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HOI CHUONG TAT LUA -
tac phdm van xudi

dac sic 6 mién Nam Viét Nam

Vanvn - Hoi chuéng tat Ilda la
moét cudn truyén viia cta nha van Thé
Nguyén (1) hoan thanh thing 8 ndm
1963 va dugc cong bo lan dau & Sai Gon
nam 1964. Theo chung t6i, day la mot
trong nhiing tac phdm van xuoi dac sac
¢ mién Nam Viét Nam giai doan 1954-
1975, nhung chua dugc gidi nghién ctiu,
phé binh quan tadm thich dang. Tac gid
la moét tri thuc Cong gido khuynh ta
chiu anh hudéng cua tu tuéng than hoc
gidi phong va mot s6 quan niém my hoc
phuong Tay, trong dé cé chu nghia hién



10 9 Voo

sinh va hién tugng luan, von dugc gisi
thiéu & mién Nam vao nhiing ndm 60
thé ky truéc nhu mét ly thuyét my hoc
va mot ky thuat miéu ta trong sang tao
van hoc.

Bai viét nay budc dau soi chiéu vao
thé giGi nghé thuat cta tic pham Hoi
chudng tat ltia tii quan di€ém hién tugng
ludn ctia Husserl va Merleau-Ponty dé
phan tich cdi nhin va ky thuat miéu ta
ctia nha van v€ van dé so phan con ngudi
v6i kinh nghiém & doi gitia nhiing bién
thién cua lich st dan tdc va ton gido. Van
dung hién tugng luan, trong truéng hop

ﬂo%m} E%WOOO T[ 11

Nha vian Thé Nguyén (1942-1989).
Ky hoa cta Nguyén Dong

nay, chung toéi cing muén dao sau y
nghia tiém 4n cta tac pham tu sy phan
tich ctia ngudi doc, theo tinh than tac
phdm la déi tugng thim my cho mot y
thic tiép nhan.
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https://vanvn.vn/hoi-chuong-tat-
lua-va-cai-nhin-hien-tuong-lu-
an-2/#:~:text=Vanvn%2D %20
H%E1%BB%93i%20chu%C3%B-
4ng%20t%E1%BA%AFt%201%E1%B-
B%ADa,b%C3%ACnh%20quan%20
t%C3%A2m%20th%C3%ADch%20
%C4%91%C3%A1ng.
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Thé Nguyén - Cay Ach Chuén
Cua Phong Trao
“Van Chuong Dan Than”
DuTuLé

QMW=@@7MOOO1T 15

Trong ghi nhan cta t6i thi, thoi diém
ti 1965 t6i 1975, bén canh nhiing mua
gat sung man veé sach dich cac loai, la sy
rd nG t6i mic do “choang nggp” cua cac
khuynh huéng vin chuong doi nghich

nhau.

Thai diém do, mot s6 bang hiiu cta
toi, dut khodt cht trudng vin chuong
phai chdng cong, phai cé bom roi, dan
nd, phai phan dinh rach roi ta/ dich... méi
la... van chuong thu thiét, méi phan anh
trung thuc tinh than “trdch nhiém cta
nguoi cam but;” hay tinh than “quéc gia
hung vong, that phu hiu trach”.. Phan
con lai, chi Ia nhiing ké “trum mén,’
nhting nha van thanh pho...

Mot s6 bang httu khac cua tdi, lai c6
suy dong van chuong hién sinh. Vi hoc
thuyét nay cho rang cudc doi von phi ly,
bétac, vo nghia, rat dang...budn non. Doi
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nghich v6i dong van chuong tam goi la
“tuyén dau, ltia dan” 1a dong van chuong
chong chién tranh. Nhiing ngudi cudng
nhiét v6i khuynh huéng van chuong
“giai gi6i” hay, “gia tu v khi” cho rdng,
d6é mdéi thuc su 1a nha van... tién bo.

Cung lac d6, moét s6 khac lai phat cao
ngon cd, phai “giai phdng” van chuong
dé van chuong ham ha, séi suc budc vao
thé giGi tinh duc, nhu mot “chan troi choi
loi méi!” Doi nghich véi khuynh hudng
nay, la dong van chuong chti truong “tho
mong/ lang man” mudn nam...

Bay lugn vat vd gitta nhiing dong
van chuong vua ké la khuynh huéng
cht truong “ti€u thuyét méi,” (du thuc té
da... ci; da bi lang quén ngay tai noi sinh
ra la Paris;) hodc khuynh hudéng thién
ta, ton gido, hu vo; hodc hén hé , rung
dui véi cha tdm khai thac hinh thic bac
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thang, hinh thé zic zac, méo, tron, nén
14, giay dép...

biéudangnoiladubanthudéckhuynh
huéng nao ciing déu dugc “welcome.”

Ban chu truong van chuong chong
cong u? — Tot qua chi! Ban chu truong
van chuong chong chién tranh u? - Chuc
mung ban! Ban chu truong vidn chuong
khong thé roi xa khoi... chiéc giudng? -
“M6i” lam! Ban cht truong van chuong
thién ta? — “Tién tién” day... Nghia la du
ban c6 cht truong hay, c6 sty cho khu-
ynh huéng van chuong nao chiang nia
thi, cing khong bi ai lam phién, quay ray.

Budc ra dudng, néu ban c6 gap
nhiing nha vdn & cdc khuynh huéng doi
nghich thi, van la anh em. Khong vi thé
ma cd su mat ndng may nhe. Qud lam,
thi ban tranh dén nhiing ché dugc coi la
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noi thudng xuyén lui téi ctia cdc nha van

khong “hgp khiu vi’ véi ban. Thi du:

— Mhém Sang Tao chon phong tra
“Dém Mau Hong” & dudng Tu Do (cua
c6 nhac si Pham Dinh Chuong) lam noi
hop mat thudng xuyén.

— Nhém tap chi Van thudng gap
nhau & quan Cai Chua.

— Nhém Bach Khoa (gom céc nha
van cong chuc, td / hitu dé hue) it khi
“xuong duong.” Ho chon toda soan Bach
Khoa ¢ dudng Phan Dinh Phung lam
noi “toa dam”.

— Nhom Trinh Bay (tda soan 6 dudng
Ly Thai T6) chon phd Tau Bay, cing nam
trén dudng Ly Thai T6 d€ “dong do6” van
van...

2%%”%@000“ 19

Mo6i khu, méi viing, mac nhién thudc
vé mdt nhom, hay mot khuynh huéng.
Do d6, hiém khi cé vu “lac dan” vi di 16n
cho.

Noi nhu thé, khong c6 nghia trong
20 nam sinh hoat vian hoc mién Nam
Viét Nam, khong cé nhiing dung do, va
cham gitia nha van nay véi nha van khac.
Nhung tat ca moi “va cham” néu cé, déu
gi6i han trong lanh vuc van chuong, hoc
thuat, v6i tinh than ty ché, day tuong
kinh.

Toi thi du nhu giGia nha vdn Tran
Phong Giao va nha bdo Lé Phuong Chi,
ting c6 mot thoi gian 16i qua tiéng lai,
khi trén t6 Tin Sach, 6ng Lé Phuong Chi
cho dang mot bai diém sach “ndng tay”
vé tac phdm “Ngoi Lai Bén Cau” cua Tran
Phong Giao. Nhung su 1én tiéng bénh
vuc quan diém ctia minh, gitia hai bén,
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déu dya trén noi dung tic phdm, chu
khong hé di vao doi tu, véi nhiing 16i 1€
hoi “bi” thi€u van hda. N6 cang khong hé
cd man thoai madi... “tdng ma cho nhau’,
nhu ta thay nhan nhén, nhiéu ndm qua,
& hai ngoai. Sau nay, hai 6ng tré thanh
ban tam giao ctia nhau, tinh t6i ngay ho
Tran qua doi. (1)

Ciling thé, gitia thi s Nguyén Sa va
Pham Cong Thién, tling cd lac bat dong
quan diém vé mot khia canh triét hoc.
Hai 6ng tting viét bai néu r6 quan diém
ctia minh; véi ly ludn, 16i 1€ rat tri thic.

Sau bién c6 thang 4-1975, khi nghe
tin nguyén ty kheo Pham Coéng Thién
nhap that nhiéu thang, & chua Viét Nam,
Los Angeles, cua c6 Dai lao Hoa thugng
Thich Man Gidc, thi si Nguyén Sa da co
bai tho tuyét voi — Nhan dé “Noi chuyén
phai quay véi Pham Cong Thién;” sau
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dugc viét ngan lai, thanh “No6i chuyén
v6i Pham Cong Thién’”

Toan thé bai tho c¢é 5 kho, tdi xin
trich 2 khé, nhu sau:

“Ngudi vao tinh that song ba nam

“Cét tiéng khong 16i d€ néi nang

“Budi sang thinh khong chiéu t6i
cham

“Tién kiép chen v6 canh ch6 nam.

(...)

“Dudi bdéng tudng im, gitia nhac
khong

“Doi dang phia truéc bong mung
lung

“Tho nhu hitu thé ma vo thé
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“Co ciing xong, ma khong ciing
xong...” (2)

(Qua bai tho nay, t6i nghi, kho cé
thé c6 mot bay té tuong kinh nao, dep
dé hon.)

Nhiing diéu viét lai trén cta to6i, chi
v6i muc dich dan dén ghi nhan mét bién
cO van hoc (néu cé thé noi duge nhu
vay), do la:

Tap chi bat Nudc s6 2, dé thang 10
nam 1967; cha dé¢ “VAN NGHE THEO
DUOI” - Nhan phu: “Roi B4 Nén Vin
Chuong Tra An, Theo Puéi Triét Hoc
Hién Sinh Va Nhiing Ngudi Cam But O
Mién Nam’, nhu moét ki€u “tuyén ngon”
van chuong/ chinh tri hay mét vach phan
quyét liét phan ranh hai khuynh huéng
van chuong “Vién Mo va Dan Than”

QWW=%7MOOO T[ 23

bat Nudc s6 2 cua Thé Nguyén da
bat ngs “doan bao’, cat 4o, cat tinh bang
hGu bao nhiéu nam, danh “truc dién”
nhém Sang Tao (bi coi nhu c6 sty, “phat
tan” khuynh huéng vin chuong Vién
Mo ma, ngudi bi néu dich danh la nha
van Mai Thao.

Toi dung chii “doan bao” vi tap chi
bit Nudc, do Gido su Nguyén Vin
Trung (but hiéu Hoang Thdi Linh), dung
tén Cht Nhiém, tiing cong tdc mat thiét
v6i tap chi Sang Tao 6 nhiing s6 dau tién,
ngay khi 6ng méi vé Saigon tii Bi - Chua
ké mdt s6 cong tac vién cua it Nude
ciing la cho quen biét hoac, cé giao tinh
v6i chtl nhiém Sang Tao.

Qua nhiing bai bdo trén Dat Nudc
nhiéu s6 sau do, nguoi doc hiéu rdng,
nha van Thé Nguyén, tac gia truyén dai
“Hoi Chuong Tat Lua,” (3) nhot chung
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mot gio, tat ca nhiing khuynh huéng van
chuong nao, khong cha truong chdng
chién tranh, doi hoa binh cho mién
Nam, vao mot tén goi “Van chuong Vién
Mo”. M3, ngudi diing dau no luc “phat
tan,” c6 suy cho chu truong nay, khong
ai khac hon la nha van Mai Thao, khéi
su tl t& Sdng Tao, nhiing nam gitia thap
nién 1950.

