac lam Hiéu trudéng bao md tho vién
ban sach cho hoc sanh dung, sach méi
cii gid khac nhau, mon nao ciing cé.

Chung t6i rung rung lén mua: mot
cubn Tu dién ‘Petit Larousse illus-
tré mot dong bac (1 $); cling cudn ty
dién Larousse song nhd hon, nam cac
(0$50), con nhiing sach hoc nhu Toan
hoc Jacquet et Laclef’, sach doc ‘Lecture
expliquée’ (sach doc gidi nghia), ‘Lecture
commentée’ cling goi la ‘Lecture morale’
(bai doc luan ly); sach vat ly hoc, hoa
hoc va van vat hoc, st, dia... sach giai tri
‘Grands Coeurs’ (Tam long cao thugng)
moi cuon tu hai dén ba cac.

Chung t6i mua dugc sach ré lay lam
mung.
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Hoc dugc vai thang, anh Lé van
Pugm va Ton quang Chéau sang Phéap
du hoc, thud ay di tau thuay ché chua cé
dudng hang khong.

Va dong bac Viét nam dugc déi 15
quan Phap.

T d6 dén nay, toi khong con nghe
tong tich Ton quang Chau thé nao, chico
nghe, sau khi xuat ngoai dugc vai nam,
Lé van Dugm chét trong mot tai nan xe
Itia bén Duc qudc, chang r6 co that vay

chéng.
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L4t bat dén 1é Chua Giang sinh,
chung t6i dugc nghi ba ngay, hom chiéu
trudc ngay nghi, Gia, Chi véi t6i da 1én
ong Hi¢u trudng xin phép vé Tan An, ra
trudng di chuyén xe ltia bon gid.

Tt My Tho qua Tan An hai muoi sdu
cay s0, c6 bon ga: Trung Luong, Luong
Phu, Tan Hiép, Tan Huong; moi ga, xe
Itta ghé vai ba phut; chiéc xe Itia méi chay
mat ba khac dong ho, con xe ltia ¢t hon
mot tiéng.

MGi di xe Itia dugc vai lan, va ra khoi
cai chau thanh bé nho Tan An, chung toi
lay lam thich thu, méng diing toa sau ma
trong may hang cay hai bén dudng chay
nguoc chiéu chiéc xe, vui mat thay may
giong thudc la.

K& sao xiét ndi han huyén sau ba
thang xa nha, ma t6i cd ngo t6i ma cudi



214 1 Béo VEn B

hoai, may chi t6i tram tr6 t6i nhd gio
(mau 16n).

Toi v6i anh t6i khong ngét ndi
chuyén trong trudng, beé ban, gido su.

M4 t6i bdo chi t6ilam mdt con ga mai
to ndu ca ri, dai anh em t6i, noi trudng
chac an cuc khd.

May ngay nghi 1€ chdm dft, anh em
lai khdn géilén dudng, ma toi cho anh to6i
nam dong véi mot goi lap xudng, vi anh
than truong cho an ‘mam thai’ (mam 6p
bam chung hot vit) anh dn com khong
dugc, phdi mua nem, mua banh mi &n
thém.

Con t6i, chi toi ndi t6i & My Tho an
sung suéng, nén ma tdi cho toi ba dong
xai vat [a du roi!
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Toi khong ganh ti lam gi, cling thoi
con ma cha me c6 dua thuong dda ghét.
Thoi, tip cuc khé cho quen, sau ra 6 doi
gdp phai canh gian lao ma chiu duogc ...

Két nghia kim bang

Poi v6i anh em noi trudng ciling
hoa thudn yén vui, song thanh nién méau
néng lam sao tranh khoi nhiing xich
mich cung nhau, ddu khiu ro6i dau vo,
nhd lai cting héi han phan nao.

Trong mot trdn tic cau bang chiéc
banh cao su, t6i da Vinh té; vi mot chuyén
cdi va khong ddu ma téi danh ‘Chi om’
ba bon thoi, Gia can thiép roi xt hué.

Mot hom, téi dang goi dau, bong
nhién Cham ké thau vo voi nudc tdi
hiing tam. Thé 1a mot cudc tranh chép
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xay ra, ké do hai tro nho ‘bdc x& nhau,
ma két cudc la ca hai bi ‘cong xin’ khong
chuoc.

La vi, mo6i thang néu tanh hanh tot
va ¢O gang hoc hanh thi dugc mot gidy
khen tdng (satisfecit) kha di dung dé
chudc nhiing phat khong cho ra.

Song trudng hgp toi, khong biét thay
Thanh phuc trinh thé nao ma 6éng Mo-
rel khong cho t6i chudc, mdc dau toi co
thuia satisfectit d€ chuoc.

Cé1é @€ canh cdo toi dan bét cai tanh
nong ndy di chang.
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T6i khong con nhé t6i lam quen véi
anh Nguyén tan Trong trong trudng hgp
nao ma, suot hai nam truong, ndm dé
nhtit va dé nhi nién, 1919-20 va 1920-21,
toi cung anh thuong mén nhau.

Anh Trong la trudng nam trong mot
gia dinh cong chtic 6 Binh Hoa x3, Gia
Dinh, duéng nhu than phu anh la mot
tho ky S& Buu dién.

Chung t6i khong giau giém gi, té gia
thé cho nhau biét. Anh 18 tu6i, mot tudi
v6i anh t6i, hoc 16p dé tam nién B, vao

hang trung binh.

Anh trang nguoi, toc chai ré mot
bén, véc trung trung manh mé, lung hoi
khom, an ndi danghoangkhiém nhugng.

Man gid hoc, anh tim t6i, anh em
cung nhau di téi di lui trong trudng,
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nhiing diéu t6i thac mac vé khoa hoc va
todn phap, anh ranh ré chi gitim.

Chua nhuyt, anh véi t6i, tay cam tay
di l1én Lo gach, bén dong song Bao Dinh
ha, ngoi trén tham cd, noi chuyén gia
dinh, hoc van.

Chi ban x6i bap di qua, anh kéu lai
mua hai goi cho cd hai va gianh tra tién,
rang ‘lam 16n thi phai lam lao, nang da,
bao cho em méi phai.

Btia chua nhut khac, t6i ru anh di an
hu tiéu, véi diéu kién 1a anh d€ toi tra
tién, néu anh gianh trd ntia thi t6i khong
ra vGi anh. Anh U iéc han hoi, nao ngo
anh lanh qua, cht chéch méi bung hai t6
ht ti€u dén ban la anh da trd tién roi.

Toi lam gidn lam hon, ham khong
ra v6i anh ntia, anh phai hda ky téi, toi
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muodn bao bao nhiéu cling dugc.

Hom no, toi cdm so6t, nam dudng noi
phong binh, anh hay tin xuéng tham, cao
gi6 cho toi va xtic dau trén co, trén lung,
san sé¢c nhu mot ngudi anh ruot.

Maéi tinh bé ban dam am ay kéo dai
dén nam 1925-26 la nam t6i hoc trudng
Chasseloup Laubat Sai Gon, con anh da
giup viec Dong Phap Ngan hang (Banque
de I'Indochine) song anh sém tii tran, dé
lai trong long t6i mdt niém thuong nhd,
dén ngay nay cling chua phai.

Tham thoat thiéu quang, nién hoc
1919-20 da man, anh em chung t6i, hon
ba muoi tro, dugc lén 16p dé nhi nién.

Nam 16p A, B, C, D, E hoc sanh dé
tam nién ndm roi phai thi dang 1én 16p
dé ti nién truong Chasseloup Laubat,
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nhiing ai rét phai hoc lai dé tam nién &
My Tho.

Rui cho anh Nguyén tan Trong thi
rét, anh buodn, song to6i lai vui, mot cai
vui c6 chut nao ich ky vi t6i con dugc
gan glii anh mot nam.

Va nhting anh § lai, t6i con nhé may
anh sau day: Trong - Chi - Chuén -
Chudng - Huong - Dinh - Nga — Nht
— Hum - Hinh ...

2. Lép dé nhi nién 2e année 1920-21

Chung to6i khong con ¢ lau C nita ma
déi qua lau A, méi cét, chac chan, sach
sé&, ngt chung v6i may anh dé tam nién,
va cling ngodi hoc bai chung v6i may anh.
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Ong Hiéu trudng cii, Perre Morel
déi di, ong Lafuste lai thé.

Ong nay khong cao 16n song map
to, day Phap van hép dan, ma day ly hoa
cling hay.

Ong Motais de Narbonne vin day
Phép vin cho 16p t6i; 6ng Ta trung Luong,
c6 bang Tu tai toan thi & Alger, day toan.
Ong kém stic khde, duidng nhu phdi yéu,
nén co luc 6ng nghi ca vai tuan.

Day am ta va st dia cé 6ng Phép lai
Henri Joyeux, cé tén Viét la Huynh van
T6i, kiém nhiém ludn chic Téng giam

thi.

Ong Nguyén khic Hué tiép tuc day
Viét ngti cho cdc 16p trong trudng.

Mot phan gido su thay ctt d6i mdi,
vai gidm thi ciing dugc doi thay. Ching
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toi c6 thay Vang, tuc goi ‘Cam sanh’ vi cdi
mat thay cd u c6 nan nhu da cam sanh.

Thay Bay den thui, nén chung toi kéu
‘cha va Bay.

Sau c6 thém thay Dang, voc vac nho
xiu ma hach mot cay, 6ng Paul Khia, luc
trudc day 16p nhi B 6 Tan An ciing d6i
qua lam thay gido.

Chung t6i hoc da kha tan phat rdi,
ong Motais theo chuong trinh day cao
hon, cho nhiing bai luan van kho hon va
ong cham bai that ky.

Chi c6 bai ludn van cta Keé va Ty it
khi bi stia ma thoi, ky du may bai cta
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hang luc luc thudng tai nhu chung t6i
déu bi 6ng sta nat va ngoai 1€, dng phé
day nhiing: inc: incorrect (sai luat); orth:
orthographe (trat am td); m.d.: mal dit
(khong hay)...

C¢ biia, buc qud, 6ng noi mot cau:
‘A force de vous corriger, je deviens tout
béte’ (Stia cac anh thét roi tdi ngu dan).

Chung t6i then, song can méi nhin
CUOi.

Vé Phap van, Ké dan dau trong 16p
ludn: luan vdn, dm ta, doc sach gidi nghia
(lecture expliquée) va bai doc luan ly
(lectures morales), nhung toan va khoa
hoc, khong ai qua mat ndi Nguyén van
Ty.

Nhiing hang xoang nhu Gia, Chi,
Lau véi tdi thi tranh nhau cdi hang ba,
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hang tu... song vé Viét ngt, toi dugc ong
Hué dé y va t6i cling dugc diém cao vé
st dia.

Si khi Go Cong

Toi con nhdé trong cudn ‘Lectures
morales’ hai bai néu cao tinh than dan
toc Viét Nam khang Phap hoi quan doi
vién chinh xdm chiém Nam K.

Bai thd nhut dai khéi nhu vay:

‘M6t budi trua, mot vién ach dat dén
vién quan ba (dai uy) chi huy trudng, hai
anh em thanh nién no, phtc trinh riang,
hai nguoi huéng dan trung doi cta va
suot mot budi mai, bang dong, 16i ruéng
ma khong tim dang mot tén “phién loan’
nao hét.
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Vién quan ba hdi thanh nién:

— Hoéi s6m mai, ta bao hai anh dat
binh si ta tim phién loan, hai anh vang
l6i. Ta c6 ndi trudc rang, tim khong
dugc, ta sé xtt ban hai anh. Ta cd néi nhu
vay, phai chang?

— Ong quan ba cd noi.

— Hai anh c6 tinh danh lac huéng
quan doi ta, khong cho ho gap phién
loan, ta sé xt ban hai anh, hai anh cé
diéu gl mudn ndi khong?

Hai thanh nién lam thinh. Vién quan
ba ra linh cho mét tiéu doi thi hanh...
Mot trang sing nd... Si quan Phap tram
ngam, buon buon noéi véi may ngudi hau
can:

— Ta lay lam ti€éc ma phai xt su nhu
vay. Nud6c Hy lap xua co 1€ s€ tac tuong
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ton kinh hai ngudi, con ta, ta phai ban
ho. Chién tranh cang tan khoc cang mau
két thuc, loi cho cd hai bén, bén thua
cling nhu bén thang...

Bai thd nhila mét buc tho dan ching
GO Cong gbi cho Chanh pht Phéap phan
khdng sy xam lang cudp nudc cua ho &
Viét Nam

Két than cung van si

Chung t6i bat dau lam quen van
chuong Phap, doc tac pham vén si nao
ma ong Motais bao doc.

Mic dau stic con yéu kém, ching to6i
cling doc quyén ‘Les Confessions’ (Ban
sam hoi) cua Jean Jacques Rousseau,
cudn ‘Esprit des Lois’ (Van phap tinh ly)
cua Montesquieu, ... nhiing quyén sach
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mac mo ma bd 6c non nét chung toi
chua hiéu ndi.

Con nhiing sach dé hiéu hon thi
chung t6i nhai ngau nhai nghién, doc rat
nhiéu, nhiing van si ti thé ky thu XVII
trd lai day déu c6 doc.

Nhtt la t6i thich cach hanh van cua
Hector Malot, bong bay, can déi, tham
tram trong may quyén tiéu thuyét ‘Sans
famille’ (V6 gia dinh), ‘En famille’ (Trong
gia dinh), ‘Romain Kalbris’ ... va may
cuon ay, toi doc it nhut ciing hai lan.

Trai lai, anh t6i anh lai thich lam ban
v6i Alphonse Daudet vi vén si nay co 16i
hanh vdn nhe nhang, hai hudc, vui vé,
va may ti€éu thuyét “Tartarin de Tarascon,
‘Port Tarascon, ‘Contes du lundi’ (Nhiing
truyén ngan ngay thu hai), ‘Lettres de
mon moulin’ (Nhiing tho viét trong nha
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cOi xay) la nhiing sdch dau giudong cta
anh toi vay.

Anh Lam van Tu véi anh Nguyén tan
Trinh di dau tay khong r6i Nam phong
tap chi cia Pham Quynbh.

Nam nay, t6i lai két ban than véi anh
Lé van Chi, dong huong véi t6i & Tan
An. Va anh Chi ciing choi than véi anh
Trong, thanh tt bo ba chung toi thudng
di choi cung nhau, anh Chi, anh Trong
doc quyén sach nao hay thi thuéit tém ca
ba cling nghe.

...Bay gio biét ding chut it nguyén ly
cta vat ly hoc, t6i ddm ra mo mong.
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Madc dau luc ay, 1920, cac chau thanh
trong Nam chua bi nan ket xe banh
truéng nhu nta thé ky sau (1971), toi
mo mot chiéc xe c6 canh nhu chim, xép
canh chay trén cac dudng thanh phé nhu
mot chiéc xe thudng ma gap lac ket xe thi
giuong canh ra bay bong nhu chim, dén
khi thay duong vang xe thi dap xudng
x€p canh thong tha chay choi.

Hién nay, da cd truc thang bay lén
dap xudéng dé dang song con nang né
qud, ching biét Au My nhiing nudc dai
tién bo vé co khi da cho ra doi mot chiéc
xe ky qudi nhu tri tudng tugng cua toi
chua.

... Co lan, ba chung t6i, Trong, Chi
vG6i toi chup chung mot tam hinh, tiéc
vi sau nay, nghé nghiép bat bu¢c thuyén
chuyén choé nay noi no ma lac mat nhiing
ky niém ém dém qui hoa ay di.
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Anh Chi gioi todn, nhiéu khi toi gic
cuén toan phap Jacquet-Laclef lam vai
bai mugn anh stia gium, anh san long,
nhung vi ndm 4y may anh d¢ tam nién
chuén bi thi bing Brevet Elémentaire
v6i bang Thanh chung (Diplome de fin
d’Etudes complémentaires) nén anh it
du ngay gié ma luyén todn gitim toi.

Tuy la chung t6i thich doc nhiing
sach nghiém chinh, nhung tudi tré bong
bot sao khoi ham nhiing ti€u thuyét trinh
tham phiéuluu, nhuloai ‘Fantomas, cudp
clia giét ngudi, Les mysteres de Paris’ (Ba
Lé bi mat), Au-dela des ténébres (Bén
kia man hac am); va nhiing tha doan
trom cap tai tinh ctia anh chang Arséne
Lupin hao hoa phong nha.

... Lau A chung t6i, hoc sanh d¢ nhi
nién ngu chung véi may anh dé tam nién,
chi c6 mét ngon den dién treo gitia lau;
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giudng toi hoi xa déen moét chat. Chin gio
dém, lén lau xong, thay y phuc, béo mung
xuong, toi nam 16 dau ra, huéng vé ngon
den, xem sach dén mudi mot gio mdi ém
mung ma ngu.

Toi c6 mugn mdt md truyén nha
trinh tham dai tai Nat Pinkerton va moéi
muodi lam phut gio choi sém mai la toi
xem hét mot cuon 32 trang.

Toan bd Nat Pinkerton 16i 110 cuén

ma toi xem hét bay tam muoi cudén nhu
vay.

Ong Hiéu trudng Lafuste t t€ vai
hoc sanh, tiing bdo gido su dé nghi ban
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khen hoc sanh nao tanh hanh t6t, c6
gang hoc hanh; thinh thoang 6ng lén
phong ngu, bat thinh linh 6ng bdo minh
md ruong cho 6ng xem, khong biét 6ng
tim gi: trdi cay song sit, hay hinh va sach
cam?

Cay den dau phong t6i, d€ toi dot 1én
xem sach, ong hoi dau gi, t6i dap: ‘huile
darachide’ (dau phong), 6ng hti roi tra
lai.

Mot chiéu thu bay, 6ng ra linh gidam
thi sap hang ching t6i trudc 16p, mac
bo dong phuc (uniforme) cho 6ng xem.
Chtling 6ng thdy cdi 4o ctia anh Chiém
rach ca hai néch, cdi 4o ctia Gia véi ctia
toi mdc vao thd khong muon ndi, Muu
madc cdi 4o ni dat may & ngoai, va da so
ching t6i mang giay rach, 6ng lac dau, vi
khong r6 doi ‘giay nha nudc’ chung toi
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bing da hay bang gidy ma mac mua vai
lan thi né ha miéng!

Ong bao chting t6i thoi diing mic bo
do cit nita, 6ng may cho mot bé do bo
trang mdi, rong rai hon, va dit mot doi
giay maoi.

Ong day ly héa rat dé hiéu, ching toi
lanh hoéi dugc nhiéu, udc ao dng day lau,
song Ong gido su Do Dziling dén, 6ng nay
c6 bang Cu nhén ly hda va van vat, thay
thé dng Lafuste ma day may moén do.

Ong soan bai sén & nha rdi vao 16p
ngoi trén ban chi doc cho chung toi chép
vao tap, ché 6ng khong cat nghia chi hét,
hodc la cat nghia so s ma thoi. That la
khde cho thay ma cting khoe cho tro!

Va suot ndm, o6ng kéu trad bai cé mot
lan thoi: anh Lé quang Thin ap ung, 6ng
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bao vé chd hoc lai. Tap bai cua 6ng dé
danh thi tam ca nguyét.

Vi may anh dé tam nién chuén bi thi
bang Brevet Elémentaire va bang Thanh
chung nén 6ng bdo miy anh, moi sém
mai, tl ndm gio rudi dén sau gio rudi qua
nha ong, cai nha banh éch trong vong
trudng, bén ta ctia 16n, 6ng day thém
cho vé dién hoc (Electricité) va quang
hoc (Optique).

Va 6ng ciing cho mdy anh chép bai,
ché khong dung phuong phdp nao khac.

* % %

Ong Phap lai Henri Joyeux day 4m
t& va st dia. Ong cho ching t6i viét may
bai am ta trong cudn ‘les cent dictées
du Brevet Elémentaire’ (100 bai am ta
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thi B.E.) nhiéu bai kho, vi chii la va van
pham rac roi.

Tri K€ va Ty ra, anh em t6i 1am 16i
day dy. Ban dau, 6ng gido su tinh hé lam
nam 16i thi bi diém ‘khéng, nhung khi
hoc sanh viét 16i qua nhiéu, ong ha cai
gia bi€u dy xudng con 10 16i mdéi lanh
tring ga.

Mot hom, t6i dugc 6ng bao lén bang
cé treo mot bic dia do nudc Phap, va
ong hai vé su di dan tii dong bai dén cac
thanh thi 16n.

Ong bdo t6i chi trén dia d6 nhiing sy
di cu d6. Toi béi rdi, trd 16i loanh quanh.

Man gid hoc, anh Lau ttic gian noi:

— Hoi gi ma hdi la lung, sao vous
khong dap: Cai su di cu ay n6 thuc hién
trén dat Phap, ngudi dan qué bi lgi lac
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thi thanh hap dan, lan lan bé dong qué
vé thanh thi, ché trén dia d6 lam sao thay
su di cu dy dugc!

Giai tri - Thé thao

Giai tri noi truong, vé thé xac, chung
toi c6 da banh, da cau, danh dao 16, tuc
goi la ‘thai 16 lac), 1a ba bon tro dau moi
nguoi moét, hai xu, dao mot cai 16, gach
muc xa 16 vai sai, rdi thi, ngudi nao thai
dong xu gan 16 hon hét thi di dau, cam
mot coc xu quang vao 1o.

Maydongxulotvaolo thuoc vé minh,
con may dong nam ngoai hay nam trén
miéng 16 minh dugc mot ngusi chi cho
minh choi mét dong nao do, choi trung
lugm hét, trat thi thoi, nhugc bang choi
dong xu trén miéng 16 rai noé rét vao 16
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thi minh bi phat, bo vao mét xu ...

Vé mo6n ndy, anh Nguyén van Chiém
tai lam, lan nao danh dédo 16 anh van an
ludn, chua thay aila dich thu ctia anh vay;
c6 lan, ba bén xu nam vay trén miéng 10,
thé ma anh binh tinh, ban tay khéo 1éo,
viing vang, anh thai lot dong xu vao 16
gon gang, lam cho ai ndy déu ngan tai
anh Chiém.

Chiéu tht ndm, thay dat chung toi
ra san van dong va noi d6, moét anh doéi
tay tén Plagne tap thé thao cho ching
toi, choi thanh ngang (barre fixe), thanh
song song (barres paralleles), nhay cao,
nhay xa, nhdy sao, chay nhay rao ...

Vé mon nhay xa, Pham van Tan, 16p
dé nhtt nién, véi cdp gio dai, nhay xa
hon cac hoc sanh, xa hon ca anh huin
luyén vién Plagne it nhtit cting 10 phan,
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anh nay tuc, lay trén, nhay hai ba lan,
14n nao ciing thua Tan, ran lam cling con
thua ndm bay phan.

Chung t6i choi tl bon t6i nam gic vé
rifa minh dn com.

Giai tri tinh than, ndm nay chung t6i
bd chiéc sdo, ly di v6i may ban ‘La Mar-
seillaise’ ‘Madelon, ‘Au clair de la lune’
‘Binh ban van’ ‘Luu thuy hanh van’ va,
ngoai thu vui doc sach, chung t6i con du
kién Nguyén thanh Chéau hat cai luong,
nghe anh Chudéng thoi ong tiéu, anh
binh, anh Chuin don kiém, Loc khay
mandoline, Ty choi accordéon (phong
cam).

Loc, ngudi Can Tho, tanh tinh lanh
loi, d6n mandoline gion gia, nhit la anh
don ban Tu dai oan nghe rat mui. Ty
choi accordéon ciing co diéu.
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Anh Chudng xuy tiéu

Thud ay, lau A chung t6i c6 hai thang
lau, mot thang dong va mot thang tay,
song cua lau phia tay thay khoa lai khong
cho 1én xudng, co 1€ dé bé kiém soat.

Chiéu, dung com xong, trudc gis vo
ngodi hoc, anh Chuéng, anh Dinh hodc
anh Chuin 1én ng6i trén thang lau tay
hoa nhac.

Anh Chudéng dep trai, anh Chuin
hién hoa, anh Dinh cao 6m, khom khom,
di cham rai nhu mot ba xo gia, nén may
anh ‘dé tam’ kéu la ‘Ma mere Ly Dink’
(Ba me Ly Dinh).

S6 di chung t6i danh cho anh
Chudng mot muc nhu vay la vi, khong
biét thué Han S& tranh hung, chiéc tiéu
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cta Truong Duong réo rat, mau nhiém
thé nao, bi cam thé nao ma ndé thai tan
may dao tinh binh va tdm ngan t dé cua
S6 Ba vuong, ma ba van hung binh cua
Han Tin khong sao tiéu diét ndi.

Chiéc tiéu cta anh Chudng ciling
tham tram la, nhat 1a khi tiéng u u ...
cua anh thoi 1én, la chung toi tyu lai
nghe, nghe dé ma thé dai, buon ba.

Nhiing dém tat dién, khong ng6i hoc
trong phong, duéi anh nguyét, chung to6i
nghe anh thdi tiéu, 4o ndo, nhé 6ng ba
ong vai nam xua, kiép trudc.

Chiéu chiéu, chung t6i lai ma con
chim, duéi goc tudng, ching kién may
anh tung kinh siéu d¢ cho con chim se sé
bi mét anh choi nghich lay dd ném mang
vong.
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Anbh thi tung kinh vang sanh, anh lai
cung cdi lon stia bdo ma boé ma.

Vai cdy ram but, mét cay lai bao
quanh cai ma cho vai tic, 16n bang cai
thiing con, chit tron nhiing da ong bang
co tay, chon cai.

Truéc ma, dung mot cdi bia, trén
viét bang muc tau, mdt dong chi Phap:
‘Ci-git Jean Moineau, fatalement em-
porté par un coupe de pierre a la fleur de
sa jeunesse (Noi day an nghi chu se sé
tén Jean, bi mot hon s6i ma vong mang,
dang ldc tudi xuan).

Moi trua, vao khoang mudi hai gig,
noi nha o6ng gido su Luong gan trudng,
cay duong cam trdi giong vi ong la mot
nhac si hiiu tai, t6i nghe tiéng don ma
buon ddo dé.
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MéGi mudi mdy tubi dau, t6i nhan
thay cudc doi chi la mot thoi gian dé cho
minh thi hanh phan sy, c6 vui chang chi
1a vui gugng ma thoi.

La vi, bat trong song con dong thay
va mat ho ém tinh gap gid lién noi song.

Nhiing n6i budn buon

T6i khong nhé r6 vi mot 16i 1am chi
ma thay Bdy qud phat anh Lé vdn Dau,
anh tdc gian ham danh thay va 16i cuon
anh Vinh vao phe anh, anh Vinh ngay
thudng hién hau ai cling mén.

Thay Bay ding cai tai viét van danh
thép ma phuc trinh 1én Hiéu trudng,
Déu véi Vinh mat hoc bong va bi dudi
ludn, tdi nghiép hai anh déu l1a con nha
ngheo!
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Chung t6i x6t cam cho tinh canh hai
anh, dung chién thuit « tién 1€ hau binh
» phai hai anh Lam van Tt va Pham van
Loc dai dién chung t6i dén nha thay Bay
ndn ni thay nhe tay cho hai anh Déu
Vinh nh¢ an duc cta thay.

Khong biét thay tii khudc hay sao
ma dém 4y lau A ching t6i nhu mot &
gidc. Giudng nao cling bé mung xudng,
roi thi nao la tiéng ndp ruong dén xudng
ram ram, tiéng ngudi ho, chim kéu, ga
gdy, tha chay, meéo ngao ...

Thay di t6i dau nay thi dau nay yén
ma dau kia n6i day, thdy mau chon di
dén dau kia thi dau nay lai dong.

Ong Joyeux, Téng gidm thi, dém 4y
viia méi thanh hon, nghe ndo loan nhu
thé, 14t dat chay dén thi lau A chung toi
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em nhu ru, con mudi bay ciing nghe
tiéng.

Ong di t6i di lui mot héi, vita xuéng
lau thi 1au trd lai 6n ao nhu ci, mai dén
ntia dém chung t6i mdi ngu. Hom sau,
ong Hiéu trudng Lafuste méi dai dién
ching tdi lén vian phong « thuyét phap »
cho moét hoi.

Anh Tu, anh Loc thua rang Déu véi
Vinh chua hé cham dén minh thay Bay;,
ma thay phuc trinh qua gat gao, hai anh
bi duoi hoc thi that 1a bat cong va doc ac!

Ong Lafuste pha ty doi 16i, hia sé
xét lai trudng hop. Vai tuan sau, Déu
Vinh dugc hoc lai song mét hoc béng va
phai & ngoai.
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Ong Ta trung Luong day todn ching
toi va day luén cach vé hinh hoc (dessin
géométrique).

Thuong dng cho vé “carrelage”, su 16t
ca ro, miéng trang miéng den, hoac bang
gach vudng, hodac gach hinh banh duc

(losange).

Chung t6i son mdy miéng den bang
muc tau; kho rdi, ldy den cay cha nhe 1én,
danh bong.

Cau nao ciing trinh bon vé khéo hay,
dugc tam chin diém. Biia no, 6ng dem
vao mot cdi ly con, cé chon, bao ching
toi vé hinh bd doi (coupe) ctia no.

Vé xong, t6i dem lén trinh, 6ng cho 9
diém.



246 1 Béo VEn B

Chting 6ng kéu tén hoc sanh dédng
ghi diém vao s6, tdi ho « neuf » (9) c6
cai am thanh chi f, nhu “nép pho” mot
chut. Khong hi€éu 6ng nghe thé nao ma
ong hdi Ty (ngoi gan t6i), tdi no6i lam sao.
Ty bao t6i néi “nép x6” (neuf-s) 6ng trgn
toi va tang toi mot “consigne” vi toi giéu
ong. To6i khoc, dng la t6i:

— Hoi, may diing c6 lam cdi mat qui
than vdi tao!

Toi gat nudc mat. Man gio, toi lén
thua ong ring khong bao gio t6i dam
vO 1€ véi thay, su that la toi noi neuf ché
khong c6 ndi neuf-s, Ty nghe lam.

Ong xda bo cdi consigne cho toi.

Ca tuan, t6i khong néi chuyén véi
Ty.
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Van hoa tuan san

Anh em chung t6i cling tap tanh lam
bdo.

Sau khi ban ludn va xin phép o6ng
Hiéu trudng, chung toi xuat ban mot to
tuan bdao nhan la “Van héa tuan san”, vén
ven cO bon trang gidy 16n.

Chti nhiém, chu but va quan ly gom
c6 K&, Ty v6i toi. Chép bai thi cé anh
Lau, anh Chi va vai ba anh niia chi tét,
tinh nguyén chép, khong lanh thu lao.

May ngudi viét bai cling khong cé
nhuan but.

Va doc gia chuang t6i la hoc sanh dé
tam va dé nhi nién Gng ho mot so tién
hang thang vai cac bac, du tién mua gidy
in bao ma thoi.
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Bdo ra chiéu thi bay, nim t&, moi
té bon truong nhu da néi trén, anh em
chuyén tay nhau doc, ai xem roi ky tén
trén dau trang nhut, tat ca doc xong thi
hoan lai cho quan ly cat lam ky niém.

Sau, tai chanh kha khd, ching t6i in
bdng xu xoa vai chuc td. Noi dung té bao
gdm nhiing bai van chuong, nghi luan,
lich st, c6 tich dia phuong, nhiing bai
dich Phap van ra Viét vin, hodc van xudi,
hodc van van.

Chung t6i khong cong kich nha
trudng gido su, thay gac, khong gieo ac
cam gitia 16p nay va 16p no, hodc hoc
sanh v&i nhau, chi quan tam dén vian hda
ma thoi.

May thay cing mugn xem va khuyén
khich.
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Toi viét bai trong day, ky but hiéu 1a
Dao Vién va but hiéu nay t6i con gitt téi
ngay nay.

T6 bao song dén cudi ndm dé nhij
nién va ndm sau dinh ban vinh vién vi
anh em chung toi lén 16p dé tam nién, ai
ciing lo hoc thi, khéng con dé tam lam
bdo.

Thaoi ky hoc sanh c6 nhiing chuyén
vui vui nhu viét bdo va x0 so.

Mac dau x6 s6 ma khong c6 Chanh
quyén cho phép la mot diéu ludt cam,
song chung t6i la hoc sanh, x6 s6 nhiing
do vat gia tri khong qua mudi dong, va
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gitia ban hoc v6i nhau, nén may thay
cting nham mat, mdc nhién cho phép.

Chiéc dong ho dugc x6 s6 10 dong,
s htiu cht lam 50 s, moi s6 hai cac bac,
sO dugc vi€t trong miéng gidy nho xép
lam tu, bd vao noén, x6c x6c, dua non 1én
khoi dau, mot nguoi véi bat gium, so ra
choét 1a dugce vat.

Cdi ndn ni tri gid ndm dong, 25 s0;
doi giay ba dong, ba muadi s6, moi sé mot
cac thoi.

Lan nao téi cling mua sé song...
trang sém ludn, nghia la con hai ba s6
nita dén s6 chot 1a s toéi bi bat ra, ma
bon nam lan nhu vay, chi c6 mot lan to6i
trang dang cuon Algebre (dai s6 hoc).
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Cudi thang sau nam 1921, may anh
dé tam nién lén Sai Gon ung thi Brevet
Elémentaire, con anh em chung toi dudi
nay thi 1én 16p.

Nam ay thi Brevet Elémentaire dau
dé rat mac, so thi sinh la 465 ngudi ma
két qua thi viét chi c6 22 dau tam ma
thoi.

Anh t6i, hoc dé tam nién trudng
Chasseloup Laubat, 1a mot trong 22
nguoi may man 4y, song qua phan van
dap, anh lai trgt di, chi c6 15 thi sinh dau
ludn van dap.

Thi sinh My Tho khong mét ai dau
duoc bai viét.

Pau thang bay, may anh lai khéan goi
trd 1én Sai Gon thi bang Thanh chung;
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Lé van Chi, Tran van Nhtt véi vai anh
nda thi dau.

Thi lén 16p, chung t6i phai thi ba bai:
am ta, todn phdp va luan vdn, khong kho
chi cho lam.

Két qua la vai ba anh rét, 6 lai, ky du
dugc 1én dé tam nién. K€ dau so6 1, Ty
hang nhi, Gia d6 s6 3, t6i s6 4 ...

Nién hoc da man, thay tro, bé ban
sap chia tay, ai vé tinh nay.

Chuc tu

K€ mugn anh Chu sy Thuong chanh
My Tho, c6 bang Luit khoa Cl nhan
thao gium chung t6i moét bai chuc ti hon
mot truong gidy 16n, dai y ca tung an dic
thay su6t mot ndm day cong gido duc.
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Ching t6i mua mdiy to gidy trang
day, thi dung dé vé, cat xén dang hoang,
may anh “hoa sT” vé goc trén, bén ta, mot
canh hoa, r6i nhiing anh chii t6t, nhu
Ké, Ty, Chi, Lau, Tu, go gam chép ralam
ndm bon dé€ doc cho ndm vi gido su qui
ong Luong, Hué, D6 Dzing, Metais va
Joyeux.

Tuan 1€ chot trude ngay bai trudng,
chung t6i dau mua rugu sam banh, banh
sam banh, dén giG cta vi gido su, nhu
ong Luong chang han, ching t6i mugn
mot tdm nap trang tinh trai 1én ban, dat
mot binh hoa tuoi dep, d€ mot cai ly sam
banh trén dia.

Gido su v, chung toi dung day chao,
r6i Ké lén doc chuc ti. Poan Ty mé& chai
sam banh rét ra ly, Loc bung 1én mét dia
banh moi 6ng. Ong ndi it 16i cdm on va
cau chuc chung t6i vé vui vé v6i gia dinh,
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duogc stic khoe luon, sang ndm thi ddu va
dugc mot tuong lai tot dep.

Pai khai may 6ng cling chuc nhu
vay. Chung t6i dn banh udng rugu va Ty
don accordéon, Loc don mandoline, hoa
mady ban nhac thong thudng...

V6i 6ng Nguyén khac Hué, chung toi
ra nha 6ng doc chuc tii, 6ng khen Ké doc
nghe suéng tai. Ong dii ching to6i, cau
nao biét “nhau” thi nem rugu, cu kiéu, la
ve, con ai “tu hanh” thi nuéc ngot, banh
ngot.

3. Lop dé tam nién - 3¢ Année 1921
- 1922

Tham thoat hai thang nghi he troi
qua, chung t6i lui dui ruong trap tré vao
truong.
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Hay tin anh Lé vdn Chi vao 16p dé
nhtt nién ban Ta tai bon xd (Enseigne-
ment secondaire local) truong Chasse-
loup Laubat.

Anh Tran van Nhut ra Ha No6i hoc
Cao dang Thuong mai (Ecole Supérieure
de Commerce). Mot s6 anh khac lén 16p
dé td nién trudng Chasseloup Laubat.
Anh Trong, anh Huong, va vai ban ntia,
tu gia hoc dudng va, mudi may nam sau,
ndm 1935, 8 An Hoéa, My Tho, toi gép lai
anh Huong lam Huong quan lang Chau
phu hung.

Chung t6i lai mat mdt ngudi ban la
Nguyén thanh Chau, c6 1é chan ngan hoc
dudng, theo ti€ng goi cua ngh¢ thuat, gia
nhap vao mét doan cai luong.

* %
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Nhac lai, cu6i nam 1920, trudng
Chasseloup Laubat, xdy ra mot cudc x0
xat gitia hoc sanh v6i anh tay gac cta.

Di nhién, ban Gidm doc nha trudng
binh anh tdy ma dd 16i cho hoc sanh.

Vahoc sanh noi tra bai khoa, viét bao
cong kich ché do hoc dudng cua Chanh
phu Phép trong nhiing bai bao “Potaches
en greve” (Hoc sanh bai khoa) ma chung
toi doc trai la “Bo tac lam cheo”.

Anh Pang vin Ty, 16p bon nam néi
tiéng nho may bai bao do véi ly luan sac
bén va cach hanh van cing cap.

Pa s6 hoc sanh bi cho nghi hoc,
trong s6 c6 anh t6i. Sau, Chanh phu bat
thi va cho hoc lai song anh t6i bi truat
hoc bong, thanh tht phai tam trd noi
nha mot cong chuc quen tia ma tdi, &
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dudng Lareyniere, bay gid 1a Doan thi
biém.

Cuoi nam dé tam nién, anh dau bai
viét song rét van dap trong ky thi Brevet
Elémentaire nhu trén t6i da néi.

Trong lic bai trudng, anh dau tho ky
Buu dién so 1, nhung tiéc nhiing moén
hoc trong l6p dé tam nién, anh khong
chiu bé nhiém tho ky; tyu truong thang
chin 1921, v0 ndi tru, 16p dé tu nién,
song phai dong hoc phi.

Gia dinh chung t6i that lung budc
bung dong hoc phi cho anh, mét ndm
180 dong va cap cho modi thang nam
dong xai vit.

Ndm nay, hai anh em déu c6 gang
hoc hanh dé cudi nam chiém cho ding

cai bang Thanh chung.
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Toi gap lai may thay ca:

Ong Luong day todn, Metais day
Phép van, D6 Dzing ly héa va van vit,
sau gido su Chrétien dén day mon nay.

Gido su Nguyén trung Thang tot
nghiép DPai hoc Su pham ngoai Ha Noi,
day st dia chung toi, lai kiém day ky
thuat hoc (technologie) nhu nghé lam
gidy... va écriture niia.

Ong Thing day st dia c6 phuong
phéap nén chung t6i hap tho dugc nhiéu.
Ong con tré, c& 24, 25, tanh vui vé, hién
hoa.

Co6 lan, ong Thanh tra Barthélemy,
gido su Thac sivdn chuong, xuong thanh
tra trudng trung hoc My Tho.
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Nghe 6ng Thang day, 6ng Barthéle-
my ngac nhién thich thad, hoi 6ng Thang
c6 bang Ct nhan chang va hoc trudng
Dai hoc nao bén Phap.

Gido su chung t6i khiém nhugng
dap rang 6ng chi la mdt cyu sinh vién
trudong Dai hoc Su pham Ha Noi, ban
van chuong.

Thanh tra khen lay khen dé, hai long
phuong phép day hoc ctia 6ng va phé
rang gido su Nguyén trung Thang trinh
dd hoc thtc cao hon nhiéu gido su Cu
nhan Phdp ma 6ng dugc thanh tra.
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Luc nay, chung tdi ngoi étude chung
mot 16p va ngt chung lau A véi hoc sanh
dé nhi nién, thay gac ciing thady Vang
(Cam sanh) véi thay Bay (cha va).

Thay Vang co6 tiéng la gioi Phap van,
thay bado chung t6i: “Dta nao lam ludn
van dugc bay diém tao cho ra ngoai choi
mot dém, ma c6 bi dng Ddc bat dugc thi
ran chiu!”

Chung t6i cudi, khong ddm nhan.
Anh Déu lén héi thay:

— Thua thay, lam thé nao dé gidi Phap
van, thay?

— May coi lai «syntaxe» (ca phap).
Thay dap.

Déu xuong, khong phuc. Chac anh
tudng thay sé chi bao cho anh van sinao
hay ma doc, cach hanh van thé nao cho



58 W i B odh ] 261

mon Phdp van mau tan phat, nao ngo
thay bdo anh coi lai cu phdp, ttc la cach
hiép chi, ddt cau!

Thay Bay viét Phdp van cling khd
gidi, song cach hanh véin cling ran cua
thay chi d€ [am phuc trinh khéc liét hai
anh Déu, anh Vinh ma thdi, nhu t6i c6
noéi trong chuong trudc, hoi chung toi
hoc 16p dé nhi nién.

Vai ban méi

Mat anh Trong anh Chi vi su d&i c6
hiép c6 tan, t6i lai dugc két ban ciing
Nguyén van Hudng va Nguyén vin L,
16p nam tht hai.

Hudng nho ngudi, nuéc da ngam
ngam den, téc quan, miéng cudi céd
duyén, rat thong minh, hoc mon gi ciing
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gidi. Ong Luong kéu Huong 1a "le petit
Cambodien" (Cau bé Cao mién). Lé map
map, siéng hoc, hoi lang tai, tanh hién
lanh.

Chua nhut nao, t6i v6i Lé va Hudng
cling cung nhau di dao, khi vo chtia Vinh
trang 1é Phat, nghe Su 0ng thuyét ly qua
bdo luan hoi, khi lai ra cong vién ngoi
trén tham cd, hung ngon gié chiéu, xem
song chom lén buc thach, trong qua Cu
lao Rong chanh thuong nhiing ngudi
cui, mang binh nany.

Co6 khi ba chung t6i di doc theo
Bao dinh ha, trai qua nhiing x6m thon
déan, ding trén bo song ma thudng thic
nhting thuyén ché day dtia chuoi. Chung
toi dén tan Trung luong cich My Tho
bon cay s6 ngan, vao x6m udng trai diia
tuoi roi tha bo tra vé.
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Gidphuttdicambutthaomaychuong
ndy thi bac si Nguyén van Hudng, ngudi
ban bé nho cua t6i nam xua, vi ly tudng
ma & dau tan Bic ha, mat con nao biét,
néu con manh gioi, Hudng cé nhé tudng
dén ban vong nién da ting cung nhau
chia vui xé budn & trung hoc My Tho,
truong Chasseloup Laubat va cach dé
may ndm, trén dudng doi cling thudng
gap nhau cho dén ndm 1947, 1948 (?) thi
cach biét cho dén bay gio.

Nguyén van Lé sau lam Ky su S&
Thuy lam, an chay truong, van khong
quén toi.



264 1 Béo VEn B

Tu6i tho bong bot, tu ai qua nhiéu,
lam sao tranh khdi va cham cuing nhau,
toi xin ghi chép vai chuyén vit xdy ra
gitia anh em cung I6p hay la 16p khac.

Hom no chang rd vi duyén ¢ gi ma
Ty va Trinh, hai ngudi cling cao 6m nhu
nhau, thudng ngay cting binh tinh nhu
nhau, bong nhién ndi san roéi cung nhau
dau vo.

Két qua la thay Bay lai dugc dip thao
mot phuc trinh déc sac, 6ng Hiéu trudng
Lafuste thudng cho nhi vi boc xo mdt cai
consigne khong chudc.

Va mot chiéu kia, trong mot budi
di choi, anh Tran van Chi (Bén Tre) cai
v6i Luu (Vinh Long) vé moét danh tu dia
phuong: « dn xiém lo » (?) la mot mon
canh chua nau bap chuoi (?); hai ngudi
sting s0 lam di, hen mét ngay gié nao
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do, sé gidi quyét van dé bang vo luc.

Phdi anh Tran van Lau, ngudi Vinh
Long, c6 uy tin d6i v6i Luu, khuyén can
hai dang méi tam ky thoa hiép hoa binh.

Lai mot hom, Thao, I6p hai ndm, gay
su vdi toi, vi trong lic vo ctia phong hoc,
toi «thtc cti cho vo nguc» anh ta.

Su that thi ddu cé nhu vay, t6i véi
Thao khong thu khong odn, va vo sém
hay vo tré vai gidy nao c6 an thua gi,
toi cat nghia cho Thao rd vi clia hep ma
chen 14n nhau, chac c¢6 dung cham, ché
toi khong c6 y nao dung cdi nguc «qui
phdi» ctia quan ngai lam chi dau!

Nhung Théo khong chiu vay, ching
biét anh mudn gi. Ké thay dung cai nhau
lum xtm, vai ba "dé nhi nién" lai nghe,
K& hdi tu sy, n6i ndng muodn danh Thao,
Ty Tt dén can mdi ém.
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Nam ndy, chung t6i dugc thém may
nguoi ban: Pinh cing Nguyén, D6 van
Thanh, cyu hoc sanh trudng tu thuc
Nguyén xich Hong xuong hoc, anh Quan
tti Nam Vang dén va Nguyén viét Nguon
khong ro ti dau lai.

Anh Nguon cdi mdt cut ngan, khong
biét sao ma Gia dat cho anh cai biét hiéu
la "6¢ caud”

Sau nay anh Nguyén tung hoc ngoai
Ha Noi vé lam gido su trung hoc, anh
Thanh la nhan vién hanh chanh con anh
Nguon ban thudc tdy lam giau 6 Vinh
Long.

Bai trudng Tét, K€ sang Phap du hoc,
dugc d6i mudi ngan dong bac ra 150
ngan quan.
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Tét vo, Ty dugc mot buc tho cta
K€ rat vui, Ty xem roi trao cho anh em
chuyén tay nhau doc.

Tho rang, K& cung di mot chuyén
tau v4i nhiéu sinh vién, moi anh déu cé
nhiing tu tudng hodc tan tién, hodc hai
hudc.

Réng, dén Paris, K& thi m¢t van bang
tuong duong véi Tu tai Phap (Certificat
équivalent au Bachot), vi rang Thé chién
mdi két thuc khong bao lau, Chanh phu
ban cho thanh nién cdi 4n hu¢ ay ddng
cO sinh vién Dai hoc.