Nhu t6i da viét, thang 10 nam 1967,
Thé Nguyén phat hanh tap chi Bat Nudc,
s0 2, khoi dang loat bai mé dau cudc két
an nhiing ngudi chu truong van chuong
“Vién Ma” ma, nha van Mai Thao, bi coi
la “tht lanh dai ca” cia phong trao nay.
Mot thdng sau, tic thang 11, nha xuat
ban Trinh bay cua Thé Nguyén (4), xuat
ban tuyén tdp tho / vin bang Phap ngi,
nhan dé “Le Crépuscule De La Violence
- Poems, Nouvelles Témoignages D'une
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Guerre” — Theo thu tu in noi bia sach,
gom cac tac gia: Diém Chau, Lé Tan Huu,
Thai Lang, Du Tu Lé, Dang Than Mién,
Thé Nguyén, Thé Phong, Nguyén Qudc
Thai, Ta Quang Trung, Thao Trudng.
Phan chuyén ngii do Nguyén Ngoc Lan
(Linh muc,) va Lé Hao (tdc Lé Van Hao,
nhan ching hoc,) dam trach.

Khi tuyén tép nay ra doi khoang hon
tuan, mot budi trua Mai Théao ra toi di
an 6 quan Ngoc Huong (?) nam trén
dudng Gia Long (gan Toa soan nhat bao
Song.) Gitia biia dn, bit ngd dng ké, 6ng
mdi doc tuyén tap “Le Crépuscule De La
Violence,” va, héi:

— Thé Nguyén c6 hoi Lé trudc khi
xuat ban khong?”

Toi dap, khong. Lat sau, nhd lai, toi
noi:
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— Cach day vai thang, Thé Nguyén
c6 thong bao cho toi biét rang Hao-Dan-
Toc-Hoc (5,) c6 chon mot bai tho cta toi,
dé dich sang tiéng Phap. Con vu in thi,
toi chi biét sau khi sach da phat hanh.

ROi, t6i hoi ngugc lai:
— C6 chuyén gi khong anh?

Mai Thao lic ddu. Ong tram ngam -
Cam lén, bdé xudng ly rugu cognac, nhin
mong dudng pho. Toi kha quen thudc
v6i nhiing gidy phut im ldng cta ong.
Tuy nhién, néu cé nhiing khoang khac
im lang ém dém thi, doi khi, gitia chung
toi, cling ¢ nhiing khoang khac im lang
nang né, that, xiét. Va, cau hoi bat ngo
ctia 6ng, da ném ra nhiing giay phut im
ldng that, xiét ay. (Dt thudng xuyén theo
doi moi sinh hoat vdn nghé ctia nhau,
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nhung rat hoa hiém chung t6i dé cap téi
chuyén van chuong, chit, nghia).

To61 biét, t6i cd nhiéu viéc lam, Mai
Thao khong dong y. Thi duy, t6i hay dua
bai ctia anh em nhd& chuyén cho 6ng, thoi
gian 0ng phu trach bai vd cho Van bé va
Van. Trong s6 bai t6i dua, c6 khong it tac
gia khién 6ng nhan madt. Hodc, tdi giao
du than thiét véi mot s6 ngudi ma, ho
ting lén tiéng da kich 6ng. Nhung chua
lan nao, 6ng noi ra, sy khong hai long
kia. Ngay ca nhting khi t6i ndi khing,
viét xuong nhiing bai tho mang tinh
chong chién tranh! (Ma, bai tho “Co gi
dau” cha t6i, Lé Van Hao chon dich, la
mdt thi du) - Ong ciing im ling. Cung
lam, 6ng chi ndi gin, xa rang, dng thich
tho tinh cta t6i, hon nhiing loai khac.
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Toéi tin 6ng hiéu, dé la nhiing giay
phuat t6i phan ting mot cach tu nhién
trudc nhing cai chét cta bang hiu,
nguoi than, quanh toi.

Thoi gian dé, toi phuc vu tai Cuc Tam
Ly Chién, ¢ Sai Gon. Toi nghi don gian,
sau khi lam tron bén phdn cua nguoi
linh, t6i dugc quyén song, suy nghi, rung
dong theo nhip dép riéng cta trdi tim
minh. Téi nhd, gan nhu tat ca thaoi gian
tu cho phép sdng riéng cho minh do, t6i
da ham hé dudi theo nhiing chum béng
tinh yéu bi nhiém, phia trudc. Toi da
chim, n6i hut hoi, boi theo tiéng goi cua
nhiing con séng dam mé cap bay, cap
tam, chan troi.

Thoi d6, chang biét c6 phai vi dm dnh
veé cai chét, c6 thé xay dén bat cu lic nao
hay khong, ma, dudng toi rat it suy nghi
vé tuong quan gitia van chuong va, thoi
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thé. Chua moét lan trong tdi, hién lén,
mot cach nghiém chinh, cau héi phai
chon lya gitia van chuong “vién mo,” va
“dan than” To6i nhu mdt ngudi mu, dé
cam hing cam tay, dat di.

Thoi d6, mot s6 bang hitu cta toi,
& Sai Gon, ua cat tiéng (lap lai), nhiing
cau hdi rat thoi thugng; dai dé “Viét cai
gi? Viét cho ai? Viét thé nao?..” clia Jean
Paul Sartre, trong “Vian Chuong La Gi?”
pho bién tii nam 1947! Hay “tién tién”
hon niia, thi ho néi vé phong trao “tiéu
thuyét méi” (nd rd & Phap, tu gida thap
nién 1950 ), véi truyén cta Alain Rob-
ber Grillet, Nathalie Sarraute, Claude Si-
mon...; kich cua Beckett, Ionesco, Ada-
mov... Ci nhu thé chi mot s6Gm mot
chiéu thoi, cac ban tdi sé thanh nhiing
“Phu Dong Thién Vuong” ho “bién”
nhiing qud doi van chuong Viét Nam
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thanh nhiing ngon nui, cao ngang tam
thé gidi...!

Toi diing bén 1€. Téi ndm ngoai “nod
luc” nay. Toéi nhu ngudi mu, dé cam xtc
doi thudng, véi nhiing nhiét hung chay
do, dat tay di. Toi song hoi ha t6i do kho-
ng cd thi gi¢ doc lai ban thao cta minh.
Tap chi A., héi tho? Toi héi may ngay
ntia, phai dua? Tap chi B., hoi truyén?
Toi hua, sé c6 trong vong mot tuan...

Hom nay, nhin lai, t6i nghi phai
chang, thud do, toi da song ich ky? Thiéu
trach nhiém? Thiéu trach nhiém ngay
v6i cudc choi van chuong cia minh? (6)

biéu may la mién Nam da cho toi
(cho cac ban t6i), cai ty do ca nhan, phoi
phéi dy. (7)

Tré lai v6i Mai Thao, cudi cung, tua
khong thé nin ling lau hon, 6ng noi:
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— C6 ngudi cho t6i t& Dat Nudc so
2. 'Toi ngac nhién! Lé biét ma, da bao gio
toi viét bai dé cap “van chuong vién mo”
dau! Ha c6 gi Thé Nguyén lai do cho toi
la ngudi cha truong, ngudi lam cong viéc
aye...

Lay mdt ngdn tay khua dong nhiing
vién da trong ly rugu (nhu vudt ve niém
than thiét, n6i du yém rit muyc, cha
minh), Mai Thao tiép:

— Nhung t6i buén hon ca, khong
phai vi nhiing bai viét trong s6 bdo dé.
Ma, bat Nuéc do Nguyén Vin Trung
ding chti nhiém. Lé c6 nhé Nguyén van
Trung véi but hiéu Hoang Thai Linh,
la ngudi dau tién va, ciing la nguoi viét
nhiéu bai nhat vé ‘van chuong hién sinh’
cho Sang Tao?

— Vang. Toi biét.
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Téi ndi, nhu mot c6 gang du thua,
dién khuyét mét khoang trong!

Ca to6i va Mai Thao, ngay dé, déu
khong rd “ngoi nd” ctia vu Thé Nguyén
16n tiéng két an cht truong “van chuong
vién mo,” xudt phat ti dau?

Mai sau nay, gan day, & hai ngoai, khi
doc cudén “Trong Dong Cam Thiic Van
Hoc Mién Nam - Nhan Dinh Thi Ca Hai
Ngoai” (8) cua nha tho, kiém nghién ctiu
van hoc Tran Van Nam, t6i mdi v& nhé
ra rang, “ngodi nd” do, tli mot bai viét cta
Tran Van Nam, in trong tap chi Van D¢,
s6 7, nam 1967, nhan dé “Van chuong
tim vé vién mo hay hién thuc”

Trong sdch cua minh, noi 469, ho
Tran viét:
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“Riéng bai ‘Vin chuong tim vé Vién
Mo hay Hién Thuc, ddng trong tap chi
Van bé da dugc nha van Thé Nguyén
trich ra dan chiing viét phan bac trong
ti€u ludn “Van chuong trudc nhiing
muu do bat chinh cta hé thong chién
tranh lanh) trich ra nhung khong dé tén
nguoi viét Tran Van Nam, va ciing kho-
ng biét ro day chi la bai viét c6 tinh cach
cd nhan tuy hing. Sau nam 1975, gido
su Tran Httu T4 suu tam lai bai ay cua
Thé Nguyén, do do6 cling khong ghi tén
ngudi viét Tran Van Nam (xin xem cudn
‘Nhin Lai M¢t Chidng Pudng Van Hoc
cua G.S. Tran Hiu T4, day 1090 trang,
xuat ban trong nudc, nam 20007 (9).

Tudng ciing nén nhin manh ring,
thoi gian d6, nha van Mai Thao 1a Thu ky
toa soan Van Dé; Vi Khac Khoan, cha
nhiém. Toa soan dit trong khudn vién
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Dai hoc Van Hanh, dudng Truong Minh
Giang, Sai Gon.

Toi khong biét sau toi, nha van Mai
Thao c6 ndi véi ai khac, vé viéc ong bi
“khép t0i” chu truong phong trao van
chuong “vién mo”? Vi t6i thi kho-
ng. Sau 1an noéi chuyén véi nhau & tiém
com Ngoc Huong, dudng Gia Long, Mai
Thao dudng da quén, chuyén ay. Toi ndi,
Mai Thao quén hay khong dé cap niia, vi,
sau bai “Van chuong truéc nhiing muu
do bat chinh ctia hé thong chién tranh
lanh,” Thé Nguyén va cac ban 6ng, ti€p
tuc “trién khai” tran danh véi cudng
do “oanh kich” ngay mot gia tang bom,
dan...

Mot trong nhiing bai viét dugc phé
bién trén tap chi Dat Nudc, cling da to
cdo tac gia “Ngudi dan ba trong vong dai
trang” la ngudi nhan tién trg cap ti mot
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bo phan phu trach vian hoéa thudc toa
dai stt Hoa Ky, ¢ Sai Gon, dé xuat ban to
Sang Tao. Nhom Sang Tao cting bi lén dn
la theo duoi “chu nghia doc dang!” Xoa
bo qua khi. Khoanh ving. Va, chi “suy
ton” nhau ma thoi.