Thi bang ndy, ho cho mét bai luan
van va hai bai toan lam khong mét tri
mot chat, con dich van thi ho cho dich
ra Phap van bai "Cop bi dad" trich trong
truyén "Chuyén doi xua" ctia Truong
Vinh Ky nhu vay:
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"Anh kia con nhé trai, hay cau vui
theo chung ban. Biia ay di choi t6i, khuya
vé kéu ctia. O nha thi c6 nudi mot con
ch6 vén 16n. Biia ay cd con cop t6i rinh
ndm ngoai ctia. Anh ta di choi vé, Igt xot
vo thdy map mg, trdi thi toi, tudng la
con ché vén, nén co chian dap cho mét
dap lan cti: ché meo gi t6i n6 ngdm cam
chang thém sta!

Con cop giut minh, thinh linh that
kinh cong duoi chay mat. Vao nha thay
con ch6 vén hay con, méi biét 1a cop,
gitut minh noi 6¢. T 4y vé sau tdn khong
dam di dém niia.
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Nam nay, mot sO trong anh em chiing
toi du dinh thi Brevet Elémentaire va
Thanh chung, song 6ng thay toan chung
toi, 6ng Ta trung Luong, yéu phoi, thinh
thoang & nha dudng binh.

Thuong thi thay Ngo qudc Thé, tho
ky van phong Hiéu trudng, xudng 16p
gac chung t6i gi 6ng Luong nghi.

Mot khi, 6ng Nguyén van Tam,
Thanh tra tiéu hoc dén gac, ong cho mot
bai toan, noi rang ong "ciing 1a diplome
ma diplome xua".

Noil6p chicé Tran van Chilam dugc,
ong cho tam di€ém va dan Chi diing cho
ai coi bai Chi lam.

Ban dém, chung t6i dot den dau
phong lén "6n nhuan kinh st", hoc mon
dién hoc (Electricité) vi I6p dé tam nién
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chua day mon dé. Thay gac di téi di lui,
thay chung t6i hoc, ciing khong néi gi.

Lép dé nhi nién, Tan va Hiép chuin
bi thi Brevet Elémentaire. Ong Ngfi, gac,
uu dai hai ngudi, cho phép vd phong
ong, md den dién lén ma hoc, moi dém
dén 12 gio.

Thtia linh 6ng Hiéu trudng, thay tam
Nguyén van Cam, mét tuin ba lan, chiéu
day chung t6i ddnh may ch, vi thi sinh
bang Thanh chung cé thé xin thi moén
danh may, dé thém diém, nhu la mot
mon thi tuy y (épreuve facultative).

Anh Déu, T, Hué vdéi toi thay phién
nhau go 16¢ coc, thay Cam goi la «con ga
mo lua».

Thay cang thip cang cao, vi thay da
tuc cau gay chon, mang chiéc giay chon
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trdi cai got cao hon bén chon mat vai
phan.

Phan Viét ngii, 6ng Nguyén khac
Hué cting cho chung t6i dich nhiing bai
kho hon, ai dich bang vin van thi dugc
diém cao hon ngudi dich bang tan van.

T6i con nhé mot bai dai khai nhu
vay:

Ba nguo¢i bang hiiu

Chang kia c6 ba bang htiu: hién thé
chang, tai san va nhiing diéu lam phai.

Biét minh sap vé véi long dat lanh,
chang mdi ba ban hitu dén gia tu.

Hién thé chang khoc va noéi: ‘Néu
chang may anh c6 mang hé ndo, toi sé dé

tang anh va dua anh ra phan mo.

Tai san ctia chang, sau khi thot 16i tu
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gid, to rang anh sé dot cay bach lap sang
trung cho vong hon chang siéu roi, 1én
ngay Thién Dang.

Sau cung, nhiing diéu lam phai ma
chang mai thi hanh, néi: ‘Chung t6i cung
anh khoi gia nhau, anh song, chung toi
1a ban anh, anh chét, chiing t6i vinh vién
theo anh, khong r6i béd anh moét phat..

Thi Brevet Elémentaire

Nién hoc gan cham dut, chung toi
cung cac gido su chup chung moét tam
hinh, song khong t& chtic 1€ tat nién, doc
chuc tu va rugu banh.

Thilén I6p xong, chung t6i sdu nguoi
chuén bilén dang thi Brevet Elémentaire:
Ty, Hué, T, Déu, Vinh vdi toi.
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Anh t6i dem t6i dén tam tra ndi
nha anh ky Phan vdn Tuoi 6 hém Larey-
niere (Poan thi Diém). Thi noi trudng
Su pham gan Thao cam vién, tuc 1a Tong
Nha Trung Tiéu hoc hién thai.

Bai dm t4 khong kho, hai bai todn,
toi chi lam mot bai thoi, va c¢6 gang lam
bai ludn van c6 nhiéu y tudng va it 10i.
Dau dé nhu vay:

«Dites comment vous vous compor-
tez envers les animaux» (Cac anh hay té
cach doi xu véi loai vat nhu thé nao).

Thi xong, dém ay t6i chiém bao
thay niém yét danh sach thi sinh trung
tuyén trudc ctia truong Chasseloup Lau-
bat. Toi lay ngon tay tré do tu trén xudng
dudi, roi lai do tré 1én ma khong thay tén
toi.
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Tinh gidc ndng, téi doan rdng toi
rét vi 6 lan t6i chiém bao thay anh toi
cung toi di dao, gdp mdt ngudi dan ba
nam dudi mai hién dip cai mén trang.
Anh t6i néi nguoi dé6 nam ngu, via toi
cai la ngudi 4y binh. Lé, vé nha, t6i hay
tin ngay do, thang d6, ma t6i dau va nam
dap cai mén trang ...

Qua that, Hué véi Ty thi dau, con toi
vGi ba anh kia déu trgt tuot.

Thi bang Thanh chung

Khan géi tré vé truong, chuin bj thi
Diplome (bang Thanh chung). Ciing sau
thi sinh nhu ct.

Ky thi vao dau thang bay nam 1922.
Ném 4y, Nha Hoc chanh stia d6i thé
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thidc thi lam bai giai doan. Giai doan
1 1a thi hai bai am t& va luan vdn; phai
du diém méi dugc thi ti€p may bai kia,
trong giai doan 2. Giai doan dau goi la
«Sous-admissibilité», xin dich 1a “tam
trang cach’”

Giai doan 2, thi may bai todn, ly, hoda,
van vat, ludn vin bdng Viét ngd, vé va
viét dep. Thi sinh trung cach goi la “ad-
missible” dugc vao giai doan 3, la khau
dap (oral) va du diém la thi dadu (admis-
sion définitive).

Toi viét am ta dudng nhu khong co
16i nao va lam ludn van cling tam dugc.
Dau dé ho cho vé su loi ich cua “thud tu”
nhu vay:

«Commentez cette pensée:

«Lordre économise le temps,



276 1 Béo Ven B

conserve les choses et crée de bonnes ha-
bitudes».

(Cac anh hay binh luan tu tuéng nay:

Thu tu tiét kiém ngay gio, giti gin
moi vat va tao nhiing thoi quen tot).

Ty TU, Hué véi t6i qua lot cua ai dia
dau, tdi nghiép Déu véi Vinh that vong!

Vinh tim t6i trao cho mot cai hinh
nhd vé mot chum nho ¢4 14, dé téi dung,
néu chu khéo cho vé «décoration» (trang
tri). Toi cdm dong, cdm on anh.

SO thi sinh trén ba trdm ngudi ma
tam trung cach cd 125 thoi.

Chung t6i vao giai doan 2: may bai
ly, hda, van vat... t6i déu lam dugc, mac

dau khong xuit sac.

Pén todn la mdn yéu kém cua toi;
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chung t6i 1a hoc sanh 16p ba ndm ma ho
cho hai dau dé, mot vé hinh hoc (géomé-
trie), mot vé s6 hoc (arithmétique), déu
thudc chuong trinh «l6p bon nam». Cé
1€ ho ¢6 y loai nhiing thi sinh md&i hoc
nam thu ba (nhu chang t6i) ma da thi
bang Thanh chung.

Chét toi roi! Toi d6 mo6 hoi hot, chang
hiéu hai cai dau dé ti gi ca.

Poc di doc lai, c6 moi 6¢c nhé may
cubn sach toan minh da xem. Roi, bai
thd nhut, t6i viét vai ba cau; bai thi nhi,
lam dugc sau bay hang.

Toi gac but; du thai gio, toi tham vai
Ptic Quan Thé Am B6 tat ctiu khé ctu
nan, gia ho t6i dugc may man...

V€ nha, t6i cO tdng cho may bai kia
nhiing diém t6i da (theo t6i), song cong
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lai cting khong dt s6 diém d€ dau véi hai
bai toan ma t6i cho rong raila "1 diém".

Nhung t6i chiém bao - lai chiém
bao! - bén tai nghe ving vang tiéng ai
kéu: Dao van H. ..., Dao vian H.

Toi c6 chut dinh hy vong.

SO ky danh tdi 1a 285. Nghe 6ng cha
khao kéu: 260... 265... 272... tdi hét hon,
vi r6t nhiéu qua.

279...ké 285, bao van H.... T6i muing
qud, ngd anh t6i ma cudi. Anh ciing da
nghe xuéng tén anh trudc roi.

Trang cach giai doan nay (admis-
sible) chi c6 70 thoi.

Két qua tuyén b6 budi sém mai,
chiéu thi sinh vao phan khau dap.
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Ky thi 4y, 6ng gido su Nguyén trung
Thang chung tdi cling lam giam khao,
song ho chi nhd 6ng cham bai va hoi vé
Viét ngli ma thoi.

Thay t6i mac dong phuc hoc sanh,
hai 6ng gidm khao hach Phéap van (doc
sach va gidi nghia, lecture expliquée)
la 6ng Coué véi 6ng Assan Achou, hoi
toi hoc trudng nao, t6i thua la hoc sanh
trung hoc My Tho.

Hai ong van rang sao t6i khong co
thé nha trudng cap cho. Toi trinh cai
gidy phép ong Hi¢u truong, ho khong
nhdén; t6i phai chay di «vién» 6ng Thang
dén nhan téi la hoc sanh My Tho, ho méi
chiu.

Thi todn v6i 6ng Angeli, Ky su Hoa
do.
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Anh t6i ng6i mai coi t6i thi lam sao,
vi toi «cli» qua, chua dam thi. Téi bao
anh di noi khac dang t6i thi

May nh¢ chu vi Than linh nén t6i thi
cling sudn sé moi mon.

Nam ay, c6 mot thi sinh Lao thi dau,
1a Nguyén van Katay, me Viét nén lay ho
Nguyén, cha 1a 6ng Katay:.

Bay muoi thi sinh vao khau dap, chi
céd mot anh r6t ma thoi, 1a vi, trua ay, anh
nam ngoai vudn Bo-ré (vudn Tao Pan
hién nay), gi6 hiu hiu mat mé, trén coi
mong anh tha hon lén. Chiing thic giac,
anh hoang hon chay vao trudng thi thi
chu khao da tuyén b két qua rai!

Anh t6i v6i Ty dau hang binh thu
(assez bien), con Hué, Tu véi t6i, hang
thi (passable).
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Va sau dd, anh t6i cho t6i biét rang,
hai bai toan, 6ng Angéli cho t6i ¥ diém,
hé s6 31a 1% diém, nho may bai kia diém
cao nén khoi rét.

C6 phai la nho Bo tat ctiu toi chang?
Cho nén, sau ra & doi, khi nao nhiém vu
bat budc to6i phai cham thi, khong bao
gio toi tang ai con s6 "khong" (0) cho thi
sinh phai rét, chi trii khi ho nap mot to
gidy trang thi khong thé 1am thé nao ctu
ho duoc.

Vé My Tho, Ty véi t6i vo trudng lay
ruong, lén van phong tham hai 6ng La-
fuste va Motais, hai 6ng vui miing nggi
khen, hoi ching to6i tinh lam gi?
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Thua: - Chung t6i ti€p tuc hoc ban
T tai bon xd.

Tiéng hat trén song

Anh t6i v6i toéi di Nhut Tao (nay la
An Nhuyt Tan) tham than phu chang t6i
dang thu don noi do, trinh két qua ngudi
mung.

Nhut Tao 1a mot thi tran nho nam
tréen song Vam Co dong la noi, ndm
1861, ghi chién cong oanh liét cua vi anh
hung Nguyén trung Truc dot chiéc tau
«Lespérance» quan doi Phap vién chinh.

G choi vai ngay, dao khip d6 day,
anh em t6i vé€ chau thanh, moét budi chiéu
mat mé.
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Tu Nhut Tao dén tinh ly Tan An
muoi hai cay s6 ngan. Anh em di b dén
bén do Chu Tiét vao khoang ndm gio
chiéu.

Noi day, ddm mua to via dtt hot,
song con phdy phdy hat mua tro. Bau
tréi u am, khi troi lanh lanh, tau chudi,
la dtia run ray.

Anh em t6i xudng chiéc do ngang.

Po ra gitia song, trén song phang
phat dam suong mu. Bong chi cheo do
cat tiéng hat:

Ho o... 6 doi mudn su cua chung, ¢
0 0... Hon nhau mot tiéng anh hiing ma
thoi.

Dem chudng di danh xui nguidi, J 0...
Chang kéu ciing ddnh mot hoi cho kéu.
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Giong hadt thanh tao trén song vang,
khi khdi hung hon lam cho chung t6i nhin

nhau suy nghi dén trach nhiém nam nhi.

Ho o... Nén ra tay kiém tay cd, 6 6 0
Chdng nén thi ché chdang nhd tay ai. Lam
trai cho ddng nén trai,

Xuong dong, dong tinh, lén doai, doai
yén.
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PHAN II1
BAN TU TAI SAI GON
1922 - 1924
VA 1925 - 1926

1. Lop dé nhit nién - Ta tai bon xi
-1922 -1923
Ba ndm tr¢i trung dang My Tho troi

qua mau le v6i nhiing ky niém vui budn
con ¢ mai trong ky uc.
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Anh em tdi cung d4u bang Thanh
chung moét lugt, anh t6i la trai truong
trong nha, phai di lam dang gitip d6 song
than to6i luc tudi gia, anh xin bo ding
lam gido vién dugc b6 nhiém day hoc tai
truong So hoc Lai Thiéu, tinh Thu dau
mot, nay la Binh Duong.

Con tdi, méi mudi bay tudi dau, chua
lam gi dugc, ma va anh t6i nhut dinh t6i
phai hoc hai nam ban Tu tai bon xd, roi
tiép tuc ban Cao dang ngoai Ha Noi ba
nam.

Thé la anh t6i xin hoc bdng cho toi
va trung tuan thang chin nam 1922, t6i
nhap hoc trudng Chasseloup Laubat,
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nam dé nhit nién, ngi chung mot lau va
ngodi chung mdt phong hoc véi may anh
dé nhi nién.

Noi day, t6i xin phdc hoa doi hang
vé ban Ta tai bdn xu, tiéng Phap goi 1a
Enseignement Secondaire local, va Ban
Cao dang Ha Noi.

Ta tai bon xu

Néu t6i nhé khong lam thi ban Tu
tai nay lap nam 1920, thdi gian hoc hai
nam, chudn bi cho nhiing hoc sanh trung
hoc da do bang Thanh chung hodc bang
Phéap Brevet Elémentaire ma muon tié€p
tuc theo hoc nghanh chuyén moén noi
truong Cao dang Ha Noi (Université de
Ha Noi).
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Chuong trinh Ta tai bon xt la mot
chuong trinh hon tap (ching t6i hoi do6
goi la chuong trinh « td bin lu ») hoc
nhiéu mon: van chuong, toan phap, khoa
hoc, st dia, mdn nao ciing hoc nhiéu va
khd, hoc sudt tuan khong nghi ngoi.

Nam dé nhut va dé nhi nién ban Ta
tai Viét tuong duong vé6i Seconde va Pre-
miére ban Tu tai Phap (Baccalauréat de
I'Enseignement Secondaire), bén nay chi
hon bén kia c6 mon Anh van ma duoc
cai chuong trinh dang hoang khong qua
nang nhoc, lai chia lam may ban, tiiy kha
ndng hoc sanh:

Ban A: Grec-Latin (Hy lap, La tinh);

Ban B: Latin-Langues (La tinh, Sinh
ngti);

Ban C: Latin-Sciences (La tinh, Khoa
hoc);
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Ban D: Sciences-Langues (Khoa hoc,
Sinh ngii).

Bén Tu tai bon xti, hoc sanh nao ciing
phai gidi cd todn phap lan vin chuong
mdi mong cudi ndm thd hai khoa hoc
chiém cai bang Tu tai bon xu goi la «Bac-
calauréat de 'Enseignement secondaire
local» hay «Bachot local», dé roi, ruong
trdp ra tdin Ha thanh hoc ban Cao dang,
tot nghiép v€ lam 6ng Tham, phu ta quan
Phé chua tinh, Y si Dong duong, Phu
td quan Doc t6 ngudi Phap va Can sy
chuyén mon, phu sy quan Ky su ngudi
Phap...

Bang Ta tai Phap chi hon Ta tai
bon xti c6 phan thi hai (2¢ partie) Toan
(Mathématiques Elémentaires) hay Triét
(Philosophie) thé ma gia tri cia hai manh
bang khac xa nhau biét bao nhiéul!
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Chi vi lac bay gio, bao Phap ngii
ctia ngudi Viét nhu t& «La Tribune In-
dochinoise» (Dong duong dién dan) cua
Bui quang Chiéu va «CEcho Annamite»
(Nam Viét hudng truyén) ctia Nguyén
phan Long cong kich Chanh pht thuéc
dia thi hanh chdnh sach ngu dan (obs-
curantisme), binh dién (plan horizontal)
trén manh dat Viét Nam khén khé nay
dé dé bé cai tri.

Thé cho nén, tuan linh Pha Toan
quyén, Nha Hoc chanh hap tap lap ra
ban Ta tai bon xd v6i mot chuong trinh
va viu, ndng né, nhoi so (bourrage de
crane).

Truong Dai hoc Ha Noi

Bay gio, chung t6i xin dé cap dén
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trudong nay. Trudng gom co cdc nganh
chuyén mon sau day:

~ Truong Cong chanh (Ecole des Tra-
vaux Publics), ngudi Bac goi 1a Trudng
Luc 19, dao tao nhiing 6ng Ddc cong
(Agent technique). Thoi gian hoc la hai
nam.

Sau, vé6i thoi gian hoc tap lau hon
va mon hoc rong rai hon, danh ti Phép
ngu dugc sta doi la Adjoint technique,
Agent Voyer, Ingénieur-Adjoint, chang
biét dich ra Viét ngit thé nao cho dung,
chi nhé 6 Nam Ky chung t6i goi la ong
Doc cong, ong Truong tién ...

May 6ng nay nhiém vu cao hon va
luong bong cling kha hon 6ng Agent
technique.

Sau thdi cudc 45, danh ti Ky su méi
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xuat hién va dugc ap dung cho tat cd may
ong xudt than noi trudng Cong chanh ci
& Ha No6i hay du hoc ngoai quoc vé.

— Trudng Phdp chanh (Ecole de Droit
et dAdministration)

Ban déu, sinh vién c6 bang Thanh
chung hoc ba niam. Trudng dao tao
nhting 6ng Tham tda Hanh chanh (Com-
mis des Services civils).

Nam 1926, Trudng doi tén 1a «Cao
hoc Dong duong» (Hautes Etudes Indo-
chinoises) bat budc phai cé bang Tu tai
Phap, ra trudng bé lién chiic Huyén. Va
ndm 1933, bai bo trudng Cao hoc Dong
duong, dao tao Luat khoa Ct nhan.

— Trudng Cao dang Su pham (Ecole
Supérieure de Pédagogie). Hoc ba nam,
dao tao nhiing gido su Trung Hoc.



58 W s B o ] 293

Trudng gom hai khoa:
a/ Toan phap va khoa hoc;
b/ Van chuong va su dia.

~ Trudng Y khoa (Ecole de Méde-
cine) hoc bon nam. Sinh vién tot nghiép
ban dau dugc chiic «kMédecin auxiliaire»,
tam goi la «Y si phu ta», sau d6i la Y si
bong duong (Médecin Indochinois).

Vao khoang 1925-26 vé€ sau, sinh
vién c6 bang Ta tai Phap hoc thi Y khoa
Bac si (Docteur en Médecine). Con may
TG 16 can thi van la Médecin Indochinois
va ting quyén 6ng ban Docteur en Mé-
decine, mdc dau hoc luc cd hai tuong
duong nhau va c6 khi 6ng Médecin In-
dochinois con giéi vé phan thuc hanh
(pratique) hon 6ng Docteur en Méde-
cine ntia!
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~ Tridng Dugc khoa (Ecole de Phar-
macie) hoc bon ndm, tao nhiing Dugc su
bong duong (Pharmacien Indochinois).

~ Trudng Thu y (Ecole Vétérinaire),
thaoi gian hoc la bon ndm. Sinh vién tot
nghiép dugc bé nhiém Thu y si Dong
duong (Vétérinaire Indochinois).

— Trudng Cao ding Thuong mai
(Ecole Supérieure de Commerce) day
hai ndm, dao tao nhiing tay chuyén mon
bd ban toan tinh 14i 16.

— Sau cung la Truong Cao ding
Canh nong (Ecole Supérieure d’Agricul-
ture). Sinh vién hoc ba nam, t6t nghiép
dugc bo nhiém Can sy Canh nong, hodc
Quan thta Thay lam (Conservateur des
Eaux et Foréts).
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To6i xin trd lai 16p hoc chung t6i.

Trén 16p dé nhi nién, toi gap lai anh
Lé van Chi. Va chung t6i lam quen véi
may anh Bui van Thanh, Lé van Xuyén,
Truong cong Vinh, Trinh tan Truyén,
Huynh vdn Lién, Huynh van Linh, Poan
ba Loc, Lé quan Thiét, Tran van Khueé,
Phan thanh Cac... tat cd déu cham hoc va
hoc gidi.

Lép dé nhut ban D, Tua tai Phéap (Pre-
miere Sciences-Langues) chi c6 ba anh
Nguyén khac Dan, Phan tdn Thiét va
Nguyén kién B4, cling la nhiing tay kién
tudng, oanh liét mot thoi.

Pé nhit nién l6c coc chung t6i, ban
dau gdm hai muoi mot hoc sanh, chia
lam 4 nhom:
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— Nhoém thu nhut: H6 van Nha,
Nguyén van Nhu, Tran van Thach, Tu
chan Canh, Nguyén vin Ky, Lai van Ch,
Duong tdn Canh, 1a «d4n» dé tam va dé
td nién Xach xo lu 16 ba, budc qua;

— Nhém tht hai von ven c6 bon tén:
Nguyén van Ty, Ly binh Hué, Lam véan
T véi to6i Dao van Hoi, & My Tho 1én;

— Nhém thu ba, cuu hoc sanh Ta-
berd, dong hon: Lé van Quyén, Lé vin
Qui, Pham van Lam, Ly cong Qudn,
Duong an An, Tran quang D¢, Pham van
Ba;

— Va nhém thd tu: Phan van Ban,
Pham truong Xuan, Nguyén hdo Pang,
toi quén khong ro tu dau dén.
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Sach

Pa la hoc sanh 16p 16n thi phai hoc
sach cao va nhiéu hon; 6ng Giam doc
tho vién phat cho chung t6i nhiing sach
cG bon, nam tram truong sap 1én.