Tuy cé phuong tién trong tay, cling
nhu néu cén, c6 thé sé c6 nhiéu dién dan
ban, san sang “nhédp cudc” dé bénh vuc
minh; nhung Mai Thao da chon thai do
than nhién, im ldng. Theo t6i, day la mot
trong nhiing cung cach ng xt ma, Mai
Thao da giti dugc sudt doi minh. Chua
bao gi¢ t6i thdy ong dung ngoi but dé
phan bac hay, tdn cong mot nha van.
Ong quan niém, chit nghia khong phai
1a nhiing mi dao dung dé dam anh em,
ngay khi phai tu v¢é... Quan niém do, da
lam thanh mot nhan cdach I6n. Nhan cdach
Mai Thdo.
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La ngudi khéi xudéng mot cudc...
“chién tranh lanh” trén dia ban van hoc,
vGiba td tap chiva, mot nha xuét ban (véi
hang tram tac phdm an hanh trong mot
khoang thoi gian tuong d6i ngan,) Thé
Nguyén da nhan dugc su tiép tay, cdng
tac ctia kha nhiéu van nghé si, tri thic
thudc nhiéu thanh phan, nhiéu khuynh
huéng...

Khong phai tat ca nhiing ngudi dén
v6i Thé Nguyén, déu hoan toan dong y
vGi cht truong, quan diém cta hai tap
chi bat Nuédc, Nghién Ctu Van Hoc va,
ban nguyét san Trinh Bay... Nhung, ho
dén, nhiéu phan vi cd nhan Thé Nguyén,
va mot vai thanh vién nong cot khac cta
ong — Nhu gido su Nguyén Vin Trung;
linh muc Thanh Lang, (Chta nhiém tap
chi Nghién Ctiu Van Hoc); Diém Chéu
(Tong thu ky), Nguyén Qudéc Thai (Thu
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Vé nhiing tac gid thanh danh cong
tac v6i Thé Nguyén, chung ta c6 thé ké:
Nguyén Sa, Thao Trudng, D6 Long Van,
Nguyén Khac Ngii, Tran Thai Dinh, Lé
Ton Nghiém... L6p méi, c6 Hoang Ngoc
Bién, Lé Van Hao, L& Phuong, Nguyén
Trong Van, Thai Lang... Va, di nhién, Thé
Nguyén la noi “tim vé,” la mot “dia chi
hoa” ctua nhiing cay but tré, chu truong
“dan than” (Dong nghia v6i chong chién
tranh, doi hoa binh cho dat nudc!)

Vé tinh cach cd nhan thi, du khong
phai di linh vily do gia canh, nhung Thé
Nguyén van td thoi hét toc “dau dinh /
ba phan.” Nguoi méng; mat hoi 16i; nu
cudi hé 1gi; quan, do leng xéng; quanh
nam di dép; phong cach cong nhan nhiéu
hon moét nha van (hay mét nha van dong
chinh tri,) Thé Nguyén da mang lai cho
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nhiing nguoi ti€p xuc véi 6ng, (ngay lan
dau,) cdi cam giac gan gii, tin cdy. Chong
vanh. (10)

V6i anh mat an can, véi di€u thudc
gan nhu ldc nao ciing trén tay, Thé
Nguyén thudc loai ngudi mot thang chua
dung hét mot bao diém quet, (chi ton 1
cay diém quet ddu ngay?) Ong c6 thé
lang nghe ban ndi nhiéu gis, khong mét
moi... Chua ké, mét khi da la bang hiiu,
Thé Nguyén thudng té ra rat quan tam
t6i doi s6ng riéng, thdi, tat ctia ban. Ong
ludn cho ngudi doi thoai v6i 6ng, cam
tudng Ong 1a ngudi dé thoa hiép, tham
chi, dé thuyét phuc. Su thuc, ngugc lai.
O nhiing lanh viic thudc vé niém tin, Iy
tudng thi, 6ng thudc loai cuc doan. Dut
khoat. Tan nhan, néu can. To6i nghi, 6ng
cd nhiéu hon, mdt con ngudi, trong mot
con nguoi. (11)
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Du Thé Nguyén cé bao nhiéu con
ngudi, trong mot con ngudi thi, vdi toi,
nhting ddng gép cua dng & phuong dién
bao chi, van chuong, van la nhiing dong
gop dang ké. Vi su tiép tay cua nhiéu
nguoi, ong da khai mé mot dong chay
mdi, cho van chuong mién Nam, tU gidia
thap nién 1960. Mot dong van chuong
soi suc doi khang.

bac biét, v6i bang hiéu nha xuat
ban Trinh Bay, qua mdt s6 dich gia khac
nhau, 6ng da giéi thiéu véi ddc gida mién
Nam, nhiing nét dic thli ctia vdn chuong
Nhat Ban (nhu tiéu thuyét cua Kawaba-
ta;) van chuong Pai Han (nhu truyén
cua Richard Kim) va, nhat 1a thi ca cua
nhiing tac gid thudc khoi thi ba, thaoi
dé, tuong doi con xa la véi ngudi Viét,
da phan, do nha tho Diém Chéu chuyén
ngu.
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Ngay ca khi nhiing ti€t 10 mdi day,
cua tac gid LG Phuong vé Thé Nguyén,
trong hoi ky nhan dé “Li Phuong,
Nhiing chuyén ra di” (12) c6 la sy that,
thi, t6i van thay, toi gin véi ghi nhéin cta
thi si Nguyén Sa vé Thé Nguyén. Tac gia
“Ao lya Ha Dong” thdy con nguoi Thé
Nguyén la mot... tu si. Mot ké giang ho!
Mudn “thé thién hanh dao” (13)

Chi tiéc, Thé Nguyén mit sém. Ong
tu tran tai Sai Gon, ngay 15 thang 8 nam
1989, G tudi 48.

Nha tho Nguyén Quoéc Théi, mot
trong vai ban van than thiét véi Thé
Nguyén, con & lai Sai Gon, sau bién c6 30
thang 4-75, ké rang, mét budi chiéu ranh
r0i, tac gid “Hoi chudng tat lua” dung dao
cat (hay khoét bo) mot mun cdc & chén.
Ludi dao bi nhiém doc ma, 6ng khong
biet. Dém do, ong lén con sot. Nghi,
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khong quan trong. “Cing thuong thoi!”
Nhung qua hom sau, dng bi co giat véi
nhiing con sot trén 40 d¢ C. Ngudi nha
cau ctiu Nguyén Qudc Thai. Ho Nguyén
chay dén, dua 6ng vao bénh vién.

Trén giudng bénh, luc tinh tdo, linh
cam rang minh da budc rat gan coi chét,
ong bdo ban:

— Cham roi! Thai a.

bung vay! Nguyén Qudc Thai noi,
chung phong don ganh (tetanus,) khong
phai la mdt chiing bénh gi khé chia.
Nhung thoi gian dd, Saigon gan nhu
thiéu tat cd moi thu thuoc! Bac si gidi
may clng... “bo tay!”

Nguyén Quoc Thai ké thém:

“Du sao thi t6i van tin rang, cudi
cung, Thé Nguyén da ra di trong thanh
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than. Trudc gid ban di, t6i da moi dugc
cha dén lam phép xtic dau, xung tdi, giai
t0i... cung moi nghi thuc ton gido khac..”

Tinh dén hém nay, nha vin Thé
Nguyén tu tran dung 20 nam. NO ciing
tuong duong v6i 20 ndm van hoc mién
Nam. Nén van hoc da dem dén cho 6ng
nhiing ngay tudi tré “nhip dong” Nhiing
ngay tuodi tré ruc rd chi va, nghia. Dudng
va, 10i. Tin va, tudng...

Nhung, ciing ké tti 20 nam sau cai
chét, & thé gisi khdc, t6i khong biét dng
nghi gi v€ cdi chét lang nhach. Cai chét
cing phi ly nhu cu¢c chién tranh doéi
dau gitia hai y thuc h¢... Toi cing khong
biét, 6ng c6 nghiém ra rang, nhiét tim
ctia mét nha van nhu 6ng, du “dan than”
dén dau, rot rao, thuc t€ da phi phang,
cho thay: N6 ciing giong nhu mot loai...
“vién ma,” ma thoi!
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Va, trong chling myc nao dé, néu co
co hoi nhin lai, t6i nghi, 6ng khong thé
phtt nhan rang, mién Nam da cho 6ng,
cho cdc ban 6ng, cho chung ta, nhiing
nguoi cam but, s6 tu do da, dé€ dugc sdng
nhu moét nha van, véi nhiing suy nghi,
cam nhan, hanh dong...

Nhung phai chang, d6i khi, chung
ta da lam dung nd, mot cach vo trach

nhiém?!?

(Calif. May 21. 2009)

Chu Thich:

(1) Doc thém “Tran Phong Giao, Nguoi
gac cong van hoc, tap chi Van,” ky thu
2, nhat bdo Ngudi Viét, California, s6 dé
ngay Thu Nam 16 thang 4-20009.
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(2) BDoc “Tho Nguyén Sa Toan Tép,” trang
191, Ddi xudt ban, California, 2000.

(3) “Hoi Chuong Tat Ltia” cta nha van
Thé Nguyén dugc tdi ban nhiéu lan.
No6i dung tac phdm khién nhiéu Ky-to-
httu thuan thanh, phdi lén an sau khi
doc. Cung v6i LM Nguyén Ngoc Lan,
LM Chéan Tin, cac gido su Nguyén Van
Trung, Ly Chanh Trung, 6ng dugc xép
vao thanh phan “Cong gido cap tién.”

(4) Nha xuat ban Trinh Bay ra doéi cing
lac véi tap chi Dat Nugc. Nhung tap chi
Trinh Bay thi mai t6i ngay 1 thang 8 ndm
1970, md&i phat hanh s6 1.

5) Anh em nhédm Trinh Bay quen goi T.S.
Lé Vin Hao la Hao-Nhan-chung-hoc,
dé phan biét v6i Hao-Kinh-té, tic T.S.
Nguyén Van Hao, cé thoi lam Phé Tha
tudng, ddc trach kinh té. Cing nhu anh
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em quen goi Trung Nguyén va, Trung Ly,
dé phan biét Nguyén Van Trung va, Ly
Chanh Trung, ca hai déu la gido su.

(6) Trong mot gdp g& tinh ¢d tai nha cyu
Thiéu ta Lé Hung, Ti€u doan trudng Tiéu
doan 341, Tiéu khu Binh Tuy, t6i tho 16
v6i L Quynh, su nhin lai cua minh.
Khong ngo, ong cho biét, 6ng cling co
nhting tam canh, nhu t6i.

(7) Néu khong & mién Nam thi, khi Gido
su Lé Van Hao, tré thanh Thi trudng
Hué, trong nhiing ngay CS chi€ém giii hoi
Tét Mau Than, 1968; sau rut “1én nui,’
chac chan t6i da bi co quan an ninh kéu
“lam vi¢c” hay “giai trinh” mét nghi. Chi
bdi vi 6ng chon dich tho t6i sang tiéng
Phap. Du cho tdi ¢6 gan c6 gidi thich,
toi khong hé quen biét dng, ciing chang
ai tin! Tuong ty, néu Thé Nguyén va,
mot sO ban 6ng trong nhém Trinh Bay,
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(nhu G.S. Tran Tuian Nham,) néu kho-
ng 6 mién Nam, cdc Ong cling sé khong
thé “vo tu” kéu goi chong chién tranh,
doi hoa binh, nhu da tiing. Téi nhé Tran
Tuan Nham, dau thap nién 1970, ting cd
chiic vu Dén Biéu, tai Saigon, véi khau
hiéu “Chong My Ctiu Nudéc’... Tuy kho-
ng dac cti, nhung o6ng cting khong bi mot
co quan an ninh nao bat dng phai “giai
trinh” gi hét.