Toi xin chép vai tén sach ra day cho
cac ban tré hoc sanh thuong thuc.

Sach doc c6 hai cudn: van van va tan
van, soan gia 1a Marcou, chung toi goi
la «Marcou - Prosateurs» va «Marcou -
Poetes».

SO hoc va dai s0 hoc (Arithmétique,
Algebre) thi céd cuon H. Commissaire,
kh¢ that kinh cho b 6c khong c6 khiéu
toan hoc nhu to6i.

Chung t6i lai lanh sach:

Phap st, caa Ch. Seignobos, song
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Seignobos khong hay, chung t6i thich
sach cua Albert Malet hon, viét rat hay,
1o rang, nhiéu tai liéu.

Gido su Albert Malet tu tran nam
1915.

bia ly dai cuong (Géographie
générale) cua Lespagnol.

Van hoc (Littérature) thi cé cudn
Paul Crouzet, bia cting, gidy lang, hinh
nhiéu.

Van vat hoc (Histoire naturelle) ctua

E.Caustier va Pizon.

«Véan pham gian di va day du cho céac
16p » (Grammaire simple et complete
pour toutes les classes) ctia P. Crouzet.

Sau, Ong gido su chung toi la ong
Georges Coulet, phé binh, cudi:
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— Da la don gian thi lam sao day du
dugc, ma dung cho 16p nam (5¢) 16p
sau (6¢) thi khong dung cho 16p nhi, 16p
nhut (Seconde, Premiere) duoc.

Giao su

Hoéi dusi My Tho, trong may ong
gido su, chi c6 6ng Do Dziang la c6 bang
Cu nhan ly héa va van vat hoc, con
may ong kia cé van bang Brevet Supé-
rieur nhu 6ng Hiéu truéng Lafuste, dng
Huynh van Chg; Tu tai Phap Todn hoc
la 6ng Luong, van chuong 1a Motais de
Narbonne va Joyeux. Ong Thing t&t
nghiép trudng Cao dang Su pham.

Lén day, gido su chung tdi toan la Cd
nhan va c¢6 Boutron Damazy, Thac si st
dia. Vay méi xing dang la thay nhiing
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hoc sanh Trung hoc dé nhi cap chd!

Ban dau, chung t6i hoc Phdp van
chung vé6i hoc sanh 16p Seconde D, ban
Ta tai Phdp, bon nam anh tay, vai c6 dam,
trong dd co cd Kieffer, than hinh can doi,
thiét dep.

Gido su la 6ng Humbert Hesse, Cu
nhan van chuong, ban Triét hoc. Ong
cao 16n, dep ngudi, ndi nang hoat bat,
dudng nhu 6ng ta thich noéi chuyén véi
hoc sanh hon la day hoc, nhut 1a noéi
chuyén véi hai c6 dam.

Mot hém, gis doc sach, 6ng hoi hai
c6 chon vi hon phu nhu thé ndo. Chang
biét hai c6 tra 16i lam sao ma 6ng dan
tich "Le Héron" (Con c0) trong quyén
ngu ngon cua van hao La Fontaine ra so
sanh. Dai khai bai 4y nhu vay:
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"Ngay kia, chu co di tim vat thuc. N6
gap dudi suoi con ca nay, loai ca kia, né
déu ché tat ca, khong xting dang cho no
XOl.

Sau clung, trdi da trua, ca 16i di hét,
co ta déi qud, lay lam sung suéng ma gap
mot con Oc buu."

May c6 gai qua kén chong ciing thé.
Cau nao dén cau hon, co cling ché. Bén
chting tudi xuén da qua,

"Elle fut tout heureuse et tout aise
de rencontrer un malotru”. (Co lay lam
sung suéng ma gap mot ké tuc tdn).

Chung t6i mim cudi, khinh tham
mot nha mo6 pham c¢6 ct chi nhu thé.

Ong cho mot dau dé, cit nghia so so
r6i bdo chung t6i lam cdi dan bai (plan),
khong can dién ta. Bai gbp cho 6ng, 6ng
khong cham.
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Ong bao doc sach cho hay, ttic nhién
hiéu roi, khong can giai thich dai dong
lam chi, va 6ng bao phac hoa trong mot
tap vO cdi canh ta ra trong sach.

Ong gép mot dong tip 6m vé nha va
phé binh trong méi btic hoa don so cta
chung t6i: «Assez exact» (gan dung).

Hoc vai thang chung t6i khong tan
phat chat nao, thugng cip chuyén ong
Hesse, va ong gido su Georges Coulet
dén thé.

Ong ndy thao Viét ngii, cd soan may
quyén sach bang Phép vin: «Les Socié-
tés secrétes en Annam» (Cac héi kin
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Annam), «Le théatre annamite» (Hat bd
Annam).

Sau 6ng thi dau Tan si Van chuong
bén Phap.

Tanh 6ng hién lanh, vui vé, mac do
kin ¢6 ludn, nhu 6ng gia Morel ching t6i
dudi My Tho.

Ong Coulet budc ching t6i hoc
nhiéu, soan bai doc k¥, gidi nghia tu chi
tli cau, lai noi vé van pham, cach hanh
van...

Ong stia bai rét git, bat tli 16i nho,
ong bao rang hoc sanh ban Tu tai khong
nén lam 16i vé€ Phap van niia, ma phai
viét cho trung (correct).

Mot lan, anh Nguyén khac Dan (Pre-

miére D) lam mot bai ludn van vé «Le
Misanthrope» (Ké chan doi) ctia Moliere
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tién sanh; 6ng thay phé «bien» (hay) hai
ba chd, song anh Déan lam cdi 16i nho:
chit «intrigue» (cach b6 cudc) gidong cai,
ma anh viét lam la giong duc, anh viét
«Il est faible, cet intrigue» (Cach bo cudc
nay yéu) thay vi «Elle est faible, cette in-
trigue».

Thé la 6ng Doulet ban cho anh c6
bay diém trén hai muci (7 / 20)!

Ong budc ching toi chép m4y bai thi
hay cua van si Phap, dong lai thanh tép,
hoc thudc long, goi 1a «Anthologie de
la poésie francaise» (Thi van Phap trich
diém).

Poc thi cé giong hon hét 1a Nga va
Thach, nhtt 1a Tran van Thach doc thi,
khi thi hting hon, khi thi cdm dong, nén
sau Thach lam chinh tri, tting dién thuyét
trudc quan chung.
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Gido su todan phdp chung t6i 1a o6ng
Gioan, ngudi trung trung, manh mé,
néi mau le, d€ rau moi trén, an mac chai
chuot, ba vg 6ng la gido su héi hoa cho
cac 16p.

C6 hom, 6ng bon than 6m vo trudng
mot bd hoa dang ba Gioan phat cho hoc
sanh.

Mot bita, anh Nga ching giai (dé-
montrer) mot bai vé s6 hoc trén béang,
anh D¢ lo lang ngd ra ngoai san, 6ng
Gioan kéu héi anh lam nhu anh Nga
dugc khong, anh bao la khong dugc.

Ong gido noi:
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— Vay thi sao anh lai khong chu y
nghe?

Ba Gioan dep lam, khuén mdt bau
bau, nudc da trang dd, dong dong cao,
toc cham vai uén don song, nhut la ban
tay ba diu nhiu, giong néi thanh tao.

Lam cho Tl chan Cénh trong phong
hoc thot ra nhiing y nghi khong dugc
ding dan; anh Lé vian Xuyén ngdi ban
trén quay dau xudng bat «phdt» Canh:

— Ba Gioan la thay toa, tro muodn thay
1a mot tdi, ba 1a vo thay toa, tréo mudn vg
thay 1 hai t6i. Biét chua? An nam sam
hoi di la viia!

Toi véi Ty ngdi chung ban véi Canh,
cudi khi.
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Ong Gioan day dugc ntia niam thi
doi, ong Pasqualini, gido su thac si lai
thé, ong la ngudi & ddo Corse, mdt Hon
dédo & Dia trung hai va la moét tinh cta
Phap.

Ong t4c trung nhing map map, mit
tron, tran cao, cam tron, an n6i hoa huén,
khong hé néng gian, mac dau day todn la
mot mon dé lam cho gido su n6i nong.

Bala gido su cti nhan khoa hoc, dugc
bé nhiém lam Hiéu trudng trudng Ni
trung hoc bon xti (College de jeunes filles
indigenes), tuc goi la «Trudng do tim» vi
nd sanh trudng nay mdc dong phuc do
tim dai. Nay la Trudng N trung hoc Gia
Long.
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Ong Pasqualini day rat hay va mic
dau minh khong c6 khiéu vé toan phap
cling c6 gang theo dugc. Doi khi, 6ng
vui mi¢éng thuat chuyén ong thi Thac si,
minh nghe ma ngan.

Rdng cudc thi van bdng cao nht
nudc Phap ndy goi 1a «Concours d’Agré-
gation» vi day chdng nhiing la mot cudc
canh tranh gitta thi sinh, ma con phai
da diém méi dau. SO gido su Thac sibén
Phap c6 han dinh, ndm nao c6 nhiing
ong huu tri hay tU tran, Chanh pht méi
md& cudc thi d€ bd sung vao so thiéu.

Cuoc thi c6 bon bai:

Ba bai viét va mot bai thuc tap, day
mot 16p trung hoc va khiu dép. Ban giam
khao toan la gido su Thac si c6 chan tai.

Bai viét moi bai thi sau tiéng dong
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ho, tu bdy dén mudi ba gid, an udng
trong 16p, di tiéu di ti€u c6 ngudi theo
canh chling.

Bai thuc tap, nhan dugc dau dé roi,
thi sinh dugc chudn bi trong ba tiéng
dong ho va, sudt ba tiéng, day hoc va
chiu phan khau dap.

b6 la cudc thi Thac si ma ong
Pasqualini thuat lai ndm 1925, cach day
gan nam muoi nam, bay gid cé 1é da thay
doi.

Cho nén oOng Barthélemy, gido su
day vdn chuong trudng Dai hoc Su
pham ngoai Ha Noi, da c6 lan thanh tra
ong Nguyén trung Thang duéi My Tho,
chi nhting chd sai lam trong cuén Van
hoc (Littérature) ctia 6ng Charles Des-
granges va ndi rang:
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— Khong c6 gi la, vi toi dau Thac siso
1, con Ong ta do so 6.

Day st dia chung t6i c6 c6 Boutron
Damazy, doc than, 6m nhd, la gido su
Thac si st dia.

Co day cting kha hip dan, va dé nhut
tam cd nguyét, toi thi st dia ding dau,
v6i 16 va 15 diém. Toi géi tho cho ong
Thang hay, 6ng phuc dap, rat hai long va
khuyén khich toi.

Sau cung, t6i xin ndi dén Ong
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Franchini, gido su khoa hoc chung toi,
kiém nhiém chuc Téng giam thi. Ong c6
bang Ct nhan van vét hoc, song 6ng day
chung t6i ca ba mon ly, hda va van vat
hoc.

Co ngudi ndi dng vi thi nghiém nén
hoi ac xit (acide) x0ng 1én lam cai mat
ong ¢ u c6 nan.

Tanh 6ng hién kho, khung khung,
khong phat ai bao gid, day siéng nang,
nhtt la 6ng rat thich van vat hoc, dng
dung phan mau vé hinh trén bang, muc
mau vé trén gidy trang day, day dua chi
tiét.

Ong Joubin, Téng thanh tra, dén
xét truong Chasseloup Laubat, nham
gio chung t6i hoc hoa hoc, 6ng qué Ong
Franchini sau khong thi nghiém cho hoc
sanh xem, dng Franchini dap:
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— Téi la gido su van vat hoc, nao co
phai la gido su ly hda dau!

Ong Joubin 1 Thac si khoa hoc, mit
may nghiém trang, trdan rong, téc hoa
ram, ham rau hét nhon duéi cam, cip
mat thong minh.

Ong Pasqualini phuc 6ng 1dm, noi
vGi chung toi:

— Ong Joubin chi thiéu mot phong
thi nghiém 1a 6ng tré thanh mét nha bac
hoc. (Il ne lui manque d’'un laboratoire
pour étre savant).

Trén céc vi gido su la 6ng Bouault,
Thac si st dia, 6ng cao 16n, map map,
con ba vg thi 6m nhom, nhd xiu.
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Ong rét gidi vin chiiong, hoi 6ng day
ngoai Ha Noi, trudng trung hoc Albert
Sarraut, ong cling la mdt tay “htiu hang”.

Cac ban toi

Trén day, toi c6 ké tén cac ban chung
toi, bay gio ai c6 dic diém chi toi xin néu
1én cho vui.

Hoi ching t6i hoc & My Tho, Nguyén
van Ty thua Ho van K€ vé Phap vén, con
toan phap va khoa hoc thi qua mat Ké
ludn. Lén Sai Gon, Ty gdp noi Nga mot
doi thu 1o hai v€ hai phuong dién: Phap
van lan toan phap.

Ho6 van Nga ngudi Can Pudc, nam
1921-1922, hoc 16p dé tam nién trudng
Chasseloup Laubat, ddu bang Thanh
chung hang binh thu (assez bien).
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Anh so khi to, trdn rOng, mdt xuong,
vui vé, hién hau, t6i khong nghe anh ndi
mot 161 16 mang, doi dai véi anh em hoa
nha luén, moén nao anh cling gioi, cho
dén mon hdi hoa anh ciing hay.

Anh da thong minh lai cham hoc
nén khong ai theo kip anh.

Mot sém mai chuaa nhyt, anh Huynh
van Lién ngo6i gac chon 1én ban thoi 6ng
tiéu, Nga vé anh Lién giong hét, ai xem
cling tuc cuoi.

Tanh hanh anh rat tot, khong bao
gio anh chi trich gido su, phan doi thay
gac. That la mdt hoc sanh kiéu mau.

Anh thuoéng ngam may cau tho:
Troi toi xa nha thém lac 16,

Mua phiin gié bdc liic dém dong;
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Khoan khoan ai do, dving chon hdi:
Trung hiéu dang ndy, co phdi khong?
Toi con ¢6 dip ndi dén anh.

— Nguyén van Ty da ndi danh tu
trudng So hoc Tan An, hoc bai lam bai
ky luéng, anh mua giay tot lam bai, viét
chii go gam nhu viét écriture, gido su
chua cham bai ma cam lay da hai long.

Song Ty khong c6 stic khoe, ho gan
gan luon, trong tu thudng truc nhiing
thudc b phéi, nhu Tricalcine chang
han. Anh em chtng t6i néi rang Ty ding
t6i dau la tién thudc 1én dén do.

Ty tanh xai to; c6 lan, dé cho Ty lanh
16 sach bén Phép qua, than phu Ty phai
ban moét con bo. Va bai truong, Ty ché
sach vé, nhiéu cudn chua roc ra.
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Nga va Ty la nhiing nhan tai Viét
Nam, tt So hoc dén Dai hoc chua ném
mui chua cay thi héng.

Khong biét cai xuong c6 chong cai
dau ctia Thach thé nao ma khi Thach cui
xuong viét hay doc sach, vi anh ta cén
thi, cai dau anh lac qua lac lai nhe nhe.

Thach thong minh, viét Phap van
gioi, cach hanh van diac biét khong
giong ai; muoi sau tudi do bang Brevet
Elémentaire, luc bdy gio cling goi la do
dat sém.

Thach c6 giong doc rat hay, truyén
cam, nhut la doc thi, ai nghe cting thich.
Co lan, Thach pha 6ng Franchini mot
mach, 1a vi Ong qua hién, nén Thach méi
dam “1ong”.

Thach hoi:
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— Thua 6ng, vi sao khi ta tiéu tién, lai
rung minh?

Ong gia tram ngam mot phut, vuot
b6 rau cam, noi:

— Co 1€ d6 1a mot sy ngau nhién.
Chung t6i dong cudi.

Pham vdn Ba choi duong cam ¢6
hang, anh tat tiéng, giong ndi khao khao,
chuin bi thi Brevet Supérieur.

Tu chian Canh, con mo6t nha triéu
phu & Long Xuyén, an mdc banh bao, cdi
mii do lom, chung t6i goi la “Canh mii

do”

Nguyén hdo Dang, em 6ng Nguyén
hdo Vinh, cht nha in “Xua nay”; Dang rat
banh trai, bo tich qui phai, duéng nhu 1a
nhan tinh nhan ngai cua c6 Antonia, nii
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sinh 16p Seconde. C6 nay dep lam, song
than minh khong dugc hap dan.

Anh Truong cong Vinh, 16p dé nhi
nién Tu tai bén xd, phé binh rang:

— Cai dau c6 Antonia trén cai minh
co Kieffer thi that la tuyét my!

Ly cong Quan, cao 16n giénh giang,
Tu dat anh la “Ly khong can”

Ng6 van Dién, ong Charvet goi la
Ng6 van Dén, ching t6i kéu “Ving Dén’”.

Duong tdn Canh lun, manh mé,
danh banh vgt tai, 6ng Coulet kéu anh
Duong tan Canh, chung t6i sta lai la
“tuéng canh”.

Ban chung t6i c6 anh Cocsol ttic Ko-
sal, ngudi Mién, cuu hoc sanh trudng
Sisowath, con moét vi dau tinh (Gouver-
neur de province).
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Kosal lin, map, mdt tron, tanh binh
thudng khong quau quo, viét Phap vin
khong hay nhung rat tring van pham.

Chung t6i héi:

— Cap duon la gi?

Anh ta dap:

— La chat dau ngudi Annam.
Chung t6i ho to:

— Cap Kosal! Cap Kosal!
Anh ta cudi.

Nhiéu "cong tu" Lao va Cao Mién
xuong Sai Gon hoc, nhd hoc bong cta
Chanh pht Hoang gia; bai trudng, hoc
sanh Viét Nam ai v€ tinh ndy, bon Tay
ra ngoai thanh, con may cau Lao & ludn
trong trudng, don, doc sich, da banh,
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danh banh vgt, ra ngoai choi rdi vo dn
com, ngu.

La vi, thud ay, con dudng giao tho-
ng duy nhtt ti Nam Ky lén hai thanh
phd 16n nhit Lao la Vientiane va Luang-
Prabang la Song Ctiu Long, v6i nhiéu
thac nudc to, dai.

Thanh tht, muon vé Lao, phai di xe
Itta xudéng My Tho r6i ddp tau thuy 1én
Nam Vang (PnomPenh) ngugc dong
song Ctiu Long ma 1én Lao.

buong song nguy hiém kho khan,
viia dén kinh d6 Van Tugng (Vientiane)
thi ngay tyu trudng da tdi, 1at dat ruong
trap ma xuong Sai Gon.

Nhu thé, vé lam chi, & chang ding
may ngay, tha la luu tra noi truéng thong
tha.
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Luc trudc, hoc sanh trudong Chas-
seloup Laubat chia lam "quartier euro-
péen" (L6p Au chau), mic 4u phuc, gobm
nhiing 16p Triét (Philosophie) v6i Toan
(Mathématiques Elémentaires) dén l6p
mudi moét (11¢). Hoc sanh noi tra an
com tay, déng hoc phi cao; va "quartier
indigéne" (16p bon xti) tii 16p dé ti nién
ban Thanh chung sap xudéng dé nhut
nién, hoc sanh ndi tra mac d6 Viét, an
com Viét, dong hoc phi ré hon.

Tu nam 1922, vat thuc cad hai bén
cung mat thi v6i nhau va tién an & cling
nhu nhau.

Pong thadi, nhiing danh ti "quartier
européen’, "quartier indigene" dugc bai
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bd, vi chii «indigéne» (bon xd) c6 tanh
cach si nhuc cho dan t6c Viét Nam. Cho
nén, ong Bui quang Chiéu doéi tén to
nhut bdo ctia 6ng, t& «Tribune indigéne»
(Dién dan bdn x1) lam «La Tribune In-
dochinoise» (Pong duong dién dan).

Giam thi

May anh thay gac (giam thi) déu la
nguoi Phap, cling khong hach lam, cé
anh Loupy, dot dét, y phuc thudng xd¢
xéch, mdt may den thui, hay giéu cgt, hoc
sanh goi anh 1a Luu Bi, c6 mia mai kho-
ng? Luu Bi hay khoc, con Loupy chung
toi hay cuoi.

Anh dat may tro nho chay vong vong
trén san trudng cung anh, hta thudng:
« Vingt tours, vingt sous » (20 vong, 20
Xu).
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Lai c6 anh Figli, ngudi Corse, map,
miéng nhon nhu con heo, hoc sanh goi
anh 1a «heo rting». Tro Cao thién Biu,
bay tudi, hoc I6p 11¢, dugc may anh 16n
day cho mot cau, Buiu viét lén bang: «Le
saglier (sanglier) Figli est un animal tres
féroce» (Con heo riing Figli la mdt con
thu da ton).

Figli tat nhe trén md no song anh

khong boi.

Mot giam thi khac 1a anh cha Cai-
liard, ham may tudi, c6 bang Ta tai, giodi
Anh van, ngoai gi¢ lam viéc & trudng,
anh con lam cong phu trdi dudi Phong
Thuong mai, khoe véi chung t6i rang
tré tudi nhu anh ma luong bong ba bén
trdam dong, it ai dugc vay ...

* %
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Vao 16i thaing mudi, mot hom, noi
trudng, hoc sanh mac mot chiing binh,
lam cho 6ng Hiéu truéng véi cac giam
thi hot hoang lén.

Ngay ay la ngay chua nhuyt, 16i nam
gi® sang, vai ba tro khdi su di tiéu, roi so
ay tang lén, dén gan chin gio thi cau tiéu
dong nhiing khach, diung chd téi phién
minh. Kha Id hoc sanh di tiéu r6t ma thoi
ché khong c6 mua.

Ttc thi gidm thibdo cdolén 6ng Hiéu
trudng, 6ng moi y si dén. Ong ndy diéu
tra xem chiéu hom qua dn udng nhiing
gi, s6m mai ndy diém tadm vat chi, 6ng
nghi tring thuc.

Ong Franchini dua y kién:
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— Hay la t6i nay trdi lanh, hoc sanh
ngl khong dap mén nén bi hoac loan
(tiéu chdy, cholérine) ciing khong biét
chiing.

Y si cho udng thudc cam, mot ngay
ay dén chiéu thi stic khde hoc sanh tré
lai binh thudng.

Lién hoan

Nhén dip 1€ Giadng sinh va Tét duong
lich, 6ng Hiéu trudng véi gido su t6 chiic
mot budi 1é lién hoan, dién kich va biéu
dién dién kinh: nhéy cao, nhay xa, ném
ta, ném dia sat, phong lao, chay dua ...

Phan dién kich, hoc sanh dé nhtit
nién ban Tu tai bon xu va 16p Seconde
Ta tai Phéap dién vé tudng «Le bourgeois
gentihomme» (Trudng gid hoc lam sang)
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cta Moliére tién sanh, dién ltc 6ng Jour-
dain hoc khiéu vii, danh kiém va hoc van
chuong.

Va day la dai khai v& tuong «Trudng
gid hoc lam sang».

«Ong Jourdain, mo6t nha trudng gia,
mudn mot dia vi cao sang trong xa hoi,
hoc khiéu vii, &m nhac, danh kiém va
van chuong.

Ong c6 mot thiéu nii, cd Lucile, yéu
chang Cléonte 1a mot thanh nién dang
hoang, dau la thudng din, song Jourdain
lai mudn ga con gdi minh cho mdt Hau
tudc (marquis) ma théi, nhut dinh
khong nhén Cléonte lam ré, médc dau ba
Jourdain 1a mdt phu ni biét diéu, phan
doi kich liét va chiu ga con cho Cléonte.