(8) Tran Van Nam, “Trong dong cdm
thuc...,” California, Hoa Ky, 2006, tr. 465.

(9) Sdd.

(10): Thé Nguyén la but hiéu cua Tran
Gia Thoai, sinh nam 1942, tai Nghia
Hung, Ha Nam Ninh. (Nha tho Nguyén
Quodc Thai cho biét, Thé Nguyén sinh
nam 1941.) Theo gia dinh di cu vao
Nam, nam 1954, 6ng tot nghi¢p Can
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su Cong chanh (cuing khoa v6i nha tho
Phan Lac Giang Dong;) phuc vu tai Cuc
Cong Binh, dudng Nguyén Tri Phuong,
doéi dién Nha thé Dong Bong Tién, Sai-
gon. Thé Nguyén dugc mién dich vi la
con trai duy nhat.

(11): Nguyén Sa, “Hoi Ky;” D&i xuat ban,
Calif., Hoa Ky, 1998. Tr. 167.

(12): L& Phuong, Hoi ky “Nhiing chuyén
ra di;” www.daohieu.com, dé muc chung:
“Lé bén trai”

(13): Sdd.

https://dutule.com/a3145/the-nguyen-
cay-ach-chuon-cua-phong-trao-van-
chuong-dan-than-
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Thé Nguyén va
Nhom Trinh Bay
Thé Phong

C/ 6 hai ngudi cam but trong thép
\_/nién 60 & Saigon cung c6 but
danh va tén trung nhau:

a - “Thé Nguyén - Tran Gia Thoai
“(1917 - ?) viét sach ti€u st nhan vat
nhu “Phan B6i Chau”, “ Nguyén Thai
Hoc”, v.v... Tan Viét xuit ban - dén
doi sau nay Cornell Univeristy Librar-
ies ( Volume 6 -G.K. Hall & Co, Bos-
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ton 1976). khong thé phan biét dugc Thé
Nguyén -Tran Gia Thoai d¢i tén ngoai
thuc t€la 2 ngudi khac nhau.

b - Sau hiép dinh Geneéve 20/7/1954,
nudc Viét Nam chia hai giéi tuyén, cudc
di cu hang triéu ngudi vao Nam, trong
dé c6 gia dinh bé me “cau quy ti doc
nhat (enfant unique) moét gia dinh phua
gia dich quéc Nam Dinh” , va mua nha
tai 291 Ly Thai T6 (Saigon 10) t6i ngay
Ong ba qua doi tai day, ké ca “nha van Thé
Nguyén -Tran Gia Thoai”. Cau quy tt hoc
sinh truéng Trung hoc Tran Luc da cam
but rat sém. Hét thué “manchette bao”
(tuan bao Ky nguyén méi), rdi ty lam
giai phdm “Van Md6i” (tap chi xudt ban
khong dinh ky, xin phép kiém duyét nhu
sach) - chu mdt nha in Bui Trong Huu
(150 Vo Tanh, Phu Nhuén) rat yéu van
nghé, bang long cho in chiu - t&i 1970
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bat dau ding tén cht nhiém tap chi vin
nghé Trinh Bay, dia chi toa soan van dat
tai 291 Ly thai To, (Saigon 10). Bé la to
tap chi van chuong “doc lap tai chinh”
tam c§ & Saigon khi ay, khac “Sang tao’,
“Thé ky 207, “Hién dai” phai nhén vién
trg My hodc quy van hoa S& Nghién ctiu
chinh tri, x4 héi /gidm d6c Tran Kim
Tuyén (mat tham, an ninh chim thai
tong théng Ngd Dinh Diém).

Ban beé vtia 1a hoc tro viia lam van
tho khi ay ctia Thoai 1a Ti¢p ( chua
nxb “T6 hgp Gi6é” in kha nhiéu tiéu
thuyét niti si Lé Hang (ban dau ky Cao
Nguyén Ngoc), Dinh Tran Nguyén, Ta
Quang Trung, Pham Thién Thu, Phan
Lac Giang Dong, v.v... nhung ké phu td
dac luc nhat chi méot Diém Chau - thi si
rat khong ua mang tén thét trén giay khai
sinh Ia Pham Van Rao - bén rao tin
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“thu ky ho tich dot nat & Hai Phong viét
chinh ta sai ay ma!”

Lac nay Rao di hoc, § nha véi bo
me 6 161 Hong thap Tu, cd 16i di sau
1én gac, t6i thudng hay téi ngu tro, khi
chua xoay ra tién tro tra cht nha. Rao
cd chup tdi, qua vai “p6 anh”, mot tdim y
hét “van si thuc thu dang hanh nghé”
- tdm nay sau dugc in noi bia 4 “Nha
van hiu chién 1950-1956 / Lugc st van
nghé Viét Nam: 1900-1956” (ban tai ban
- bia nau) - Rao khen: “ding la mot van
si nha nghé, nao ai biét canh kho s nay,
tron ng phai xin ngu lang & nha ban?”

Giai doan nay t6i thuodng gép Rao,
ké ca lan “4p tai” téi Truong Ni Gia
Long thi van dap Tu tai 2 - gdp gidm
khao X.. (anh rudt ngudi ban khac,
tén Nguyén Hiiu Hung) - t6i gidi thiéu
gian tiép Rao - ciing 1 ban Hitu Hung.
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(that ra Rao khong biét Nguyén hiiu
Hung). Dau xong, Rao vao hoc Pai hoc
Su pham, t6t nghiép, roi qua Hué Ky du
hoc, sau lam Gidm doc trung tam ngoai
ngti thudc Dai hoc Bach khoa Saigon,
thi phai? (t6i khong nhé chinh xdc, giai
doan nay t6i khong con lién lac thudng
xuyén v6i Pham Van Rao - Diém Chau.

Khi Tran Gia Thoai tré thanh cong
chuic lam & Khu Tao téc tai Trai Dao Duy
Tu (Pht Tho) - cung tdi xtc tién in sach
rd-né-o véi tu cach tong thu ky Dai Nam
van hién xuat ban cuc, Khai Triéu quan
nhiém (cong khai in phuong danh ¢ bia
4 sach r6-né-o6 - hai vi nay déu la tin hiu
Thién chua gido).

T6i nhé mang mang, khoang dau
1963, di lam vé, anh ghé t6i, mang
theo nhiing trang ban thao Hoi chudng
tat ltia da viét dugc trong ngay dua doc
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dé gop y. Dau do vai thang sau, anh
dua tdp danh may stencil ban thao dé
toi doc va tim mdt nha in r6-né-o tin cay
¢ Hai ba Trung Tan DPinh in vao ban
dém cho an toan - hinh nhu thang 8/
1963 phat hanh cung tap tho “Mién luu
day” cua Ninh Chi in r6-né-6. Cht nha
may CAN - Ta Vin An (tén khai sinh
thi si Ninh Chii) - nha may l6n tam
cd Chua duong Huynh Thic Khéng, Sai-
gon 1 - chuyén may com-1é tong théng
Diém) - nam trén sb nha 10 duong Ty
Do - dem tho r6-né-6 méi in tdng cha
xi ban Tao Pan - Dinh Hung (nhan
danh CAN, cht nha may cit mot b
com-lé ting tic gid “Pudng vao tinh
si”).

Con Thé Nguyén gti to6i Hoi
chudng tat lta, nhac dua tdng Uyén
Thao - truong phong Kién thic pho
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thong Dai - thi dau do, chi mot 2 ngay;,
ban Tao dan / chu xi Pinh Hung (nhiéu
thinh gia mén mo, khong giong Thang
phai gié hay phia “tao dan, n6 hat, déch
ai nghe!” - rdi trén Dai phat bai diém
sach Hoi chudng tat lta - Uyén Thao
khen cudn ti€u thuyét hay véi cach viét
doc ddo cua tac gid. Thé la cac “cha
xt nha thé” than ché do ho Ngo dung
dung phan no, phén tng quyét liét:
“... sao Dai phat thanh quoc gia lai doc
bai viét khen cudn tiéu thuyét cta tén
phén dong noi ting V.C. nao do, dam vu
cdo linh muc cé con riéng?!”

Du luan lum xum, gay tiéng
vang On ao, nhu chua tling xdy ra -
tdt nhién Pai Nam van hién xuat
bancuckhdngthékhongdinhchau? Cothé
vi vay, it ngay sau, nhan dugc mot thula
- tén ngudi ddc biét - gui t6i dia chi Dai
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Nam van hién xuit ban cuc - thué bao
tai Hop thu 1123 Saigon. D¢ 1a .Nguyén
van Trung, 3... Duy Tén, Saigon 3. Thi
ra, 6ng Trung cdy nh&tdi sap x€p cho “anh
ta” dugc gap Thé Nguyén - tac gia mot
ti€u thuyét Hoi chuong tat 1tia rat “inter-
esting” c6 mot khong hai - thai gian nay,
vi t6i va “anh ta” chua thé coi nhau la
ban - nén tac ludi: “... thi cd dua thu nay
cho tac gia, Thé Nguyén sé tu quyét dinh
lay!”

Vai thang sau, cudi 1963, ché d¢ Dé
nhat Cong hoa bi 14t d6 - chi khong -
chang hiéu “h4u qua cudn truyén ndi vé
cha xt c6 con riéng” - tu tac gia, nha
xudt ban, nha in r6-né-6, ngudi viét bai
khen Héi chudng tat ltia sé ra sao?

Con mot chuyén la ntia, du luan dét

chuyén Ho6i chudéng tat lGa chua
chac dung la tac gia Nuoi con nhon
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tinh - vi van phong khac han - luét su -
thi s T.Q.Tr. (xin dugc gidu tén) cé sach
in trong Pai nam van hién hoi: “.. em
hoéi diéu nay, néu anh biét thi phai tra
1oi thyc Hoi chuong tat ltia do Diém
Chau viét, Thé Nguyén ky tén. Cé dung
hay khong?”. Tra 16i: “Theo toi biét, trudc
khi in, mdi chiéu di 1am vé, Thé Nguyén
mang dén doc cho nghe tling doan trong
Hoi chudng tat 1ta - toi tin tac gia Hoi
chudng tat Itta va Nudi con nhon tinh” la
mot”.

Nhé lai c6 mét lan (trude 1963), Thé
Nguyén tu lai xe hoi Toyota 800 (pick-
up) vé My Tho, ngu tai nha bé me vg
anh. B6 me Tang Hoang Xinh (vg anh)
gdc Hoa rat thuong yéu ré, hinh nhu
nguon tai chinh lam bdo cé mdt phan
ong ba ay bé ra. Toi dau tién & My Tho,
Thé Nguyén ru toi di do sang may con &
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Bén Tre choi - toi lac dau ti cho6i (ma
trudc do da rat thich) - khong ndi ra cho
anh hay, thisi Thé Vién (thiéu uy HO
Thé Vién phu trach An ninh quan doi tai
day) vabo Kién Mudi (trudng ty canh sat
My Tho) cho biét: “... ban sang dé & han
bén doé thihaysang. Con Bén Tre - toan
VC khong ha...?” (Thé Vién la ban than
van chuong, con Mudi - ban & Thu vién
Quoc Gia xua, thudong gdp to6i an “com
tdy cam” (banh mi) budi trua, goi dua
“Mit-t6¢ Xac” - ma khi do t61 dau c6 deo
kinh cén va mac “quan sooc” nhu trung
si quan dich Jean-Paul Sartre dau?!)