Chang nay sap dat véi ‘quan su’ chang
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1a Covielle, gia lam 6ng Hoang Thé nhi
ky (Turquie) dén cau hon tiéu tho, 4i ni
ong Jourdain va, muon cho 6ng nay vao
hang qui phai, phong cho 6ng chtic «Ma-
mamouchi» la mét chiic quan to Tho.

Ong Jourdain sung suéng qud, chiu
ga con gai cho ong Hoang Tho, song ba
Jourdain va c6 Lucile khang cy, chling
nhin ra la Cléonte tra hinh, me con déu
ungthudn, moingudivuivé, dngJourdain
dugc 6ng ré qui, con minh tho lanh tudc
Mamamouchi, ba thi cé ré khong qui
phai nhung c6 tu cach, Lucile dugc két
hén cling ngudi minh yéu thuong... «

De Cussac, 16p Seconde D, dong vai
ong Jourdain, song anh ta lai c6 vé «qui
phdi» qud, khong cé diéu bd mot nha
trudng gia mudn lam sang.

Anh Truong van Huan, 16p dé nhi
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nién Ta tai bon xu, lam 6ng thay van
chuong; Ly cong Quan, cao 16n giénh
giang day nhac, con Pham van Lam thap
le te lai la 6ng thay day kiém. Tran vdn

Thach day khiéu vi.

Tat ca déu lam tron phan sy, ching
toi thudng thiic may phut vui tuoi véi
cach dién kich hoi thé ky thu XVII noi
Phap quoc.

Dién kich xong dén mon dién kinh,
lam cho khan gid say sua v6i mdy anh
vO dich tuong lai: anh Huynh védn Lién
chiém gidi nhit vé mon nhdy cao véi
1,48 thudc, dugc thudng mot cudn «Pe-
tit Larousse Illustré».

Thi Brevet d’Enseignement pri-
maire supérieur
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Lép Ta tai chung t6i 1a 16p thich thi
ct, va lai dng Coulet cling khuyén khich
thi bang Brevet d’Enseignement pri-
maire supérieur, tam dich la bang « Cao
tiéu Phédp », cao hon Brevet Elémentaire
mot buc.

Ma thi bang nay c6 mén thuc hanh
(épreuve pratique) 1a ché tao mot mdn
do6 bang cay, vay phai hoc bao hoc duc.

Ong Téng Gidm thi Franchini cho
vai ba anh em chung t6i, trong dé c6 anh
Doan ba Loc (hién nay anh 1a Luat su Toa
Thugng thdm Sai Gon) chiéu thd nam,
tt hai dén nam gig, lai trudng Ba nghé
(Ecole Professionnelle) nay 1a trudng Ky
thuat Cao Thang & dudng Chasseloup
Laubat (Hong thap ty) nhd ong gido
Thudng diéu khién mdy anh hoc sinh
day chung t6i bao cdy, cua khuc, roi duc
16, dong thanh chi T.
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Chiéu vé€ trudng, ai ndy déu phong
tay nhung vui vé.

Cudi nam, thi bang B.E.PS. trudc,
toi cung vai ba ban duy thi. Téi khong con
nhd ai d4u ai rét, chi biét rang minh qua
khdi cai ai bai viét va dong chii T dugc
14 diém.

Vo6 phan khau dap (oral), t6i bi 6ng
Farcy, gido su toan trudng Su pham, hoi
toi vé Progression arithmétique (Cap so
cong) va Progression géométrique (Cap
s6 nhan) 1a hai mo6n t6i chua hoc dén.

Toi con mac tay mu Chrétien, gido
su truong nit trung hoc Phép (Ecole des
Jeunes filles francaises), nay la trudng
Marie Curie, hoi mac t6i vé «Repro-
duction chez les cryptogames» (Su sinh
héa cta loai 4n hoa), «appareil digestif
des mollusques» (bd tiéu hda cua loai
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nhuyén thé, nhu 6c, so...) va «squelette
des poissons» (b0 xuong cta loai ca).

Toi lai bi 1ao Bourotte hoi vé «Dia
ly dai cuong» vi sao trong nui lai c6 ho
nudc.

Bao nhiéu cai «bi» lam cho toi truot
vo chudi vé phan van dap: thoi, chd thang
chin thi lai vi, vé€ bang ndy cting nhu Tu
tai Phéap, hé d4u bai viét thi dugc thi van
dap ba lan.

Cai hai 1a minh du mdét cudc thi ma
khong rd chuong trinh cudc thi ay thé
nao, nhiing tudng biang B.E.P.S. tuong
duong v6i Brevet Elémentaire, v6i Di-
plome, thi c6 hoc luc Diplome va Brevet
Elémentaire la thi dugc.

May cau ba Chrétien van nan toi déu
nam trong may truong chot cudn van vat
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hoc cua E. Caustier, vay nén lay cuoén nay
ma «tung» lai may truong choét la xong.

Thi Brevet Elémentaire

Roi lai nap don thi Brevet Elémen-
taire. Lép t0i cé ba thi sinh: Ly cong
Quan, Luong an An véi toi. Am t dé,
chac t6i khong lam 16i nao.

Bai van vat hoc, dau dé la «Chimie
de la digestion» (Hoa hoc trong su tiéu
héa), nhu phan sy ctia nudc miéng, cta
dich vi (suc gastrique, nudc trong bao
tl), dich trudng (suc intestinal, nudc
trong rugt) va nudc mat (bile)...

San ong Franchini méi cho bai nay
hom thang trudc, t6i day cho mot hoi
bon truong dem nap. Vé toan do, ho cho
dau dé dai khai nhu sau:
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"Tim s6 lugng sdn xuét cia mot mau
dtia, may cay trong cach nhau 10 thudc,
va hai goc, dau va chét, déu cé trong mot
cdy, moi cay sanh dugc x trai..."

Toi tinh toan ky luéng va lam bai
xong, so sanh dap s6 v6i Huynh ngoc
D1, ban ci t6i dusi My Tho, bay gid hoc
16p dé td nién noi day, hai s6 trung nhau,
toi chac chdn sé dau.

That vay, khoa 4y, Quan, An véi toi
déu trung tuyén.

Thang bay, trugc khi nghi he, truong
t0 chlic may budi hat cai luong, dién vé
tuong "T6i doc phu nhan tam" do ong
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gido su Pham cong Binh trudc tac.

Tién thu hoach dugc sung vao quy
nha trudong (caisse des écoles). Cot
chuyén nhu vay:

"Sinh vién Phan thadi Hoa sanh duyén
cung c6 Ngoc Anh, con gdi 6ng Ly cong,
huong ca, xuong Trang An tng thi. Hay
tinh than phu qui tién, chang bo thi tré
Ve.

Trong lac chang di vang, Ngoc Anh
tu tinh cung Bdc thién Van, cong ti con
ong vién ngoai.

Thiy chong vé ma chang d6 dat chi,
Ngoc Anh kéo niu, budc chang lam t& ly
hon ...

Chang dilang thang, gap banla Doan
thé Trung than thd to su tinh, Thé Trung
thuong tinh gidp cho an hoc, sau thi do,
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vinh qui, gdp Ngoc Anh bi chong sau la
Bo6c thién Van rudng ray, dudi di, nang
hoé then nhay xuéng giéng htty minh...»

Vai ba hoc sanh 16p dé tam nién ban
Thanh chung dong vai Phan thdi Hoa,
DPoan thé Trung, Boc thién Van va thang
Budi, ti€u dong.

Hai nti ngh¢ si déng vai Ngoc Anh,
vg Thai Hoa, va ba ca, vg Ly cong.

bém hat, chiang t6i tu do coi khong
can mua vé. Anh Trinh tan Truyén ngoi
hang ghé trén t6i, tdi kéu anh ma noi:

— Ran nghe anh Truyén, kéo thi rét
bi vg bo da!

Anh cudi, ti U.

Cdi miéng dn com nha trudng sao
ma linh thinh qud, qud nhién khoa ay
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anh rét Tu tai, khoa sau, thang chin, méi
dau.

May c6 nii sinh trudng «do tim»
ban chuong trinh, gdp phai tui toi, cac
c6 khong cay g& dugc mot dong. Mot cd
dua mot bon chuong trinh in rat dep hoi:

— Thay mudn cai nay khong, thay?

C6 1€ y cd6 muodn noi bang Phap ngti
nhu vay:

— Monsieur, en voulez-vous? hay

Vous-voulez ceci? cd thé dich: «Thay
mudn xem tdm nay khong?»

Song c6 dich qua sat cau chii Phap,
thanh song sugng!

Toi cudi, chdng noi chi, con anh Tu
(ngoi gan toi) dap:

— T6i thudc long rdi, co oil
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Co6 xiu mat di tu6t.

Trong giGi nit sinh thoi bay gio, toi
nghe cac c6 tuyén bo mét cau Phap ngiti
nhu vay:

— Ma main nest pas blanche, mais
il est difficile de lobtenir. (Ban tay toi
khong trang, nhung khé ma chiém dugc
nod).

Nghia la c6 khong dep, song "phai
thé nao" mai két hon dugce véi co.

Chang khéc phong trao «Phi cao
dang bat thanh phu phu» (khong xuit
than noi truong Cao dang thi khong
thanh chong vo) trong giéi phu nit Ha
thanh ma chung toi sau nay dugc chung
kién.
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Nam nay, c6 cugc thi Brevet Supé-
rieur (van bang gido hoc cao cdp) theo
ché do ci, hoc luc tuong duong véi Tu
tai.

Lép dé nhi nién Ta tai bén xt co6
may anh du thi, 16p chung t6i c6 Pham
van Ba. Chu khdo 1a 6ng Bouault, Hi¢u
truéng.

Két qué la hai c6 dam, nii sinh truong
Ni trung hoc Phap, c6 Chauvet véi co
Nativel, cung anh Truong vdn Huan, anh
Tran van Khué thi dau.

Trudc khi vd phan van dap, phai thi
am nhac; 6ng Bouault bao ba Blanche,
giam khdo:

— Ba cho diém nao ty ¥, ma diing
cho diém khong (0). (Donnez toutes les
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notes que vous voudrez, mais ne donnes
pas zéro).

Pham véan Ba rét, song nghi he vo, ky
thi thang mudi, anh thi do6 va nghi hoc
ludn, ra lam gido su trudng tu thuc.

Cudi nién hoc, c6 cudc phat thudng
trong truong.

Di nhién, anh H6 vdn Nga lanh phan
thudng vu hang (Prix d’Excellence) con
toi dugc phan thudng st dia va van vat
hoc.

2. Lép dé nhi nién - 1923-24
Nam nay la ndm quyét liét, hoc

nhiéu, thi kho.

Cac anh «dé nhi» cti da ti gia nha
trudng, hodc di Ha No¢i hodc nghi hoc
ludn.
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May anh Nguyén khac Dan, Phan
tan Thiét, Nguyén kién B4, 16p Premiere
D déu dau Tu tai 1, anh Dan & lai hoc 16p
Triét truong Chasseloup Laubat, con hai
anh Thiét vé&i Ba hoc 16p Toan (Mathé-
matiques Elémentaires) & Lycée Albert
Sarrault ngoai Ha Noi.

Ky thi thang mudi, anh Truyén dau
Ta tai bon xu, di Ha Noi vao truong Phap
chanh. Pham vidn Ba dau Brevet Supé-
rieur, thoi hoc, ra lam gido su.

Mot s6 ban chung tdi cling tu gid hoc
dudng, hoic sang 16p khac. Ong Pasqua-
lini can thi¢p cung 6ng Hi¢u trudng cho
Nga Ty qua l6p leére D, ddng thi Tu tai
Phap.

Cocsol ttic Kosal véi Tran quang Dé
sang Phap.
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Nguyén hio Dang, Lé vin Qui, Ly
cong Quan, Luong an An thdi hoc.
Nguyén van Ky véi Lai van Chii ra Ha
thanh hoc Cao dang Canh nong.

Lép dé nhi nién chung t6i chi con
Hué, Nhu, Canh (Tu chin), Canh
(Duong van), Quyén, Ban, Xuan, Lam,
Thach, Dién, Tt va toi.

Giao su

Gido su cling doi khéc, toan la may
ong gidi va nghiém khac. Toan thi chung
toi van hoc véi 6ng Pasqualini.

Ong Charvet day 1y héa; tuc ddanh
ong la «Gia kéo» vi dng di canh tay mat
ong cong cong. Ong ghién rugu nén 6m
nhom.
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Hoc sanh Taberd thi Brevet Elémen-
taire va bang Thanh chung s¢ 6ng nhu
sg cop vi Ong hay « coller » (hdi kho) vé
Chimie organique (Hoéa hoc hiiu co);
dap trung, 6ng dam cho 18 diém con «
bi » thi 6ng tdng cho con s6 khong (0)
hodc mét hai diém ma thoi, khong c6 9,
10 diém trung binh.

Day su dia vé phan 6ng Bourotte;
ong ndy cling gat, thi sinh ngan ong vi,
hach vé dia ly nuéc Phap, 6ng thich hoi
va budc vé «Coupe du Massif Central»
va «Coupe des Alpes» (Day nui Massif
Central va day Alpes b6 doi).

Phuong phap 6ng day khong giong
cd Boutron Damazy nén nam nay, may
ky thi tam ca nguyét, t6i khong dugc
diém cao nhu nam roi.
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Vé Phép vdn, chuing t6i hoc véi 6ng
Cudenet, cha Phap, me Viét; ong cé
bang Cti nhan van chuong, cach day hay,
ching t6i dé hép thu.

Ong map tron, phuc phich, chiing
ba muoi ngoai tudi, chung t6i goi Ong la
«Nhi thién duong » vi 6ng gidng hinh
ong Phat map, nhan hiéu ve dau Nhi
thién dudng.

Ong thuit rang c6 1an 6ng xuéng
tinh, v6 nha hang kéu moén an. Boi ban
vang da ma ca budi khong thay don an,
ong kéu hoi sao ma lau lac vay.

No6 di va lam bam, tuéng 6ng kho-
ng biét tiéng Viét: «Cai thang nhiéu
chuyén!»
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Thang 10, t6i thi lai phan van dap
bang B.E.P.S; moét lan niia, gip 6ng Pa-
ray hoi todn va ba Chrétien hach van vat
hoc.

Hai ngudi quen mung ci, hoi toi,
ong thi Progression géométrique (Cap s
nhan), ba thi Appareil digestif des mol-
lusques (b6 tiéu héa loai nhuyén thé).

Toi da chudn bi dang hoang, tra 16i
xuoi rot, hai vi déu hai long.

Phan Phép van, ba Mignon lam giam
khao; ong Chu khdo, 6ng Prétre, Gidm

doc hoc chanh, dén ngoi nghe.

Ho héi toi vé lua ma (riz de décrue)
va 6ng Prétre pha t6i mot phat. Ong hoi:
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— Peut-on épouser la soeur de sa
veuve? » (Ngudi ta c6 thé két hon véi chi
gda phu minh khong?)

Chua kip suy nghi, t6i tra 16i: — Kho-
ng!

Hoi:

— Tai sao?

Toi con dang lung tung, chua biét tra
161 thé nao, bong ho cudi rd 1én, t6i hdiy
cling cudi theo. Thé la budi thi khiu dap
két thuc vui vé.

Mot hom, 6ng Pasqualini bi mut
nhot trén bap vé€ nam dudng binh, ching
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toi: Ty, Nga, Canh, Hué véi toi dén nha
ba Pasqualini, Hi¢u truéng trudng N
trung hoc bon qudc (Collége des jeunes
filles indigénes) thdm ong. Lén lau, vao
phong, thidy dng nam trén giudng, mdc
ao pyjama, dudi dap tam ra (drap).

Ong cdm on chdng t6i va bdo ngodi
trén ghé noi chuyén. Ba Pasqualini bon
than bung banh, nudéc ngot ra dai. Nhan
hoi chang toi trong tuong lai chon ngheé
nao, ba néi:

— Les annamites, comme les Corses,
préferent les Services civils, le Professo-
rat, aux carrieres libérales. (Ngudi An-
nam, cling nhu ngudi Corses, chon nghé
Hanh chanh hay gido huan hon la nghé
tu do).

Ong Pasqualini cy ba vo:
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— Que veux-tu que je fasses? (Em
muon anh lam gi?)

Chung t6i muén bién hd cho dng,
song khong biét noi gi, vi chinh t6i cling
khong thich lam luat su, Bac si.

Luc &y, noi truong ba, xay ra chuyén
nhiéu ni hoc sanh xung dot véi may ba
giam thi, ba Hi¢u trudng day qua néi véi
chung toi:

— Voila vos futures épouses! (Vg

tuong lai may cau nhu vay do!)

Chung t6i bi ba lam cho hai «vo», tu
gia ra ve.

Bing gido hoc Cao ding (Brevet
Supérieur)

Khong r6 luc trudc, sau khi dau bang
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Brevet Elémentaire, phai hoc mat bao
nhiéu ndim mdi thi n6i Brevet Supérieur,
song hoc luc nguoi dau bang nay ciing
chi tuong duong v6i anh Ta Phdp hay
Ta Viét ma thoi, bang chiing 1a hai anh
Huan va Khué, Tu Viét va hai ¢6 Chau-
vet va Nativel, bén N trung hoc Phap,
hoc luc tam thuodng, v6i Pham vin Ba,
md&i dé nhtit nién Ta tai bon x, ma ciing
dau dugc.

Nhung, ké tli nién hoc 1923-24, Nha
Hoc chanh déi cudc thi Brevet Supérieur
lam nhiéu dgt, gdbm nhiéu moén hon va
rac r6i hon.

Sau khi dau Brevet Elémentaire roi,
thi sinh phai hoc ba nim méi da kha
nang thi Brevet Supérieur.

Cudi nam dau, thi ching chi tha
nhtit; ndm tha hai, ching chi thi nhi va
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nam thu ba, ching chi chét, thé 1a dau
tron cdi bang B.S.

Néam 1924, trong thoi ky chuyén tiép,
Nha Hoc chanh cho thi sinh thi luén
mot lugt ba ching chi, song néu rét mot
chung chi nao thi ky nhi (thdng 10) nam
doé, hay nam sau phai thi lai ching chi ay.

Nhu trén t6i c6 ndi, thi ba cai chiing
chi B.S. c¢6 nhiéu mon, nao la Su pham,
Canh nong, Am nhac, Thé thao, mén
thuc hanh ...

Tran van Thach khuyén khich toi
thi Brevet Supérieur dau ra lam gido su,
roi thi Ta tai Phép, viia lam viéc viia hoc
thém, luyén thi C nhan vdn chuong
trong ba nam, c6 thé xin hoc bong qua
Phép ma ung thi.

Toi cho Thach ndi cé ly, vd minh
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cling mudn sém di lam viéc hau giap do
cha me gia.

Nén t6i mua may muci dong bac
sach, dé€ cho mot th; toi, sau khi 1én 1au,
hodc vao khoang nam gi¢ khuya, toi ra
noi ria mat ma hoc thém.

Thi ndm, t6i cung vai ban dong y thi
B.S., nhu anh Tran van Qué, anh Nguyén
van Lanh lai truong B4 nghé hoc bao
cay, gilia sat, chudn bi thi mon thuc hanh
(épreuve pratique).

Vai dac diém vé gido su

Ong «gia kéo» Charvet chung toi la
lam: moi lan minh tra bai, dem tap v&
ong xem. Néu minh tra 16i tr6i chady may
cau hoi ctia 6ng, 6ng cho hai diém, mot
diém v€ van dap, mot diém vé cach chép
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bai trong tap vo, va hai diém 4y déu la
chin diém.

Trong truong hgp trd 16i khong troi,
ong cho luon hai diém: 2 va 2 hoac 3 va
3, khong cho 5 hay 6 diém bao gio.

Mdc dau 6ng nghiém nghi, doi khi
ong cling hai hudc véi chung t6i. Nhan
day chat hda hoc la muéi (dung ném do
an) cé cai tén khoa hoc la Chlorure de
Sodium, ky hi¢u la NaCl, 6ng cudi bao:

— Néu cac anh xudng bép xin chut
muoi thi phai néi ‘Sel de cuisine’ (muoi
dung duéi bép), ché néu cac anh ndi:
‘Cho t6i chut Chlorure de Sodium nay
NaCl, thi cé ai hiéu cac anh dau, ho con
cho cdc anh khung khung hodc hay chii
rong, ho sé cudi cho!

* %
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Ong thay thé thao ching t6i 1a mot
phé binh tén Picquel, c6 tat ban tay trai,
mot tudn vai lan dat chding tdi ra san
tap ¢ duong Phan dinh Phung, lac ay
goi la Stand Richaud (bén hong trudng
Chasseloup Laubat) tap chay nhdy cao,
nhdy xa, phdong lao, ném ta, quyén thuat
Anh ...

Co biia, 6ng cho Tu chan Canh so
gang v6i Pham trudng Xuan. May ban
toi thi thdm rang Xuan gioi vo thuat Viét
Nam, song Canh dugc cdi le lang.

Vilia méi xap chién, Canh da danh
Xuan nhu mua bac.

Xudn mua hai tay, xung bo, di miéng
«Phung hoang», r6i déi qua «Lao nhi»,
ké «Dong tu bai Quan am», ma chi dé
thoi ché danh dugce Canh cai nao.
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Picquel cham dtit cudc dau vo chénh
léch 4y, Xuan ngoi duéi co6 thd doc, cho
la Canh danh «vo riing» ché khong phai
vo Tay. Chung t6i cudi «cau bay Xuan»
nodi cho da then.

Picquel lai day chung t6i "binh thtic
thé thao" (gymnastique militaire) nhu:
di, "En avant, marche!" (Tién lén trudc,
tién!); ngling, "Halte" (dunglai!); nghiém,
"garde a vous!"; xoay ntia vong, bén phai
"demi tour, droite"; xoay ntia vong, bén
trai "demi tour, gauche"...

Cai ong phé binh nay thich rugu,
moi lan ra san tip 1a hoi rugu nuc nong,
noi 1én 161 nao 1é nheé nhiing rugu.
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Chanbh tri

Hoc sanh va sinh vién thoi dai nao
cling quan tam dén chanh tri.

Moi chia nhut ra ngoai chai, chung
toi kiém mua cho dugc vai t& bao Phap
ngyu doi lap Chanh pht, dem vo trudng,
gidu gi€ém chia nhau doc: t& La Tribune
Indochinoise (Pong duong dién dan)
ctia 6ng Bui quang Chiéu, cht nhiém
kiém chu but; cong sy vién c6 6ng Duong
van L&i, gido vién tu chic lam ky nghé
gia, chung to6i thich doc van ong viét rat
hay, nhu may tii ngit dng thudng dung,
ong tang cho chdnh sach cai tri ctia nudc
Phép cai danh tu «tartufisme colonial»
(chanh sach thudc dia gido hoat).

Ong Nguyén phan Long xuit ban
td LEcho Annamite (Nam Viét hudéng
truyén); 6ng la Hoi dong quan hat
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(Conseil Colonial), dang 1é goi la «Nghi
vién Thudc dia» mdi dung, cung vdéi
ong Chiéu, 6ng Lé quang Liém tuc Bay,
ong Truong van Bén, Bac si Nguyén van
Thinh, Bac si Tran van DPon... déu la
nhting tay kién tuéng binh vuc quyén lgi
nguoi Viét Nam.

Ong Nguyén an Ninh, dugc Chéanh
quyén thudc dia «sdn sdc» ddc biét, la cha
nhiém t6 «La Cloche félée» (Cdi chudng
bé) cong kich kich liét chanh sach thuc
dan.