Khi ay, t6i khong biét vg Thé Nguyén
céd mot chi hai cung lam & Khu Tao tdc,
triéc & My Tho, r6i Can Tho véi Thé
Nguyén. (chi Hai ndu moén “ra-gu” bo
rat ngon - sau nay la “chi nuéi” - dau
bép mot vi can bd 16n cuc ky tai Cuc
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R) - ct theo tin thong tan “Ba-bé-xu’, thi
Thé Nguyén da dugc mdc nodi theo Gidi
phéng mién Nam tu khi thanh lap
vao cuodi 1960. Ngay tii dau nam 1960,
Thé Nguyén ru to6i vé Can Tho choi -
toi ¢ day hang thang troi, ban ngay rong
choi, hen nhau an trua, t0i & qudn,
toi ngt 6 nha thué gan bd song, hudng di
Soc Trang (anh ta xin d6i vé Khu Tao
tac Can Tho d€ lam viéc cung s& véi chi
hai bén vg).

Pa ¢6 du ludn cho rang: “.. Giai
phéng mién Nam cdp tién xuat ban nhat
bdo Lam dan - tin nay khong phai vo cian
cu - vay ra chi Hai bén vg Thé Nguyén da
mo&c noi cdu em ré da tu rat lau sao?!”

Sau d6, vay quanh anh ta c6 du
thanh phén: cyu linh muc Nguyén Ngoc
Lan, Nguyén Ngoc Luong, dai ty Quan
d6i nhan dan vao vai “dich hau” di cu
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vao Nam, trd thanh nhéan vién lam Dai
phat thanh Saigon (but danh Nguyén
Nguyén), Tran Tuan Nham, Tran Quang
Long (tdc gida “Bong cuc vang” Nxb
Trinh Bay in) v.v... (xem thém & cudi
trang - Ban bién tap Trinh Bay.)

30/4/1975 sau Saigon - Thé

Nguyén nhan vién t& tuan bdo Vin
nghé tp. HCM - hinh nhu chi dugc
cdp trén giao trong trach thay co sua
16i bai in, It 1au lau, Thé Nguyén khong
t6i s6 lam, khong t6i linh luong - “cén
bd bién ch€ nam li & nha “say nhu
Vii Hoang Chuong, Dinh Hung trong
khdi nang phu dung 4o huyén”- roi bat
ngo qua doi lang xet & Bénh vién Chg
Quédn - chinh nan nhan chang méy vui -
mat md khong can ai vuot - vay la tac
gia “Hoi chuong tat 1tia” ra di, ngon lua
hiing da tat ngtim that roi!
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Con Pham Vin Rao - Diém Chau va
Pham Thi Sang - dugc mét nha van Phéap
bdo lanh, anh chi “chén chan & Stras-
bourg”- va cé mdt lan cudi, anh trd vé
tham Ha Noi trudc, Saigon sau. Nha bdo
Quoc Thai goi dién thoai mai gip t6i
quan 27 Nguyeén Thi Diéu gap ban ca. Bat
tay trd chuyén, roi t6i ché anh ngoi sau
xe gan may vé nha - téi ldy mot ban cuoi
cung Hoéi ky ngoai van chuong - ban in 6
Hué Ky - ky tdng. Anh ndéi nhiéu hon t6i,
tiéc cho toi “du boi gioi, con rai ca van
sai canh trong ao tu”.

Tién ra clia, nhin canh ctia sat
“sao ctia sat nha ban ta cao thé nhi, hon 4
mét phai khong?” Toi chi néi it 16i, hoi
tham c6 Man - c6 em gai duy nhat cta
anh hién ¢ dau? Va 6ng anh ca thi sao
nhi? “Tra 16i nhat gling: “.... né § My 6ng
al
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Khéch san anh tro & Saigon & dau
dudng Tran K& Xuong, thudéc Phuong 7 -
Pha Nhuéan. Mot khach san khong trung
bang hi¢u - biét thy ba bon tam chi do -
khéch dén do gidi thi¢u truyén miéng véi
chtt nhan cé “goc dao Thién chua” - doéi
dién 1a quan ca phé NOIR . Nhin dong
hé qua 10 gid dém, qua tré nén khong
thé cung ly “den” lan 2 tai day réi. Nao
dau c6 biét dé la lan cuoi gdp anh! Ro
tiéc.

Thi si Diém Chau qua doi do anh
Lan bdo tin - cudi ndm 2006 - thi
27/2/2007 chang nhdé ai da goi dién thoai
bao: “.. cyu linh muc Nguyén Ngoc
Lan da nghe tiéng dugc Chua goi, gia tu
cudc doi r6i!” Thé ra hai tén ban qui
da dong tron “tudng tich cudc doi” roi
sao?! toi tu nhu vay!

Gid nay - to6i con gitt dugc t& Trinh
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Bayduynhat- déngay 15/12-1971/ xuan
Tan Hgi - va trang cudi c6 muc luc:

TRAN DO DUNG: Tét, ngay hoi lén
clia dan toc, 4 - NGUYEN KHAC NGU
“Tranhtét ViétNam, 12- HOANGNGOC
NGUYEN: Thé gi6i nim by muoi, 23 -
NGUYEN SA: Cong ttt Nguyén Sa, tho,
41- Mua, tho, 42 - Bai tho cho tap tho bi
kiém duyét, 117 - DIEM CHAU: - Trong
nguodn con do, tho, 44 -Mot nam chong ap
bic, 61 - NGUYEN QUOC THAI -Tiéng
dan cta ngudi khong véi téi mua Xuan
, tho, 46 - THE NGUYEN: Busi chiéu,
trén mot quoc 19, truyén, 49 - TRAN
TUAN NHAM: Viét Nam, nam Tan
Hoi, 54 - NGUYEN DANG THUONG:
Tiéu thuyét, truyén, 67 - NGUYEN
NGUYEN: Cdi dau lan, truyén, 72 -
THE PHONG: Hay tu hao la ngusi Viét
Nam, tho, 79 - MAI TRUNG TINH: Cai
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chét vo vé, tho, 87 - Qué huong, tho,
88 - NGUYEN MALI: Nhiing ngay quén
bit troi trén dau, truyén, 90 - HOANG
NGOC BIEN: Ngudi dap xe vao thanh
pho budi sang, truyén, 95 - Nhan vat nam
1970, 130 - DU TU LE : Khi & bién véi
T. Ch., tho, 103 - CHU VUONG MIEN:
bong phuong, tho, 106 - CAO THANH
TUNG: Giong kén tiéng quyén ri, 111 -
NGUYEN DONG; Tranh tét, 125.

TRINH BAY

Tap chi van hoa chinh tri xa-héi - ra
ngay 1 va 15 moi thang.

logo Trinh Bay (*)

Chu nhiém kiém chu but: Thé
Nguyén.

Toéng thu ky: Diém Chau.
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Bién tap: Ly Chanh Trung, Thanh
Lang, D6 Long Van, Pham Cao Duong,
Nguyén Sa, Nguyén Van Trung, Thao
Trudng, Nguyén Khac Ngii, Tran
Tuidn Nham, Nguyén Quoéc Thai, Ton
That Lap, Thé Nguyén, Hoang Ngoc Bién,
Nguyén Dong, Nguyén Nguyén, Tran
b6 Diing, Hoang Ngoc Nguyén, Du Tu
Lé, Cao Thanh Tung.

Quan ly: Tang Hoang Xinh.
Toa soan: 291 Ly Thai To - Saigon.

(*): logo tap chi Trinh Bay + nxb
Trinh Bay - Thé Nguyén cay toi (Thé
Phong), nhd hoa si Vi Y vé “chua” -
khong c6 nhuan but. Khi ay hoa si &
duong Nguyén Tiéu La, Saigon 10. (Thé
Phong) chu thich.
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HOI CHUONG TAT LUA
Thé Nguyén
(1942- Saigon 1989)

(ban in r6-né-o6 xuat ban 1an dau

DPai Nam Van Hién - Saigon, 8/1963).

Bufii trua hom sau luc tan gio
1 Dhoc, t6i khoan khodi tré vé& nha

dinh bung sé lam mot gidc cho dén toi.
Vi ngay mai 1a ngay ky niém Chua chiu
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chét, thuong 1¢ trudng to6i dugc nghi.
Hon niia theo 16i yéu ciu cua may thay
gia xt, cha T. cho bon hoc tré nghi thém
mot buoi chiéu nay dé chung don minh
xung toi rudc 1€ trong tuan Thanh. Com
nudc xong, t6i 1én giudng viia chgp mat
dugc motlat thi thing Anh vao déanh thiic
toi day. Cha T. can hoi gido vién 6 phong
khach nha xua. Toi khoat tay cho thang
Anh tré vé ng6i ddy mic quin 40 ma
khong khdi cam thay ban khoan vé cudc
gap gb sap tdi. Vilé ra, ca budi chiéu nay
cha T. ban viéc thiéng liéng khong con
thé du thi gio d€ giai quyét mot chuyén
gi khac. Nhét 1a qua 16i thing Anh, budi
hop chi con c6 thém c6 gido va anh K.
chi ngoai ra né khong thay dugc cha T.
can dan phai mdi thém mot so thay nao
niia.

Y SHoilchuongitatilial| N3y

Khi téi budc vao cdn phong khach
nha xd thi da thdy c6 gido va anh K.
¢ day. Cha T. gio tay t6 y mdi to6i ngdi
xudng chiéc ghé dai cung ché véi anh K.
Co gido ngudc mat nhin t6i rat nhanh
roi lai cti xuong.

— T6i moi cac thay va co téi day vi
mot 161 t6 cdo quan trong. Cha T. dua
mat nhin khap chung t6i. Trong khi
cha ndi, mdt ngon tay trd cua cha go go
xuong mdt ban theo ting nhip nhe. Co
nguoi da gui cho to6i 14 thu nay, cha gic
14 thu lén cho chung t6i thay, t6 cdo mdt
chuyén khong thé tudng tugng dugc xay
ra gitia cdc gido vién cua trudng, cha noi
tiép.

Moi ngudi van im lang. Dot nhién
cha T. hit ham nhin thdng vao mait toi,
ho t6 cdo thay véi co gido lam chuyén 6
ué tai xd nay. Toi bang hoang nhu ngudi
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bi doi mot gdo nudc that lanh, sao lai co
chuyén nhu thé dugc, t6i nghe thay K. va
c6 gido da dinh hon. Nhu chi doi c6 thé,
anh K. nhéch miéng cudi vénh mdt nhin
toi, tai sao lai khong co thé xay ra dugc.

— Néu c6 du bang c¢6 t6i dé don xin
tu chuc.

Toi budt miéng va chd dgi phan tng
cta ¢ gido, nhung c6 van nin thinh.

Can phong dot nhién im lang, nhu
mot thd im lang gia tao dé triu 1én dau
moi nguai.

— T6i khong mudn cdc thay tranh
ludn & day, cha T. bat1én ndi, ld thu nay la
mot 161 canh cdo khong thé bo qua, mac
du né khong dua ra da bang ¢4, méac du
no lai 1a cuia mot ké nac danh.

Anh K. cuép loi:

Y18Hoilchuongtatlial 4|

— Ctla mot ké nac danh heén nhat.

Cha T. stung sot nhin anh, t6i cling
mong nhu thé... Anh K. cudi gan dung
day, khong, chinh cha méila ké hén nhat.
Khong ddm doc 1én cho moi ngudi nghe,
cha lai con dinh bd qua 14 thu dé bang
mot 161 canh tinh dao dic gia vo. Ké bi td
cdo trong thu cling la ké hén nhat. N6 bi
vach mat na dao duc lai con 1én mat doi
bang c¢4. N6 tudng mot cai don tu chiic
c6 thé boi mo dugc chuyén toi bai. ..