Ngudi cong chic Viét Nam nao doc
bdo La Cloche félée dugc dung tén vao
"quyén s6 den" ctia cdng an, mién thang
thudng va thuong doi tinh nay qua tinh
kia, c6 khi di Con Non niia, va téi dau,
cling dugc Tham bién Chu tinh tié€p don
nhu 13 "dich hach".
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Xt Nam Ky (Cochinchine) 1a thudc
dia Phap, dugc Chanh quyén xem nhu
la mot tinh Phap (département) hudng
quyén bau ctt mot nghi vién (Député) va
Ha nghi vién.

Ma ky tuyén cli nao clng cé hai
ong Tay ra ting ct: Outrey, la mdt thuc
dan hang ning, va trang si Monin. Ong
nay dugc cam tinh ctia ngudi Viét Nam
vi 6ng hay bién h¢ trong nhiing vu an
chanh tri.

Nhung lan nao Outrey cling thang
Monin khit nut, va ngudi ta don rang
Outrey mua tham bon Tay den.

Nhan nam 4y nham dip bau nghi s,
chung t6i héi Picquel bau ai, 6ng ta dap:

— Di nhién 13 t6i bd tham cho Mo-
nin.
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Va khong tiéc 16i mac sat Outrey.

Vao 16p hoc, ching t6i hoéi y tu 6ng
Cudenet vé hai tung cu vién Outrey va
Monin. Ong khen Outrey 13 ngudi giau
kinh nghiém, am hiéu nhu ciu thudc dia
va hy vong Outrey dac ct.

Hai khuynh hudéng, mot cta quan
nhan va mot ctia mot cong chtic Phap,
cho thuc dan.

Lai trong cudc bau cl nay cé mot
chuyén vui vui, chung tdi xin chép ra day
dé cong hién doc gia.

Mot 6ng Mit c6 Phap tich, tén Ng.
v. L. cling nap don dng ct. Qui ban doc
biét dng dugc bao nhiéu tham khong?
Von ven c6 mdt 1la ma thoi he! La la tham
ctia 6ng tu bd cho ong!

* %
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Nam hét, Tét dén, Tét duong lich
1924.

Chung t6i dén tham 6ng Pasquali-
ni, ong ba c6 mot dda trai 17 thang, map
map gidéng ong nhu hét, mdt tron, tdc
hoe hoe dé dai, biét dém tu 1 dén 30.

Ong ba niém né tiép chung toi, dai
rugu banh, chung toi tii gia dén nha 6ng
Bourotte.

Ong ndy ciing vui vé, song khi 6ng
héi chung t6i mdi nguoi sé chon nghé g,
ong béo rang muc dich da s6 hoc sanh,
sinh vién la thi ddu, ra trudng lanh luong
diang bao nhiéu, ché chang cé chi hudng
gi, Iy tudng chi ca.

Ong néi mot sy that chua cay lam cho
chung t6i suy gam ma ho then... nhung
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thud do, dudi thoi Phap thudc, ching t6i
theo dudi cai hoc khoa cti, cdi hoc kiém
com, cac chic vu diéu khién nam trong
tay ngudi Phap, cong chuc Viét déu la
nhiing ngudi phu td ma thoi, thi tho gi
dugc tai nang cho 1gi dan ich nuéc!

Tu gia 6ng Bourotte, chung t6i vé
truong, ghé nha 6ng Hi¢u truéng Bouault
chuc Tét 6ng. Tét Tay xong, dén Teét Viét.

M6t chiéu chua nhut, Thach ra Canh
vdi toi di Chg Lén coi 6ng thay Vi kinh
Trang & dudng Canton (Quang tong cai)
cd tiéng la coi tay coi tuéng gioi.

Ong doan Thach sé xuat ngoai, Canh
do dat, sau lam «ong nay 6ng kia véi
nguai ta», con toi «dd6 mot lany.

Ong doén trang mét phan thoi, vi
Canh chét sém, hoi hoc I6p dé tam nién
y khoa & Paris.
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Trudc khi vé truong, Thach dat Canh
vdi toi di dn «do6 ngot», dudng nhu mot
chén hoét sen véi nhan nhuc nau dudng,
ma anh ta goi 1a «hanh di xa», mui héi

rep.

Thi Brevet Supérieur
Lai dén mua thi.

Trong luc t6i thi B.S. thi Ty, Nga va
Gustave Tison, 16p 1ére D, v6i Tran van
Thach, 16p dé nhi nién chung t6i, dau bai
vé Tu tai 1, dap chiéc tau Crénoque ra
Bac thanh du thi van dap.

Ba thi sinh thi B.S. theo chuong
trinh méi: anh Nguyén hitu Du, hoc sinh
trudng Taberd, anh Tran vdn Qué, 16p dé
nhtt nién Tu tai Viét, véi toi.
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Nhu trén téi cé ndi, chuong trinh
thi gobm ba phan, bai thi thudc nam thu
nhut, nam thad hai va nam tht ba.

Chung t6i lam bai «<nam tht nhtt va
ndm thd hai» khong may khoé; bai nam
th ba nhiéu moén va rac réi hon: am
nhac, mon thuyc hanh, thé thao, su pham,
canh nong, toan, Phép van...

Lai néu trong may mon thi, c6 mon
nao minh duédi diém trung binh thi ky
sau phai thi mon d6 lai. Am nhac, chung
to1 hiéu biét rat so sai, chac chan la nho
diém.

Thi thuc hanh (épreuve pratique),
may anh hoc thg trudng Ba nghé tu té
chat cho ching t6i mot miéng sat vudng
vic tdm phan, day mot phan, gitia khoét
mot 16 tron trygc kinh mot phan rudi, va
trao cho chung to6i moét cay gida, phai gitia
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sao cho cdi khung tron ay thanh hinh
vuong. Va cong viéc phai lam tu ba gio
dén ndm gid rudi cho xong. Bién tén thi
sinh trén manh gidy nhé ddn vao miéng
sat, nap cho lao Picquel, giam khao moén
thuc hanh.

Cing chinh ldo nay hom sau lam
giam khao thé duc chung t6i.

Gdp cdi ong phé binh say sua, han
hanh dugc lam gidm khao, 6ng hanh
dién lam tang, that la kho!

Ong béo t6i ra linh cho 6ng tap:

— En avant, marche! (Tién t&i, di)
trén hang ba trudng.

Ong di mot cach ué odi, khong co
caivé gila "linh" c4, 6ng di gan dén vach
tuong, toi ho: "demi tour, droit" (xoay
ntia vong, bén mdt) song ong van di,
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toi sg ong dung vo vach tudng, toi hét:
"Halte!" (Dtling lai!)

That tdc cudi qua.

Khong biét 6ng cho t6i miy diém;
toi chac vé am nhac va thé thao, t6i duéi
diém trung binh ...

Nay nghi lai that bu6n cudi: chang tu
lugng stic minh, tai nang khong xuat sac
nhu anh Nga, anh Ty, khong siéng can
nhu anh Hué ma lan lugt thi ca Brevet
Supérieur, Tu tai Viét, roi qua thang 10,
lai thi Ta tai Phap niia!

Thé 1a toi r6t phan ba B.S. va béd cudc
luén. Duong nhu anh Nguyén hiiu Du,
anh Tran van Qué nam sau co6 gang theo
va thi dau.

Tu do, trén dudng doi, doi khi toi
con gdp anh Qué con anh Du thi bét vo
am tin.
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Song, qua dat tron, nén 34 ndm sau,
nam 1958, tinh c¢§ gia dinh t6i di choi
duéi Bén Tre (Kién Hoa) ghé gido dudng
Son Ddc, t6i gip lai Nguyén hiiu Du la
Cha S& dia phan dé. Thay mat ngudi la
toi nhan ra lién, nhung t6i phai nhac lai
chuyén thi ctt ndm xua, ngudi méi nhd.

Ca hai cam tay nhau cam dong ...

... Xong vu Brevet Supérieur.

* %

Mady ct ti thi khau dap ngoai Ha
Noi vé: anh Nguyén khac Dan dau Tu tai
2, mon Triét, v6i hang binh thi (assez
bien), Nga, Ty, Tu tai 1, binh thd; Thach
va Tison, thu (Passable).

Ké dén thi Tu tai Viét.
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Nhé may phen kinh nghiém va
chuén bi dang hoang nén t6i cung dau
v6i Hué, Nhu, Canh, Quyén. Bay gio dén
giai doan xin hoc bong dé tiép tuc hoc
Cao dang tai Ha thanh.

Hué va Tu chidn Canh nhtt dinh thi
Ta tai Phap, ky 2, thang 10, Quyén sang
Phép du hoc, sau dau y khoa bdc si.

Duong tan Canh, Pham trudng Xuan
hoc Cao dang Su pham.

Sau khi dan do nhiéu ngay, Nhu véi
toi cling lam don xin hoc bong hoc Su
pham nhu Canh véi Xuan.

Thi Tt tai Phap

Maic dau dinh tiép tuc du hoc 6 Ha
Noi, sau roi téi v6i Nhu ciing bat chude
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Hué, Canh, thi Ta tai 1 ky nhi. Thi thi
thi vdy, ch6 chua biét dé lam gi, vi thé
nao minh cing nam chac cai hoc bong
Su pham trong tay.

Thud bay gio, bdi s6 hoc sanh Tu tai
& Sal Gon qua it oi, nhu ndm 1923-24,16p
Triét, chi c6 mo6i mot minh anh Nguyén
khac Dan, con 16p 1ére D thi cé Nga, Ty,
Tison v&i mot vai hoc sanh niia téi quén
tén, thé€ nén Nha Hoc chanh géi bai thi
ra Ha No6i cho ban Gidm khao chdm, roi
thi sinh dau moén viét phai dap tau thay
ra Ha thanh thi van dap.

Toi muon may bai toan v€é Vat ly
(problemes de physique) cua Ty dem vé
nha coi lac bai trudng, va toi véi Canh
thinh cau 6ng Pasqualini stia gitm todn
chung toi.
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Ong cling v¢ con lén nghi mét & Da
Lat, cu ngu khdch san Palace, 6ng bao
Canh véi t6i cti gbi bai 1én ong.

Lat bat dén ky tuu trudng nién hoc

1924-25, chung t6i gdp nhau noi trudng
Chasseloup Laubat.

Canh noi rang méi day anh c6 gap
ong Pasqualini, anh trao cho 6ng mot
bao tho dung mdt tram bac (100$); 6ng
x¢é nhe mdt gbc, xem thdy tdm gidy xan,
tic thi ong tra lai cho Canh v6i may
tiéng:

— Oh non! Oh non! (khong dau!
Khong dau!)

That it c6 gido su Phap nhu 6ng Pas-
qualini!



368 v Bxio Ve B3

Pau thang 10 nam &y, ching t6i vao
trudng thi, c6 cd anh D.T.T, Tham ta giup
vi¢c Phong nhi, dinh Hiép ly (Bureaux
du Gouvernement) hay vé Ngan sich
Nam Ky, cting la thi sinh.

That ra, may dau dé bai thi khong
qua kho, song néu t6i coi di coi lai cho
k§ may bai toan va ly héa cta Ty cho t6i
mugn, chac t6i da «trung ta» dugc diém
cao.

Thi mot bai ludn van, hai bai todan,
vat ly, dich Phéap van ra Viét ngti va mot
bai Viét ngt dich ra Phéap van.

Thi xong, ai vé nha nay; t6i tam ngu
noi nha mot anh ban lam Thong ngdn
Toa an Sai Gon, cho két qua.

Piu thang mudi mot, mot budi mai,
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toi 16i thoi 1é doi gudc go vao trudng, gap
ngay 6ng Hiéu trudng cho hay, Nha Téng
giam doc Hoc chanh danh dién v6 Nam,
trong may thi sinh c6 nam ngudi dau bai
viét: anh D.T.T, Hu¢, Nhu, Canh vdi toi.

bong thoi, toéi nhan tin Pha Toan
quyén cip cho tdi hoc bong trudng Cao
dang Su pham. Toi voi va vé Tan An
chuén bi hanh trang didng ra Ha noi thi
khau dap.

V6i ma va anh toi, toi can nhac lgi
hai: néu thi dau Tua tai 1 thi hoc mdt nam
nita dau Ta tai 2, minh cé thé xin dugc
tuyén dung lam Tham ta hanh chanh
(Commis des Services civils) nhu anh
Duong vdn Hoa, anh Thai minh Phat...
thé€ la chi mat cé mdt nam nwia, 1924-25,
1a minh sé hudng bong 1oc (ly ludn nha
ngheo!) con hon di hoc Su pham mat
nhiing ba nam, dén 1927 mdi t6t nghiép.
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Ay vay, gia dinh t6i quyét dinh cho
toi ti€p tuc thi Tu tai va tii khudc cai hoc
bong Su pham.

Chung to6i lai Phong ba (3¢ bureau)
dinh Hiép ly, xin gidy di tau. Ong phan
Ta sot sang lam gidy cho ching to6i dap
chiéc Réam, nho neo ngay 6 thang 11.

Bon anh em chung téi - anh D.T.T
khudc ti, khong duy thi vi noi t6 anh
that 1oc - nam mot phong hang nhi, bon
giudng, hai cdi chong lén nhau.

Xudng tau s6m mai ngay 6, chung
toi dem hanh ly vao phong rdi ra ngoan
canh.
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Chiéc Réam la mot chiéc tau Hoa
Lan cti k§ quad stc, ban lai cho Hang tau
Messageires Maritimes.

Ky trudc, cac ban Ty, Nga... ra Bac
may man di chiéc Orénoque 16n hon
chiéc Réam va thang sau lai it bi song gi6
hon chung t6i di ky nay.

Trén san tau, moét thiéu nt ngdi mot
bén dong hanh trang, dau quan khan
choang, tac trung, than minh tron tria,
da trang hong, moi son, nhung thoang
vé buon.

Ba me ngudi Bac Viét - nhuom rang
den - lang xdng chay téi chay lui.

Canh xan bén, gay chuyénlam quen...
thi ra, me con c6 ay qué quan & Bén Tre
(nay la Kién Hoa) dudng nhu 1a ba con
v6i anh N.K.B. (hién thoi la y khoa bac
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si), tén my nhan la Berthe Sac.

Me con déap tau ra Bac dy Hoi cho
& Nam Dinh, ludn tién cho ba me viéng
qué nha. Ho khong muén phong, chi
thué ghé bé ngt trén boong, song chiu
phi ton an udng nhu hanh khach hang
nhi.

Co Berthe Sac it n6i chuyén ai hoi gi
c6 tra 16i nho nho, van tat thoéi, con ba
me thi lia ba lia bay.

Chung t6i lai gdp anh Gioi, xuat than
trudng Cao ddng Thuong mai Ha thanh,
di nhén viéc noi moét Hang dau & Da
Nang, nguyét bdng mot tram dong.

Anh nay ciing chay khap tau, tan
déc.

Tau chay trong s6ng Sai Gon, nham
huéng Can Gid tryc chi. Tu Sai Gon dén
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Can Gio la nam muoi cay so ngan theo
dudng song. Con sdng Sai gon uon khue,
khi thi ching t6i thay Thap chuong nha
Tho Diic Ba (Vuong Cung Thanh dudng)
bén phai, khi lai bén trai, khi thi khuat di

mot quang lai hién ra.

Cang xa Sai Gon, di nhién la Thap
chuong cang trong thay nho. Hai bén
bd song toan la rung sat, dan sy lam cti
mam ma day cling la sao huyét bon cuép
clla nguoi.

bung ngo, dung com xong, vao
phong nam nghi.

Mot gio trua, Canh di ngoai vo cho
hay t&i Cap (Viing tau), anh em t6i d6 x6
ra xem. Phong cdnh dep xinh, trén nui
dudi bién, gi6 théi vo vo, song vo Am am,
toi m6i muc kich lan dau lay lam thich
thu.
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Ké tit 6, chiéc tau ra han ngoai khoi,
ré tay trai, huéng vé Bac Viét.

Gi6 cang manh, séng cang to, tau
troi 1én hup xuong, Gidi vo clia chung
toi hdi cé dau, thuoc chi chang trao cho
anh ctu chiia c6 Sac dang say song.

T6i dua anh muon chai ddu Nhi
thién dudng véi chai Alcool de menthe.
Chiéu 4y, chung t6i khong ra an, chi xin
cho moi diia hai cai hot ga «la cot».

Oi, sao ma trong phong mui ddu son
hoi qua, lam cho t6i buén mua. To6i mé
clia ra ngoai, ding dua be thuyén, thé
ma dé chiu.

Tau dén Ba Ngoi (vinh Cam Ranh),
ddu lai lay thém than, thém nudc.

Tau dau sat chiéc cau duc bé tong,
mot con duong 16t da noi lién véi trong
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bo. Gio bét to, song bt nhai.

Anh tring chiéu trén mit bién, lan
tan nhu muo6n ngan con ran vang 16i qua
16i lai. Sang ngay 7, tau ti gia Cam Ranh.

Cung di v6i chung t6i c6 anh Chon,
da dau Doc cong (Agent technique), anh
ra Ha Noi hoc thém moét ndm niia ngd
hau lanh chtc cao hon «Agent Voyer»,
tu dién Dao dang Vy dich la «Can sy 16
chanh».

Anh Chon moém xom, it ndi vi anh
ca lam.

Tau di hai ngay nita dén Da Nang
(Tourane) s6m mai ngay 9, xdn neo &
ngoai khoi va ngling nghi do6 hai tiéng
dong ho.

Nhiéu thuyén chd ga vit, trai cay ra
cdp tau ma ban. Chung t6i mua mot con
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ga mai bén hao (4 cac) véi diéu kién la
ba cht thuyén nau chdo bung lén. Ntia
gio sau, ba dem lén mot mam may chén
chdo, hai dia thit ga, ba chdt ra miéng
nao miéng ndy gan bang cuom tay.

Can tht mot miéng thit ga: con ga
mai gia dai nhach, danh hup vai mudng
chédo qua loa.

Pang dung noi mii tau nhin xem
phong canh, bong nghe tiéng quat thio
trong phong dn: thi ra anh Chon dang
khoat nat mot anh phu 4o quan rach
rudi va anh nay dung xit gan anh Chon
no6i chi nho nho.

Anh Chon la bang tiéng Phap:

— Vous étes saoul, vous! (Anh say
roi!)

Day qua chung toi:
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— Cai tht nay no 16i gioi lam, quang
né xudng bién ndi 16i 1én nhu choi!

Toéi bat nhan, cho anh cung dinh 4y
mot hao, anh miing r& x4 lia.

Anh Chon ngén di tau thay, muogn
Canh dem chiéc ruong lai truéng Cong
chanh giim anh, con anh lén Da Nang
dap xe Itia ra Ha thanh.

... Chiéc Réam bidng ngang vinh Bac
Viét cing mat hon mot ngay dém.

Chiéu ngay 10, dén hai cang Hai
phong; moi ngudi xach va-li 1én bén, kéu
hai chiéc xe cao su di lai khach san Nhut
bon Kouroushe, t6i véi Nhu ngdi mot
cai, Hué vé6i Canh, mot.

Vi thué do, nhiing xe ma trong Nam
goi la xe kéo (pousse pousse), ngoai do
c6 hai hang, xe cao su, banh xe bang cao
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su va xe kéo g0, vi banh xe bang g6, nguoi
Phap goi 1a "pousse choléra” (xe kéo dich
td) vi, v6i moOt cudc nam xu, anh chi dan
qué ta chat 1én day cd hai vg chong, vai
dta con va khoai, ct, ga, vit, heo con,
hang hdéa cao nghéu nghéu nhu déng
nui trén chiéc xe kéo g6 5 xu!

Anh phu xe 1 ach kéo thay ma tham!

Va xe cao su (véi mot cudc mot hao)
cung xe kéo go déu rong thinh thinh, hai
nguoi ngoi con long 1éo.

bi ngang S& huong chanh, anh phu
xe hoi Canh:

— Mang cdi hom nay vao khdm
khong, thay?

Hué, Canh kéu 1én:

— DPem vao kham lam gi?
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La bai chung t6i chua quen tiéng Bac
Viét: cai "hom" la cdi ruong, ma "kham"
la xét.

Anh phu mang xe chay thang, kho-
ng ghé vao s§ Thuong chanh ma ho goi
la S& Doan (douanne). Ttc thi bac canh
sat bd roi lén dau anh phu xe. Chung t6i
bdo xe ngling; Hué, Canh giai thich véi
canh sat va linh doan rang ching t6i la
ngudi Nam Ky ra Ha ndi thi Tu tai Phap,
rang chiéc «<hom» do6 cta dng Doc cong
Chon mugn Céanh ché gium ra Ha Noi,
vao truong Cong chanh va Canh khong
c6 chia khoa.

May 6ng nha Poan cting kha thong
cam nén cho chung t6i di.

bén khach san Kouroushe, muén
hai phong, Hué, Canh 6 mot, Nhu véi
toi, moOt. Tam rua, an bia com tau roi

nghi.
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Sang ngay 11, dap tau hoa di Ha Nai.

Héi Phong cach Ha N104 cay so
ngan, chung t6i nhin hai bén dudng thay
nhiing rudng go kho khan, cay lua 6m
tong nhu ngudi nhin doéi lau ngay.

Theo y kién dong bao am hiéu nong
nghiép ngoai Bac trong Nam, rudng
ngoai 4y khong phi nhiéu bang rudng
trong ndy, rudng thugng hang Bac Ky
tuong duong véi ruong hang nhi Nam
Ky ma thoi.

Thé cho nén ...

bén Ha ndi, chung t6i vao trudng
Albert Sarraut, 6ng Giam hoc (Censeur)
ti€p da chung tdi tl té; dung bda trua roi
chiéu xuong phong hoc. Lat bat dén t0i,
lai an com va di ngt.
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Sdng ra, chung t6i dé hué lai Nha
Hoc chanh, ho da néu mdt tdm bang
ngoai ctia van phong yéu cau thi sinh Ta
tai trong Sai gon ra, chiu khdo thi mon
van ddp ngay 12 thang 11, ndm 1924,
tai trudng trung hoc Albert Sarraut, hoi
muoi bon gid ba muoi.

Chung t6i chua hét mét ma phai
chiu khao thi lién, nghi cing t6i nghiép,
nhtt 1da mon Anh van, minh hoc vdi hoc
va ddng ma thi, chi nghia da khong bao
nhiéu, con bi sdng gi6é no6 bay di mat mdot
nta roi!

Lao Lomberger, giam khao Anh van,

trudc cai kha nang 16i lac vé Anh ngti
cta minh, lao mang cho tham té, rang:

— Ban Tu tai bon x la toan hao (par-
fait) va that su htu hiéu (vraiment effi-
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cace) ma bay muon tron lanh la nghia
lam sao? Chung bay thi Tu tai Phap dé
lam gi? Néu tao khong vi long nhan dao
(1), tao da vong cho chung bay mot con
s6 khong tron vo roi (un zéro tout rond).

Sau, chung t6i nghe lai lao Lom-
berger da nhan dao tang chung t6i bon
ngudi hai diém, chia dong nhau moi dua
ntia diém (1/2 point) ma xai!

Chu khao la 6ng Brachet, hach toan.

Onglagido su Thacsi, hgp tacvéigido
su Dumarqué soan cudn « Géométrie
dans lespace » (Hinh hoc trong khong
gian). Ong héi nhiéu cau kh tra 1oi.