Toi va cha T. cung ding day mot
lugt, K. dan giong ndi tiép:

— Cai khong khi nay lam t6i nghet
thd. Co (anh chi vao c6 gido), cd gido
kia chi la m6t nan nhan khon nan. Cach
day it lau t6i cd dem long yéu mén co,
vi tudng rang sé gap dugc mdt ngudi vg
dep me hién... Nhung c6 khong phai la
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hang ngudi nhu toi tudng. Téi khong bao
gi¢ tin vao 16i don thoi, nhung lau dan
roi t6i cling phai thay long tin tudng cta
toi doi véi co bat dau lung lay. Nhiing su
kién khién toi hoai nghi tdm long thanh
thuc cua 6 1a 14 thu gtii cho ong... (K.
nhin t6i roi rat tai ldy 1a thu cta c6 gido
ddt 1én mdt ban) va cuén nhut ky nay
(anh 16i trong nguc 4o ra mdt cudn so6
nho boc vai den cé in chii vang & gay,
trong ltc cha T. diing sting nhin K.

Toi khoanh tay ngé ngang c6 gido.
Co6 van diém nhién ngudc mat nhin lén
K. Anh hap tap lat may trang da danh
dau san bang may mau gidy bao, doc to:

— Cha khong bao gio ti€t 10 sy bi mat
ctia doi con. Su bi mét dé thudc vao phan
ma cha sé mang theo xuéng mé. Chi cé
Cha mdi r6 sau nay. Con phai hiéu rang
Anh cin c¢6 mdt ngudi cha. Riéng cha,

V18Hoilchuongstatlial WK

d6i véi nd da cb hét stic uén nan. Nhung
cha nghi dau sao, ¢ tudi ay n6 ciing van
can c6 mot mai nha, moét mai nha khac
hon hién tai véi tinh thuong mén cta
con.

K. lat sang doan khac:

— Cha cau Chuaa cho con m& mat dé
nhin ra su that. Mot su that co thé [am
bién d6i ca doi con. Mac dau cha van
nhé téi bon phén va 16i thé hida trude
mat Chua la bao toan danh du cho con.
Kh. oi! Cha muoén cho con can ddm nhéan
lay phan viéc cua minh. Cha mong uéc
con tré lai dudng 16i quang minh ma
Chua da vach ra. Néu lia Anh, cha ciing
sé hét stic dau long. Nhung su dau kho
sé dan ta t6i Chua, néu tim hon ta biét
dén nhan cung mot lugt sy dau kho do
va on Chua. Hon niia, dau sao ngudi ay
cling da thanh that yéu con. Cha nghi la
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c6 1é khong con dip may nao hon d€ con
thoat khoi mot tinh trang hiém ngheéo.

Anh K. gap quyén s0 lai nhin cha T.
ngay tii phat dau, nhan thay sy von va
ctia cha doi vé6i du dinh héi c6 gido cta
toi, toi da lay lam la. Nhung bay gio, bay
gio thi toi da hi€u ro rang tai sao cha lai
c6 thai d¢ an cAn von va, vi... thing Anh
la con cua cha véi co gido!

Nhu mot ti€ng sét, t6i bang hoang
dua mat nhin cha T. va c6 gido. Cha T.
cdi dau ldm badm diéu gi, giong cha hoi
run vong tGi tai t6i khong ro, nhung
tuyét khong co lay mot cti chi, mot dang
vé gi gidi thich sy xtc dong ca. Co gido
kéu lén hai tiéng “trdi oi” roi dua hai tay
bum chdt 1ay mat, guc dau xuong.

¥18Hoilchuongstatlial V)

Anh K. dat quyén s6 xudéng ban gay

gat.

— Tl nay, toi xin phép goi cha bang
ong. Vang... Ong. Ong khong thé xiing
déng vé6i bo y phuc nha tu kia nita. Ong
da bao dung mot dua dan ba xdo tra,
d4am loan. Ong con ca gan coi thuong du
luan khi nhan thing Anh lam con nu6i
(K. quay sang c6 gido). Con co, t6i can
noéi ngay véi co 1a tat cd nhiing du dinh
xay dung cua tdi doi véi co, ti gio phut
nay k& nhu khong con ntia. C6 Khanh!
Vang, tén that ctia c6 la Lé Khanh chu
khong phai cai tén Thanh gid hiéu kia.
Lam gi ma c6 phai doi cai tén my miéu
ay, néu khong phai la da hon mot lan co
ban ré né. Lam gi ma c6 phai luu lac xu
ngudi, néu chang vi d€ khoi nghe nhiing
161 nguyén rua...
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Trong luc K. diing lai lay hoi, cha T.
giti nét mat binh than. Con c¢6 gido van
ctui dau nhu ch¢ dgi. Cho doi gi? Moi
nguoi im ldng nhu chiu dung. Khong de
trudc cdi phan ung thu dong do6 K. hung
hé hon lén:

— Tat ca cac ngudi, cac ngudi chi la
nhiing xac chét, nhiing xac chét thoi tha
trong nhiing cdi 40 quan thép vang dep
dé. Cac ngudi chi 1a nhiing ké da thoi
nat dén tan cing xuong tuy. Khi con thu
bi 16t da, hanh kiém ctia cac ngudi dang
dugc néu ra cho cong chiung phi nhd. Ct
chi ctia cadc ngudi that dang si nhuc.

Trong luc K. noi, t6i li€c nhin cha T.
v6i nudc da nhat mau sdp, ddng ngudi
cao, gay, gan nhu thay suot dugc, hop
vGi bo d6 den mac trén minh, né khién
cha c6 vé thudc han vé gido hoi, vé cai
thé gi6i am u hdm minh ddnh t6i cta

¥18Hoilchuongtatlial| g

thdi xa xua. Téi khi K. ngling lai, cha T.
md&i chdm rai ngidng dau 1én do6i nguoi
dam trong mot 16p suong mu, nhu thé
mot lic viia chiu on thanh sting. Nhiing
ngon tay cha ddt trén ban cham cham
nhu mot loai 6¢c. Moi ngudi im lang.

Trong anh mat cha T. mot tia sang
bat dau xudt hién nhung mo ho nhu
van con mdt phin suong mu bao phu.
Dot nhién, cdp moi cha map may, giong
chim va nhdé nhu muon dé chinh minh
c6 du thi gio nghién ngam.

— Chua da phan khongai co quyén xét
xu ai, néu khong muon bi xét xu. Riéng
cha khong nhiing cha xét xu, khong tu
bién ho cho minh. Cha con xin Chua tha
toi cho con, tha tdi cho chung ta, tat ca.

Giong noéi cha T. nhé dan va sau cing
chi con thodng nhe nhu hoi thé. Anh K.
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bd ra ngoai d€ lai cuon nhat ky va 14 thu
trén ban. Cha T. ngdp ngling mot lac,
nhin t6i va c6 gido rat nhanh roi cai nhat
cuon nhat ky. Cha ra khoi phong khach
thi c6 gido ngdng dau lén. Toi vai lay 1a
thu lai gdn nam tay c6 gido, thoi, vé di
em. Co gido vin vao tay toi diing 1én nhu
moét ngudi 6m chua khoi han. Toi ngudc
dau 1én, tdm mat cham vao tugng Thanh
gia lung ldng trén tudng. Mot con 16¢
cudn bui mit mu ngoai san trong.

Khi chung t6i budc ra téi ctia, thang
Anh dang ng6i dudi mot cum hoa loay
hoay v6i v6i doi sing dan ctia nd. Doi
sang-dan ma sau nay toi mdi ro 1a K. da

Y SHoilchuongitatilial e

cho Anh khi nhd né 14y trom cuén nhat
ky ctia cha T. Anh trong thdy ching t6i
thi chét da, dui voi doi sang-dan vao mot
bung co roi chay ra day cong. Luc bay
gi¢ troi da nga chiéu. Anh ndng nhudém
vang mai toc thang bé. Co gido diing lai
mot gidy xoa dau Anh dju dang.

Toi dua chéan c6 gido vé t6i nha, luc
quay trdlai nha tro trgi da t6i sam. TU cac
“giong” trén, tting dam nguoi d6 ra kéo
nhau di vé phia nha nguyén du 1é Rua
chan. To6i vao nha com nudc qua loa roi
1én giuong nam lang nhung khong sao
ngt dugc. Chuing hai ba tiéng dong ho
sau tdi vua thi€p di thi nghe tiéng dong
nhe nhe nhu tiéng gd ctia. Roi ¢6 tiéng
goi luc dau thi nho sau to dan. Té6i ngodi
nhom déy vin bic dén Ién cao. Anh dén
khién t6i hoi rtic mat.
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Anh K. da ding & dau giuong toi
ty lic nao. Ngé thay anh t6i kinh ngac
dua tay dui mat. Anh K. thay dang diéu
cta t6i nhu vay thi nhun vai seé hai tay
trudc mat véi mot vé thiéu nao vo clng.
“Chung né” gdp nhau roi anh oi! Toi ngodi
thdng ddy dua mat nhin anh, “chung n6”
1a ai? Thi c6 gido cia anh véi thang “khon
nan’. Nghe anh K. néi, t6i gidt ban nguoi
budt miéng, cha T.? Anh K. lac dau thé
dai budng phich ngudi xuéng mot chiéc
ghé. Bong anh che khuat mét mang anh
sang hat 1én vach chép chon.

Anh ké, hoi téi toi c6 viéc, di ngang
qua nha c6 gido. Téi trudc nha co, toi
chgt thay mot cdi bong den cao 16n dang
vén cai manh manh 1én. N6 ding chan
anh dén nén t6i khong nhin ro6 mat. Toi
thoang nghe tiéng c6 gido ru lén nho
nhé. Cdi manh manh budng xudng,

Y18Hoilchuongtatlial |

ngudi khdch la da buéc vao trong nha.
To mo, toi voi chay lai nép sat vao buc
vach nghe ngéng.

— Ong con vé day lam gi?

— Em dtling sg, t6i hién bi bon khang
chién truy tam, nén phai vé day nhd cha
T. giup cach vugt qua song vao Te, toi
muon lai tham em 1an chot.

— To6i khong muén nhin thay mat
ong niia.

— Nhung con dtia bé, dau sao toi
ciing la cha né.

— Toi tudng 6ng lam cha nd luc nay
da qua mudn, né da cd mdt ngudi cha va
khong can su can thiép cta mdt ngudi
nhu 6ng; chuyén cii da qua, xin Ong
dling dén quay ray mot tdam hon da gheé
tdm Ong nta.
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— Nhung du sao c6 cling phai cho t6i
biét tén no la gi?

Khong thay tiéng tra 16i. Bong toi
nghe c6 mot tiéng x6 ghé, rdi ngudi dan
ong ay budc ra hap tap. Tay Odng vén cai
manh manh lén khién t6i nhin ré c6 gido
dang ngoi quay lung ra phia ngoai. Dot
nhién, téi thay nguoi khach bo roi cai
manh manh budc trd lai phia c6 gido le
hét stic, dén nodi cai manh manh chua roi
han xudng, t6i da thdy c6 gido quay phat
lai, khuén mat bting buing.

To6i hoang s¢ dinh la 1én nhung lai
thoi, tién lai gan hé cai manh manh thay
nguoi khach la chinh 1a 6ng M. vua tré
lai lang nay lic chiéu qua va hién & trong
nha xt da x6 c6 gido xudng chan gheé.
Ong ta lip lai:

— Tén né la gi?

V18Hoilchuongstatlial K

Co gido van im lang. Bat chgt, hai
tay 6ng vung ra xiét chdt 14y chiéc c¢6
trang ndn ctia cd. CO gido u ¢ mot hoi,
cuoi cung toi nghe thay c6 nhac dén tén
thing “Anh” Nguoi dan 6ng budng tay
ra, c6 dua mot ban tay 1én xoa c6, mai
toc budng ri che khuat mot bén mat.
Mat bén trai c0 mé rdng ma nhu bat
dong. Trong mot phut t6i nhin c¢6 khong
chép nhu thé bi con mat dé thoéi mién.
Ro6i khong 16 ¢6 phai vi nhin thay t6i hay
khong, c6 lim di ngd hdn xuéng chin ghé
dau ngoeo sang mdt bén. Trong lic 6ng
M. hép tap chay téi, to6i mdéi voi vang bd
ve day...

Trong lic anh K. ké chuyén, toi di
lai trong cdi bdng tdi day dac sau lung
anh. Té6i luc anh ngting lai, tdi con nghe
r6 nhiing tiéng 14m bam ctia chinh minh
“v6 Iy! Ong M. ma 13 céi béng den déng
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sau nha bénh?” K. quay lai nhin t6i, mot
dudng vién anh sang boc quanh lan ma
phinh ctia anh. Anh ndi sao? Toi chot
da quay lai, anh sang hat vao thai duong
khién t6i dua tay 1én vuot toc, khong. Toi
lac dau may cai lién. Anh K. ngo ngac
nhin t6i. Toi dua chan anh ra vé, anh
diing lai moét gidy trude ctia té y hoi han
vé chuyén khong hay xay ra hoi chiéu.
Mui hoa moéng rong nong nac khién
toi hat hoi & bac ctia. Chan t6i vap phai
thanh go nhan nhui ma lanh buét.

Khi anh K. di xa r6i, to6i quay vao
giuong nam lai nhung chi dugc mot lat,
hinh nhu t6i vung day mac véi quan do
quyét dinh di tim c6 gido. Téi nhé co
tiéng gi6 bén tai thdi v v va tling tiéng
dong trong dém déu ngting ca lai khi
chan t6i tién t6i. Téc x6a bom xdm ri
trén tran trén mat téi va moi khi toi hé

¥18Hoilchuongtatlial S

miéng lay hoi, mét chut lanh lua vao roi
lai pha ra ngay theo cung hoi thé. Dén
trudc nha c6 gido, t6i nhé minh dung
lai. Bén trong dén dém t6i om, khung
ctia mG md& dn hién trong cai bong trang
moi ldc cang nhu nhgt nhat hon 1én.
Hinh nhu t6i ding lai mot luc kha lau,
sau cung buon rau dua tay ngat mot nu
ngoc lan bd vao tui do trude khi quay got
trg ve.

Qua khu vuon mudm, thinh linh téi
chgt thdy mot bong den tii phia nha xu
di ra. Cai bong ay lung liing tién lai phia
toi hét stic cham chap. Ma la thay, luc dé
toi co cam tudng la doi chan nguoi ay
van ding nguyén mot chd, duy c6 dat
dudi chan 6ng chuyén dong. Cam giac
nay khién toi sg hai dén nghet tha. Toi
viu chat ldy mot canh mudém, muén bd
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chay nhung c6 hét stic toan than ciing
khong thé nao nhuc nhich dugc.

Cho t6i khi mot vat do tham chung
phét ngang mat, t6i méi hoan hon nhén
ra 6ng B6 Khuong va nép sat nguoi vao
gdc mudm. T6i nhu bi bao vay bdi mot
man ludi am thanh dai dang, déu déu
todt ra tii muodn goc co. Di qua t6i chiing
chuc thuéc, 6ng B6 Khuong chot ngling
lai. Qua lan suong mdng, t6i thdy bong
ong lay dong va cang moi luc tdi cang
nhu bi thu hut béi cai bong ay.

Hinh nhu c6 mot céi gi todt ra lanh
1éo tuyét vong bat t6i rung minh dén én
lanh ca xuong song. Ngay lac dd, cac
tiéng dong chung quanh im bat. Ca cai
man luéi am thanh day dic kia cling
khogn con dai ddng nita. Téi nhu bi up
chup b&i mét khong gian dong kin, tach
biét vé6i thé gidi bén ngoai.

¥18Hoilchuongtatlial R4

Ro&i dot nhién to6i giat minh nhén ra
moét giong nodi thodng nhe bén tai. Mot
giong n6i ma dén bay gio tdi ciing khong
ddm chic, c6 han la ctia 6ng B6 Khuong;
vi t0i c6 cam tudng day khong phai la
tiéng nodi ctia thé gian nay, ma la nhu
vong lai tii mot khoang trdi cao nao do.
Toi nhu bi mé hodc di trong cdi am thanh
ky la kia cho t6i khi bling ddy, nhan ra
minh van ding bén géc mudm, hai vai
ao udt sting va qua lan suong mong, toi
thay béong 6ng B6 Khuong md dan roi
khuAt hidn sau nha xd. L&i mon t6i di dot
nhién vugt han 1én gitta mot mat phing
am thanh moi ldc cang nhu triing sau
xuong mai...
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Khi t6i m& mat day, can budng da
16 m¢ sang, thi anh sang nhot nhat dau
ngay. Toi chép mat nhin vao trong nha.
Nguoi lao boc dang bum miéng thdi tat
ngon Itfa trong cai thong phong dén. Anh
Itia bung 1én that cao roi phut tat. Lao
thay t6i con odn nguoi trén bao ctia thi
nguong ngung noi, toi thay thay duong
ngon giac nén khong dam danh thic.
Toi nam déy da lau chua, t6i 16m com bo
day hoi. Nguai lao boc lac dau, t6i cling
khong dugc 16, gan sang luc toi tinh day
thay trén nha van con dé dén nén mdéi
chay lén.

Khi ti€ng chén ctia ngudi lao boc da
nhé dan & vuon sau, t6i con ding sting
& canh ban, tay nam lay cai thong phong
deén, luc lac dau that manh nhu via tan
moét con ao mong. Toéi nhé t6i nu hoa
ngoc lan ma trong gidc mo da ngat &
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trudc ctia nha c6 gido, bat gidc dua tay
sO tui thi dot nhién t6i giat ban nguai vi
nd van nam & ddy. Toi bang hoang sdng
trong mot cam giac thuc hu lan 1on, kho-
ng sao phan biét dugc niia...

Ngay luc ay, t6i nghe co6 tiéng lao
xao ngoai 16 roi qua khung ctia mé, mot
dam chiing bay, tdm dta hoc tro 16n thu
vai quan Du Déu, mat mii b6i nho gém
ghiéc, dang dién lai mdt cudc lung bat
Chuta Cdu Thé. Tiéng xich sat, tiéng gay
goc trong tay ching cham vao nhauloang
xoang trong khi chay. Am thanh xa ddn
va sau cung chi con thoang nhe nhu hoi
gi6. Toi quay vao nha mac voi quan 4o
ma thyc ra cting khong r6 1a dinh di dau
ca.

Qua khu nha nguyén, t6i nghe c6
tiéng thay gia xt doc sach Thanh tu phia
trong vong ra, “Khi 4y Chuaa bao hai 6ng
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Maisen va Aaron & Ai Cép rang, thang
nay la thang thd nhat trong ndm, thang
thd nhat trong moi thang. Hay bao cho
toan dan biét rang: Ngay thi mudi trong
thang nay, mo6i ho va mdi nha phai chon
mot con chién. Néu trong nha khong cé
du ngudi d€ dn, thi hay maoi thém nhiing
nguoi lan can nhét, da dé dn. Phai chon
con chién duc, trong sach, dugc mot nam.
Cac ngudi cling cd thé thay thé baing mot
con dé du diéu kién nhu thé. Hay giti nd
cho dén ngay mudi bon thang nay va tat
ca dan chung Israel sé hién dang n6 vao
buéi chiéu. Hay lay mau nd bdi trén hai
canh ctia va xa ngang cua nha co6 ngudi
an. Trong dém ay, hay an thit nuéng véi
banh khong men va rau riing. Dling dn
song hodc ludc, nhung nuéng. Hay an tat
ca dau, chan va bd long. Khong dugc dé
thtta dén sdng mai. Néu con thtia thi hay
dot di. Day la cach thuc phai gid trong
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khi an: Hay that lung, chin x6 gidy va tay
cam gdy. Hay an voéi va vi la ngay vuot
qua, ngay Chua vugt qua'...”

Trén khong, bau trdi nhgt nhat mot
mau trang duc hoi buon. Tiéng thay gia
xu tu phia sau nho dan rdi thoéi, khong
con dudi tai.

Ngang nha c6 gido t6i d€ y nhin vao.
Khong mot canh ctia nao hé ma. Cé 1é
c6 dang con 6 nha thd. Mot nu ngoc lan
ndam ténh hénh trén mat dat. Toi quay
trd lai. Hai bén dudng, 14 tre lay dong.
Mot con chim nho ri canh bay di lam
van trong giay lat [an khong khi yén tinh
chung quanh.

1 Theo Cuu udc, 1é an thit chién la d€ ky niém ngay giai
phéng déan Israel ra khoi ach no 1¢ Ai Cép. Pang khac, viéc
hién dang con mang y nghia nhu mét sy Ctu Chudc, mot
bi tich: moi toi ac ctia ngudi ta sé d6 1én dau con chién duc
trong sach kia va khi con vat dugc thiéu huy di, n6 mang theo
ludn tat ca nhiing vét tich nho ban d6. (Chu thich ctua nha
xuit ban)
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Khi t6i budc vao, nha thd lanh 1éo
duom mot mau tang. Thdnh gid phu
bang khéan tim. C6 gido quy 6 hang ghé
thu ba ké bén chiéc bon chua day hoa
xoan va nd. Trong Cung Thénh, cha T.
viia cti hanh xong 1é mé& khan va dang
trao tugng Chua cho hai nguéi gitp viéc
ding & nén trudc ban tho. Bong anh K.
giang rong hai tay trén gac chuong sta
soan gitt phan cho hdi hat. Cha T. céi
giay, xuong t6i trudc Thanh gid. Ngay luc
dé tiéng hat vang 1én. Cha cti hon chan
Chua. Diéu tram xudng, xudng sau tdi
mai, Popule méus, quid féci tibi? Aut in
qou contristavi te? Respénde mihi*. Dot
nhién t6i thodng len mdt chut rung
minh. Hai nguoi gitp 1€ da dua tugng
Thanh gia xudng ddt & chiéc bon ngang
v6i hang ghé ctia c6 gido. Quia eduxi te

2 Dan ta héi, Ta da tim gi cho nguoi? Hoac ta da lam phién
long nguoi diéu gi? Hay tra 16i cho Ta hay.
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de terra AEgypti: Pardsti Cracem Sal-
vatdri tuo’.

Co gido diing day roi hang ghé tién
lén Cung Thanh, anh sang nhuom day
mai téc van tran. Toi lang 1€ cui dau di
ra. Mui hoa xoan ndng néac trong khong.
Bén kia ho sen, bon hoc tro 16n vay boc
chung quanh 6ng B6 Khuong va dang
tién vé phia nha xu. Tiéng xich sat kéo 1é
trén mat dudng nghe nhu mot chudi dai
hat nuéc.