Gidm khdo mon ly héa la 6ng Ma-
thieu, cyu Hiéu trudng trudng Chasse-
loup Laubat, nguoi nho nha, cho diém
cong binh.
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Gido su Durand, day Viét ngii trudng
Albert Sarraut, bdo t6i gidi thich mot
doan trong Cung odn ngam khuc. Tho-
ng thuong, chung téi hiéu cau: «nudc
duong muon ray ngudi dan ltiia duyén» 1a
do tich «giot nudc canh duong» cua bric
Quan Thé Am Bo tat lam tit lta phién,
song 6ng Durand lai hiéu cach khac; 6ng
cho riang 14 duong (filacs) nau ldy nudc
udng vao thi b6t con phién nao (?)

Trong thoi gian hoc ban Thanh
chung duéi My Tho va ban Tu tai trén
Sai Gon, t6i thuong dan dau trong 16p vé
mon su dia, thé ma chi€éu hom ay, giam
khao hdi vé Sti Cach mang nudc Phap
ndm 1789 (Révolution francaise), khong
hiéu tai sao toi lung ting quén dau quén
dudi, 6ng cho tdi c6 bon diém.

Thanh tht t6i thi€u diém vé toan
phap, st dia va Anh van, con may mon
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kia, c6 1é t6i ciing khong du dugc bao
nhiéu.

Cdc ban toi, Hué, Nhu, Canh gioi
Phép vén 1an toan, ly hoa nén ctu ndi
cai diém rat kém vé Anh van va dugc do.
Chi c6 minh t61 rét! That 1a dau!

Phai chi t6i may man dugc 16i 10
diém, diém trung binh thoi vé st dia, toi
da dau roi!

Lai toi khd khao, chang biét xin thém
diém cung ai ca! Ra S& Buu dién, ba anh
danh dién vé bdo tin miing cho 6ng Hiéu
trudng va gia dinh riéng mdi nguoi.

Anh Canh n6i mdét 161 an i toi:

— Ban Dao, ban dling budn, c¢6 nhiéu
anh sang trong hon ban ma van lan dan
trong truong thi ctt nhu thudng.
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Anh muon dm chi anh Vuong quang
Khiém thi mai cdi Ta tai 1 ban Latin nam
sau nam ma chua dau, trong khi ay, em
cta Khiém, anh Vuong quang Nhudng,
da la Luat khoa Ct nhan roi!

Toi nghi lai ma budn cudi, viéc thi
ctii dau rét la do rai may, dé gioi, ché
sang v6i hen cdi tha gi! Cadm on nha y
anh Canh.

Biita com chiéu ay, 6ng Hiéu trudng
Coqueblin, Thac si Anh vdn, xudng
phong an ngoi khen Nhu, Hué, Canh va
an ui toi vai 10i.

Ong hoi chung t6i c6 muén dy
thinh 16p dé nhtit (Premiére) Toan
(Mathématiques Elémentaires) hay Triét
(Philosophie) 6ng san long cho, kéo mat
ngay gid trong luc cho tau vé Nam.
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Chung tdi cdm on 0ng, song khong
nhén vi ching t6i mudn hudng thoi gian
ranh r6i 4y viéng Ha thanh. Ong cho
chung t6i dugc tu do.

* % %

Bay gio, cdi ng léu chong da tam trd
xong, Canh nhé dén giai nhan Berthe
Sac, c6 ban dong hanh ma dudng nhu
Canh c6 cam tinh.

Me con ¢6 da gia biét chung t6i sém
mai ngay 11, khi xe lta dén Ha thanh,
mua vé di Nam Dinh.

Canh dé nghi cung Hué di Nam
DPinh tim tham c6 Sac, Hué khong dong
y, dé ngay gio viéng Ha Noi va vai vung
lan can thay vi dudi theo bong giai nhan.

Canh cudi budn, bép bung chiu.
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Truong trung hoc Albert Sarraut

Nhiéu giao su Phap cho riang trudng
nay la mot trong nhiing trudng 16n va
dep nhtt nudc Phap (I'un des meilleurs
lycées de France).

Trudng rong rai, sach sé, cd san quan
vgt, san choi bong ro, phong tap thé thao
day da dung cu. May con dudng nhéd
trong trudng trai san trang tinh.

Nhiéu day 1én hai tang, moi lau keé
ba hang giudng, ném cao mén am, lau
hai 16p ctia, ctia kiéng va ctia cay, van lau
danh béng lang 13y, di muon trgt.

Phong an chung don trang hoang, c6
hoa c6 kiéng, bon tro ngdéi mot ban (car-
ré), hai duda chia mét con ga gid quay;
trang miéng, moi tro dn mot trai cam,
hodc hai trai quit.
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Ban gidam doc c¢6 o6ng Hiéu trudng
(Proviseur), Ong Gidm hoc (Censeur),
ong Tong Giam thi (Surveillant Géné-
ral), mét thau ngan vién (Econome) va
mot phat ngan vién (Dépensier).

Bita com nao, 6ng Gidm hoc hay 6ng
Tong Giam thi cling rao dudi phong éan.
Ong Gidm hoc n6i v6i hoc sanh:

— T6i muon cac anh an ngon, day du,
song cac anh phai hoc cho gioi.

Ong di qua rdi, hoc sanh noi 1én 6ng:

— Chinh 6ng Econome nu6i minh
ché phéi 6ng Censeur dau!

Ong ndy con cdi git gao la chda nhut,
ong dung noi ctia, hoc sanh khong méc
ao ni, dng khong cho ra.

Gido su trudng nay toan la nhiing tay
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cli vi da s6 gido su Thac si (Agrégé) duoc
b6 nhiém qua Dong duong déu xin dugc
day & Lycée Albert Sarraut, it ai chiu ghé
trudong Chasseloup Laubat, hay 1én Col-
lege Sisowath ¢ Nam vang, chi trii dng
gido su Todn chung t6i 1a 6ng Pasqualini
viba vg la Hiéu trudng trudng trung hoc
N sinh bon quéc (Collége de Jeunnes
filles indigenes) nhu trén chung t6i cé
noi.

Truong Albert Sarraut, gido su cling
phan biét giai cadp: mo6i ky nhéom hop,
gido su Thac si va Tién si ngdi chung,
con gido su C nhan nhém riéng.

Trudng co hai cta: ctia 16n day ra dai
16 danh cho céac gido su, con ctia nho thi
hoc sanh ra vao.

Hoi day su dia ngoai dd, 6ng Bouault,
gido su Thac si, Hiéu trudng chung t6i,
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cling la mot tay “cé hang” song dng noi
chuyén khong hap dan va giong doc kho-
ng hay.

Mot ndm, ong lanh s mang doc
dién van nhan dip 1é phat thudng nghi
hé. Ong viét mot bai van ta canh dic sic
vé Ho Hoan kiém (Le petit Lac).

Cdc gido su hoan nghinh cdch hanh
van bong bdy ctia dng, song ho phé binh:
“Bai dién van xuit sac ctia 6ng, doc ra

A o Ll N L4 ) .
roi, gidm mat gia tri” (Son beau discours
se gate en sortant de sa bouche).

Mot chiéu, Canh dugc 6ng phat ngan
vién mdi lén van phong “co viéc”.
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Thi ra, Canh da danh dién tin vé nha,
xin ti€p té va dugc phu than géi ra cho
tram bac.

Day, Ha Noi 1924

Thé la mdi ngay, bay gi¢ sém mai,
diém tdm xong, chuing t6i ra truong di
dao: Bung ngo, vé dn com, nghi trua.
Hai gio rudi, hoc sanh vo6 hoc, chung toi
lai ra pho. Dén bay gi¢ vé dung com roi
ngu, ngay hom sau cling vay.

Nho thé ma ching t6i dao choi khap
Ha thanh luc bay gio (1924), nhan thay
thanh pho nay rong 16n song khong dep
bdang Sai Gon, nha ctia phé xa cai troi
ra cai sut vo, that Ia “mat trat ty”. Lai co
nhiéu can pho, bé ngang chting hai thudc
rudi ba thudc, nén thap hon mdt dudng
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ma chtia cd mot 6 bay tam gia dinh, moi
gia dinh la mot cai gh€ bé.

Con dudng ndo nhiét nhut la dai 16
Paul Bert, rong hon dudng Ty Do (Ca-
tinat) trong minh, va cac hiéu to nam
trén dai 10 nay. Nha buon do6 s¢ nhut 1a
“Go da” (Godard), ban thap vat, in nhu
“Grands Magasins Charner” (bay gio la
Tax) trong Nam.

Pht Toan Quyén ngoai d6 khong
rong 16n oai vé nhu Dinh Toan Quyén &
Sai Gon. Chi co trudong Albert Sarraut va
an dut truong Chasseloup Sarraut, vay
thoi.

Cau Doumer, dong bao ta goi la “Do
My kiéu”, dai 1865 thudc, bac ngang sdong
Hong Ha, 1a mot ky cong ctia hang Eiffel.
Chiéc cau khong cé cot, vi may con cat
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nam dudi cau khong viing chac, thudng
xé dich, ngudi ta khong thé xay dung cot
cau trén con cat khong chon ay dugc.

Cau sat chia lam ba phan, phan gitia
dé xe ltia chay, phan hai bén danh cho
bd hanh, 6 6, xe cao su... Mot ngudi bat
dau di ti bén nay qua thi lén cau phia tay
mdt, dén gitia cAu dliing chon ngam may
ngam nudc mac tinh rdi phai di luén qua
bén kia, ché khong quay tré lai con dang
cu dugc.

Qua bén rdi, cing do phan tay mat
minh ma vé bén nay. Thanh thu qua cau
hai phen di bo gan bon cay s6 cling kha
moi chon.

Nguoi ta thuit rang mdi budi séng,
nhiéu ngudi ra ngo6i hai bén b song
Hong Ha phong ué thi da cd mot s6 ngusi
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chuc san mot cai vgt bang may hay bang
tre, ké dudi dit ho ma hung lay, roi dem
vé lam phan bén rudng.

Sudt con dudng xe ltta Ha Noi Hai
Phong, dai 104 cay s6, chung t6i nhin
hai bén dudng thay nhiing ruong go kho
khan, cay laa 6m teo nhu ngudi nhin doi
lau ngay.

Theo y kién dong bao am hiéu nong
nghiép ngoai Bac trong Nam, rudng
ngoai 4y khong phi nhiéu bang rudng
trong ndy; rudng thuong hang Bac Ky
tuong duong véi ruong hang nhi Nam
Ky ma thai.

Thé cho nén...!
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Vuon bach thu Ha Noi sanh véi Sé
thu Sai Gon luc bay gio thi, xin 16i, nhu
mot tréi mot vuc. Bach thu, cé nghia la
tram thu, gi ma thu I6n chi c6 nam ba
con, thi nho chiing chuc chan.

Con cay coi, toan nhiing tan cao co
tho, chang c6 cay chi dep va la ca. Trong
vuon moc hon tho son, cao 28 thudc, tén
la “Khan son’, tuc truyén khi xua vua Lé
Thai T6 ngu trén day duyét binh.

Dao choi Tay HO, chung tdi viéng
Dén Tran Vo, thd Dic Chan Vo Dé
quan, tuc goi 1a “Ong Thanh Déng den”,
pho tugng dong ngdi cao dung tran nha,
su tiéu trong chuia bao rang tugng nay
nang ba ngan ki. Chung t6i suc nhé bai
tho “Canh Dén Tran Vo~ ctia Ba Huyén
Thanh Quan:
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Em di chiéu hom t6i Trdn dai,

Lang lang chdng bon chiit tran ai!
Ba hoi triéu m¢ chudng gam séng,
Mot viing tang thuiong niidc on troi.
Bé di ngan trung khon tdt can,
Nguodn dn tram trugng dé khoi voi.
Nao nao Cuc Lac la dau ta?

Cuc Lac la day chin r6 mudi.

Nhiing dém heé ndéng buc, nhiéu
ngudi dan 6ng, trong sé c6 nhiing sinh
vién, trai ghé bo trén bd HO6 Tay ma ngt
cho mat, saing mang veé.

Han doc gia mién Nam c6 nghe noi
dén Chua Mot Cot? Chuia nam trong
mot ho sen bon phia trang xi mang, rong
moi bé chiing mudi thudc; hai hon da
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xanh hinh try, bé kinh d¢ hai thudc tay,
chong 1én nhau thanh mdt cay cot cao
ndm thudc, chong dd mdt ngdi chiia nhé
thd Dtic Bo tat Quan Thé Am.

Nghe noi nam 1954, luc Phéap giao
Bac Phéan cho Viét Minh, khong r6 ai dat
chat n6 pha huy ng6i chua lich st 4y, tiéc
thay!

Tiép tuc viéng Dén Chua c¢6 tich,
chung to6i chiém nguéng Dén Hai Ba
Trung & lang Cam Khé, mot ngoi dén
xua, ba gian, khong cd chi ddc sac. Ching
toi khong vo dang bén trong.

HoO Hoan kiém cé mdét thap nho,
Thap Rua, cat trén dao con, va Bén Ngoc
Son thd Van Thanh. Tt bé Ho, phai qua
mot cdi cau dai hep, dén Dai Nghién, ké
Théap But, r6i mdi t6i Dén.
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Canh tich mich sum nghiém, cay
cOi rudm ra, nhang khéi quanh nam mu
mit. Quanh ho, cd nhiing quan kem nho
nhd, khach nhan du ngéi an kem ngam
canh sinh tinh ma... chang nén tho.

Muo6n thdm may ban sinh vién
trudng Cao dang, phai di ngay chua
nhut, hodc ngay thudng thi sau bita com
chiéu, 10i tam gid toi.

Luc bay gio, ngoai Ha Noi, trong nt
giGi, n6i 1én phong trao “phi Cao ding
bat thanh phu phu” (khoéng phai xuat
than noi truong Cao dang thi khong
thanh chong vg).

bung thé, thoi budi ay, xuat duong
du hoc da 1a thién nan van nan thi sinh
vién ta chi con nude dd x6 ra Ha Noi dé
sau ba bon nam hoc hanh tré thanh 6ng
Tham, Y si, Poc cong, Gido su... chiém
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mot dia vi cao ca trong xa hdi Viét Nam,
thi sao thiéu nt Ha thanh lai ching mé
tit sinh vién Cao ddng chg! VA lai, cic

A <« 7 ) A A A 2 Y ~ .
cau “via” mot bd do ni vao ciing dep trai
ra phét.

... Trdilanh, vi da cuoi thu sang dong;
madc dau choang 4o 4m, song chua quen
khi hau Bac ha nén chung t6i bon ngudsi
ngoi hai chiéc xe cao su, chen vao nhau
ma van run.

Mbi cube xe la mot hao (modt cic),
nhung dong bao phu xe ta la lam sao,
minh trd dung gid biéu, mot hao, ho doi
thém, ma néu trd hai hao, ho cang doi
dd doi, thé ho cho “may thay Sai Gon”
ngdc lam thi phai! Ngoai chau thanh, cé
may bac cdm (canh sat), ho khong dam
lam hung, vi roi may bac bd 1én dau,
song trudng hop chung to6i vé trudng
thi ho kéu la 0m téi thanh thu chung toi
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ap dung moét bién phap la, xudng xe, ba
ngudi, Nhu, Canh vdi toi, lat dat vo clia
dé mdac anh Hué “xt kién” roi vo sau.

Hen chi ngay nay anh Hué lam tham
phén la phai.

Cung mdt s6 sinh vién, mot budi mai
chua nhut, chung t6i viéng vidén quan
Tong d6c Ha Bong Hoang Trong Phu, la
con dng Hoang Cao Khai.

Mot ngdi vuon rong 16n chiém cd
mdy chuc mau tdy, sach sé tuom tat,
cam quit va nhiéu cay dn qua trong ngay
hang thang 16i, lai c6 nhiing hon non
bo, nhiing thach dong, trong dong treo
chuong dong.
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Vuon rong, phu lam vudn dong,
muoén goi ho vé nghi, trong nha phai
giong lén mot hoi chiéng. Hang quit trai
dé ting, sa sa dudi dat, chung toi 1én xin
vai trdi bo tui ra khdi vuon chia nhau ma
an. Trdi tuy xinh dep ma lat nhéch, kho-
ng ngon ngot bang quit Can Tho, quit Ké
Sach minh.

Tiéc rang ngay dy 6ng Hoang Trong
Phu di vang, bang chang thi ong da tiép
chung t6i vi dng trong si phu v6 cung.
Nghe noi 6ng c6 bang T tai Phap va dng
gidi ca phap van lan Héan van. Cac quan
Tay né nang 6ng va chung dan cting kinh
trong Ong.

Thoi gian gian doan - 1924-1925

Pau thang 12, sau khi giad ti ban
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Giam doc, chung t6i lai ddp chiéc Réam
bé nho cli cang ma vé Nam. Trén dudng
ve, chung t6i cling bi gié doi séng dap
nhu béan di va khi dén Ba ngoi, mac tran
bao sudt dém.

Tau dau lai ma chiu tran, lam luac,
ching t6i céd cam tudng bi dua lén chot
nuai roi hup xuong tan long cung.

Nhiéu hanh khdch mang 4o toi xach
va-li lén chau thanh tim noi ta tuc, song
khong thanh cong lai l6p ngop trd veé tau.

Sang ra, gié ém bién ldng, chung toi
nghe tran bao hoi hom lam cho mady tau
hu sao d6, dudng nhu chon vit gay hét
mot canh nén tau chay cham ri.

Cling nhd vay ma chung t6i dugc
ching kién mot canh ngoan muc: tdm
gio mai, dudi anh thai duong, chung t6i
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dting trén boong tau trong ra phia hitu l1a
nai, bén ta 1a bién ca bao la.

Bong dau mdt doan ca bay dudi bién
vot lén, bay trén mdt nudc cao do vai
thudc tay va bay mot khoang chting ndm
muoi thudc réi dap xudng nuéce 1op dop
nhu tr6i mua.

Thu that chung t6i khong kip trong
ky, song c6 1é con ca minh thon, kho-
ng map, ky, vi, dudi dai hon cdc loai ca
thudng, nén méi nhe minh phéng 1én
bay nhu vay.

Cung di mot chuyén tau véi ching
toi c6 anh Phép lai Robert Clément, anh
hoc truong Albert Sarraut, méi dau Tu
tai 2 ban Triét.

Chung t6i cung ding dua be thuyén
tro chuyén, anh bao nén can thén, dting
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lam rét nén rét khan xudéng bién “khong
nén” vi mot ngudi ban anh vo y lam rét
cai non dudi song, bong khong dau binh
chi ma chét, bac si tim khong ra; anh tin
rang chac ¢ sy huyén bi duéi Thay té
rudc nguoi trao khan trao nén lam tin.

Ban dong hanh chung t6i lai cé anh
hoc sinh Bac Viét dau Tu tai 1 ban Latin,
dap tau v6 Sai Gon sang Phép du hoc.

Anh di t6i di lui cung ching toi
chuyén van, gip vai anh tay diung trudc
mi thuyén, anh 10t cdi két anh, chap
trudc nguc, thua gai rét la 1€ phép, dang
thuong.

Thinh thoang, anh khac nho trén
mat bién, ndi rang:

— Cac anh xem, t6i ddm nhd nudc
bot trén vo cung tan! (Vous voyez, jose
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cracher a la face de 'immensité).
Chung t6i nhin nhau mim cudi.

Tau dén Cap dém 10 thang 12. biing
trén nui, chiéc hai dang quét mot vong
tron ba muoi cay s6 dudng ban kinh.
Duéi chon nui, nhiing den dién bao
quanh, tao thanh mdt canh dep dé nhu
muodn sao moc trén mat dat.

Roi cling canh tugng cti hién ra, nhu
moét thadng trudc, khi chung toi roi Sai
Gon ra Bac Viét. Song Sai Gon quanh
co, lau chuong Nha Tho Dtic Ba khi an
luc hién, khi thi 10 ra bén trai, luc lai bén
phai ching toi.

Hai bén song toan 1a rling sat, ti bé
vang vé am u, thinh thoang trdi tiéng
chim riing.
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Tau cap bén, ba ban t6i vao trudng,
Canh va Nhu v6 16p Todn, ban cing Nga
Ty, con Hué 16p Triét, dong hoc véi Tran
van Thach va c6 dam Lucienne Cavai-
gnals.

Toi thui thai vé TAn An, chuén bi dé
thi lai mon van ddp ky thang bdy ndm
sau, 1925, vi thoi ky ay, thi sinh nao da
d4u bai viét ma rét phan van dap, dugc
an hu¢ thi phan nay hai lan niia ma khoi
phai thi bai viét lai.

Song than va anh chi tdi khong buon
toi thi rét, ma lai mung toi di dudng dugc
binh an, vi nghe ngoai Trung mdi roi bi
tran bao to, lay lam lo so.

Trot budng lao thi phai theo lao, t6i
phai chiém cai Ta tai cho bang dugc, ché
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da tit khuéc hoc bong Su pham roi, bay
gio lam sao ma xin lai d€ hoc nién khoéa
1924-25?

Va cing mat ludn cai hoc bong trung
hoc & trudng Chasseloup Laubat, va tré
lai trudng mot nam chi d€ gioi mai phan
van dap la phan tuong doi dé hon thi
vét, cling ton hoc phi va ton cong phu.
Nhung lam gi cho hét sdu bdy thing
trudng, tu thang 12 nam 1924 cho dén
thang bay ndm 1925!

Ngay chi t6i chi 6m cuon Trigo kho
khan va Lich stt Cach mang nudéc Phap,
phéan tach may vé tuong cua Corneille,
Racine, Moliére thi chan bé dai!

Toi day thi cong may tré hoc sanh
16p nhi A ctia anh tdi va t6i tim thay hai
nhan tai: Tran van Pha va Vo van Nghi.
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Thud ay, trudng tinh Tan An c6 ba
16p nhi (Cours Moyen A, B va C). Ong
Nguyén van Duyén lam Giam doc Ty
Gido huan (Directeur du Groupe sco-
laire); Ong rat siéng can, thinh thoang
ong budc hoc sanh cung nhau thi thd,
hodc Phap vin, hodc Toan phap.

Ma thi lan nao, Tran van Phua véi Vo
van Nghi cling vugt xa tat ca hoc sanh
dong 16p va cad hai 16p B va C kia nita.

Thoi gian ranh roi, t6i tham gia
phong trao giai tri «bat lanh manh»: da
ga noi, luc bay gio rat thanh hanh & Tan
An.
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Anh em t6i thang dugc vai ba d6 véi
may con ga xudt sac cta hoc tro hodc cho
thay, hodc cho muon.

M4 t6i khong néi gi, nhung trua chua
nhut, khi t6i véi vai diia hoc tro 6m ga di
da, ma t6i budn hiu, toéi d€ y vai lan nhu
vay, va toi thoi, khong choi ga noi nia.

Tham thoat bay thang tréi qua, roi
thang bay nam 1925, t6i ddu phan van
dap tai Sai gon.

La vi, ké tli nim nay, Phu Toan quyén
cho ban Giam khao gom céd mot s6 giao
su Ha noi va mot s6 & Sai gon, thi hanh
phén sy tai Sai gon.

Ban Todan, Nga dau hang binh (men-



410 7 Béo Ve B

tion Bien) Ty, binh thu (Assez bien)
Nhu, thi (Passable)

Canh rét, song ky thi thang mudi lai
dau.

Ban Triét, Hué, Thach va c6 Cavai-
gnals déu dau hang thu.

Ta tai 1, ban D, tam chin thi sinh dau,
trong dé cé Truong cong Vinh, Nguyén
van Hudng dau binh thi. Nhac lai, ndm
1922-23, lac chung téi hoc nam thu nhtt
Ta tai bon xu, anh Vinh ngoéi 16p dé nhi
nién va d6 tha khoa, di Ha Noi hoc y
khoa nam thu nhtt, 1923-24.

Anh khong thich lam y si Dong dong
(Médecin Indochinois) nén trg vé Sai
gon; ndm 1924-25, vo 16p Premiere D,



b8 i s (B e ] 411

quyét do cho dugc bang Ta tai Phap, dé
hocykhoaBacsi(Docteur en Médecine).

Thanh thd, nam 1925-26, trong luc
vai cuu ban hoc ¢t cia anh, nhu anh Lé
quan Thiét, anh Lé vdn Xuyén, hoc nam
thd ba y khoa ngoai Ha ndi, con mét
ndm niia ra trudng thi anh Vinh dang
theo dudi cai Tu tai 2 ban Toan.

Ai ai cting phuc chi kién nhan cua
anh.

Nguyén van Hudng, ban t6i hoi &
My tho, ndm 1921-22, td6i ngodi 16p dé
tam nién, Hudng nam th hai.

Nam 1923-24, t6i 16p Tu tai bon xu
dé nhi nién; Huéng hoc nam tht tu ban
Thanh chung Chasseloup Laubat, thi do
bang Thanh chung hang binh (Bien).

Hudng xin v6 16p Seconde D; thay vi
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chap thudn, 6ng Bouault thuong cai tho-
ng minh cua Huéng cho lén Premiere D.
Va thang bay nam 1925, Huéng do tu tai
1 mét lugt véi toi.

Ciing ky ndy, anh Dang van Hiéu, T
Viét, d6 luén Ta Phap. Hiéu la em anh
bang van Ty no6i danh nam 1921, lac
hoc sanh Chasseloup Laubat bai khoa.

* %

Trong luc toi thi ¢ Sai gon, thi tai Tan
An, hai dda hoc tr6 t6i, Phu v6i Nghi,
mdc dau hoc 16p nhi, cting dau c4p bang
So hoc ma dau vao hang gidi, giam khao
ngoi khen, 6ng Duyén hai long.
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Lop Triét hoc (Philosophie) 1925-
26

Todn hoc sanh 16p Tri€t chung toi
la ba Viét, bon Phap v&i mot c6 dam:
Nguyén trung Giao, Tt van Thiét, Dao
van Hoi, Quintrie Lamothe, con mot vién
Tham phan, Motais de Narbonne, con
mot Luét su (chang biét ¢ than thich véi
ong Motais, gido su chung téi & My tho
chang), Jacques Banchelin, 6ng than y la
Hiéu trudng truong Chasseloup Laubat
thay thé 6ng Bouault vé Phap, Jean Du-
bois v6i c6 Lane Desvareilles, con mot
vién Dai ta.

Lép Toan (Mathématiques Elémen-
taires) c6 Truong cong Vinh, Nguyén
van Hudng, Nguyén sanh Chau, Déing
van Hiéu, Mach Dung véi Jean Daviau,
ngudi Phap lai.
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Giao su

Chung t6i «tho gido» v6i dng Georges
Mignon, C nhan Triét hoc, con bon 16p
Toan, cing van 6ng Pasqualinila «trudng
ban».

Hai todn hoc sanh Tu tai 2, ng6i hoc
chung mot phong nho, khodng gitia kho
sach va Phong hop céc gido su.

Giao, Dubois, Quintrie Lamothe,
Motais va c6 Lane & ngoai, con chung toi
déu la noi tru.

Ngay chua nhyt mudn vo ra gid nao
da danh ma mdi bla, ndm gio¢ chiéu,
chung t6i tu tién ra chg cit dn chdo c4,

dao choi mdt vong dén sdu gié mdi vo.

Chiéu thu bay, ranh rang, téi véi
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Thiét dat bai ca va chép thi van vao tap
ngam nga.

Hoc sanh Triét va Toan hoc chung
Luan ly hoc (Logique) v6i 6ng Mignon,
st ky v6i dng Louis Doz va van vat hoc,
ong Magalon.

Hoc dugc mot thang da thay ro ba
hoc sanh Viét vugt han may ban Phdp
va Oong Mignon cang ba dua tdéi hon,
con may co cau Phép, ngoai trti Dubois,
Banchelin va c6 Lane Desvareilles, hai
cdu Quintrie Lamothe va Motais b€ qua,
nhtt 1a Quintrie Lamothe lo chung di¢n
cho sang dé di dao pho.

Nadm Triét 1a nién hoc sung sudng
nhtit trong d6i hoc sanh toi, tuong duong
vé6i thoi ky toi hoc 16p ba A véi thay ba
Canh.
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Minh da thi ddu Ta tai 1, ban D (Khoa
hoc - sinh ngti) (Sciences — Langues) thi
vao 16p Triét, chuong trinh khoa hoc doi
v6i minh ¢6 tham thap vao dau. Cuon
sach vat ly Lemoine — Vincent day tdm
chin trdm trang, khong lam cho chung
toi ngan, chi toi cho may cau «latinistes»
(hoc ban B, Latin) gdp phai 6ng gido su
Leguen noi troi noéi bién, may ciu ngdi
ng6 nhau, chang hiéu gi ca.

i i

Ve Viét ngti, "Toan" v6i "Triét" cing
hoc chung véi 6ng gido su Nguyén vin
Mai. Mot hom, chung t6i vao 16p thay
trén bang den, khong biét ai da viét cau:

Mai nd trudc, mai cudi hanh muodn,

Hanh né sau, hanh ngdn mai suy!
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Xin gidi thich chung téi cau nay.

Ong bao boi, va co 1é dng tudng
chung t6i viét cau "pham thugng" dé
nén ong to vé budn, 6ng no6i mat mot
cau rang, mdc dau 6ng da xua, da lut roi,
song 6ng con day dugc. Chung t6i chang
ai noi gi.

Anh Phép lai Jean Daviau cling hoc
Viét ngti v6i chung t6i, anh ndi chuyén
bang tiéng Viét troi chay, song chua chac
anh da kha nang thi ngoai ngli bang
tiéng Viét.

Mot hom, 6ng Mai hoi anh:

— Daviau, comment ferez-vous? (Da-
viau, anh sé lam thé nao?)

Daviau dap:

— Je fais ce que je peux (Toi lam tuy
kha nang t6i).
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Nhan giai thich «Bich cau ky ngé»,
ong noi:
— Hai cau sau day:
Xan tay md khéa dong dao,
May tubn bién di, mua vao song dn.

nguoi ta cho 1a tuc, ma téi c6 thay tuc
choé nao & dau!

Anh Vinh dap:

— Thua, céi y thi tuc ma dién ta lai
thanh.

Chung t6i hoc v6i 6ng Mignon, hap
thu dugc kién thiic méi mé, viing chac.
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Ong khong néi nang ai bao gio, 6ng
dep ngudi, trén mdi luén né mot nu
cuoi, xtiing dang véi cdi tén Mignon (dep
dé, dé mén) ctia Ong.

DPiém cao nhiit 6ng cho la tdm diém
ma diém thap nhtit ciing dugc nam.

Nhut la 6ng c6 cam tinh dac biét
cung t6i, lam cho t6i cdm dong, cho dén
sau khi toi ra 6 doi, 6ng cling con chiéu
cO dén t0i, on 6ng t6i khong bao gio tra
ddng, vi 6ng da ra ngudi thién c6 lau roi!

Hai huéc

Trong nién hoc 1925-26 nay, ciing
cO nhiéu viéc tu cudi, nhu Tu van Thiét
chingt6i,bd tichloat choat, mayanh ting
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cho va cai biét danh 1a "Petit coq"(con ga
trong con).

Anh Mach Dung, tay chon ca nguéu,
ca ngoao, dugc anh Vinh, anh Hiéu kéu:
«Mach Kai, Macaque». Anh cudi ha ha,
khong gian.

Co Pothier thay thé 6ng Doz day st
ky, Quintrie Lamothe va Motais ngoi
nhun nhun cai ban, lam tr6 con khi; Giao
cam cui viét mot bai ly thuyét vé «mui
héi nach» ctia ¢6 Lane Desvareilles.

Man gid hoc, c6 vé roi, Giao mdi
trao bai ay cho anh em chuyén tay nhau
thudng thuc ...

Chira rugu

Mot bubi mai chua nhut, anh toi
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dudi Tan An 1én, vo trudng tham toi roi
cung di v6i toi ra ngoai thanh dao choi,
dén muoi mot gio, anh dat toi lai tiém
com cha & dudng Sabourain, nay la Ta
thu Thau, dn com ca ry cha.

Anh kéu mot chai chat trang Prei-
gnac, anh em ngon miéng, viia dn udng,
viia chuyén vang, hét chai rugu luc nao

khong hay.

Anh téi manh rugu, ting lam ban
v6i Co nhac, Huyt ki ma khong sao c3,
con t6i, bach di¢én tho sanh ma duong
cy v6i Preignac lan dau lam cho t6i vé
dudng mdi, ti bén nay bang qua bén kia,
mudn sum gitia dudng.

Anbh t6i kéu chiéc xe kéo, diu tdi lén,
ché t6i v trudng, dat lén phong nga, cdi
ao, ca vat, coi giay toi, roi x0 1én giudng
nam.
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Ngu mot giac dén chiéu mdéi day, toi
nhé chuyén say rugu hoi trua ma then
thudng; néu t6i dn udng mot minh ma
say sua nhu vay, rui té ngoai dudng, lam
trd cudi cho cong ching, nhuc nha biét
bao!

Toi thé khong uong rugu niia, va toi
giti 161 thé dén nay hon bon muoci nam
roi, lau lau lai rai mot ly la ve ma thoi, va
muoi may nam nay cling gia biét la ve
ludn.

Nghi 1€ Tét, t6i vé Tan An, bo y phuc
vao th, khoa lai can than.

Chting 1én, toi thay tu da md khoa,
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kéo ta ra xem thi, 6 ho, y phuc mat gan
hét, nhit 1a may bo Au phuc. Ai dn cdp?
May anh lao cong quét don lau? May hoc
sanh ¢ lai trudng khong vé qué dan Tét?

To6i khiéu nai cuing 6ng Tong Giam
thi, ong giao cho giam thi di€u tra. Két
qua la moét con s6 khong to tudng!

Ban hoc an i, cd 1€ rui ma hda may
chédng, va toi sé thi dau.

Chung t6i thi Diplome

Chung t6i sap c6 Tu tai toan phan,
thé ma con thi Diplome, c6 mau thuan
va tic cudi chang!

La boi ong gido Tai trén van phong
Hiéu trudng tt t€ cung chung toi qua,
ong c6 ngudi em thi Diplome ma anh ay
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con dudi cai hang «luc luc thudng tai»
nia!

Ong cdu cttu v6i ching t6i, anh em
hta tuy kha nang, tan tam giap do.

Ong Tai c¢6 bén am ta véi may cau
hoi, t6i lanh phan tra 16i may cau hoi ay.

Giao lam mot bai luan van xuat sac,
Vinh giai dap hai bai toan khong cho ché,
Chau lam bai ly, héa y nhu trong sach.

Ong Tai «héa phép than thong» trao
may bai ay cho 6ng em, thanh tht thisinh
dau bai viét v6i diém trung binh trén 15,
nghe lai thi 6ng Mignon lam giam khao
Phap van cho cdi bai luan van cua «Giao
lam gitim» 16 diém!

Qua moén khiau déap, ong thi sinh
chiing t6i bi «c6 1é» (coller) gan khap cac
mon, thé ma anh con ddu véi hang binh
thu (assez bien).
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C6 phai la khoa ay, tat ca hai l6p Triét
va Toan déu thi Diplome chang?

i i

Thi Ta tai 2

Thoi gian qua mau le, ngay thi dén.
To6i muogn cua Diép van Dién (con Ong
Diép vin Cuong), cay but may, bom muc
vo day.

Triét hoc, ho cho ba dau dé, mot vé
tam ly hoc (Psychologie), mot v€ luan ly
(morale) va dé thiibalaluan ly (logique).

Thi sinh dugc tu do chon mot trong
ba dau dé ay. Toi chon dau dé vé luan ly
nhu vay:

«Role de I'imagination en morale»
(Vai tro cta tudng tugng trong luén ly).
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Ba tiéng dong ho, toi viét mudi trang,
dang gio, nap quyén.

Giao vé6i Thiét lam bai vé tam ly.

Bai thi triét hoc dugc cho diém tu 0
dén 20, hé so 2, tic diém trung binh la
20. Thi van vat hoc (Sciences naturelles)
s6 diém ti 0 dén 10, hé so6 1, trung binh
la 5. Thé 1a hoi du 25 diém méGi dau bai
Viét.

Triét hoc toi dugc 14 diém, nhan cho
2 1a 28, cong véi 6 diém van vat hoc la 34
diém.

Thi sinh cé anh Phap tén Francois
Napoléon, anh ciing ldy dau dé luan ly
nhu tdi, anh dugc nhiing 17 diém, hé s6
2, tic la 34 diém, chua ké s6 diém bai
van vat hoc cua anh. Dau bai viét: Giao,
Thiét, Hoi, Dubois, Banchelin va Fran-
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cois Napoléon. Ré6t: Quintrie Lamothe,
Motais va Lane Desvareilles.

Qua phan khau dap, loay hoay thé
nao ma Francois Napoléon vGi Banche-
lin r6t tudt. Giao xudt sac vé Anh vin,
duogc 16 diém.

Toi thi Viét nglt v6i 6ng Huynh.
Ong c6 modt bon Kim Van Kiéu dich ra
Phdp van, 6ng bdo t6i dich mét doan, va
ong xem c6 dung vé6i bon dich cta 6ng
khong. Ong chi ting t6i c6 11 diém. Mot
cd dam, gido su trudng nid trung hoc
Phap hoi toi v€ nhut thuc, nguyét thuc.

Toi dugc ong Boulé, chu khao, van
nan vé luan ly va 6ng Henri Neveu, Gidm
d6c Thdo cam vién, hach vé van dé vé
sanh nha cta.
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Két qua

Giao dau v6i hang binh (bien), toi,
binh tht (assez bien), Thiét v6i Dubois,
thi (passable).

Frangois Napoléon véi Banchelin
thang mudi thi lai phan khau dap.

Ban Todn, Vinh véi Huéng dau binh
thu, ky du may anh kia déu thu.

Thi xong, chung t6i, Giao, Thiét véi
toi, dén tham 6ng Mignon.

Maic dau cam sét, ong cling ran ra
ti€p chung t6i, nggi khen va dai rugu.

Ong han héi anh em chung t6i tinh
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sé lam gi, va ong htia sé ra Nha Hat tay
(hién nay la tru s& Ha vién), chiing kién
cudc phat thudng.

Lanh thuéng

Nhan gdp 6ng Giam hoc Tullié, toi
kinh c4n hdéi tham ong t6i c6 may man
dugc phan thudéng vu hang (Prix d’Ex-
cellence) hay khong.

Ong viia stia cai ca vat toi, viia vui
vé tra 16i rang 6ng Mignon dé nghi cho
toi dugc Phan thudng dé va cac gido su
dong y.

Ngay lanh thudng la ngay vui nhut
doi toi.

Trongmétkhung canh trang nghiém,
gido su mdc 4o rong den ngodi trén san
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khau, dau mdt cdi ban to chat day sach
dep.

Nghe xudéng tén to6i, to6i do mot chiéc
cau thang nho ma 1én san khau; vi cdm
dong, toi trgt mot chut, nghe trong ddm
hoc sanh, cé tiéng kéu: « Y! »

To6i dugc lanh:

Phan thudng uu hang (Prix d’Excel-
lence),

Phan thuéng danh du (Prix d'Hon-
neur)

Phan thudng Triét hoc (Prix de Phi-
losophie)

Phan thudng St hoc (Prix d’His-
toire)

Phan thudéng Van vat hoc (Prix de
Sciences Naturelles)
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Phan thudng Viét ngii (Prix Langue
Annamite) sau quyén sach to vé:

bia ly nudc Phap
Khoa diéu khac c6 thoi,

Thé gidi huyeén bi loai sau bo va hai
cudn sach nho.

Mot trang phao tay cua gido su lan
hoc sanh tdn thudng toi va 6ng Grand-
jean, Gido d6c Hoc chanh, bon thén trao
phan thudng cho t6i, trong lac 6ng Mi-
gnon nhin t6i mim cudi.

Bén 16p Todn, anh Truong cong
Vinh dugc Phan thudéng quan Thong
doc Nam Ky (Prix du Gouverneur de la
Cochinchine) ma phan thudng vu hang
(Prix d’Excellence) lai lot vao tay cau
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Robert Carbonieres — vi ma cau la gido
su — mac dau cdu ta hoc tam thudng va
khong c6 1ay moét cai phan thudng hang
nhi mon nao ca.

Anh em 16p Todn ai cling bat binh,
xam xi cung nhau: 1€ thi cdi phan thudng
dé vé phan anh Vinh hay la chu Hudng
mdi phai cho.

Noi hoc dudng da cé su bat cong!

Hom sau, toi mdét minh dén tham
ong thay toi.

Ong lai héi t6i toan lam gi trong
tuong lai, toi thua rang vi gia dinh song
than t6i khong khd gid nén t6i dinh xin
dugc bd dung lam Tham ta Hanh chanh,
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ngo hau giup d& cha me t6i luc tudi gia.

Ong béo rang 6ng du dinh xu4t ban
mot tap chi van chuong hang tuan bang
Viét ngtt, 6ong muodn muon toi lam Chu
but.

Toi thua lay lam han hanh dugc ti€p
tay ong va toi cing thich van chuong
lam, song to6i tudi tré, tai so, chua co bao
nhiéu kinh nghiém, nén khong ddm dam
nhiém trong trach 6ng giao pho.

Ong khong ép tdi va chan thanh
khuyén t6i dau lam nghé gi cling ran
gioi mai tri thuc, luyén nghé cho tinh va
khong nén quén dudng dao dtic.

Toéi kinh cin ta on 6ng va, sau do,
trén dudng doi, nhiing khi gap diéu rac
r6i, to6i dén nho O6ng chi bao, 6ng san long
ludn.
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Tap chi hang tuan ma 6ng dinh giao
cho t6i diéu khién, chinh la t6 «Rang
dong» ma may thang sau, 6ng nhd anh
Doan trung Con binh but.

Trudc khi ti gid hoc dudng, ching
toi bat tay mdy anh giam thi, mét anh
hoi Giao sé lam gi. Giao dép:

— Hoc y khoa.
Anh cudi miéng chi noi:

— Roi vous sdn soc t6i ma khong tinh
tién, nghe!

Giao cling cudi, noi:
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— Toi sé cat mot chon vous, vous tra
toi mudi dong, ma cat hai chon 1a hai
chuc (209%).

Anh Tay gidm thi le luéi.

Tu Gia Hoc Puong
Mot vai cdm tudng

bén day cham dut doi hoc sanh toi,
tdm ndm & Tan An trudng tinh, ba ndm
trung hoc My Tho, ba nam trung hoc Sai
Gon, mot nam gian doan, chui vao 16p
tam ngay 5 thang 3 nam 1911, va tu 16p
Tu tai ra, ngay 15 thang 7, nam 1926.

Tham thoat muodi lam ndm ay troi
qua, gdt hdi it nhiéu kinh nghiém, da ghi
chép may chuong trén va day xin tém
tat, thanh tdm céng hién ban doc thiéu
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nién ngay ngay lam ban véi sach den.

May lan thi ct, dau ciing nhiéu ma
that bai dang cay cting lam.

Van biét «hoc tai thi mang» song
ngan ngl co6 cau: «tdn nhon luc, tri thién
mang» (hét siic minh mdéi ré6 mang troi).

Tuy hai phen thi dugc hai long
nhung cting hai lan thi r6t dén dau, cam
thady minh c6 thé «lam hon» dugc, tai sao
khong lam? Tai 16i théi? So xuat? Thiéu
k¥ ludng chang?

Toi cong nhan trong su hoc hanh,
toi c6 nhiéu khuyét diém: moén nao thich
thi hoc ma khong thich thi c6 bé chénh

mang.

ba danh rang, vé mdt moén nao dé
minh kém kha ndng, nhung, néu véi
mot y chi cuong quyét, ren luyén hang
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ngay, thi yéu cing héa manh mé dé ciing
thanh hay, tré ngai ndo chang san béng,
rot cudc phai thanh cong.

Moi nién hoc ap dung mot chuong
trinh, cing nhu c6 mdt chuong trinh
cho mdi cudc thi; mudn «chic an», di
nhién phai hoc hét chuong trinh, nhtt
dinh bo 161 «hoc tu».

DPiling hoan toan tin tudéng noi van
mang; hoc sanh uu ti va hoc sanh hang
dé ra thi khong cé chuyén rai may, chi
cd hang trung binh méi y lai vao may rui

Moét hoc sanh uu td ma ham thi ca
hai ba cip bang trong mét thoi gian qua
gan nhau, khong du ngay gio can thiét
dé chuan bi dang hoang, chua chac déu
tat cd, huong chi la buc tam thudng nhu
toi! Cho nén rét Brevet Supérieur, dau
Ta tai Viét, d6 c6 phan ntia cai Ta tai 1
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Phap, phai mat m¢t nam 1924-1925 hoc
lai phan khiu dap.

Vay ta hay tu lugng stic minh, dudi
bat hai con thé m¢t 14n, e khi hong ca hai
ma chd!

Mudi ldm ndm, hoc v6i gan bon
muoi thay Viét Phép, tuéng nhé dén chu
vi hang cham nom khuyén day dda hoc
trd ngoan ngoan hién lanh, minh boi hoi
cam dong, «ngui ngui ngd lai noi hoc
dli(‘)’ng».

Mdc dau trong mot 16p, ndm ba hoc
sanh that kinh cuing 6ng Tran phong Sac,
song v4éi may thay nghiém trang, thuong
mén va cham nom hoc troé minh thi, tu
luc bé thao, da s6 hoc sanh da kinh mén
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thay, dén khi hoa minh cung xa hi van
con git ky niém ém dep doi véi thay.

Néu phai vi sinh thé, vi nhiém vu ma
xa noi cat run chon nhau, thinh thoang
mot hai ndm cling vé€ van an «thay thimo.

Oi, tinh nghia thdy trdo nay con
chang?

Hay la «tuyét nim nay chang phai
tuy€t nam xua»?

Vi hoan canh gia dinh ma toi
khong thé tiép tuc gioi mai tri thic noi
DPai hoc dudng, mdc dau sau théi cude
45, tdi cling cau vui hoc Luat, tdi phai
sém ra lan 16¢ v6i doi, ngdé hau bao bo
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phu mau tri an, t6i hang tri da nhiing
diéu chu vi thay t6i va song than t6i day
bdo, cu xti sao cho phai dao lam ngudi, va
thuc hanh 16i rdn trong «Quan D€ Minh
Thanh kinh» ma tii thud bé toi hdang tri
tung:

Vat vi thién tiéu nhi bdt tdc,
Vat vi dc tiéu nhi khd hanh.
tam dich:
Chd thdy lanh nhé ma khinh,

Chd thdy dit nhé ma hanh, toi mang.
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Pugcbd dung vao ngach hanh chanh
Nam Ky ndm 1928, t6i bi nhiing quan
Tay, quan Viét, sudt ba muci mot ndm,
lam tinh lam t6i da diéu, buén nhiéu vui
it, doc gia mudn lam tuong nhiing ndi
truan chuyén ctia mdt cyu cong bdc, xin
xem ti€p quyén Hoi ky:

Gio Bui Quan Truong

* %

Sai Gon ngay ram thang tu
nam Tan hoi 9 -5 - 1971