Budi trua trong lic don com, dot
nhién ngudi lao boc diing tay lai nhin
toi, chiéu nay thay c6 ra xem xu an? Toi
ngo ngac khong hiéu. Lao ndi ti€p, xu

3 Phai chang vi Ta da dua nguoi ra khoi dat Ai Cap: Nén Thap
ac nguoi danh cho dang ctiu nguai.
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an B6 Khuong. To6i nghi d6 la mot phan
md&i thém that vao chuong trinh ngay
1€, mim cudi lac dau. Ngudi lao boc nhu
doan dugc y nghi cta toi, 1ao trgn mat,
chuyén thuc do6 thay. Cha T. nhat dinh
sé hanh t0i han. To6i gat 1én, sao lai c6
thé vo ly nhu thé dugc? Khong ai xét xu
mot ngudi dién. Thay khong tin sao, 1do
ndi giong cd vé buc minh, budi sang B6
Khuong vao chg an cap cam ctia mot ba
gia ban hang. May dua hoc tro dang thu
vai Du Déu dua bat git trinh cha. Thua
thay, dé dau cha T. ndi gidn. Ngudi bao
dau sao B6 Khuong cling mang vét tich
clia ngudi truyén gido. VEt tich ctia mot
nhuc nha nhat trén doi, toi cudp 16i lao
va chgt nhan ra cdi vo ly tuéng khong
thé nao co6 duoc.

Ngudi lao boc diing nhin toi, mot
chut sau lao am tham budc qua khung
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clia dn ra vudon sau. Bau troi dm uét.
Gid dong dua may céi gong vo & 1éu con
Hanh.

Sau gidc ngu trua mét nhoc t6i ra téi
noi, ddm nguoi di xem da ding dong ddc
cd cdi san co phia sau nha nguyén. Toi
dua mat tim c6 gido, khong thay dau ca
nhung con Hanh thi dang diing lan trong
dam ngudi & lang bén. Mot vai ngudi cé
con em theo hoc trong trudng thay toi
di qua ngd mi chao, mot s6 ngudi khac
ngdi xép bang ngay trén tham co. Chiéc
ao thdm chung da céi ra vat gon ghé &
vai.

Trén may béc cap nha tho, mot hang
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ghé dua dugc xép ngay ngin theo hinh
cung, nhung cha T. va cdc quan khach
thi chua thay t6i. Pam ngudi bu quanh
van On ao ban tan s6i néi. Mot s6 ngudi
bd ra rtia chan & céi ao con dang trudc
nha thd. Vai nguoi khac lo dang ngtia
madt ngo 1én cay gao coi la chim lam to.
Toi nghe may ngudi chung quanh néi
loang thodng la dau nhu biia nay con c6
ca ga chu tich UBKCHC xa bén téi du.
Vai thanh nién cong gido nghe tin nay
to vé bat man v6 cung. Nhung nhiing
nguoi theo phe khang chién t6i xem thi
coi bg hai long ra mat.

Khi t6i quay lai nhin v€ phia con
Hanh, bat gap may ga du kich déng don
noi ctia song 16n vén chung quanh né.
Con Hanh ciing da trong thay toi, né
nheo mat mim cuoi. Ngay luc 4y mot
hoéi trong vang lén. Tiéng O0n ao bong
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dung im bat. Khong ai bao ai, moi ngudsi
déu nging 1én nhin ca vé phia thém nha
nguyeén.

Cha T. da ngo6i vao ghé giiia, ké bén
la ga chu tich va my vi tai mat trong
lang. Thé roi dot nhién nhiing tiéng xi
xa0 lai noi ddy, truéc nho sau to dan. Tu
mot chiéc cia nhd ¢ mé bén phai nha
nguyén, bd Khan hién ra cung véi ong
B6 Khuong. Toi d€ y nhin va chgt rd hai
cO tay ong bi tréi chat vao nhau vé phia
trudc. Bo Khan budc lén vai budc, nhung
ong B6 Khuong thi van ding nguyén &
bac ctia, cdp moi nhéch ra hé cusi. Mai
dén khi b6 diing lai gio tay vay, 6ng maéi
liing thiing tién 1én, budc tling budc khé
khan 1éch lach nhu bi sai khién b&i mot
stic vo hinh trong khi cap mat mé to. Va
tat cd moi nét trén guong mat dng hoan
toan bat dong, khong thuyén giam.
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Toi lach dam dong dinh vong qua
bén hong nha thd dé€ nhin cho rd, vi ca
b6 Khan lan 6ng B6 Khuong budc ra téi
gitia bac thém déu da xoay lung lai. Khi
toi chen t&i bén ngoai, tién 1én dugc vai
budc thi thdy bong thing Anh tii phia
cong nha xu chay vut ra vé phia nha c6
gido. Dang diéu ctia né khién t6i nghi
ngo hét stc. Toéi quay lai nhin con Hanh
via lic no ciing dang nhén nhac dua
mat tim toi.

Toi roi bong no budc dudi theo
thing Anh. Dugc mot quing, ngod trd
lai, con Hanh dang lach minh qua may
ga du kich dé chay vé phia t6i. Mot ga
loang choang suyt nga vi bi ngudi né va
vao trong khi dang ding bat chéo chin
trén sin co. Toi quay lai, bong thing Anh
nhdy chan sdo via khuat tai mét khuac ré
¢ “giong” trén. Chan t6i budc mau tudng
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chting nhu chay. Khi chi con cach nha co6
gido mdt doan ngan, t6i thiy bong thang
Anh x6 ctia budc vao. Gid théi nhe va lac
dac ting hat mua nho pha vao mdt toi.

T6i sat nha c6 gido dot nhién chan
toi diing han lai vi mét tiéng dong 16n
tu trong nha vong ra, ma hinh nhu la
tiéng ghé do. Mua bat dau nang hat 16p
dop nho vao may tau chuoi trén dau, toi
thoang nghe tiéng co6 gido hat ra véi vé
gian di:

— Dén bay gio t6i mdi hi€u ro, thi
ra chi vi nhiing nhép dang de nang trén
dau 6ng, chi vi muon bon cho san lang di
trong choc lat sy co mat ctia 6ng & lang
nay ma mot ké vo tdi nhu ga thay gia
dién kia phai chiu nhuc hinh...

Gi¢ day han la 6ng toai nguyén. Toi
doan chac linh hon chi Agnes lan ca
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nguoi ban gdi cta tdi da rong long tha
thi cho 6ng. Nhung riéng t6i, t6i khong
muon nhin thdy bd mat ghé t6m ctia 6ng
niia. By gid, do di sin sang roi bén. Ong
con doi cho gi? Nhung xin 0ng hiéu cho
rang thing Anh 14 cta tdi, clia riéng toi
thoi. Khong ai c¢6 quyén git no, 6ng di
di!

Dot nhién toi nghe tiéng thing Anh
hét 1én r6i 6ng M. tit trong nha budc ra,
hit manh cdi manh cta, 16i thing Anh
chay vut vé phia bén do. T6i r6i bui chudi
budc vdi vao nha. Co gido dang guc dau
trén ban thd doc, mé téc x6a pht dang
trudc che khuit han khuon mit. Nhac
thay t6i, c6 chom day. Toi dang tay ra,
vtia kip d6 than hinh ¢6 d6 t6i. Mat co
gido khép lai. Toi vo vO vo nhe vao mot
bén ma co. Co gido tinh lai. Toéi kéo cd
chay dudi theo thing Anh.
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Pudng lang nhu bdi ma, tdc c6 x6
tung bay dai vé phia sau. Qua khdi nghia
dia, c0 trugt chan nga chui. Bong 6ng M.
va thing Anh & phia tri6c mo md qua
lan mua day dac. Toéi chum hai tay vao
miéng goi tén thing Anh. Tiéng tdi bat
vé phia sau. Toi quay lai chia tay vé phia
c6 gido. CO chdng mat tay trén mat dat
con mot tay gio lén véi lay. Toi kéo cod
gido 1én. Qua mé téc rdi cta co, t6i nhin
thdy bong mot ga du kich dang du6i theo
con Hanh & khtc ré chung t6i viia qua.

Toéi hot hoang quay lai, ndm chat tay
c6 gido kéo di that manh. Gan téi bén
do, con Hanh dudi kip chung t6i. Béng
ong M. va thing Anh viia lot khoi mui
thuyén. Con do trong tranh tach bén.
Co6 gido diing vin vao vai téi dua tay
ao 1én cham mi mat. Ngay luc d6, mot
tiéng “doang” vang day. Nguoi lai do hot
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hoang cui rap xuéng man thuyén bo roi
con sao.

Toi quay lai, ngudi du kich ha sing
ldng dting nhin con thuyén dan dan ra
khdi tam dan, troi theo dong nudc. Toi
nhin ra n6 chinh la dda bi con Hanh x6
phai trong san co. Dot nhién c6 tiéng cod
gido kéu lén. Con do dang di tu tu quay
mi trd lai. Toi dua tay vuot voi mé toc
ri sting nudc trén tran. Ga du kich tu
phia sau tién 1én vai bugc. Con do chénh
choang ghé sit vao bs. Bong 6ng M. hién
ra diing tridc mui thuyén, hai tay bong
thing Anh. Con Hanh ru khé. Téi nhin
rd6 mot vét mau dang chay dai trén nguc
ao O0ng. Co gido vung chay téi, chung toi
theo sau. Riéng c6 ga du kich van ding
nguyén hom stng. Ong M. di budc 1én
bo, chiéc ddu thing Anh rd xuéng mot
bén canh tay. Da mat n6 xam ngat va noi
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nguc, mau do lom loang mot khoang 16n.
C6 gido nhin thing Anh r6i bat khéc niic
nd. Ong M. nét mit c6 vé budn riu.

Ga du kich ding sang modt bén
nhuong 16i cho ching t6i qua. Mua van
roi déu ddn. Nudc rdc rach chay trong
motlong cong qua dudng. Tat cd nhu mot
dam rudc, di ngugc bs dé tién vé phia
nha tho. Nhiing bui cay hai bén dudng
bat dau sam lai. Hoi nong tl trong ngudi
toi bung bling tham qua lan vai uét. Vai
nguoi trén dudng ngo ngac nhin chung
toi di qua.

Khi chung t6i vé téi ctia nha nguyén,
cudc phung vu vtia xong. Cha T. qui lai
sau hoi chuong tat ltia. Bong bé Khan
léenh khénh chup cdi bu dai 1én tlng
ngon nén. Anh sang leo 1ét nho dén, chit
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doi guong mdt bo. Moi ngudi luc tuc roi
hang ghé. Khi thay chung toi, ho diing ca
lai dting nhu bat dong.

Ngaylucaymotlanchéploelén. Bong
ong B6 Khuong vut hién ra rat nhanh
ngoai san cd, mang hinh anh ctiu chudc
thé tham trén dinh do6i Golgotha dong
thoi v6i mot tiéng sét kinh hoang. Toi
run rdy bau chit tay vao bo tuong nhin
xé4c thing Anh xdm ngit loang choang
trén tay 6ng M. Dau c6 gido guc xuong,
guong mat hoan toan nam trong bdéng
toi. Du am tiéng sét con lai vang rén. Toi
nghe chting cd mét khoang trdi cao viia
sup do.

thang 8/ 1963

Thé Nguyén

(trich phan cu6i tap truyén Hoi

Chuong Tat Lua, Nxb Nam Son, Saigon,
1964.)
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